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ARABIAN TALES: 
CONTINUATION . 


Of THE. 


' THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS. 


Adventures of SIMOUSTAPHA and the Princeſs I- 


SETILSO.NE> 


1 the reign of Caliph * Haroun Alraſchid, a 
42 young man came to ſettle at Bagdad, who was 
remarkable for the regularity of his features, the 
beauty and candid expreſſion of his countenance, 
and the majeſtic elegance of his ſize and figure. 
He purchaſed a ſpacious and ſtately houſe, which 
had been lately occupied by one of the grandees 
of the city; improved the gardens after his own 


taſte ; laid out the apartments in a happier diſpo- 


VOL, II. REES. ſition ; 


* It may here be hinted to the reader, as it has hitherto 


been negleRed, that CALI PE, in its primary ſignification, means 


{imply Succeſſor. It was aſſumed. by Aboubeker and Omar, 
the firſt ſovereigns of the Muſſulmans after Mahomet, as a 
title, the modeſty of which well became their veneration for 
the memory of the Prophet. a 

Maricney's Hiſtory of the Saracens, Vol. I. 
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ſition ; in a word, transformed that palace into a 


magnificent tavern, {ſuch as had never been ſeen 


before, either in Bagdad, or perhaps 1 in any other 
city of Aſia. 

His entertainments were ſerved up in diſhes of 
porcelain and filver-plate, by ſlaves dreſſed with 
ſingular taſte and neatneſs. His paſtry and all 
other meats were ſeaſoned in ſo exquilite a man- 
ner, that even the Caliph's cooks could prepare 
nothing equal. This maſter of a tavern, ſo ſu- 
perior in his profeſſion, was called Simouſtapha. 

His handſome figure, the poliſhed elegance of 
his manners, and the good cheer which his houſe 
afforded, ſoon drew many of the connoiſſeurs in 
luxurious living to become his frequent gueſts. 
The firit inhabitants in Bagdad had a curioſity for 
ſpecimens of his ſkill. IIis ragouts could excite 
the moſt languid appetite ; and he accordingly be- 
came the favourite of all the rich and great in the 
court and city. His houſe and gardens were con- 
tinually filled with parties of bons vivans. 

The Caliph's courtiers were continually talking 
in his preſence of the exquiſite cheer which they 
made at the tavern of the handſome Simouſtapha. 
But the prince had too much buſineſs to diſpatch, 
to pay attention, to their diſcourſes of cookery ; or 
poſſibly a deiire to become acquainted with the 
young man's {k1ll in giving entertainments was to 
come upon him in a manner more ſuitable to the 
capricious eccentricity of his character. 

The flaves, eſpecially the females, belonging to 
Haroun's palace, never went by. the ſhop of Si- 
Taouſtapha, without bringing home ſome of his 
malter-pieces. She who was the moſt aſſiduous 
in this was Namouna, who, fince the infancy of 
the princeſs, had been attendant on Ilfetilſone, the 
5 favourite 
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favourite da axhiter of the Caliph, and only child 
by his marriage with Zobeide, the beft beloved of 


all his wines. "to whom he continued his attach- 


ment till his death: 

Namouna enjoying the Lberty in which wo- 

men at her age are uſually indulged, walked daily 
in the ſtreets of Bagdad. Little children knew 
her, notwithſtanding her veil, and ſaluted her by 
name, whenever they ſaw her. 
Simouſtapha whoſe ſhop ſhe frequented, as he 
was naturally cbliging to every perfon, ſo was 
particularly ſo to her. He made her fit down, 
ſerved her firſt, and ſhewed her all that pohte and 
obliging attention, which pleaſes, withou bein o 
troubleſome. 

The good woman would ſay to herſelf, as ſhe 
returned home, pleaſed with his flattering cares, 
«© Ah! God blefs thee, good Youth! Thou doſt 
not deſpiſe old age. And when ſhe came to en- 
tertain the princeſs with the news of the city, the 
always ended with the praiſes of the charming Si- 
mouſtapha. He had ſhewn her all his gardens 
with ſo much complaiſance, had treated her with 
ſuch reſpe&, and ſuch a degree of attention, and 


% 


all this, without knowing who ſhe was :—His - 


manners were ſo naturally elegant and eaſy, and 
{ſeemed to procced from ſo much native benevo- 


lence of diſgoſitlon, and ſo profound a reſpect for 
the feX; mow | 

© His addreſs,” would * © ere 4 15 ſo attrac- 

11 v6, his voice ſo ſoft and ! othing; tlat a word 

from him is more grate Ful than a rich preſent from 

any other. His carriage is noble like ais actions; 


his beauty far ſarpailes what is written of the 
fon of Jacob, t the beautiful Joſeph of Egypt. — 
God cep from evil, whoever might be tempted 

A 23 to 
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to take him by the mantle | But it is impoſſible : 
he is modeſt as a dove.“ | | 

Ilſetilſone was diverted with this babbling of 
her old confidant ; and, after hearing her talk thus 
for a few times, was always the firſt, upon her 
return from the city, to aſk, how ſhe had fared 
with her handſome Slmouftaphe, and whether he 
returned her paſſion. 

„ ſhould have been ſorry to have alu ſeeing 
him,” replied Namouna, one day; © I am not 
ſuch a fool as to be in love with him. I am on] 
fond of what he makes. As to himſelf, he is a 
morſe] for a Queen. She muſt be very difficult 
in her taſte, indeed, who could fail of admiring a 
young man, ier far than the princes of the 
earth. Why ſhould I refuſe myſelf the pleaſure 
of ſeeing bam ? One glance from him ſeems to 
reſtore me the gaiety and ardour of youth. It is 
with the magic of his eyes, I believe, that he ſea- 
Tons his pies, which are ſuperior to every thing. 
1 brought one of them as a ſpecimen to Meſrour, 
the chief eunuch, which you will hear ſpoken of 
in the palace.” 

Namouna was not miſtaken ; Aa chief of | 
the eunuchs, had carried the tart which the good 
lady had given him to the favourite Sultana. She 
had entertained the caliph with it, without letting 
him know that 1t was not made in the palace. 

Haroun, upon praiſing it as excellent, came to 
learn, that it was from the ſhop of Simouſtapha, 
whom he had fo often heard mentioned. The 
favourite propoſed to Haroun, to-regale him next 
day with an entire ſervice from the kitchen of 
that ſkilful cook; and Meſrour was directed to 
ga to him, and bid him prepare. 


This 
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This was one effect which the old woman's par- 
tiality for Simouſtapha had already produced in 
his favour, Every thing was prepared to add 
to it: his addreſs, the elegance of his, figure, the 
exquiſite reliſh of the diſhes which he made, 
and the prejudices in his favour, which had ariſen - 
almoſt at once in the palace, although he had been 
talked of for nearly a year through all Bagdad. 
Haroun enjoyed his meal in his favourite's a- 
partments with extraordinary appetite and ſatiſ- 
faction. Next day, he had meats from the ſame 
ſhop ſerved up at his own table: His women re- 
galed themſelves on the ſame dainties; and the 
became at length ſo generally and fo highly re- 
liſhed, that the dinner was reckoned bad in the 
palace, when there were not ſome diſhes from the 
hand of Simouitapha. | 
Namouna was pleaſed to ſee her favourite thus 
gaining in the good graces of the inhabitants of 
the palace. The caliph had already ſent ſeveral 
of his diſhes to the table of Ilſetilſone. But ſhe 
did not ſeem to reliſn theſe ſo much as her nurſe 
had expected. She had been teazed and wearied 
out with the old woman's prattle; and yet the 
gratification of her taſte had ſome effect with her. 
„See,“ ſaid Namouna, can any thing be 
prettier ? only ſmell the flavour of this cake.“ 
Then would the proceed to deſcribe Simouſtapha's 
kitchen. It is more reſplendent than if it were 


hung with mirrors: the floor is of poliſned marble: 


all the utenfils are of a dazzling brightneſs; in the 
midſt of ſeven young men, who are dreſſed out as 
ſor a marriage entertainment, Simouſtapha him- 
ielf watches over all. His head appears above 
thoſe of his fervants, like the moon above the ſev- 
en planets, When cach plate of meat is prepared, 
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he puts a laſt hand to it; and this gives the ſe- 
cet and unaccountable charm which diſtinguiſhes 
whatever comes from his houfe.” The old wo- 
man thus continued to praiſe her favourite, till 
his praiſes at length kindled a flame no leſs ar- 
dent than dangerous. 

Ilſetilſone who ſtrove to diſguiſe her ſentiments 
both to herſelf and others; as ſhe was unwilling 
to allow, that ſhe could indulge feelings of ten- 
derneſs for a man of Simouſtapha's profeſſion: ; 
fought to repreſs the growing paſſion, and thus 
loſt fleep, appetite, reſt, and fell into a ſtate of 
languor, the conſequences of which were alarm- 
ing to the tenderneſs of Haroun. 

The poor nurſe was diſtreſſed to ſee her charm- 
ing miſtreſs in ſuch a condition. Her ſighs ſug- 
geſted ſome vague ſuſpicions of the cauſe of her 
uneaſineſs. At laſt, a circumſtance occurred which. 
ſatisfied her, with reſpect to the truth of her con- 
jectures. | 

For two days, Hlietilfone would eat nothing, 
„I ſee,” ſaid Namouna to her, that I muſt go 
to get a dith of meat from the hands of Simoulſta- 
pha for you, as well as for myſelf.“ 

The fair daughter of the caliph ſmiled, but 
made no rep! y, and the old woman haſtened to her 
fayourite's ſhop. * Serve me well,” ſaid ſhe, 
% amiable young man; I have a daughter whoſe 
life is dearer to me than my own; try all your 
Kill to prepare a diſh which may reftore her ap- 
petite; for theſe two days {he has eaten nothing; 
I fear ſhe is dying. If you can but make a ra- 
gout to pleaſe her,” an hundred ſequins ſhall be 
your reward.“ 

Simouſtapha looked the woman in the face. 
He knew her ms and knew that ſhe had no 


daughter, 
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daughter. Beſides, the offer of the hundred ſe- 
quins led him to ſuſpect, that ſomething elſe was 
in the caſe than what ſhe explained. 

„ She is indiſpoſed then,” anſwered he, with an 
air of anxiety. More than barely indiſpoſed,” 
returned Namouna : you ſeem not to be well; 
but, whatever comes from you is ſo good, that 
when it touches her r I hope, ſhe will be ea- 
ſier.“ 

For the firſt time in my life anſwered Si- 
mouſtapha, * I tremble, left I ſhould happen not 
to ſucceed.” With this he goes to work, and ſuf- 

fers none but himſelf to put a hand to N he is 
Preparing. The old woman was ſoon diſmiſſed 
with the object of her errand; yet, before ſhe 
could prevail with Simouſtapha to accept of any 
price. If the can taſte what I have prepared,” 
Aaid he, I am more than paid: if not, the diſh 
is not worth payment.” 

Namouna ſoon reached the palace, and preſent- | 
ed the ragout. IIſetilſone taſted it, found it ex- 
quiſite, and eat up the whole. The eyes of her 
nurſe ſparkled with joy, at ſeeing the ſucceſs of 
her ſtratagem ; and ſhe began to praiſe loudly the 
reœadineſs and addreſs of Simouſtapha. % He ima 
gined,“ ſaid ſhe, © that it was for my daughter, 

and ſet inſtantly about preparing it. I would 
have given him an hundred ſequins, but he 
would take nothing; it was enough, he ſaid, that 
he could oblige me.” © What a ſituation his,” 
{aid Ilſetilſone, with a ſigh, “ for the noble ſoul, 
and elevated ſentiments of a prince ! „ 

that ſoul,” anſwered Namouna, „ is lodged in a 
body, ſuch as Solomon himſelf might be proud to 
allume, if he ſhould again appear upon earth; 
and ſcarcely could Solomon appear with that 


graceful 
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graceful dignity on his throne, which Simouſtapha 
diſcovers in his kitchen.“ | 

The princeſs finiſhed her repaſt, and began a- 
new to muſe. * What!” ſaid Namouna, are 
you falling back into your melancholy, after eat- 
ing ſo chearfully? Rather ſtrive to aſſume great- 
er animation, that you may be in a condition to 
conſole the caliph, by receiving him more pleaſ- 
antly than you lately did.” I cannot do other- 
wiſe,” dear Namouna, ** ſaid the princeſs, I feel 
my heart involuntarily oppreſſed.” I muck 
doubt,” anſwered the nurſe, that you have 
ſome ſecret cauſe of uneaſineſs, which you hide 
from me who love you more than life.” 

« ] conceal it,“ rephed Ifetilſone, © becauſe 
it would be to my ſhame, if I ſhould declare it. 
Let it die with me. Am I to hope that another 
will conceal it, when I myſelf cannot?” If 
you continue to ſatisfy yourſelf with reaſoning | In 
this way, you will put an end to your days, my 
fair princeſs,” replied Namouna. My ſoul 1s 
a well into which your ſecret ſhall be put down, 
never to appear again. Perhaps, I may think of 
ſome means to give you eaſe.” *© Oh Namou- 
na !” interrupted IIſetilſone, pray with me to 
God, that he may cure me; without a miracle 
from him I cannot be cured.” 

4 Well, when we ſhall know what is the mat- 
ter, we may pray together, and may perhaps ob- 
tain this miracle; theſe places have been already 
the ſcene of miracles; it was here * that he eſt ab- 
liſhed his firft choſen people, the Jews, after de- 
livering them out of the hand of Pharaoh. To 


accompliſh your relief, my i dear princeſs, it is not 


ncceſlary, 


* In Paleſtine, which forms a part of Syria 
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neceſſary, I preſume, that the ſea be dried up. In- 
ſtead of a great man, like Moſes, I ſuppoſe that 
ſome inferior perſonage may be ſufficient. I am 
ready to lend you every aſſiſtance in my power. 
Confide in me. Fear neither infidelity nor indiſ- 
retion in one who loves you more than life, and 
would ſpare no ſacrifice to promote your happi- 


neſs. I have age and experience on my fide; I am 


able to give you uſeful advice, and to contrive ex- 
pedients which might never occur to your inexpe- 
rienced mind. In a word, I will not reſt till you 
depoſit ih my breaſt the cauſe of that melan- 
choly which now conſumes you.“ i 215 
„Ohl! my good Namouna, anſwered the 

princeſs, . confuſion ſhould ſtop my mouth; but 
my confidence in you forces me to open it.“ 
Lou know mueh better than I the cauſe 
of my ullneſs, I might blame you for having 
contributed more to it than any other perſon ; if 
I did not ſee plainly, that what has befallen me is 
the effect of unavoidable deſtiny. T am in love, 
like a fool. Every thing here contributes to in- 
flame my heart, and derange my head. Lou, 
Namouna, the women in the palace, the caliph 
my father, my own dreams, in which I have two 
different times thought, I ſaw him before me. 
Name now, if you dare, the object of my paſſion ; 
ſay who is the only man for whom the daughter 
of the commander of the faithful, of the King of 
the kings of the earth would chooſe to live; 
- without whom life will be inſupportable to her; 
excuſe this. unaccountable extravagance, if poſ- 
ſible, —and conſider that you yourſelf, by your 
continual praiſes of him, and diſcourſe concerning 
him, have kindled the flame, and conducted it to 
its preſent height.“ | 


5 You 
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«© You have ſeen him in a dream !” replied the 
good old nurſe, with a recollected air; Are 
you ſure that it was he? Was he fair as the angel 
who poured out the celeſtial liquor to our great 
Prophet, when he was conveyed to the ſeventh 
heaven? Could you recollect his features?“ 

& I cannot,” ſaid IIſetilſone. T was con- 
founded, tranſported at the fight of ſo enchanting 
an object. He was at my feet, and ſwore to adore 
and love none but me ; but in two different dreams 
it was ſtill the ſame object that appeared. I 
ſhould know him again ; but I cannot deſcribe, 
nor ſhall 1 ever forget him.” 

Thus, Namouna, continued the princeſs, 
with an air of confuſion, * while the fovereigns 
of the Eaſt contending for my hand, expoſe them- 
ſelves, one after another, to a refuſal from the ca- 
liph, my father; ſhe who is the object of the love 
and ambition of ſo many kings, can find no hap- 
pineſs unleſs in joining herſelf for life to 

«© To Simouſtapha,” reſumed the old woman. 
Name him boldly out; his name is praiſe. — 
Were all the crowns in the earth to fall upon the 
head of Simouſtapha, not one of them would be 
miſplaced. There are hundreds of kings, but on- 
ly one Stmouſtapha.” 

«© Have a care, Namouna,“ ſaid Ilſetilſone; 
you are going on to undo me.“ What! II my 
dear princeſs! I love you more than life. May 
the angel of death cloſe my eyes, if they cannot 
ſee you happy. We mult ſee Simouſtapha toge- 
ther, and if you {hall recolle& him as the perſon 
whom you have twice ſeen in your dreams; afſu- 
redly you are fated to be his by unalterable deſtiny, 
and I ſhall i nmediately ſet about means to com- 
plete your happineſs,” 

Y 


«© But, 
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„% Put, how,” returned Ilſetilſone, how can 
I ſee him, without expoling myſelf mproperly ??? 
& Truſt to me,” ſaid tae old woman, and leep 
in peace to night ; may fleep renew the roſes on 
your cheeks, and the carnation on your lips. To 


. © morrow, before the day be far advanced, ſhall you 


ſee your lover; you will know, whether it be he 
whom you ſaw in thoſe delicious dreams; and as 
I regulate every thing here for your ſervice, mat- 
ters ſhall be ſo diſpoſed that you ſhall neither be 
teazed nor expoſed to any inconvenience what. 
ever.” Alſetilſone taking ſome conſolation from 
this flattering promiſe, went to bed. 

Next morning, the old woman haſtened to. the 
ſhop of Simouſtapha. I come,” ſaid the, © to 
tell you of the ragout which you gave me. You 
are paid in the way you wifhed; for it has had 
its effects. But, my handſome young man, con- 
tinued ſhe, what will you give me, if I ſhall tell 


you the happieſt of all news for a man of your 


age and qualifications?” Whatever you pleaſe 
to require,” returned Simouſtapha. Let me 
tell you,” continued the old woman, * the lady 
whom you regaled yeſterday, wiſhes to dine to- 
day upon dithes from your kitchen; but take care, 
that every thing be dreſſed with your own hand.” 

„1 ſhall with joy obey your orders,” replied 
Simouſtapha.—“ If it be ſo,” returned Namouna, 
you already owe me a kiſs. Let me ſee if I 
can lay you under more obligations. Do you 
know that you are going to prepare dinner for the 
incomparable Ilſetilſone, the greateſt and moſt 
beautiful princeſs upon earth.” My heart,” re- 


plied Simouſtapha, bluſhing, © told me as much.” 


„What!“ ſaid Namouna, your heart? 
What means this ?—Your heart? Are you in 


love 


—— 
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love with my princeſs ?” The hearts of the mon- 
archs of the earth.burn for her,” anſwered Simou- 
ſtapha, and they may avow their paſſion. Her 
beauty, her virtue, muſt captivate all who hear 
them mentioned. As for me, I defire only to be 
ranked as one of the humbleſt of her ſlaves.” — 
« If you do feel a partiality in her favour,” ſaid 


Namouna, I have done you no injury with her: 
and if you be impatient to ſee her, I can aſſure 


you, that ſhe is equally fo, to ſee you.“ 

„Her ſlave,” xeplied Simouſtapha, . 1s ready 
to fly to her feet.. Since you are in this hum- 
our,” ſays the old woman,“ you may come and 
receive payment for your diſhes. _ You ſhall re- 
ceive it from her fair hand. Prepare the dinner, 
and ſend it in at the great gate of the palace by 
your own flaves. Immediately after dinner, be 
you ready yourſelf at a ſecret paſſage which I 
ſhall ſhew you. Sure, you will now allow, my 


adear Simouſtapha, that you owe me a kiſs. —< 1 


owe you a thouſand,” ſaid Simouſtapha, <mbrac- 
ing the old woman with rapture ; after which 
they parted. 

Simouſtapha prepared the meal, with all his 
ſkill. Ten young {laves, fair, ruddy, and beauti- 
ful each as the God of Love, and drefled out at 
the ſame time with the greateſt elegance; —— 
it to the palace. 

Ilſetilſone was agreeably ſurpriſed by this proof 
of gallantry. Her old confidant received every 
thing from the hands of the {laves ; and the young 
princeſs made a plentiful meal of thoſe meats to 
which the hand of her lover had given even an 


imaginary reliſh. She praiſed to Namouna every 
diſh after another. Eat, eat,“ ſaid the good 


old woman to her. That wht comes from 
the 


* 
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the perſon who loves us, can never do us harm.” 
„ Can Simouſtapha love me, when he has never 
yet ſeen me ?” ſaid the princeſs. 

«© Have you ſeen him?” returned Mais 
* you who loſe your reſt for him? It is what is 
written in heaven, my dear child: and ſuch things 
are accompliſhed here below by extraordinary 
means.“ 

As ſoon as I told him, that a great Lady, who 


had been much pleaſed with his former diſh, wiſh- 


ed to dine again upon meats of his preparing, he 
conjectirred rightly that it muſt be you ; his heart, 


he ſaid, had whiſpered ſo much to him; and, in 


his tranſport, at knowing that it was for you he 
was employed, he embraced me, poor old woman 
that J am, with great ardour. Pardon me, my 
princeſs, for having received the firſt careſſes of 
your lover, for the good news which I carried. — 
He ſeems to me to be deſperately in love with you: 
And I am willing to furrender to you your own; 
ſaying which, tie old woman caſt herſelf upon 
her miſtreſs neck, and gave her a warm em- 
brace, | 

« How fooliſh you are, my good Namouna 15 


laid Ilſetilſone. Not more fo, than any other 


woman in Bagdad,“ anſwered Namouna, If his 
kiſſes were to be ſold, you would ſee a moſt furious 
conteſt about the purchaſe ; - he crier might make 
his fortune.“ 

While this little conference went on, Simouſta- 
pha's ſlaves returned home with the diſhes from 
the princeſs? table, charmed with the flatteriag 
reception thev had found ; and having each five 
pieces of gold, which they had received from the 
hand of IIfetilſone. 


VOL. IT, B Simouſtapha, 


—— — — 


1 thus encouraged to pay 2 Own 


viſt, diſpatched his affairs, bathed, perfumed him- 
ſelf, put on his richeſt clothes z and then repaired 
to the palace by the paſſage which had been * 
ed out to him. 

Namouna waited at the door to admit "a 
From the terrace of the palace, the princeſs ſuſ- 
pended between love, hope, and fear, obſerved 
who approached. _ It is he,” ſaid ſhe, © ſuch as 
I have twice ſeen him in my dreams. It was in this 
very dreſs he appeared, the firſt time. The ſe- 
cond time his robes were of a dazzling luſtre, 
which overpowered my fight.” While the prin- 
ceſs was making theſe remarks on bis appearance, 


| Simouſtapha entered the apartment in which their 


interview was to take place. The princeſs came 


in, by an oppoſite door. Simouſtapha reſpectſul- 


ly ſaluted her, and waited with downcaſt eyes, and 


with his hands folded upon his breaſt, till 1 
mould ſpeak to him. 


& You are,” ſaid ſne. Simouſtapha, the 9 


whom I have heard ſo hig ghly praiſed ?*? * I have 


been praiſed beyond my deſert, Madam,” replied 
Simouſtapha. That I can hardly think,” an- 
ſwered the princeſs; your appearance en ſo 
much above your condition ; and you exerciſe 
your art with ſuch infinite dexterity and {kill ; it 
feems indeed to be made for you ; but you are 
far from ſeeming to have been made for it. What 
reaſons, pray, have induced you to ſettle at Bag- 
dad?” 


* 


«Oh! princeſs worthy of the non of 
| the whole world ! ” ſaid Simouſtapha, e zf you 
would have your flave to ſpeak with ſincerity 
remove that veil which keeps up his diffidence, 
that the truth which he ſpeaks, may reach your 


ear. 
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ear. I have ſuffered too much already, to be now 
denied the felicity of admiring thoſe charms which 
that impertinent veil conceals from my view.” 

*« You have been no more than a year at Bag- 
dad,” returned the princeſs ; it is but for a mo- 


ment that my veil can poſfibliy have been trouble- 


ſome to you; how come you then to ſpeak of 
long torments! When could theſe begin?“ At 
that moment,” ſaid Simouſtapha, when I felt 
the firſt emotions of a paſſion, which muſt continue 
to inflame my breaſt, till my heart ceaſe to beat.” 

„ Animpetious law,” reſumed Ilſetilſone, © for- 


bids me to remove my veil.” * Reſpectful 5 


midity,” returned Simouſtapha, „ confines m 
ſecret within my lips.“ „ This childiſhneſs,” 
cried the good Namouna, *© trifles away our 
time : the chief eunuch may come 1n, as he ſuffers 
no long interval to paſs between his viſits.” 80 
faying, ſhe approached the princeſs, and lifted up 
her veil. 

Timidity and referve ſeemed to be removed 
with that {light piece of tuff, IIſetilſone was no 
ſooner freed from the impertinent gauze, than ſhe 
advanced a ſtep towards Simouſtapha. A natural 


movement led them to embrace with the greateſt 


tenderneſs. A collation had been prepared; the 
two lovers fat down to it; for they were now both 
tao much affected to continue the converſation. 
They looked on each other, ſighed, and eat by 


turns, till the happy hour was run. Namouna 


reminded them of this. They parted with tears 


in their eyes. It was as if they had loved through 


life; and the bands of felicity and of habit tvere 
durſt ax once. 

« [Ifetilfone ſoon fell back from the; joy of this 
charming interview into her former melancholy. 
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It was in vain. that diſhes prepared by the hands 
of her lover were daily ſerved upon her table; 
ſuch little arts were inſufficient to ſoothe her anx- 
ious feelings. She had enjoyed fo much in one no- 
ment of rapture, that inferior pleaſures were per- 
fectly inſipid to her. Her complexion became 
pale, and her health was evidently ſuffering a ra- 
pid decline. | 

Namouna was extremely uneaſy, * Pe rea- 
fonable,” ſaid ſhe to her; enjoy the pleaſure 
of loving, and of being beloved. You wiſh to 
ſee your lover and to enjoy his company. But, 
there are duties which prudence enjoins you. 
You may loſe all by your impatience, and blaſt 
the lthes and roſes of your complexion, the flower 
of youth, which conſtitutes the moſt precious 
charm of beauty. Leave me to manage matters. 
Happineſs is not to be obtained ſo ſpeedily.—Sce 
how the ſtars of night cluſter the heavens ; if but 
one of theſe ſtrives to precipitate its- courſe, it 
wanders aſtray, and falls never to appear again. 
The ſtar which guides the fortune of your love 
muſt only keep pace with the reſt; there would 
be danger in any attempt to quicken its career.“ 

*« I underſtand what is reaſonable, my dear Na- 
mouna, but I cannot follow it. If you. would 
have me eat, tell me that I ſhall again fee Simou- 
flapha.” ,+ Well! fince it muſt be ſo, ſit down 
and cat... I ſhall tell you what J am thinking, of.“ 
The princeſs ordered ſome diſhes to be ſet before 
her, eat moderatelv, and then required the re- 
ward promiſed by Namouna fer this Pieag of com- 
plaiſance. 

Since you w -ould then know my plan,” 2 ſays | 
Namouna, it is this. You have, for ſome days, | 
kept your bed, aud have not paid your uſual viſits 

| | to 
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to the caliph.” I expect the chief of the eunuchs 


will ſoon be here, to enquire why you confine 
yourſelf to your apartment. The caliph and Zo- 
beide, your mother, will next come to examine 


into the nature of your indiſpoſition. They will 


naturally make every enquiry which parental ſo- 
licitude can be ſuppoſed to ſuggeſt. © Do you 
feel any pain?“ will they fay : Does any thing 
vex or hurt you? What is there that can give you 
!?? Prepare to make the proper replies 

+ Beware of ſaying that you are fick. You will 
then have a phyfician fent to you; and be forced 
to take medicines which you don't need. But 
ſay that you feel a lowneſs of ſpirits which a 
little amuſement might remove. Aſs them to 
permit you to ſeek that amuſement in Bagdad; 
and to grant you two days, with a certain inter- 
val between them; fo near to one another, that 
they 'may both join in producing the ſame happy 
effect on your ſpirits, yet with ſuch a ſpace inter- 
vening, that the courſe of public buſineſs ma- 
not be interrupted on your account : For a public 
crier mult announce your entrance, in order that 
you may meet with no perſon whom it would be 
Improper or difagreeable for yon to ſes, or who 
might be expoſed to puniſhment in conſequencꝭ 
of having only accidentally feen you. 4 

You muſt then aſk leave to go to the bath on 
the firſt of theſe days, and to viſit the ſhops of the 
city on the ſecond. It may happen—but of that 


hereafter, —that devotion ſhall lead us to frequent 


the moſques. I ſhall arrange every thing ſo that 


you may fully avail yourſelf of the N 


which you will thus obtain,” 
Scarcely had Namouna explained her project, 
when: Meſrour, the chief of the eunuchs, came. to 


B3 5 viſit 
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ly - viſit the princeſs by the command of the caliph. 
FZ The conſ.quences of this little incident were ſuch 
4 as to juſtify the foreſight of Namouna. Haroun 
| and Zobeide came to fee their daughter, and ſhe ob- 
| | tained permiſſion from them to walk through 
| | Bagdad, in the manner, and at the times which 
$74 her nurſe and ſhe had preconcerted. 
Haroun, upon his return to his own apartment, 
ordered Giafar to take meaſures, that the prin- 
ce's Ilſetilſone might, next day, enjoy the amuſe. 
ment of walking through all the ſtreets of the 
city with her train, and ſee every object of curio- 
fity without being expoſed to any perſon's gaze. 
The Grand Vizie: ſent his orders to the inſpec- 
tor of the police; and, on the ſame evening, the 
whole inhabitants of Bagdad were warned by the 
public criers, to adorn their ſhops with all their 
moit rare and prectous effects, and at the hour of 
prayer, to beware all of appearing either in the 
FE ſtreets, or, even in their houſes ; that the princeſs 
11 Uſetilſone might not be diſturbed either in walk- 
ing through the c ty, or in amuſing her curioſity; 
as ſhe was to walk in the city at that hour. What- 
ever ſhe might make the perſons in her train 
| take up, ſhould be punQually paid for, and in- 
. demnification made for the flighteſt damages - 
which they might commit; but the ſevereſt pun- 
iſhment was threatened againſt all thoſe who 
| Ihould, out of reſtleſſneſs or curioſity, diſobey 
| theſe orders. 
| When matters were thus ſettled, Namouna 
already proud of the ſucceſs of her ſcheme, came 
| eagerly to IIſetilſone. Well! princeſs, every 
thing is ordered to your wiſhes. The {treets of 


Bagdad will be clear for you to-morrow morn- 
499 
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ing?” Too much ſo, replied the princeſs, : / 
„if all the inhabitants are to remove out of the 
way, and none to remain in the houſes.” | 
+ You don't ſeem to underſtand the ſpirit of 
the proclamation, I Madam. All the houſes front- 
ing the ſtreet, or receiving light from it, muſt be 
deſerted for the time by their inhabitants. But 
if all the inhabitants of Bagdad were obliged to 
go and encamp without the city, they muſt be de- 
ſtroyed by the heat of the ſun, for the want of 
tents. Each will retire into a ſecret part of his 
houſe, where he can neither ſee nor hear, and' far 
leſs be ſeen by any perſon. The rich will go to 


their country houſes; the poor will retreat into 


ſome obſcure holes: the city will thus reſemble 
a deſart: and hence will it favour the execution 
of cur deſigns: You may then do what you pleaſe; 


Four women will ſcatter themſelves through the 
ſhops with a degree of curioſity and covetouſneſs 
of which you can have no idea. The eunuchs will 


follow to take account of their behaviour, and to 
obſerve what they carry with them, as well as to 
diſpatch little affairs of their own ; and we, in the 


mean time, may attend to our particallls concerns. 


Make yourſelf eaſy: go to the bath: ſup chear- 


fully; fleep ſoundly; and ſet off your charms to 
the beſt advantage. To-morrow ſhall I have the 


pleaſure of ſeeing the lovelieſt couple under heav- 
en together.“ 


Ilſetilſone did what her good nurſe l 


And Namouna, before the cloſe of the day, bad 
warned Simouſtapha of the viſit which he was to 
receive. The lover was in deſpair when he heard 

the criers proclaim, that every perſon ſhould diſ- 


appear, under puin of death, for the princeſs Was 


* # 


A > 
1 
95 
4 
3 


3 5 
925 2 * 

7 5 
Fe 

XK OY 

IN. 
1 

75 8 

= 

4 

n 

* 

; 3 5 
5 


to walk through Bagdad. Namouna found him 


ſunk 
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ſunk in a melancholy reverie. What!“ ſaid 
ſhe, when he told her the cauſe, ** do you make 
yourſelf unhappy at an order which I have procur-- 


ed to be ſolicited, of purpoſe, that you 2 205 the . 


eaſier have an interview with my princeſs! To- 
morrow morning, fend you all your flaves out of 
the city ; affect to follow yourſelf; but retuin by 
back way, and wait for us at the bottom of your 
garden. We ſhall enter your ſhop. The noiſe 


which we make in entering will give you notice 


when we are there. And, at any rate, I ſhall 
know where to find you, without your being ex- 


poſed to be ſeen. But, prepare to-night whatever 


you intend to entertain us with to-morrow. I 
know that you will not fail through-avarice ; and 
F could wager that you are to give me a treat.” 
That were farprifing indeed,” anſwered Si- 
mouſtapha, ** conſidering what my ſentiments 
are towards you.” “ I ſhall put you inftantly” 
to the trial,” replied the old woman; you can- 
not but be delighted with what I have told you; 


you remember how you paid me for the firſt good 


news I brought you? Have you any more of the 
ſame coin for me?” *© T underſtand you, good 
Madam,” anſwered Simouſtapha, „ make your: 
choice, while you are here, out of what is mine. 
What you aſk is mine no longer; it is engaged.” 
„ Pure avarice this!“ cried Namouna, gayly, 
„ J ſhall tell your miſtreſs, that you have a fault 
not common to men at your age. Thus will 1 
revenge myſelf on you. However, I would not 
give pain to my dear child. She has not had a 
moment's reſt ſince ſhe ſaw you. She does no- 
thing but figh. She would have died, had I not 
thought of means to put all Bagdad out of the 


my to . tete- d-tete, among a crowd, 
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which are thus rendered blind and deaf for your, 


convenience. I wiſh to bear to her ſome kind 


meſſage from̃ you, What ſhall 1 ſay ? 


„% That I am enchanted, raviiheg,” faid 898 
ſtapha, „that I want words to expreſs, my feel- 
ings, that J am dying of 1 impatience to fee her, 
and ſhall feel the moſt anxious ſolicitude, till the 
moment when we meet again. If ſhe has enjoyed 
little reſt fince we were laſt together. my eyes have 
not, even for a moment, been ſhut; my head is 
ſo filled with the charming idea of her, my heart 
ſo affected, that her name is for ever about to 
eſcape from my lips. Did I not confine myſelf 
to abſolute filence, I could not. help pronouncing 
. 

© Good !” ſaid the old woman, « if I could 
3 and repeat all that, I might ſay that I 
return with my pockets full. But theſe are only 


words; do you give me nothing more ſubſtantial 


to carry with me? I ö ſhould not fail of delivering 
it.. 80 ſaying, the woman offered her cheek ; 
but in vain; the was obliged, therefore, to be 
gone. ; 00 3 thou miſer, Simouſtapha! 

| Namouna returned quickly to the palace, and 
eee the above converſation almoſt word for 
word, even to the little piece of pleaſantry with. 
which it ended. „% What! my good wo- 
man,” ſaid Ilſctilſone, . would you ſericuſiy have 

had him to kiſs you? Are you Rill ſuſceptible of 
ſo youthful a paſſion as love?“ 

That I don't ſay,” repized Namouna ; „ but, 
even under my wrinkles I have the heart of a girl 
of twenty; and, if -I-were to live to the age of 
an hundred, I ſhould never be an enemy to the 
men, provided tliey were all as handſome as Si- 


mouſtapha, But my pretenſions riſe not high. 
(75 3.3 A trite 
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A trifle pays them ; yet even that trifle gives me 
reat pleaſure, If 1 ſhould entirely ceale to love; 
a might become too bad. But go, ſleep. To- 
morrow is a great day for you.” : 
Next day, immediately after the hour of pray- 
er, IIſetilſone, with ſixty young and beantiful 
flaves, went into Bagdad. The princeſs, with her 
nurſe, took the way to the baths which were at 
the ſmalleſt diſtance from the dwelling of her lov- | 
er. She went in, and then ſaid to her chief eu- 4 
nuch; 1 ihall call the ſlaves of this houſe to ſerve 2 
me; let all my own ſlaves enjoy this opportu- 1 
nity of diverting themlelyes, ard walk about L 
through the town.” The euruch obeyed; ſhe 7 
went into the bath, and, after continuing there a 
ſhort time, came out, and went forward under the 
guidance of love and Namouna. 
Simouſtapha was impatiently expecting her in a 
retired corner of his garden, ina ruſtic grotto, where 
was a fountain from which he uſed to cool his li- 
quors. He was preparing breakfaſt, and, from time 
to time, ſang verſes, in which he ſtrove to paint the 
ardour of his paſſion, and the happineſs which he 
was ſoon to enjoy. Of all his family none remained 
with him, but one beautiful and expert young 
flave, who was a mute. Suddenly his ear was 
{truck with a ruſtling noiſe in his garden; he a- 
roſe ; and ran forward, It was the object of his 
defires, his muſings, and his ſongs. IIſetilſone 
had been ſome moments arrived. She had ap- 
proached the grotto unperceived, and had heard, 
with delight, the laſt verſe of her lover's fong. 
Herſelf was the ſubject. The voice rendered the 
words more charming. To ſeem as if ſhe had not 
overheard him; ſhe had gone back to ſome di- 
france, and made the noiſe as the ſi gnal of her arrival. 
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It was not an ordinary paſſion, founded up- 


on the mere admiration of perſonal beauty, or the 


tranſient impulſe of ſenſual deſire, by which theſe 
lovers were mutually attracted; it was the vibra- 
tion of ſympathy; or rather, if it be true, as phi- 
loſophers teach, that matches are made in heaven, 
before our ſouls are ſent down into theſe mortal 


bodies, it was the Power of Deſtiny. They ſtop,, 
they gaze, with murual admiration, and with 2 
mixture of curioſity with the livelieſt joy. Their 
arms are mutually extended to embrace one ano- 


ther, and their hearts are ſo overpowered, that 


they ſwoon away in the embrace. 'The grotto 


was fortunately beſpread with a moſſy covering: 


and the prudent foreſight of Namonna was at 
hand to provide againſt all accidents. 


But, the place was little conventent for ſo in- 
tereſting an interview. Simouſtapha led his mi- 
{treſs into an alcoran ſhaded from the ſun's rays, by 
interweaving branches and thick foliage. Here 
{to-d a ſopha oa which they might recline ; and 
in this retreat had Simouſtapha prepared an ele- 
gant repaſt. Here was, beſides, every thing that 


could ſerve to refreſh or amuſe the princeſs : : Fi- 


gures of different animals poured from their 


mouths and noſtrils ſtreams of limpid water, 


which, as they fell into a deep baſon prepared to 


receive them, diffuſed the moſt delicious coolneſs 


all around. 
Ilſetilſone and Simouſtapha ſat down together, to 


the repaſt. Namouna and the mute waiting to ſerve 


them. They eat little, and ſpoke ſtill leſs; the lan- 


guage of the eyes is that in which high-wrought 


paſſion moſt naturally expreſſes itſelf. At length, 


Ilſetilſone broke this expreſſive ſilence, and, in a 


voice of angelic ſoftneſs and melody exclaimed, 
: | « Oh! ' 
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„% Oh . Simouſtapha! I love you, and I feel that it 
muſt, be for ever impoſſible for me to love any 
other than you I know not how we ſhall get over 
the vaſt diſtance by which fortune ſeems to have 


| divided. n Were there nothing to ſepa- 


rate us but my lofty pretenſions, we ſhould bc in- 


_ Rantly united? What can I loſe by union with a 


ſoul of ſuch elevation and \magnanimity as yours ? 
4 ſeem to bluſh at the injuſtice of fortune which 
has placed you in a condition fo ill becoming your 


merits iT thould glory in ſhaming her malevo- 


lence, if L. could, by raiſing you to that Cans for 
which you appear to have been formed. 


„Jam but too much elevated nate, Ma- 


dam "replied Simouſtapha, by the kind ſenti- 
ments with which you deign to honour me. — 
Theſe, are my fortune and glory, no leis than my 
happineſs. You love me. My ambition aſks no 
more. Had Ia crown, it could give me no plea- 
fare, unleſs that of laying it at your feet.” 
Loet us vow,” faid the princeſs, to live on- 
ly for one another, whatever be the events of our 
fortune; and to enter into no e that 
may prove obſtacles to our union.“ 
Before rn on my knees, I fear. 17 the 
holy name of the prophet !”* erred Simouſtapha. 
The princeſs aroſe. The tendereſt Eiſſes fealed 
their mutual engagements: while their tears al- 
Fernately flowed. and were wiped away. 
Namouna, whoſe heart was of other tuff than 
to feel all the value of thoſe precious tears, was 
impatient to divert them from this melting mood, 


What!“ ſaid e, have I brought you toge- 


ther, to blubber in this manner, inſtead of being 
cheartul and happy? How I hate thoſe languiſh- 
ing lovers Eat, drink, and be merry?! As 

| {he 
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ſhe ſpoke thus, ſhe ſerved up before them ſeveral 
diſhes of meat, and made them drink alternatel 

out of the ſame cup. Have you no mulical in- 
firuments ?” ſaid ſhe to Simouſtapha. Let 
them be brought hither. No eye fees us; and 


while you put an end to your weeping, I will 


teach you better amuſement.“ 

The mute, at a ſign from his maſter, diſappear- 
ed, and returned immediately with muſical inſtru- 
ments of different ſorts. Namouna took one, and 


was beginning the prelude to an air ſprightly as het 


humour; when Ilſetilſone, 1 in a tender, bewitch- 
ing voice, began to recite ſome charming verſes, 
which ſhe rendered {till more affecting by accom- 
panying them with the harmonious ſounds of a 

theorbo that ſhe touched with graceful ſkill. Sis 
mouſtapha, in anſwering her, diſplayed, at once, 
ſenſe and ſentiment in his verſes, and exquiſite 
taſte in his muſic: The conteit between them was, 


who ſhould beſt expreſs the melting tenderneſs 


which diſſolved both their hearts. 

Namouna was content ; for this had ſomewhat 
of the appearance of amuſement. But the wan 
obliged to interrupt their pleaſures, and to warn 
them, that they muſt ſeparate, to avoid giving 
ſuſpicions to the women or eunuchs of the prin- 
ceſs? train. It was not without pain that two fo 
fond lovers could think of parting. They again 
embraced tenderly ; and their tears flowed afreſh. 
© In the name of Mahomet,” ſaid Namouna, who 
was now become impatient, * have done with 
theſe lamentations ; and let us be gene.“ 

The lovers parted. ' The princeſs compoſed her 
countenance, ſo that it could not betray the agita- 
tion of paſſion which ſhe had fo lately felt; and, 


Joining her ſlaves, returned toward the palace, in 
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the hope, that ſne might ſoon ſee a again her dear 
Simonſtapha. The caliph was impatiently ex- 
pecting his daughter's return. When the chief 
eunuch informed him, that ſhe was in the palace, 
heqvent eagerly to her apartments, to ak how 
thedbund, herſelf, after bathing and walking. 
„Alſetilſone anſwered, that the exer ciſe, and the 
diverſity of objects which ſhe had ſeen in the ſhops, 
had given her the greateſt pleaſure. The caliph 
ſeeing her eyes unuſually animated, and her com- 
plexion more lively than it had been on the pre- 
deding evening, Was. pleaſed with himſelf for hay- 
ing complied with her defire of walking abroad, 
and amuſing herſelf in the ſtreets of Bagdad. "The 
princeſs Zobeide was no leſs happy at ſeeing her 
daughter without that air of melancholy which 
had ſo long hung about her, and threatened alarm. 
ing conſequences. 
It was therefore 1 that £7 7594; "ng after 
reſt ing for two days, ſhould. again, for health and 
exerciſe, viſit Bagdad. 'Fhe public criers received 


orders to notify the e 8 intentions to the | 


people. 
8:5 Ab! what a long time, two * gy 7255 che 
princeſs; j on can you, my dear Namouna, conceive 
the ſituation of my heart, during this cruel inter- 
val of abſence? How can I live without Simou- 
Kapha? 

« Were the ſe yoo days mine, ' replied. Namou- 

77h ey ſhotild flow on faſter than they will 
e How would you contrive to kill 
them?” I would ſleep one half; and for the 
otber, it ſhould be paſſed in eating, drinking, 
making merry, and pleaſing, myſelf with the idea 
of ſ{:0n ſeeing my dear Simouſtapha again. But, 
what ſigniſies your 19g one another, when you 
** i do 
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do nothing together but weep, and make compli⸗ 
ments of as ſerious a caſt, as thoſe which paſs at 


the preſentment of a Mufti. I was once young 


m vſelf; and have had little affairs of love in my 
time; but I wanaged chem very differently: peo- 
ple ſuppoſe, that we chearful fouls feldom think, 
becanſe we laugh fo much, while we are often 


laughing at what they are thinking of. But, if I 
had ever had ſuch an adventure as this of bes, 


I ſhould certainly have made the moſt of it.. 

Mou, Namouna, were not daughter to a caliph; 
but the glory, the ſovereign rank, and the paternal 
tenderneſs of my father oppoſe the iudulgenee of 
my ſentiments; for my lover, although in my 
eyes, worthy of any throne upon earth, is but 
F But a Eceper of a tavern, you would 


ſay, Madam.” He is ſo; yet ſurely the moſt 


amiable of men. Happineſs is to be found in all 
conditions. I deſpiſe the cumberfome and imper- 
tinent pomp of greatnefs. I ſhould think myſelf 
happier with my handſome tavern keeper, than 
in the poſſeſſion of any monarch in the Eaſt.“ 
« You trifle, Namouna,” replied IIſetilſone 
„ Either you or J muſt hugh,” replied the old 
woman; ** otherwiſe theſe apartments will bes 
come abfolntely the abode of ſadneſs.” Take care 
of Fourſe?f, or you will appear like an animated 
mummy merely, when you next Weg Wan 
the ſtreets of Bagdad.“ | 

The princeſs could not help bling divethed with 
the gacty of the good nurſe ; and her impatienee 
was thus inſenfibly footbed. Simouſtapha, in the 


mean þ ene amuſed himſefi in bann new Prepn- 


mi Ent ag tecahl 1 borprile ten! Vellels of gold, 
aud otliers of the moſt precious ratet ĩials, are now 
e te 
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honſ: 2 to e nothing, in Wola to 
appeAr,, but, Aplendid elegance - all his ſlaves ate 

q in theſe Preparations : and, were it nut for 
drawing upon him the prying eye of impertinent 
eurioſity, he would prepare to receive his royal 
miſtreſs in a ſtill more ſplendid and expenſive man- 
fer. 

The two tedious days are, at length, at an end. 
The wiſhed- for hour is come, IIfetilſone iſſuin 
from the bath in all the bluſhing radiance of her 
charms, breathing love and heavenly ſoftneſs, and 
eyraved in the utmoſt richneſs and dlecance. of 
dreſs, proceeds into Bagdad, attended by all her 
fhaves.—On her way to her lover's thop, the en- 
tered. mot of the others. fler train diſpetſed 
through. the different warehouſes, and were eager 
to ſee and examine every thing. When ſhe faw 
them all engaged, and believed their attention 
to be fixed upon the objects ahout them, ſhe im- 
mediately ſtole away, with . 80 into the 
houſe of Simouſtapha. He was alone, with his 
zaithful mute. | 
le had informed his domeſtics in the Herbiag 
that. as the, caliph's daughter was, that day, to 
walk in the ſtreets of Bagdad, it would be piti- 
dent for them to leave the ci ty; but they might 
take every thing neceſſary 11 2 5 them, and go 
dine upon the other fide of tlie rivers, Jalla a and 
IIphara. Zuch orders, eſpecially as they were ac- 
compamed with fone pieces of gold, were, to 
thoſe to Wem kliey were direct GY very, Ager 
able. ES - TIN 3 
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Ilfetilſone paſſed from the ſhop into the garden. 
The mute made a fign'; and the two lovers were ſoon. 
in each other's arms.— Fruits and different ſorts of 
refreſhments were ſoon preſented. Curioũty led 
the princeſs to examine the various beauties of the 
garden, and the mode in which the ſeveral apart- 
ments of the houſe were laid out. Without, ev- 
ery thing had more the appearance of taſte and 
elegance, than of opulence. But, within, the für- 
priſe of the princeſs roſe higher at the fight of 
every new room which ſhe entered. Every thing, 
here diſplayed the moſt graceful, varied, and ex- 
penſive magnificence. 

« My princeſs,” faid Simouſtapha, as they ad- 
vanced to a room which he had not yet ſhewn her. 
you are about to enter an ap.rtment which no 
perſon has hitherto ſeen, and within which T never 
preſume to ſet my feet. It was intended for one 


of whom I durſt not flatter myſelf ſo far as to hope, 


that ſhe would ever honour it with her preſence.” 
At theſe words, Ilſetilſone was extraordinarily 
moved with curioſity and ſurpriſe. She had been 
already ſurprited+to ſee ſuch a profuſion of opu- 
lence in the houſe of a perſon in Simouſtapha's 
condition of life: but ſhe was now much more ſo, 
to ſee an apartment richer ſtill, and prepared too 
for the uſe of a fingle perſon, whom ſhe could not 
ſuppoſe to be any other than herſelf. 

The door opened, and diſplayed a ſaloon more 
ſumptuouily decorated than any thing that could. 
have been concetved to be in Bagdad, and fit for 
the reception of the greateſt of monarchs. Through. 
this they paſſed into another chamber, magnifi- 
cently furniſhed with ſophas and cuſhions of bro- 
cade. The princeſs could not help expreſſing the 
greateſt aſtoniſhment. Namouna gazed : ſhe was 


G3. confounded. ;; 
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confounded; ſhe could not fpeak ; nor, amidſt ſo 
many fine things, durſt ſhe venture to move. 

For whom. 1s this apartment deſigned?“ ſaid 
the princeſs. For | none,“ replied her young 
lover paſſionately, but the faireſt and lovelieft 
of prineeſſes. t Ah!“ returned ſhe, ** heav- 
en and Mahomet grant, that ſhe may, one day, en- 
joy it!“ As ſhe ſpoke: thus, her feelings were 
over powered, and ſhe funk down in a ſwoon, up- 
on the floor. She was raiſed and placed upon a 
ſopha, where her ſenſes ſoon revived. Who 
placed; me here??“ faid ſhe. . J.“ „It was 
he,” replied Namouna, every th ing here is deſtin- 
ed for you; here you reign Sultana, / Will 
Jou then ſtay with me, Simouſtapha ?“ reſumed 
the princeſs. He who has conſecrated his 
life to you, cannot withdraw a kan moment from 
your ſer vice... * 

What ceremony a win formality 50 com- 
pliment this!“ {aid Namouna, leaving the room 
abruptly; the eunuch and | are going to Peer 
pare the collation.“ 

The lovers are left e | Their hearts are 
diſſolved in tender paſſion. But they cannot over- 
ſep the reſtcamts of duty. Conxerſation, the moſt 
expreſſive of paſſionate feelings, is intermixed, be- 
tween them, with ſoft careſſes. They vow mutuat 
and unchanging love. They expreſs their defire 
of confirming their affection by the fanction of the 
moſt ſacred ties. They think of thoſe difficulties 
which ſeem to render their union hopelefs. Fear 
excited ſome tears. But theſe were wiped away 
by hope. It was thus their moments nn! in the 
abſence of Namouna. 

Dear Simouſtapha!ꝰ faid the fond nferilsbne, 
& you ſeem to poſſeſs ſo much opulence, and to 75 
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| ſo formedfor making the nobleſt uſe of it, that I 


cannot help aſking, how you come to have deſoend- 
ed to your preſent” oecupation?? * Oh! 'n 

princeſs, | have been reduced to'it by an irteſiſtible 
power, to whoſe ſervice I have dedicated my whole 
life; and to whom I here vow the moſt implicit 
obedience. Let us not return upon the paſt, but 


look forward to the future. F canhot ſupport. 


life without the hope of poſſeſſing Jou.“ Nor 
J, Simonſtapha, if deprived of you; but how _— 
our wiſhes be accompliſhed 27 

«© This is no longer your concern, my dear 
princeſs,” returned Simouſtapha. Now that I 
am aſſured of your heart, be it my care to pre- 
ferve its peace, and ſeeure the poffeſſion of it. I 
mall triumph over every obſtacle. "Op death. 
ſhall divide us.“ 

The key was now ka to turn in the lock. 
Namouna entered, and, in a very pleaſant hum- 
our, Come, my children” ſaid lhe ; the colla- 
tom is ſerved up; the hours are faſt paſſing ; let 
ns make a good uſe of them.” 80 faying, the caft 
a glance upon the two lovers. Simouſtapha ſat 


near his miſtrefs, and was devouring her hand 


with his kifſes, and bedewing it with his tears.— 
«Still -weeping ?” ſaid the; 4 you are ineorri- 
ible, I fee. You pretty Celadon, who ſeem to 
have drowred your reaſon in your tears, ede 
you may pofſibly find it again in the repaſt here 
prepared for you.“ 

The lovers repaired to the alcove. Their eyes 
glowed with the expreſſion of their ſentiments. 
Their lips only explained and confirmed the lan- 
guage of their eyes. The tendernefs and ſincerity 
of their love appeared equally in their mutual care 
to prevent each other's wiſhes, mac in the 
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ſaid Namouna, ** ecſtaſy and admiration have now 
ſucceeded: your tears. Come, yet a few more 
ſighs ; view each others charms : and, even when 
you think, you have ſaid all you can, enough will 


ſmiled on her-nurſe. The lovers aroſe from the 


9 " 
— ty — " 
2 — 


; retired parts of the garden. Dear Simouſtapha,” 
h faid the princeſs, we muſt immediately part; I 
am yours for life. Aſſure me by ſome ſtronger 


melt than my heart change.“ 


to her lover, * till you have firſt explained to me 
your condition, with which my future fortune in 


e are A EG 


more and more, my ſurpriſe. The dignified ge- 
neroſity of your conduct, your good ſenſe, your a- 
bilities, your graceful manners, all beſpeak your 
having enjoyed extraordinary advantages of educa- 


_ 


S — — 
3 


a favourite object of the care of providence. You 
are young, you have none about you but flaves, 
every circumſtance concurs to tempt you to diſſipa- 
tion; how are you enabled to conduct yourſelf 
with ſo much prudence? And by what caprice of 
fortune, or of your own, have you been reduced 
to an occupation which lo little becomes you? 
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of their attentions to one another. Very well, 


ſtill remain to be ſaid.” The beauteous IIſetilſone 


table, and wandered together towards the more 


engagement, that you will alſo continue faithful 
to me.” I call heaven and the holy prophet to 
witneſs/the unchangeable ſincerity of my paſſion 15. 
returned Simouſtapha ; ** receive this ring as a 
pledge of my promiſe. Sooner ſhall this diamond 


The beauty and ſparkling luſtre of the diamond | 
raiſed anew the admiration. and curioſity of the 
princeſs. You ſhall not leave me,” ſaid the 


life is fo cloſely connected. Your riches excite ſtill 


tion, and even ſeem to indicate, that you have been 
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Cletl un my doubts; if poffible, and complete myc 
| häppine oſs by the explanation which Irgquires?? -:; 
„ am alone, it is true,“ ſid? Srmouſtaphary 1 
hive no perfor with te to ſuperintend my conduct. 
But, I bad once à maſter who inſtructed me in the 
arts and fciences, under whom 1 learned torthink, 
and tô difcern. TRat reſpectable Phi iloſdpher 
formed my mind to thoſe virtues which J ſtill cul- 
tivatèe. Let not your tendernefs be alarmed con- 
cerning either my conduct or my reſources. b am 
altranger in Bagdad. 1 have relations. But, aſł me 
not concerning the reafons of m Wee an 
them, nor concerning my prefent condition. My 
ſccrets will ſoon ceaſe to be fo to yo. I will keep 
nothing ſecret from her whom I love more than 
life, and to whom a ſacred tie is to unite me for 
ever! ©* Ah!” ſaid the princeſs, when will, 
that happy day arrive?“ The means are in my 
power,” {aid Simouſtapha, but muſt be eautiouſſy 
uſed; ſor the conſequènees may be dangerous.“ 
« Ah! my dear Simouſtapha, be all the danger 
mine.“ As the princefs fpoke thus, Namouna 
who had been ſeeking her, joined them. * Let us 
begone, Madam“, ſaid ſhe ; it is time for us to 
return to your attendants, There is a ſecret door 
of whicl the mute has green me the key. We 
out by it; and then taking a wund- about 
Way ＋ we * 411 1 Sein to come from ſuch- a diſtance, 
1 at It will PE impoffible for any one to have the 
il zh teſt guels, Low we have been W GOQUPICOAGTTIG 
Z lovers are forced to obey. ' 
1 | Tue princefs ſoon inet with {ome of bow atten- 
þ dants. 14 What ate you doing here, ſzparate from 
thoſe whoſe bufineſs it is to wateh over yon 73? 
fail Namounna What, if ſome) miſchief: hask 
befaten you ? © You had good reaſon, Madam,“ 
then 
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then ſaid ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to llſetilſcne, © to be 
afraid for thefe' young folks imprudence.“ The 
young flaves gathered round their miſtreſs; and 
the princeſs came up with the whole of hergtrain, 
without any one daring to boaſt of having gone 
apart from the Teſt. © 
Harodn and Zobeide were impatiently expecting 
the return of their daughter. No ſooner did the 
Caliph hear that ſhe was in the palace, than he 
went before to her apartment, that he might be the 
firſt to learn from herſelf, what benefits ſhe had 
received from the amuſements in which he had in- 
dulged her. She, at laſt, appeared before him, and 
he ſaw that he could not congratulate himſelf too 
much on the change which his own care, as he 
thought, had produced upon her health, He em- 
braced his daughter with the completeſt ſatisfac- 
tion. The pleafing influence of love and hope had 
rendered Ilſetilſone, in a manner, a different being; 
_ and the overjoyed father went to communicate the 
news to Zobeide. x 
«© [I did not look for fo much eager attention 
from thecaliph,” ſaid Ilſetelſone to Namouna, © his 
tenderneſs affets me; ah! did he but know the 
object of my paſſion !”Y—* A truce with your 
complaints, if you pleaſe,” faie the old woman; 
live for the lorcly Simouſtapha, and leave me 
to manage the reſt, Think of him; you ſhall 
have news from him ; and he from you : but no 
more weeping on either part.“ 
will do whatever you pleaſe, my good friend, f 
replied Tiſetilfone, „if you only give me hopes 
af ſeeing my lover ſoon again, and continue always 
to talk to me of him. Theſe tears, the value of 
which you ſo little know. will be dried up, when 
I am aſſured of his conſtancy. Should he prove 
x uvfſzithfnl, 
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unfaithful, I could no longer ſapport life,” —The 
princeſs while thus ingeniouſly tormenting herſelf, 
knew not her lover's heart. Simouſtapha Was 
no ſooner left alone, than he began to conſider, 
how he might beſt ſecure the poſſeſſion of his love- 
ly mie He retired to his cloſet... In it were 
laid up the precious gifts of the ſage who had 
directed his education, —conſiſting of books of 


ſcience, receipts for uſeful compoſitions, and, a- 
mong other things, a myſterious box formed of, a 
fingle precious, ſtone, which he was not. to. open 


except on ſome very important occaſion, when it 


might be impoſſible to accomplich his Benpinsg by. ' 


natural means. 
Simouſtapha took out this box. It was wrap. 
ped i in a piece of paper, on which were written 


by the hand of his preceptor, the following inſtruc- | 


tions. 


995 My bogs child, beware of W 


the object on which Four, happineſs may, depend. 
Examine it in all its relations. Diſtruſt appear- 
ances. If at any time, however, you form en- 


gagements, the diſappointment of which might 
render you unhappy, and if your conſcience at the 
ſame time, approve of the means which you pro- 
poſe to employ for the accompliſhment of your | 
wiſhes ; then have recourſe to my box: Put it 
upon the table before you : Waſh yourſelf: Dee 
with , reverence before it, and ſay: Dear box? 
my ſole hope! in the name of the friend ſrom 


whom I received you, grant me your protection: 


Aid my diſtreſs, I conjure you by the name of 


your miſtreſs !” The box will then open. Re- 


collect yourſelf with fortitude. Be not abaſhed at 
the frightful object that will preſent itſelf before 


you; and whatever it ſhall be, lay your commands 
. 
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upon it. You will learn from itſelf what it can 
de for you; But, my dear child, the uſe of theſe 
menns ig fiot ithout danger. The fl3 ighteſt indiſ- 
reno mag involve you in the moſt dreadful ca- 
Farmities: Terrible trials are ſtill to follow; and, 
15 u fink under them, this Zift of triendihip will 
zerome fatal to you.” 

„ Oh! my dear Benalab!““ rail Simouſtapha, 
alter attentively reading theſe directions, your 
diſciple feels; in its fulleſt extent, your kindneſs 
in leaving him this precious dear and theſe 
ſage! advices,” When the flames of love were Kind- 
led in my heart, and I had reſolved to brave eve- 
ry obſtacle at the riſk of my life, you, my worthy 
maſter! came to my aſſiſtance. To you ] owe 
my happineſs. It was by your Kkindnefs that I 
was enabled to approach the object of my paſſion. 
Had it not been for your generous cares, I ſhould 
ſtill have been ſecluded from her by inacceffible 
Walls; I thould have violated the law of the Pro- 
phet by daring to ſcale thoſe walls: and should 
thus have hopelefsly loſt the object of m) 5 allec. 
tions. | 

« Hitherto, my dear Benalab, your wildeat! has 
preſided over my conduct. Your counſels have 
regulated my actions. Aſſiſt your friend in the 
dangerous efiay which he is about to r $2.55 
Dreadful is the trial to which lam preparing to 
expoſe myſelf. But, ſurely my ſage friend, one. 
Who has given his heart only to the moſt perfect 
of nature's works, who has known to practiſe fo 
much ſelf-denial, and to reſpect himſelf as I have 
done, in the indulgence of his paſſion, merits your 
conſidence. His prudence and his ſucceſs are 
your work. PFinith ene what To have 0 | 
well: _ 4 
ew | GY 180 #1 Alter 
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Aſter this invocation to his ſage preceptor, Si- 


mouſtapha aroſe with courage, put his hand upon : 


the box, removed the ſeal, and pronounced with 
diſtin articulation. the words of the formula. 
Suddenly the lights were extinguiſhed ; a tremen- 
dous hollow noiſe, like that of the thunder which 
precedes a ſtorm, was heard : the box opened of 


itſelf : nothing appeared to iſſue from it; but a 


black vapour aſcended through the room ; which 
increaſed gradually till it filled the whole ſpace, 
from the floor to the cieling. The vapour at 
length diſappeared, and a. vaſt, ſhapeleſs maſs, 
hideous and frightful, preſented itſelf before Sl- 
mouſtapha. In proportion as the phantom aſ- 
ſumed its proper ſhape, the diſciple of Benalab 
reſumed his firmneſs. Who are you? Who 
has ſent you hither?” aſked he of the monſter. — 
«© My miſtreſs,” replied the horrid form; I am 
to obey the orders of Benalab and his pupil.“ 

„Who is your miſtreſs?“ rephed Simoultaphs, 


66 I, command you to tell me her name.” © I - 


may not” without her permiſſion,” returned the 
ſpectre. 

Return to her, then,” ſaid Simouſtapha, 
tell her that the friend of the ſage Benalab de- 
fires to tread in the paths of his maſter ; that he 
aſpires to merit, by his conduct, the high honour 
of his protection, and to know the name of the 
Power who ſo beneficently interferes in his favour, 
in order that he may pay her the homage which he 


owes her.” The genie diſappears, and returns 


with the velocity of lightning. 

* Your, requeſt, is granted,” ſaid he; you 
are the only diſciple of Benalab, and he has re- 
commended you to all the kindneſs and ſervices 
that could have been done to himſelf. My miſ- 
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treſs is queen of the genies. Her name is Setel. 
pPidour Ginatille, which ſignifies Star of the ſeven 
feas: She ſends me hither, with powers to execute 
all your commands. As my figure muſt appear 
frightful in your eyes, I have orders from her to 
N whatever form may be moſt agreeable to 

u. Take,“ ſaid Simouſtapha, & the figure of 
Jaan the firſt ſlave I had in my ſervice, and whom 
1 have had the misfortune to loſe.” *+ 1 obey with 
Joy, ' anſwered the genie. 

"Then retiring to the bottom of the cloſet, he 
diſſolved himſelf again into vapours, Wrming a 
oloud from which a young man of agreeable aſpect 
was ſoon ſeen to proceed. What do vou deſire 
now!” ſaid the friendly genie in his new form, 
* J am more entirely devoted to your fervice than 
ever Jemab was. Whenever you want my ſer- 
_ vices, only touch this box, and call me. 1 Wait 

our orders.“ | 

1 I love the charming Iſetilſone, daughter to 
the "caliph, ſhe returns my ſentiments with equal 
ardgur. But, may I unite myſelf with her, with- 
out the conſent of our parents, ſolely under the 
auſpices of the powerful queen of the genies ? Go, 
Jemal, and think, that my happineſs depends up- 
on your anſwer.” He fpoke, and Jemal diſappeared. 
Simouſtapha then recollected the leſſons which 
he had received from Benalab. In the condi- 
tion to which you are reduced by your love,” had 
Benalab ſaid to him, © yon may perhaps need the 
aſſiſtance of the genies. But, do not negle& to 
exert yourſelf for the accompliſhment of your wiſh- 
es. Supernatural aid will not avail you, unleſs 
you continue to co-operate yourſelf by every means 
in your power. The riches which I leave you 
will be more than equal to your wants.“ S1mou- 
ſtapha 
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ſtapha was in fact maſter of every thing of value 
that Arabia could afford. Yet, he had no female 
| lives, to attend upon the princeſs; nor knew he 
where to find ſuch in Bagdad; who might be ſe- 
cret as if without eyes, tongue, or ears, might 


be prompt to obey at a nod or a glance of the eye, | 


and might be always active by ni ght, and inviſible 
by day; unleſs he were aided by the wonderful 
box, the cares of Jemal, and the bene volent pro- 
tection of the fairy. 

While he was in this ſtate of uncertain Jams) 
arrived, and gave an account of his commiſſion. 


« Oar ſovereign lady,“ faid the genie, ** recognizes + 


in your conduct the happy effects of thoſe enlight- 


ened principles which the ſage Benalab was care - 
ful to inſtil into your mind. Vour deſign has 
met with her approbation: and to-morrow even- 
ing you may eſpoufe rhe princeſs Ilſetilſone, in- 
voking heaven to wirnels and confirm your union. 
I am ordered to lay ail ita the caliph's palace ſound 
aſleep by the clc ſe of day, and to take np the prin- 
ceſs and coavey her hither !“ “ Firit of all, Je- 
mal,” ſaid Simouſtapha, * preſent yourſelf to my 
ſlaves under the name of Jemal, whoſe loſs they 
have often heard me regret. Take with you four 
of the youngeſt, the only ones among them who 
could know | Jemal. They will expreſs great 
fondueſs for you. Their careſſes you can return 
with equal kindneſs.. You will find here, upon 
my table, a written direction how to put every 
thing in, order in the grand apartment. Here is 
the key of the beaufet in which the effects are con- 
tained, which, I, confide to your diſcernment and 
care. Lhe four little ſlaves will obey your orders. 
But, when you ſhall have executed mine, can you 
prapics female ſlaves, to vvait upon the princeſs ??” 

5 D 2 Would 
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% Would you have an hundred,” ſaid the genie, 
«ofthe faireſt around the throne of Setelpedour 
% Ginatille? Your orders ſhall be laws to them.“ 
Jam confounded at the kindneſs of your miſ- 
treſs, returned Simouſtapha; fix will be ſufſici- 
ent.” + You thall have them,” ſaid the genie. 
The new Jemal went next to ſhew himſelf to 
the ſlaves in the family. Thoſe four whom Si- 
mouſtapha had mentioned, loaded him with their 
careſſes. They readily conceived that this favour- 
ite ſervant was reſtored to his privileges, and would 
be immediately charged with orders from their 
maſter. They ſhewed an eagerneſs to obey him. 
He let them know that Simouſtapha was ſoon to 
occupy his principal apartment, which none of 
them had yet ſeen; and that he with the four lit- 
tle ſlaves were going to make all ready. 

Next day, Simouſtapha was at work before ſun- 


riſe. All the diſhes which were to be ſerved up 
at his nuptial entertainment, were to be dreſſed by 


his own hands. He took ſingular pains to give 
them the moſt exquiſite reliſh, that the y might be 
reeable to her whom he loved. 
The hours ran rapidly on, the luminary of day 
had nearly finiſhed his diurnal career. Simouſta- 


pha went into the bath. Soon after, he heighten- 


ed the natural charms of his perſon, by putting on 
a ſplendid and elegant dreſs. Art and nature join- 
ed to embelliſh his fine form. Deſire and love 
ſparkled in his eyes. Every thing concurred to 
promote the felicity of his fond miſtreſs. 

The ſhades of night were now ſpread over Bag- 
dad. Simouſtapha made his apartment be illumin- 
ated, and the preparations for ſerving up a magni- 
ficent collation, to be begun, The four flaven 
retired at Jemal's orders. He himſelf ſeemed as it 
| | he 
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he were following them. But, the genie had an- 


other taſk to fuffil; and e N Pans to che 


palace of Haroun. 411 
Ilſetilſone was laid Seats 1 1 patch a 3 
choly mood. Namouna's ſprightlineſs had for- 
faken her, and ſhe lay grumbling and uneafy. The 
eunuchs and female flaves were promiſing them 


ſelves to pals the night merrily. But all of a ſud- 


den, they became heavy; the words died away on 
their lips; their ſtaggering feet refuſed to ſup- 
port them; they ſank down upon the carpets. 
The eunuechs of the guard were in like manner 
caſt into a ſudden and deep ſleep; and tlie inchants 
ment of the fairy ſoon ſpread ſilence, an; un 
inſenfibility through the whole palaccmeeee. 

No ſooner were things in this ttate, than then mi- 
niſter of Setelpedour's pleaſure, in obedience to 
the commands of Simouſtapha, took up the prin- 
ceſs,” and bore her ſoftly to the e r 1 Hack 
been prepared for her. 

The quivering of the flame of the . pro- 


| * duced by a ſudden guſt of wind, announced the 


neturn of the genie. The princeſs was placed on 


the nuptial conch; and Jemal becoming vifible, 


faid to Simouſtapha, Maſter, your orders are o- 
 beyed; have you any farther commands for your 
flave?? Where are the women to wait upon the 
princeſs ??-—** All is ready; and if your highneſs 
will only ſtep into the next room, they ſhall be 


here.“ Simouſtapha obeyed. da a ball of 


fire dazzled his fight with its rays. The blaze 
was leſſened by degrees; and as it died away, ſix 
young women appeared, all equally remarkable 
for beauty and richneſs of dreſs. They had in 
their hands muſical inſtruments. They bowed be- 
6 — 0 Hs ordered. Jemal to employ 
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them in making the neceſſary preparations for the 


entertainment of the princeſs, returned into the 


chamber where ſhe lay aſleep, and {hut the door. 


He now approached the dear object in the poſ- 
ſeflion of which all the wiſhes of his heart were to 
be completely gratified. In the impatience of his 
love, he was about to awaken his miſtrefs. But, 
ſeeing the livelieſt expreſſions of tranquillity and 
delight in her countenance, he would not interrupt 


ſuch ſweet ſlumbers. Ah!“ ſaid he to himſelf, 


s ſhe is perhaps happier. in her dream than the 
will ever be with me !” But, his paſſion again 
tranſported him. He could not forbear kiſſing 

her roſy lips. The magic of love diffolved — 
ſpell of the genie; and Ilſetilſone opened her eyes. 
Ah! raviſhing dream !” cried ſhe to herſelf. 
It is not a dream; ſaid the enamoured Simou- 
Rapha ; * you are in the houſe of him who is im- 
mediately to be yours by every ſacred tie.“ To 


be my huſband!” returned [etilfone 3 in ſurpriſe ; 4 


* — can that be?“ 

. 4 Be calm, thou queen of my ſoul! We are 
deſtined for each other by the decree of heaven. 
At this time we are brought together by a power 
unknown to you, and almoſt unknown to me; and 


our union {hall be for life. But, before you enter 


into ſuch ſolemn engagement, it is proper to inform 
you of the real condition of Simouſtapha: know 
that you ſee before you the heir of the great Hil- 
mar, ſovereign of India. 

Simouſtapha, as he ſpoke thus, took his turban 
from his head, and diſplayed a ribbon, adorned 
with precious ſtones, and with a diamond of daz- 
zling brightneſs. Upon the mounting of the dia- 
mond were theſe words engraven ; © preſented by 


raliph 8 to bis dear Simouſtapba, 


ſor 
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en 10 bir brother” Hilmar, The rant monarch. of 
Iadia. +; (OCH 811913 

What a aer this: to os bond nletiltone! 
If her paſſion had before riſen to che utmoſt height 
poſſible, ſhe now gloried in her choice.” Honour 
and ambition came in, to complete her felicity 
where it ſeemed to have depended ſolely upon love. 

Simouſtapha, on his part, had che pleaſure of 
undeoeiving her in a miſtake, which had been na- 
turally occaſioned by his diſguiſe. But, why, 
how,” ſaid ne, have vo humbled yourfelf to 
your preſent occupation ??? Love only is ac- 
countable for this,“ ſaid the prince. But no- 
thing elſe now remains to us, but to call the powers 
above to witneſs our union, till our parents ſhall 
give it the ſanction of their conſent. Mahomet, 
the planets, and the ſtar of the ſeven ſeas, con- 
tinued he, crofling his hands upon his breaſt, be the 


witneſſes of our vows, and guardians of our union! 
If we ſhall ever violate the engagements into which 


we now enter, may we thenceforth ceaſe to 'enjo 
your benign protection!“ A ſudden burſt of thun- 
der from heaven anſwered this invecation; an in- 
viſible arm ſhed darkneſs through the room: The 
lights were extinguiſhed, and our „er were left 
alone. 


Silence and darkneſs bonds now | peavelles for 2 


conſiderable time; when, at length, IIſetilſone, 


curious to know her lover's hiſtory more particu- 
larly, aſked again, what induced him to conceal 
his illuſtrious birth: Their parents were connect- 


ed by perſonal friendſhip and political intereſts; 
and ſurely ſo many favourable cireumſtances could 


not but render the match ſuffic ently: e 
8 both injes- 
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* Our rank places us at a much greater diſ- 
tance from one another than you imagine,” ſaid 
Simouſtapha. Of all the princes whom the 
caliph may have had in his eye, as not unworthy 
of his alliance; there is not one perhaps with 
whom he could more ſuitably contract a connec- 
tion than with us; or a family with which he has 
had a longer or more intimate friendly intercourſe. 
Our family were born in the errors of idolatry: 


But, by the pious cares of Haroun, the vicar of 


God, and right arm of his prophet, Mahomet, we 
have been brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
through the enlightened ſtudy of the divine Kor- 
an. The ſage commander of the faithful has ever 
watched over us as a parent. King Hilmar, my 
father, uſed to talk continually to my mother of 
the caliph's goodneſs to him, and his attachment to 
the caliph. He has a lovely daughter,“ would 
they ſay; ah! if we could but obtain the charm- 
ing Ilſetilſone for our daughter-in-law. But, o- 
ther monarchs have aſked her in vain. He loves 
her too tenderly ever to conſent, that ſhe remove 
to a diſtance from himfelf.“ | 

This converſation made an impreſſion upon 
my heart. You became the ſole object of my 
thoughts. My father had invited to his cvurt a 
Perſian philoſopher, whoſe name was Benalab, and 
who had regulated my education, and laboured to 
inſpire my heart with the love of virtus, while he 
enlightened aly ee with the ktawledge 
of truth. | 

% Benalab uſed to leave us from time to time, 
in order to proſecute reſearches relative to his ſtu- 
dies, which required his preſence elſewhev. He 
had gone to gather plants on the mountains of Ar- 
menia. My parents continued to praiſe your 

* charms. 
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charms and endowments, and to expreſs their re- 
gret at the difficulties which ſtood in the way? 
of ſo ſuitable a match. At the ſame time, 
they thought of ſeeking out for me ſome other 
bride. When I firſt heard of this intention, I re- 
tired thoughtful to my chamber. Scarcely had E 
cloſed my eyes in fleep, when you appeared to me 
in a dream, and preciſely ſuch as I ſaw you at our. 
ſirſt interview. The beautiful viſion ſoon diſap- 
peared, and my ſleep was broken; but not before 
I had heard your name diſtinctly pronounced 3 in a 
ſtrange voice. 

Judge, dear Ilſetilſone, by the condition to- 
which I have voluntarily reduced myſelf, and the 
adventures in which love has engaged me, of the 
impreſſion which your image made upon my heart. 
I durſt not avow my paſſion, but gave myſelf up 
to hopeleſs deſpair. My health was faſt waſted ; 
the aid of medicine proved vain ; and I was fal- 
ling a prey to che fever which Dy conſumed 
me. 

Benalab, in the mean time returned from Ar- 
menia, examined and ſtudied my fituation. After 
carefully. conſidering the nature of my com- 
plaints, he drew near, and whiſpered in my ear; 
dear prince, I know the eaufe of your illneſs; 
it is IIſetilſone.“ 

At theſe words, I could not help bluſhing.” 
„Be not depreſſed,“ ſaid my kind preceptor, 
„ four condition is not hopeleſs ; have courage. 
You and ſhe are made for each other. Leave 
yourſelf to my direction, vou {hall ſee her, and 
obtain her hand. 

Hope now renewed my exhauſted ſtrength. 
Benalab propoſed a ſea voyage to complete my 
cure, He made a ſhip to be fitted out, of which 

he 
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he himſelf was to take the command. To make 
my parents eaſy while I ſhould be abſent upon my 
voyage, he called them to remark a roſe- buſh 
which was almoſt withered; took a ſhovel, and 
with it gathered a mixture of ſans and earth which 
he laid to the root of the ſhrub, and poured up- 
on it a few drops of an elixir from his pocket. 
“ This plant,” ſaid he, will revive; the more 
luxuriantly it is covered with leaves, nd flowers ; - 
with ſo much the more certainty, may you expect 


the return of your ſon, in perfect health. While 


it does not wither, aſſure yourſelves that he is a- 
live. Confide in Benalab.” 

The roſe-buſh reſumed its verdure. Benalab, 
my governor, took from my father's treaſury 
whatever he judged neceſſary for the expences of 


my voyage. To this he added treaſure of his 


own, ſeveral parts of which you have already ad- 
mired. We embarked and failed to the coaſt 
of your father, the caliph's dominions, and ſettle 


for ſome time at Baſſora. Benalab ſent away the 
veſſel which had conveyed us thither, with all our 


Indian ſlaves immediately after we landed. We 
were to concert, during our ſtay at Baſſora, how 1 
might beſt live undiſcovered at Bagdad, and in 
what occupation I might have the moſt favourable 


opportunities of ſeeing and becoming known to 


you, without diſcovering my own real rank and 
condition, Benalab was perſuaded, upon reflec- 
tion, that T might ſucceed beſt in the occupation 
in which you have hitherto known me. We 
bought at Baflora ſome very ſkilful cooks; and 
my maſter had elixirs with hich he was certain 
of giving unequalled delicacy of taſte and flavour 
to the diſhes we ſhould prepare, and which might 
ſoon recommend us to a preference no leſs at 

court 
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court than through the city. To do juſtice to the 
project of the ſage Benalab ; a cook ſoon made a 
greater noiſe at the court and through the cit 
than any ſtranger of higher rank could have done 
in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time. My reputation daily 
increaſed ; I had been employed by moſt of the 
nobles about court, and was in the near expecta- 
tion of being honoured with the caliph's commands 
and yours, when I had the misfortune to loſe my 
ſage preceptor. With him my hopes died away; 
till Namouna, who believed herſelf unknown to 
me, came, by an happy fortune, to aſſiſt in the ac- 
compliſhment of my felicity. 

Ilſetilſone liſtened with the fondeſt attention to 
the narrative of Simouſtapha. Now that it was 
ended, ſhe ſoftly faid : our union 1s entirely the 
effect of true love, and of the holy prophet's de- 
cree! Ah! how charming it 1s to ſubmit to the 
laws of deſtiny, when they are ſo beneficent! But, 
pray, explain to me, how comes it, that, although 
J was in my father's palace where I fell alleep, I 
awake here in your arms? However hvely my 
feelings, I cannot help thinking the whole a dream; 
nothing can be more unaccountable.” Simouſta- 
pha now explained to the princeſs what uſe he had 
made of Benalab's box, and what future advantages 
he hoped to derive from it. 

Night had advanced half its career, when, at a 
ſignal which had been previouſſy agreed up- 
on between the Indian prince and the genie, the 
lamps were all in a blaze, in the twinkling of an 
eye. The door towards the ſaloon, at the ſame 
time opened, and a concert of muſic was heard, a- 
riſing from the harmonious ſounds of the ſweeteſt 
inſtruments, and the moſt melodious voices, inter- 

* | 
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1 1 new wonder this!“ fald the. princeſs, 
The muſicians,“ ſaid Simouſtapha, are your 
my who are celebrating my joys.” * Can my 
aves be here Can they know ought. of our love?” 
N 1 who are here, are unknown to 
you. . Tiſctilſone now aroſe. She found a rich 
dreſs ready for her to put on. Simouſtapha led 
her into the hall where a ſumptuons repaſt a wait - 
ed them, | 
The fix flaves proſtrated themſelves before the 
inceſs, and were officious to ſerve her. She had 
[at ſt her appetite, fince her laſt walk-in Bagdad. 
ut, as every thing here had been prepared by 
the hands of her lover; ſhe found no difficulty | in 
doing juſtice to the feaſt. Muſic and dancing add- 
ed to the entertainment; and the ſlaves ſhewed 
an eagerneſs to pleaſe the happy pair.—The prin- 
ceſs was ſoon again in need of reſt. Simouſtapha 


conducted her back into the other apartment; the 


door was ſhut, and the lights again extinguiſhed, 
—They were both ſtill alleep, when the genie, 
warned of the return of morning by the crowing 
of the cock, took up the princeſs and conveyed 
her back to the caliph's palace After placing her 
in the ſame ſituation in which ſhe bad lain down 
to reſt in the evening, he diſſolved the charm by 
which he had laid all in the palace faſt afleep, and 
they went every one to conchude the night”s repoſe, 
in a more commodious poſture. _ 

It was noon, and {till Ilſetilſone was faſt alleep, 
Namouna had, three or four times, half opened 
the curtains. *© But, I dare not,“ ſaid ſhe to her- 
felf in a low voice, I dare not break her ſlum- 
bers. Sleep on, lovely angel.” 

At leugth the two ſtars which were to rule the 
life of the Indian prince, aroſe, ſparkling in all 

their | 
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their brighteſt luſtre. Namouna drew near.— 
How bright you look to-day, my fair princeſs ! 
Have you A 

awake more beauteous than the morn? . J 
have had a ſweet dream,“ anſwered Ilſetilſone.— 
Have you ſeen Simouſtapha?”—* Yes, indeed, 
my dear Namouna, much to my ſatis faction.“ 
Was he as prudent as uſual ?”—* Not quite.“ 
«© So much the better for you, my princeſs ; you 
will dine with a good appetite to-day, then. I 
mult go, bring a diſh from Simouſtapha. “ 

e old woman went 1n all haſte to the houſe 
of har favourite. I am not ſo happy,“ muttered 
ſhe between her teeth, as to dream like her: 
fee what it is to be young! Quick, quick,“ 
ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe had reached Simouſtapha, 
oh your princeſs has ſlept all night. She has been 
thinking of you; ſhe has an appetite for food 

ive me ſomething for her?? 

Simouſtapha ſaw that Namouna had been mak 
ing no diſcoveries. ©, Take theſe plates,” ſaid he, 
« tell your charming miſtreſs to eat little this 
morning ; ſhe ſhall ſup the better for it at night. 
The old woman would have entered into farther 
converſation, but Simouſtapha excuſed himſelf 
| handſomely, and diſmiſſed her. Things were in 
this poſture, when a cloud came to convey Jemal 
to the azure plains. He went to give an account 
of laſt night's tranſactions. Soon as Setelpedour 
Ginatille ſaw him, * Speak,” ſaid ſhe, “ Kauf- 
fak ! haſt thou executed my orders. in behalf of 
the dear pupil of my favourite Benalab ?? ——— 
„Great queen,” replied Kaufſak, ** I have, with 
all poſſible dis 'gence, and zeal.” “ Remember,” 
continued the fairy, % for what thou waſt hut up 
in the box, the herrible fi fig ure to which thou walt 
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reduced, and the grounds upon which ſuch puniſh- 
ment was inflicted. Act honeſtly, and ſpeak truth 


for the time to come. Are the royal pair mar- 


ried? What thinkeſt thou of their union??? 
The marriage is conſummated. The beauty and 
virtues of the happy pair are unparalleled ; but what 
_ chiefly diſtinguiſhes, them, is the qualities of their 
heart and underſtanding, both which they poſſeſs in 
the moſt eminent degree,” Thou knoweſt what is 
good, then, Kauflak,” replied the queen; “ admire, 
that thou mayeſt learn to imitate. I recommend 
the pair to thee. Be faithful in thy care of them. 
I would ſee them to-night. . Bring them both hi- 
ther, as ſoon as they are aſleep. And, while 1 
make farther trial of thy conduct, I permit thee to 
bear the form and name of Jewal, conferred UPON 
thee by the pupil of Benalab !” 

The genie retired well-pleaſed. . 
felt herſelf uneaſy. What, ſaid ſhe, © are love 


and innocence unknown in my dominions, and only 


to be found on earth? I ſhould not think ſo;! 


How much do i long to ſee a mortal ſo handſome, 
fo virtuous, of ſuch charming ſenſibility as Simou- 
fapha ! Happy Ilſetilſone, who haſt captivated 
a foul like his !” 

Thus ſpoke the queen of the genies. Hitherto 
Had her heart been a ſtranger to love. Nothing, 


till the idea of this lovely mortal, could endanger 


her liberty. We ſhall ſee her heart aſſailed by 


the bewitching paſſion, when Jemal executes thoſe 
laſt orders. 


Ilſetilfone underſtood perfectly by the meſſage 
which Namouna brought, that ſhe ſhould ſee her 
lover in the evening. Night came on, more wiſh- 
ed for by her than the faireſt day. She retired 
8 to reſt, to indulge a pleaſing FRO 
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the diſappointment of which ſhe did not fear 
Sleep ſoon diffuſed its vapours around her. She 
felt its approach with delight. The foporifie charm 
of the genie again produced filence and inſenſibi- 
| bity through the palace. Jemal appeared, and 
bore the princefs to her huſband, Wh0 Haw renn 
ed every thing for her reception. 
The meats are ſerved up; the concert * begis ; 


richer magnificence adoras the apartments. But 


what can all the variety and the delicacies of lux- 
ury add to the enjoyment of two young hearts al- 
ready overflowing with mutual fondneſs and ten- 
der joy? Thoſe who would have died for love, 
if the indulgence of their ſentiments had been de- 
nied, could little need any foreign aid to improve 
the bliſs, when ſo happily joined. The hour of 
reſt was come. Simouſtapha fondly invited the 
princeſs to retire; and the young llaves: made all 
ready in the chamber. Many folks imagine, 
that all the nights of a fond couple, united by love, 
ſhould paſs in the fame manner. Here follows'an 
inſtance to the contrary. Scarcely were Simou- 
ſtapha and the princeſs laid down, when the genie 
threw them faſt aſleep, and tranſported them to 
the palace of his queen. Setelpedour Was impa- 
tiently expecting them. She made them to be 
placed upon a magnificent ſofa. She looked firſt 
upon IIſetilſone, to ſee whether her beauty per- 
fectly correſponded with what ſhe had heard, and 
found it even much above the praiſes of Jemal. 

But when the came next to view Simouſtapha, 
ſhe was perſuaded that nothing on earth could be 
comparable to, or worthy of him. With admira- 
tion ſhe inſenſibly ſuffered a ſofter paſſion to ſteal 
into her heart: and while ſhe ſtrove to hide her 
emotions from the genies of her court, they were 


E 1 concealed, 
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concealed even from herſelf. O lovelieſt of 
mortals,” cried the, © how happy am I that 
tave employed my power in your behalf!” Say- 


ing this, ſhe impreſſed two kiffes'on the mouth of 


Hferilfone, that ſhe might, without impropriety, 
ule the ſame tender freedom with the lips of St- 
monſtapha. | 

The queen of the genies thus experienced bt 
naturally happens to beings like her, when they 
approach too near the dangerous ſphere of this 
earth. — She becomes a prey even to the ravages 


of her native element. But her heart is not yet 


diveſted of thoſe tender ſentiments which ſhe had 
conceived in favour of a rival, whoſe felicity ſhe 
is ſoon to repent of having completed. She binds 
a necklace of extraordinary magnificence around 
the neck of the fair mortal, puts a ring upon her 
finger, the diamond in which ſhines with a blazing 
taſtre, and within it, to enhance its value, the 
names of the two lovers are engraven. She then 


entwines into a treſs of the prince's hair, a ſtring 


of diamonds, and puts upon his finger a ring ſtiſi 
more beautiful than that which ſhe had given to 
the princeſs, For both ſhe cauſes robes to be 
brought, which are beſpangled with rubies, 
ſapphires, and emeraids, ſo diſpoſed as to imitate 
a beautiful variety of flowers.—Having thus dif- 
tinguiſhed her magnificence and generoſity, ſhe 
went to ſteal a recomperce for her favours from 
the lips of the lovely Simouſtapha. After thus 
ſatisfying her curioſity and a part of her deſires, 
ſhe called the gente. 

„ Jemal,” faid ſhe, © take what affiſtance may 
be neceſſary ; convey this tender pair back to the 
apartment out of which you brought them, in the 
ſame ſofa on which __ are here laid ; take care 
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to remove out of the way that in which they lay 
down to reſt. Lay theſe robes, beſide. them; .ob- 
ſerve them till —— awake and dex. Sie . an 
account of. what paſſes. 4 hf 

. The genie obeyed. The two. loyely mantaly 
were conveyed back to Bagdad, and placed again in 
the apartment of the Indian prince; the blaze of 


light was. renee), and the magic influence of 


ſleep removed. Simouſtapha and. Iſetilſone openy 

ed their eyes, and were both dazzled. with the ſplen- 
dour of, thefr dreſs, and aſtoniſhed at the e 
cence around them. 

Simouſtapha takes up the box; the genie ap- 
pears at his command: Speak, Jemal, J order 
you, whence is this profuſion of riches?” From 
that friendly hand,“ replied the genie, which 
has promoted your union.“ To-morrow,”” 


returned the prince, you ſhall bear her our 


grateful acknowledgments; if it can give the 


queen of the genies any pleaſure to have two 
hearts completely devoted to her will, preſent her 


our ſincereſt homage. Jemal diſappeared. The 


lovers laid afide their ſplendid robes : magnifi- 


cence is cumberſome: to ſucceſsful love. Simou- 


ſtapha could confider the kindneſs of the queen of 


the genies in no other light than as intended to 
render the caliph favourable to their union. They 


were ſoon both too agreeably oceupied to think of 


their wealth; and the reſt of the night was paſſed 
in the raptures of love. 

Whea the laſt hour of the bliſsful interView 
was come, IIſetilſone expreſſed to her lover 
that ſhe ſbhould like to ſee him wear the robes: 
which the liberality of their protectreſs had be- 
ſtowed. I ſhall obey,” replied the prince, © the 

1 35 | treaſure, 
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treaſure of my ſonl. I need every thing that can 
contribute to render me agreeable to you: But 
let nothing here hide from my eyes thoſe charms 
whoſe influence commands and tranſports me. 
Simouſtapha put on the magnificent dreſs. Ilſe- 
tilſone was pleaſed with its effect. As for 
mine,“ ſaid ſne, it can be of no uſe to me at 
preſent: iſ I ſhould diſplay this ſplendour in my 
father's palace, it might awaken a curioſity which 
L am not prepared to ſatisfy,” | 
As ſhe ſpoke theſe laſt words, ſteep began to 
ſeize upon her, Simouſtapha felt himſelf equally. 
drowſy.. He had only time to throw himſelf upon 
the ſofa, without putting off his robes. The prin- 
ceſs was already aſleep, and the genie conveyed her 
back to the caliph's palace. Immediately after 
performing this ſervice, Jemal haftened to inform 
Setelpedour in what manner her gifts had been 
received, and with what warmth of language Si- 
mouſtapha had expreſſed his gratitude. He in 

fact told the queen more than ſhe withed to hear. 
Setelpedour could no longer command her feel- 
ings. Since ſhe had gazed on the charms of Si- 
mouſtapha, her heart had been the prey of paſſion. 
She began to be tortured with jealouſy ; ſhe was a- 
ſtoniſhed at her own ſituation : the, whoſe only care 
had, till now, been to govern the paſſions of others; 
who had never before felt the {hghteſt emotion of 
love, and had been inſenſible to all the charms of 
the genies in the empire of Ginniſtan: 4+ ſhall I 
debaſe myſelf ſo far,“ ſaid ſne, . as to indulge a 
naſhon for a mortal !!——But Simouſtapha is 
the pupil of Benalab, a faultleſs model of virtue 
and wiſdom. Who of my equals would have diſ- 
daiged the love of the great Solomon? Queen. 
 Nore 
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via went to viſit him, from the rendoveſt regions 
of the north 7. - 
While Setelpedour hgh the genie ire her 
orders: return to your maſter,” ſaidſhe, and 
whether viſible” or inviſible, be ready to obey his 
commands. If he diſcovers the leaſt defire to know 
me, and to pay his homage before my throne, en- 
courage and bring him inſtantly hither. The 
frontiers of my dominions are guarded by being 
of a more uncouth form than yours. Theſe ſhall 
be removed, and others poſted in their ſtead, whoſe 
aſpect will have nothing in it to ſhock him. The 
genie bowed before his ſovereign, and returned to 
the apartment of Simouſtapha, whom he found up- 
on the ſofa, on which he had funk down under 
the magic influence of ſleep. He awaked the 
prince and appeared before him, bidding him chuſe | 
a ſituation more favourable for repoſe. 

Simouſtapha opened his eyes. IIſetilſone was 
gone; only the ſplendid preſents with which he had 
been honoured, remained beſide him. Had it not 
been for the reality of them, he might have thought 
all that paſſed merely a delightful dream. At 
fight of thoſe objects, however, he felt a lively ſen. 
timent of gratitude, ary became impatient to pay 
his reſpectful homage to the exalted being whoſe 
benevolence and power he had ſo much reaſon to 
admire. He touched his box, and Jemal Rood 
ready to receive his commands. 

„ Temal,” ſaid he, if there be nothing Aale 
in the requeſt, conduct me to the preſence of my 
benefactreſs, the queen of the genies.“ „ 1 ſhall 
obey the maſter of the enchanted box, n the 


. genie 


+ It was a prevaleyt opinion that the queen of Sheba who 


viſited Solomon was a female genie, and the queen of the 
Fairies. 
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genie, the favourite of the bright ſtar of the ſeven. 
| deen, by which the earth is encompalled.”. 

Simouſtapha went to the bath, arrayed himſelf | 
in the ſplendid: robes which he owed to the fairy's: 
liberality, and put himſelf, under the guidance of 
the genie. The empire. of Ginniſtan is far diſtant: 
from us, yet it furrounds and encompaſſes us on 
all ſides. Its immenſe territories cannot be brought 
into compariſon. with the grain of ſand which we 
inhabit. In a few minutes, however, the Indian. 
prince had paſſed their limits and was ſet down. 
at the entrance into Simouſtapha's palace. The 
queen advanced to meet him. Although dazzled 
by the blaze of her beauty, he forgot not what pro- 
priety required, but kneeled to the ground before. 
ber. She eagerly raiſed him, took him by the 
hand, and led him into her palace through gardens 
filled with an infinite variety of objects to. excite 
pleaſure and ſurpriſe. At iight of ſo many ob- 
jects of enjoyment, Simouſtapha could not avoid 
feeling emotions which Setelpedour was pleaſed 
to obſerve. © Lovelieſt of mortals,” ſaid ſhe with- 
in herſelf, * would that the beauties which meet 
thy obſervation here might make thee forget what- 
ever thou has left behind an earth!“ At laſt, the 
queen and her gueſt, who had as yet ſcarcely ſpok- 
en to each other, came to a baſon ornamented with 
figures of three hundred fixty and fix different a- 
nimals, each of which emblematically repreſented 
a day in the year. They were formed of jaſper 
and porphyry; and they continually diſcharged 
from their mouths a variety of the moiſt agreeable 
and exquiſite liquors. 

Here ſtood a table under an alcove of roſes and 
jeſſamines. Around it were ſofas beſpread with 
flowers; violets and lilies formed a carpet. A- 


midit 
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midſt ſuch a profufion of beauties, it is eaſy to con- 
ceive that the repait to be ſerved up muft have 
been in the higheſt degree exquiſite and ſumptuous. 
The different ſervices were brought and removed 
by invifible beings. Nothing appeared to Simou- 
ffapha but the fair hands of Setelpedour, who, 
while ſhe was attentive to help him to every de- 
licacy that might pleaſe his taſte, could not forbear 
often meeting his eye with a tender 'expreſive 
glance. The Indian prince was diſconcerted; but 
a more Uvely' ſcene ſoon appeared before him. In 
an inſtant fix hundred genies of both ſexes were 
ſeen fitting on the turf, upon an oppolite terrace 
of a circular form. They began à concert wor- 
thy of the queen of the genies, and fit to raviſh a 
mortal ear. To Simouſtapha it was rapture. 

5 You ſee, ſaid Setelpedour, what pleaſure theſe 
ſcenes afford. If any of theſe becomes inſipid 
to you, my dear Simouſtapha, the heart by which 
they are offered ſhall ſtudy to vary. and enli- 
ven them with inceſſant care. The queen, as the 
ſpoke thus, aroſe from the table and walked to- 
wards her palace. Gold and the lively azure of 
the ſky were there diſplayed in every varied form. 
She made Simouſtapha to fit down upon a ſofa, and 
ſeating herſelf by his fide, addreſſed him thus. 

« Dear prince, reſerve was not made forme; 'T 
love you and wiſh to promote your happineſs, for 
with it my own is ccutinually connected. You 
were the friend and diſciple of the fage Benalab, 
and he firſt drew my regard upon your deftiny. 
Fro:a your earlieſt infancy, I, unſeen, have influ- 
enced the events on which your happineſs has 
come to depend. To me you owe the pofleſ- 
fion of IIſetilſone; I am pleaſed at your union 
with her, and feel no ſort of jealouſy on account of 

it. 


58 ARAB I AN T ALES. 


it. But ſince I ann, come to know yon more 
particularly, I have conceived the tendereſt ſenti- 
ments for you, myſelf. Your virtues and the 
charms of your perſon have reduced the queen of 
the gemes to be the humble ſlave of lore”? 4 

Oh adorable queen,” ſaid Simouſtapha, “ I have 

not ihe preſumption to aſpire to ſo glorious: a con- 

permi only to honour and ſerve you 
bY rote lite. T0 you am I indebted for the felici- 
51 of being united to the daughter of the caliph. 

ut if the paſſion. which, under your auſpices, I 
have conceiyed for her would allow me to. offer 
my heart to you; I am a Muſſulman by. the grace 
of God and of the holy prophet, and hy the bene- 
volent care of the worthy. commander of the faith-. 
ful: I ſhould ſeek my happineſs in the accompliſh- 
ment of the law.” _ 

Dear Simouſtapha,” replied the queen, your | 
ideas of my pretenſions to you, and of the ſtrictneſs 
of the law, are alike extravagant. It is not my 
w1lh to baniſh Ilſetilſone from your thoughts: love. 
her till; ſhe ſhall be the object of my kindneſs, no 
leſs than you of my love. Mahomet did not con- 
fine himſelf to one woman.“ 

It is not for me,” ſaid Simouſtapha, ** to 5 
of che prophet's conduct, but when Ilſetilfone be- 
ſtowed herſelf on me, we contracted mutual engage- 
ments, which 1 muſt hold ſacred and inviolable.“ 
—You can not hold them the leſs ſo for what- 
ever may paſs between you and me: Ilfetilione 
can be neither your enemy nor mine: and if ſhe 
allow me to love you, can ſhe approve of your be- 
ing ungrateful? In a word my dear prince, Jou 
have my heart, and can you refuſe me a ſhare in 
yours. Think that as my power is great, ſo it 
mall be exerciſed in new acts of kindneſs to you; 


and. 


55 
and that ſhe who now uplores your favour, i is the 
ſovereign arbitreſs of your fate.” —* Oh! queen,” 


ſaid Simouſtapha, I leave it to yourſelf, to con- 
ceive the diſtreſs of your flave, who finds it equally 
impoffible to comply with, or to deny, what you 
o 

« Enough, dear prince,” petupal Setelpedour, 
the care of your ſafety muſt ſtill however engage 
your attention. I have furniſhed you with the 
proper means. Of ſome of theſe you have yet no 
ſuſpicion, although you will perhaps hereafter have 
occaſion to know their conſequence. But T muſt 
tell you that Benalab's box expoſes you to no ſmall 
danger. It formerly belonged to Mamouk an E- 
gyptian magician, who made a wicked abuſe of 
the advantages which he derived from the poſſeſ- 
fion of it. By my juſtice he was deprived of what 
he had uſed only as an inſtrument for miſchief, 
I abandoned the wretch to the ſeverity of his fate, 
I chaſtiſed Kauſſak, now your flave Jemal, who, 
by his baſe compliance with wicked commands, 
had contributed to the depravity of his maſter. I 


can hardly think that this ſlave of my laws will 
forget himſelf while under your authority. Ma- 


mouk is {till alive, and has brought up a fon as bad 

as himſelf, in the practice of his own arts. Al- 
though equally abhorred through all Ginniſtan 
thoſe accurſed wretches {till find ſome to take part 
with them. Mamouk 1s yet powerful ; and is 
at preſent diligently uſing every means to regain 


poſſeſſion of the box, which was given to Benalab, 


Beware of 1uffering either an Egyptian or any 
thing from Egypt to enter your houſe.” 
Simouſtapha was at a loſs for words to expreſs 
his gratitude for ſo many marks of kindneſs. But 
it now began to grow late, and it was therefore 
| time 
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time for him to return, that he might receive his 


wife, He hinted to the queen the neceſlity of his 
departure, by expreſſing regret at being obliged to 
tear himſelf away from fo many objects of plea- 
ſure. 
% My favours,” replied Setelpedour, *® flow 
from 3 1 and coſt me nothing. The 
ſplendors of this place will have little value in my 
fight when you. are gone. If you would. render 
them precious to me, come hither with your Ilfke- 
tilſone; I ſhall then have nothing here that is not 
truely; dear to me. Come and command here, 
and I ſhall, then be ſure of the ſubmiſſi ve allegiance 
of all my. ſubject genies,” : 
„ Ah! Madam,” replied Simouſtapha, were I 
to come hither, I ſhould be in danger of forgetting 
my duty: it behoves me to reflect that I am ſon to 
the ſovereign of India, dear to my parents, and 
accountable to their ſubjects for che deſtiny of the 
preſumptive heir of the crown. 
Adieu! dear Simouſtapha,” ſaid Setelpedour, | 
embracing ham, „adieu, prince, who are formed 
to be a model to ſovereigns, a luminary in the 
world, and the genius of every virtue. 
Jemal now conveyed Simouſtapha back to bis 
own houſe in 13 His heart Was indeed ani- 
mated with gratitude, but ſtill remained faithful 
to the lovely IIſetilſone. He began to prepare for 
her reception. Delicious fruits were ſerved upon 
the table. The boxes were filled with new per- 
fumes. The princeſs ſoon arrived. She put on 
the rich dreſs which had been preſented to her by 
Setelpedour. Simouſtapha had kept his. The 
muſic began to play. They ſat down to the fealt-; 
and joy and happineſs were all their care. 
Simouſtapha rel lated to the princeſs, how that he 
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had been at the palace of the Fairy, deferibed the 
beauties which he had feen there, and the favours 
with which lie had been loaded, without omitting 
a fingle circumſtance. His relation oceſiioned hei- 
ther jealouſy nor ſuſpicion. The princeſs was 


» Pleaſed that Her lover ſhould win the homage of 
2 


every heart; this was à tribute which, in her eſti- 
mation, every created being owed to bir When 
Simouftapha' ſpoke of tlie precautions which he 
had been warned to take againſt Mamouk the 
Egyptian, the former poſſeſſor of the enchauted 
box, ſhe wiſhed him to reſtore to the queen ſo 
dangerbus a preſent. But, without its aid, he 
could no longer enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing her; 
for it would perhaps be impoſſible to prevail with 


the caliph. to give his ſanction to ſo happy an un- 


ion. All confiderations of fear gave place to ſuch 
powerful intereſts. At leaſt,“ ſaid ſne, think 
how you may beſt guard againſt the approach of 
thoſe perſidious ſtrangers. Bar your doors and 
windows, that not even a breath of wind may en- 
ter from that quarter in which Egypt lies.“ 
While Ilſetilſone was thus concerned to ſecure 
their peace, a ſtorm was rifing in Ginniſtan to de- 
Troy it. The genie who was the ſlave of the box, 
after tranſporting the princeſs from the palace to 
Zimouſtapha, and from his houſe back to the abode 
of the caliph ; and ſeeing that the Indian prince 
had no farther orders for him, aſcended to his ſoy- 
ereign lady, and gave her an account of all he had 
ſeen. Never was conjugal union ſo tenderly af- 
fectionate! Never were beauty and virtue before 
united, in ſo high a degree, in two earthly beings ! 
Never- 
« Stop, wretch,” ſaid the queen, * thy heart is 
always inflamed with defire ; ; remember what thou 
VOL. II. F didſt 
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didſt when thou waſt Kauſſak, and in the ſervice 
of chat accurſed Egyptian. My finger engraved 
an indelible memorial of it upon thy guilty fore- 
head. I ſhall do worſe now, if thou art found a 
fecond time guilty. All the features of thy face 
mall bear the marks of my anger. I will length- 
er thy years, and make thee walk with thy heels 
foremoſt.“ 

5165 rigen lady,” ſaid the genie, 28 
more diſtreſſed by your anger, than alarmed by 
your threats. The beauty and virtue of IIſetilſo- 
ne have impreſſed me with the higheſt reſpect. 
She well dures all the love of Simouſtapha!” — 
His paſſion is, however, exceſſive,” replied Se- 
telpedour; * it makes him forget the care of his 
fatety and even his duty. The only ſon of the 
monarch. of India leaves his father ignorant of his 
adventures. Were it not for a roſe-bud, which was 
rene wed to life and verdure. by. Benalab, after it 
had withered, and which I haye from time to time 

revived, his anxious parents would fall into the 
deepeſt diſtreſs. Jemal, you muſt free your young 
maſter from the power of this dangerous enchant- 
ment. Place thyſelf invifibly between the two, 
and diffuſe an infectious odour around Ilſetilſone.“ 

Great queen, I ſhall obey,” ſaid the genie, 
and turned to retire. « Stay, wretch,” ſaid Se- 
telpedour, what a haſte thou art in to enjo 
the pleaſure of doing miſchief ? Stay,” ſaid ſhe, 
after recollecting herſelf for a moment; © ſhew 
leſs eagerneſs to ill, and more to good, if thou 
wouldeſt not be again reduced to thy former mon- 
ſtrous ſhape. I give thee my orders. anew, to 
watch over the ſafety, and to obe the N of 
the 0 th pair.“ | 
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Jemal retired. He could not-diſcern what was 
paſſing within the breaſt of his ſovereign; but 
thoaght that ſhe had only meant to try him. Se- 
telpedour was ſtill agitated and tortured by paſ- 
ſion. She conceived that ſhe might make ſome 
ſacrifices to gratify it, and called immediately for 
Afmonchar (or Aſmodzus), her prime miniſter, in 

rder that her views might be ſanctioned by his 
approbation. He ſoon - preſented? himſelf. She 
made him fit by her ſide, and addreſſed him thus: 

«+ Hitherto, viſier, I have preſerved my liberty, 
no object having made an impreſſion upon my 
heart. Deſtiny now interferes, and makes me feel 
my ſubjection to its laws. A mortal, Who excels 
the reſt of the mortal race, has gained my affec- 
tions: It is Simouſtapha, ſon to the great mon- 
arch of India. I know that my vaſſal genies look 
upon me with contempt, and make love commonly 
their ſport. They have forgotten chat they bow- 
ed the knee before the great Mahomet, Who con- 
quered my father, the powerful and immortal 
Kokopileſobe (or Lucifer), who was by him di- 
veiteto? itt! adiant-glory,  -Theſphere-of ere 
power is limited. Of all created beings, man only 
can enlarge his. The virtues of Simouſtapha ren. 
der him worthy of the higheſt elevation. I with 
to make him the partner of my power and my 
hopes. If you have my glory and proſperity at 
heart, as I believe you have, 1 expett advice from 
you, con ent with * ang PRI dal ee at- 
tächment & ine 

While the queen was {peaking; Iden 
ing his eyes on the ground, ſeemed toibe loſt in | 
dhcp 'thonght. * When The had ended, he thus re-. | 
| 7 lied: Great queen, your views are always en 94 

glrtened and prudent, Your heart is animated 
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by a noble ambition. I ſee only two difficulties 
that can ſtand in the way of the accompliſhment 
of your preſent with. You have generouſly con- 
fribated to the union of the prince of India with 
the caliph's daughter. By making them exchange 
rings, you have given an indifloluble firmneſs to 
the ties by which they are united, which now con- 
tradicts your own defires. Your wiſhes cannot be 
accompliſhed without their conſent. We have 
laws enacted by our ſenators, - which remain in 


force. "Theſe will determine much better than I 


can, whether you may accompliſh this union with- 
out violating the rights of your ſubje&s. I am of 
opinion, therefore, that it will be better to conſult. 
the laws, and to lay the matter before your divan, 
than'to act ſolely upon my advice. I ſhall, if you 
pleaſe, aſſemble your council without delay.” 
Setelpedour was too much abſorbed in medita- 
tation on her deſign, and on the beſt means of pro- 
moting its ſucceſs, to penetrate the intentions of 
Afmonchar. The deceitful viſier had no ſooner 
received orders to convoke the aſſembly, than he 


repaired to ine palace of the Bahimouſi (or Beel- 


zebub), his grandfather, the eldeſt and wickedeſt 
of the ſpirits in Ginniſtan. Rage gave ftrength 
and activity to his wings. He deteſted Bahliſpoull; 

but his purpoſe was to rice in oppoſit ion to his we 
vereign, a being whoſe intereſt more than any o- 
ther's/it was to divett her from her preſent proſect; 
becauſe he. was a genie perſonally malignant to 
human nature, and the moſt declared enemy of 
mankind ; becauſe he could not hear of the name 
of Mahomet without foaming with rage ; and be- 
caufe the queen propoſed to efpouſe a Mufulman, 


He knew that, by à ' well-known' tieaty between 


Kokopttefobe att Mahomet, the prophet had xe. 
ſerve Trl 
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ſerved to himſelf the pro geny of all marriages 
between the children of men and geniss. 1 1 
Old Bahliſboull was ſurpriſed to ſeęe his grand- 
ſon arrive. There had been no friendly intercounſe 
between, them for a long time before. He Was 


ſoon informed of the deſign of the queen, 1 ſee,” 


ſaid he to 1 * that you are afraid of 
loſing your influence. The queen is not the only 
genie that has condeſcended to an unequal alliance. 
She is daughter to the great Kokopileſobe, and may 
aſpire to high privileges among us. As to the 
laws which yeu know to be depoſited under my 
care, as I figned the eonvention with Mahomet, 
it is not for you to contrive means for eluding or 
limiting them. Aſſemble the divan, this is your 
duty. Aſmonchar returned. Bahliſboull, full of 
miſchief and ambition, began to think how he might 
dethrone the queen, and, raiſe himſelf; upon the 
ruins of them all. 

The divan was aflembled ; 3 G 
her throne. All the genies proſtrated themſelves be- 
fore her. She beckoned with her hand, and each 
of them took his place. None of them knew 
why they had been called together. Aſmonchar 
received orders to declare the purpoſe of the meet- 
ing. The viker looked around, on the aflembly ; 
he perceived one place unoccupied; it was the ſeat 
of his grandfather Bahliſboull. He heſitated, there- 
fore, about opening up the ſubject ; leſt the queen's 
propoſal might paſs by the majority of votes. A 
great part of thoſe who were to. vote, were of the 
fame ſex with Setelpedour, and conſequently would 
difapprove of any law, whoſe object it might be 
to reſtrain the liberty or contradict the caprice of 
the ſex. The reſt were unſteady ſpirits who would 
make a merit of their condeſcenſion in yielding to 
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the queen. The miniſter therefore ſaw himſelf 
on the point of being ſubjected to the pleaſure of a 
man, and of a Muſſulman. He blaſphemed Ma- 
homet in his heart, and felt his courage and vi- 
gour fail. Setelpedour preſſed him to ſpeak. He 
was going to ſtammer out ſomewhat, when ſud- 
denly old Bahliſpoull arrived, and was ſupported 
by his ſervants to the foot of the throne. 
Pardon me, my ſovereign,” ſaid the artful old 
politician, © for being ſo tardy in my obedience to 
your orders. Time has waſted my ſtrength; years 
have worn away my wings. I was grieyouſly | 
wounded by Michael in the. firſt great battle in 
which we were engaged, and in a frame ike mine; 
ſo enfeebled by years, the ſcars and wounds open 
afreſn.“ Setelpedour was ſatisfied with the old 
genie's excuſe, and bade him take his place. Aſ- 
monchar, encouraged by the preſence of his grand- 
father, began to ſpeak, and opened up the ſubject 
upon which the queen defired to have the advice 
of the divan. The preſence of Babliſpoull was likely 
to have conſiderable influence with the aſſembly: 


bis inveterate hatred to inankind was well Known: 


His artiſices, his power, and his cruelty were fear- 
ed. He was known to be the author of the law which 
impoſed ſo ſevere-a reſtraint upon the ſubjects of 
the empire. Setelpedour addrefied the dangerous 
old man. Tou, ſaid ſhe, © who have ſeen three 
reigns t, tell me, Bahliſboull, whether there has 
been more than one inſtance of ſuch an alliance as 
that which I deſire to contract: 48 

| 60 3 


+ This relates to the reign of Lucifer before he was thrown 
down to the earth: his reign from that period to the time of 
Mahomet: and the Preſent reign of Setelpedour. 
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„Great queen, I might Adduce many authorities 
fitted to produce general conviction. I might even 
mention myſelf as an inſtance. I am as old as the 
time of that ſublime genie your grandfather ; when 
we were cat down from heaven, I fought: by his 


ſide. He regarded me as the eldeſt of his children. 


Need I remind the deſcendant, and repreſentative 
of our illuſtrous chief, of the æra of our ancient. 
glory, and of our unfortunate degradation, at a 


time when we ſought to exalt ourſelves higher! 


When we were enjoying undiſturbed tranquillity 
and power in our inacceſſible retreats, we were 
called to bow the knee before Mahomet. That 
daring upſtart whom we have ſeen aſpire and at- 
tain to the higheſt eminence of ſovereign authority, 
appeared to-have been predeſtinated to wield the 


ſceptre of the world. But, by becoming his diſci- 


ples, we loſt our empire. The diſgrace appear- 
ed inſupportable ; and our adam a mean 
dereliction of our rights. 

We ceaſed to regard him as bene re ei who 
ſubjected us to an unjuſt law, and in our juſt re- 
fentment we took up arms The great Kokopileſobe 
maintained, for ſome time, an equal conteſt with 
Michael and Gibrion. But, at laſt, our enemies, 
led by Mahomet, fell ;mpetuouſly upon us; we 
were vanquiſhed, ſpoiled; and expelled out of our 


dominions: hardly could we ſave our golden wings, 


without which, we muſt have been cruſhed m our 
fall. We next ſeized this globe, and to people it, 


entered into an alliance with the children of men. 


Mahomet's inveterate reſentment purſued the new. 


race, and deſtroyed them by a deluge. Inexhauſt- 
1ble in our reſources, however, we ſaw the remains 


of the race multiplied again, into an innumerable. 


people, and ſubjected them to our laws. The earth 
was 
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was covered with our altars, ſcarcely. could it ſup- 


ply. victims enough for our ſacrifices, and even 
human blood was ſhed. to propitiate our favour. 
Mad to behold; our. ſucceſs, Mahomet became a 
man; he waged a eruel war againſt us to degrade: 
us again from ſovereign power. He demoliſhed 
our temples, overthrew our images, ſilenced our 
oracles, and laid our honours in the duſt. It was 
determined among us to meet his arms. Woe were 
again unſucceſsful. However, we now preyailed 
ſo far as to obtain a capitulation. | 
„ The illuſtrious Kokopileſobe, diveſted of 3 
honours, retired to the moſt diſtant regions of the 
ſouth. The throne which you now occupy, was 


ſtill his, but by an article of the treaty, which I 


was forced to ſign, and of which I now produce 
this copy at your highneſs? feet; it was agreed, that, 
all children ſprung from the union of a genic, with. 


a mortal of the race of Adam, ſhould embrace the 


worſhip of the prophet, and hve under his power. 
It remains with you now, great queen, to deter- 
mine, whether your deſcendants, after being called 
to independence and glory, ſhall fink inte a humili- 
ating ſlavery, and {light the ſufferings of the great 
Kokopileſobe, the martyr of our faith.” | 
Genie,“ replied the queen, I know not the 
conditions of the treaty which you mentioned, but 


| you. conceal. the repeated infractions that have 


been. made againſt it. As to the inconveniences 
that may reſult from the marriage, which I now 
wiſh. to contract, my prudence ſhall guard againſt 
its affecting my poſterity. Lou who are ſo ver- 
iant in our laws, tell me whether there be any 
more ſacred, or more pointed againſt BY Views, 
than that which you have cited?“ 


Sage 
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i Sage ſovereigu,“ replied the genie, “ diſpenſe 
with my referring to it particularly, You would 
find it a mortifying contradiction to your wiſhes. 
Your ignorance of the law, may ſerve to excuſe 
your breaking it.“ “( Stop!“ ſaid Setelpedour, 
ignorance is diſgraceful to genies. Ideſire the 
laws to be known, for it is my duty to obſerve 
them, and I demand you to re the law to 
which you allude.“ 

* Agente,” ſaid Bahliſpoull, © may not worry any 
woman that is not a virgin; and a man who is 
already married cannot become your huſband, with- 
out occaſioning to you the forfeiture of all Jour 
privileges and power,” 

At this declaration, the queen inwardly curſed 
the law-and its interpreter, and had no difficult 
in feeing through the malicious artifice of Bahliſ- 
boull and the vitier Aſmonchar. But preparing to 
oppoſe artifice to artifice, ſhe continued thus : 

Sage genie, after what you have now faid, I 
ſhould cook der the object of my withes as abfolute- 
ly. unattainable, did I not know that your wiſdom 
and experience render you much ſuperior ig Atel- 
ligence to every other being. If you have ſo of- 
ten eſcaped the fetters with which you are threat 
ened, it is not one of our laws that can prove too 
hard for you to elude, I hope that your zeal and 
attachment to me will induce you to employ your. 
ſagacity in my behalf in the preſent inſtance. Can- 
not we who compoſe the legiſlative body repeal 
this law? or cannot we limit its efficacy without 
violating it? Conſider that the reaſons which in- 
duced me to call this meeting of the divan may 
prompt me to throw off every reſtraint rather than 
fail in the accompliſhment of my. wiſhes.“ 


Bahliſboull 
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Bahliſboun ſecretly rejoiced at the perplexity of 
the queen, and her paſſion for Simouſtapha. He 


ſuppoſed her to be as much blinded by love, as he 


was himſelf by ambition, and hoped to make her 
loſe, by his perfidious counſels, the empire of Gin- 
niſtan, and the affection of her ſubſects. Queen,” 
replied the old hypocrite, © I hope that the con- 
fidence with-which you defign to honour me, will 
contribute to ſecure your glory and happineſs. No 


law whatever can be obligatory on you, from 


whom all law proceeds. The decree of which you 
now complain was enacted by Kokopileſobe when 
he was our ſovereign, : and in circumſtances which 
forced him to yield to it. Were he now ſovereign 
of Ginniſtan, he would act upon different princi- 
ples of policy. You are indeed ſucceſſor to his 
power ; but your own judgment and pleaſure are 
now ſovereign through your empire. Nor have 
you yet attained the higheſt eminence to which 
you are deſtined to riſe. You are the ſtar of the 
ſeven ſeas, which encircle the earth, and had it not 
been for your predeceſſor” 5 ambition, you had by 
this time been that fair tar which leads in the day. 
Deſtiny had, no doubt, fore-ordained the defeat of 
the great Kokopileſobe, but his enterpriſe was 


- certainly an undertaking prejudicial to the empire 


of the genies. While you reſpect his perſon and 
courage, you cannot but curſe his fatal imprudence, 


and acknowledge the wiſdom of the laws of Mz- 


| homet ; and as you are free to gratify your wiſkes, 


you will ſurely be induced to eſtabliſh a law, which 
may not thwart. you in the indulgence of your 
deſires.“ 

All thoſe who did not pany BakliboutPs 
motives were ſurpriſed, at the propoſal. Setelpe- 
dour affected the fulleſt confidence in the coun- 

ſels 
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ſels of the old genie. The more you We ”? ſaid 
ſhe to him, * ſo much the more do ou prove to us 
the ſuperiority of 2 mind that has been taught 
wiſdom by misfortune,” over one that has been 
ſpoiled by continual proſperity. Yes, you have 
convinced me ; I ſhall not ſcraple to enrfe whatev- 
er it might be that occaſioned the misfortune of 
my predeceſſor. I am indeed too favourably in- 
clined towards mankind, to refuſe Mahomet the 
regard due to an extraordinary character. But, I 
require from you the formula of the abjuration, 
which I am to pronounce.” 

« You mult declare,” replied the genie, impa- 
tient to arrive at the object of his traitorous views, 
„you muſt declare, in a firm and diſtin& voice. 
Accurſed be thou Kokopileſobe ! thyſelf, thine am- 
bition, and thy projects. You muſt next abjure 
your own worſhip, and embrace that of Mahomet, 
by repeating the following confeſſion of your 
faith: Achad. en la. ia. cala. bella. Mahomed 
Raſoud. Alla.” 

The queen ſeemed to be preparing to utter theſe 
declarations. Bahliſboull looked with an eye of art- 
ful meaning upon the viſier Aſmonchar. This was 
readily underſtood by the divan, and they anxiouſ- 
ly waited the event. Setelpedour proceeded thus : 
% You have informed me of things,” faid the to 
the old genie, and communicated a form of words, 
with which I was before unacquainted. It is neceſ- 
ſary that the formula be reduced into writing by 
your hand before I pronounce it.“ “ My hand 
ſhakes too much,” ſaid Bahliſboull.—“ Take your 
time,” replied the queen, © and when I ſhall hive 
ſigned it, you and the viſier will bear it to Maho- 
met.“ I can neither write it'out, nor go thither,” 
replied the genie.— I muſt then repeat it from 

| memory 
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memory, i in the beſt, manner I ſhall be able, adding 
to hat my heart at the ſame time, dictates,” 
At theſe words, tbe roſe and ſpoke thus: For ever 
noeurſed be thou, infamous Bahliſboull, who by 
thine abominable flattery didſt poiſon the heart of 
my1 grandfather, and prompt him to riſc in xebel- 
lien againſt all authority. Mayeſt thou be accur- 
{fed thou principle of diſcord ! Love and tenderneſs 
are for ever on thy lips, while thy heart is a ſink 
of malignity and black corruption. Accurſed be 
chou and thy race for ever! infernal ſource of the 
miſchiefs, Which deſolate the univerſe... Accurſed 
be thou and thy grandſon Aſmonchar, who feign- 
ing to conduct me in the paths of ſafety, 1 15 
millead me to my deſtruction; let your wings be 
inſtantly. torn from you, And yourſelves hurled 
down to the earth! There live in a filthy ſqualid 
ſtate ! Such is your fate and my decree,” At this 
unexpected diſcourſe, the ſpirits who attended” in 
the divan, murmured applauſe around their queen. 
She poſſeſſed firmneſs to awe the moſt miſchievous. 
In her their ancient luſtre ſeemed to be reſtored ; 
q her orders were inſtantly executed ; the traitor- e. 
N nies were expelled to the earth; and ſhe diſmiſſed 
the divan. | 
Setelpedour now refleted upon the dangers to 
. which ſhe had been expoſed by her love, but could 
. not reſolve to diſmiſs it from her breaſt. Hadſt 
ö thou, my dear Simouſtapha,“ ſaid ſhe, * ® witneſſed 
what I have dared for thy ſake, how many human 
prejudices mighteſt thou ſacrifice for me ! But what 
| fay I! I love even that fame virtue, which con- 
6 firms thee in that denial, by which I feel myſelf 
. ſlighted. Hadſt thou ſeen me firſt, L.had perhaps 
- obtained thy love: and had not I, in com Hance 
wich the wilhes of Benalab, in order to promote! an 
bg Alliance 
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Alliance in which he t6olk an intereſt, preſented the 
lovely Ufetilfone to thy tmagination in a dream, thop 
Mouldſt this day have been my ſlave, and I ſhould 
have been the object of that faithful attachment, 
which no thing can ſhake. I will no longer diſturb thy 
happineſs or tlie peace of thy wife, but thou ſhalt live 
for me. Thou ſhalt be mine as well as her's. We will 
not obey the articles of the convention. Love and 
gratitude ſhall preſeribe to usother duties.“ Thus 
did the grand- daughter of the criminal, but bold, 
Kokopeleſohe fondly flatter her paſſion. She had all 
the elevation of ſoul of the genie her grand-father. 
But although ſhe was not aware of that, it was not hu- 
man blood that flowed in her veins. Althou gh her 
heart was not corrupted, courage and beauty were 
the only qualities which ſhe poſſeſſed in perfection. 
She had tranſgreſſed a law which Bahliſboull eager- 
ly explained to her; and time was by and bye to 
make her feel the conſequences of the tranſgreſſion. 
In her impatience to ſee Simouſtapha, ſhe would 
not wait for him in her palace. This would have 
been to delay the enjoyment of a pleaſure, whi-l 
ihe might inſtantly procure by tranſporting her- 
ſelf to Bagdad. She called the flave of the box. 
Jou are this evening,” ſaid ſhe, 4 to bear Ilſe- 
tilſone to her huſband's apartment. You will give 
me notice as ſoon as ſhe is there. I would add 
to their happineſs by my preſence.” Jemal exe- 
cuted the fairy's orders with the ſame care as for- 
merly. Setelpedour ſoon received notice that the 
Princeſs was with her lover, She inſtantly ſet out 
for Bagdad ; ſending Jemal before her, to give no- 
tice to the pair, of the queen of the genies' ap- 
roach. They would have been more embarraſſed 
at receiying this viſit of the queen, had ſhie not im- 
mediately upon her arrival reſtorcd their confidence 
VOL. 11. 6 by 
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by repeated marks of her favour. She embraced 


them one after another, and ſeated herſelf between 


them at the table. . 
1 f 1 ri nothing,” ſaid. ſhe, « by coming to 


| tuß With a mortal, Who is the pupil of my belov- 


ed Benalab. . tiave contribated, my dcar princeſs, 
to procure you the belt of Lutbands, Permit me 
af, lest to ſhare Four e WII tle I feek 


7 © % ww 


hi you ale to return it by cor HE Wa ng nth. 
ments. Will you, my dear Ilſetilſone, forgive 
him, for having excited it? ſaid ſhe, embracing the 
rinceſs.” — If f my lover, replied Ilſetilſone, with 
Freat limplicity, did not love you, I ſhould certain- 
Iy have good reaſon. to doubt of his affection for 
myſelf. I have given him my heart, He has 
two then to offer you in retarn far the favours, 
with which you have loaded us. Yeur charms 
and your virtues have made too lively an impreſ- 
fion, for us not to have the moſt heartfelt ſenſe of 
your merits.” Charming prineeſs,“ replied the 
queen, dhe; you yield exceeds my hopes. The 
fatisfaction which I feel can only be increafed by 
my hearing the ſame declaration from Simouſta- 
Ra... Sen queen,” ſaid he, © I can exprefs 
the entiments which I feel only by ee my- 
ſelf to, your pleaſure,” ; 
I Seteſpedour was pleaſed with theſe aſſuranecs 
of their tenderneſs, and continued during the re- 
paſt to expreſs her gratitude. All parties indul- 
gd without reſtraint in the pleaſures of the feaſt ; 
mukic, 
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muſic, dancing, perfumes and liquors, all contri, 
buted to its feſtivity. But what ſeldom happens 
upon ſuch occaſions, they turned themſelves to 
talk reaſonably towards the end of tlie feaſt. 

« Dear prince,“ ſaid the queen,, wy when I ſhall 
have reconciled the caliph to this match, Four 
happineſs will be complete ; Yet, not without the 
greateſt precaution upon your part, and the; -great- 
eſt care on mine. The enchanted (et which vou 
received from Benalab is at preſent an, object of 
ambition to Mamouk, the, . accurled magician, 
who was formerly poſſeflor of it: ou cannot al- 
ways carry this treaſure about With you; but 
you received a ring from me which you, muſt ney- 
er lay aſide ; for it will warn you of any dangers 
to which you may be expoſed, and at the ſame time 
afford you aſſiſtance. The ring which 1 gave to 
the princeſs has alſo its peculiar properties, to 
which, however, ſhe muſt not have recourſe, unteſs 


you ſhall happen to be threatened with death, and. 


its aid ſhall prove indiſpenfi bly neceſſary. Re- 
member always to ſhat your doors, and windows 
againſt every, thing that comes from Egypt.” At- 
ter giving them theſe advices, ſhe 'tcok her leave 
of the pair, embraced them, and dilappeared. 

This night paſſed as the former had done. Days 
ſucceeded one another undiſtinguiſhed by any re- 
markable events. Jemal, punctual to his duty, 
continued to execute the orders of his maſter with 
due celerity. The princeſs was evety evening 
tranſported to the houſe of her lover, and in the 
morning was carried back again to the caliph's 
palace. For three ſucceſſive days Simonſtapha 
bY 5. to Ginniſtan to offer his homage to 
the 
denied 15 riot. in ſoft delight, that of Mamouk 
2 "727 /= - Bu 


of the ſeven ſeas. 'W hile his heart thus 
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che Egyptian breattied nothing but vengeance a- 
Fainſt the poſſeſſor of the enchanted box, which he 
was impatient forego. 


9d The odious magic an had ſeen the Cas of Bena- 


HY turn a He followed it with his eye till it 
Eſed to appear, a fure prefage of the death of 


| kim Wile fate depended 'on its influence. The 


Wieked wretch, who dreaded the power of the 
Perfian philoſopher,” might, however, ſafely e- 
nough uſe means to regain the treaſure of which he 
had been deprived by the queen of the genies. 
But it was firſt neceſſary that he ſhould hear into 
hot Hands the box had fallen. 

1 accordingly took advantage of the firſt equi- 


non; this being the only ſeaſon favourable to the 


operation of thoſe who hold intercourſe with ſpi- 
rits. He drew a ſquare within his circle; divid- 
ed that again by two triangles; ; calculated the 
Uifferent ſpaces, and theſe giving him the humber 
mitte, afforded him the Tam 4 number of chambers 


do pafs through, in ſtudying and putfaing the train 


of events which he fought, He penetrated with 
a green lamp in to each of thoſe dark chambers. Its 
pres light diſcovered to him all the adventures of 
the Perſian ſage and che Indian prince, from their 
ethbarkatior till their arrival at Bagdad. He-faw 
Betas death there, and diſcoyeretd' the Bio 
box in the Hand of Simouſtapha, 
Nataes, Mamouk's ſon, ho was as” „bd 
as His father, aflifted his enquities. They toge- 
ther examined the ſign of the box. It appeared to 


be armed with points of ſteel; and a circle of fire 


Hlazed around it. The necromancers were not af. 
frighted. They were blinded by the Valué of the 


treaſitre which they fought tö regain. The father 


gag” x trench at the foot of iTrvalt exuinence in his 
garde TTY 
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garden. A ſpring of water guſhed inſtaptly forth, 
which he ſhewed to his ſon, ſayings, 8 «here, 


a faithful repreſentation of the, events, which, A 
wait me. While this ſpring datt ep Ser be 
you eaſy on my account, If Joh feet become 
turbid, ſend me aid. If it is tainted, with blood, 
you may then look upon me as dead., Be it then 
your only care to avenge my death, When you 
make a new attempt to regain our precious trea- 
ſure, endeavour fixft to learn what, ſnares;. were 
laid for me, and then be on your, guard Want 
ſuch as may he prepared for nonfat t e 11.316] 
Mamou immediately left his. ſon, and, * 
concealment on his journey, transformed himſelf 
into a ſereech-owl. He ſoon proceeded from Up- 
per Egypt into Arabia. The far which ſhines 
on Bagdad directed his progreſs, and it was not 
long — he reached the end of his journey. 
Aurora led i in the morn : and the ſun; advanced 
to Wuminate our hemiſphere. The onvl alighted 
in thoſe delightful gardens which derive; moiſture 
and fertility from the waters of Ilfara and Aggia- 
la, by which the city of Bagdad is waſhed in dif- 
ferent quarters. He ſought a retreat, amid thick. 
trees, whoſe dark foliage might beſt. conceal the 
ugly form which he had choſen to. aſſume. He 
Knew Simouffapha's houſe, while it was defended 
by the genie of the hox, to be inacceſſible to him 
under any form whatever: And reſting in the 
grove till the ſun ſhould ſhoot abroad his r rays, he 
in the mean time ſet himſelf to conſider how be 
might ſeduce ſome one, whoſe ſervices might fay- 
our his ſucceſs. Chance accidentally brought in 
his way the perſon whom he was ſeeking. The 
garden in which the magician,had ſtopped was 
cultivated by a poor gardener, . named Abairus. 
G 3 +=" a 
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He was bent down under the ſeverity of his la- 
bour, and heaved a few ſighs under the oppreſ- 
ton of fatigue and heat. Mamouk imagined, 
that a man in his miſerable circumſtances would 


eaſily liſten to offers which promiſed to alleviate 
his poverty and diſtreſs. The only food the gar- 


dener had to live upon, conſiſted of fome morſets of 
bread, and ſuch fruits as he could pick up among 
the gras. He filled a ſmall batket of theſe for his 


wife and children; and when evening came, he re- 


returned towards the city with the baſket in his 


hand. If this poor man,” ſaid Mamouk, © have 
any home, I ſhall prevail with him to admit 
me into it; and my ' addreſs will deferve little 
praiſe indeed, if I be not then able to employ him 
as an inſtrument for the accompliſhment of my 
projects. At thefe words, reſuming his natural 
form, he advanced with a haſty ſtep to join him. 
A good evening to you, Abairus,” ſaid he, ac- 
coſting him, yon have had conſiderable trouble 
in procuring theſe fruits for your family.“ “ El ! 
who are you then, my good fir,” faid the garden- 
er, ſurpriſed to hear himſelf addrefled by name, 
* who condeſcend to n to a poor man like 
me: 377 75 

am a mkn," rephed -Mamouk, © who 


knows you as well as you know yourſelf. I 


could name all the trees in your garden, thoſe ev- 
en of Which you take the greateſt care. I love 
the poor; and, in my travels, ] always lodge with 
them, being certain that I mall want nothing, as 
I always take care to make every thing that is ne- 
c#fiary to be 3 to me, and think nothing too 
wo for my f hen I can ſhare it with them.” 
Ads 1” Mic mbairust hy am I fo anfor- 
ranate 45 not to have it in my power to receive 
3999: 2658, a gueſt 
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A gueſt like you but we have N auen, to 
fleep upon.“ 'E 2090 

„ Hold! fard die magicidrl: here are tem 
pieces of gold, with theſe purchaſe whatever ou 
want. 1 know of no more pleaſing enjoyment 
than that of procuring to good ran the comforts 
which fortune has denied them. This is a ſecret 
for happineſs which I am not afraid of having ſtol- 
en from me. Luxury and opulence harden the 
hearts of the rich: and while the poor man eats 
his bread in the fweat of his brow, how man 
children of luxury are there in Bagdad, who need 
to rouſe their languid appetite with the delicate 
high- ſeaſoned diſhes of CY vou 
know Simouſtapha?“ 

Do] know him, my lord ! Is there a 1 * 
poor perſon in Bagdad who does not know that 
humane and genevous man We live at no great 
diſtance from him. I often go, by my maſter's 
orders, to ſell him the fineſt fruits produced in our 
garden, and he always gives me ſomething for my- 
ſelf.” In the mean time they reached the city 
Mamouk proceeded. with Abairus to his humble 
dwelling. © Wife,” ſaid he, as he entered, © this 
good lord comes to lodge with us; aſk not what 
ew have to entertain him with; here is a handful 
of gold J am going to buy a ſofa for us to reſt 
upon!“ Mamouk entered a chamber, the only 
furniture of which was two wooden ſtools and a 
table: the wife and the children were almoſt nak - 
ed; the whole abode afforded a ſtriking picture of 
miſery ; ; and if he wiſhed to make himſelf com- 
fortable in that houſe, there was @ neceffity for 
making an addition to his preſent. Abairus, 


7 N 


* ſaid he, „] love to do good: here are other ten 


Pieces with Which you may provide all that is 
wanting. 
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wanting. Conſult your own convenience and my | 
happineſs for the future. At fight, of ſo much 
money the poor gardener. could- hardly perſuade. 
himſelf that he was not in a dream: he gave 
thanks to providence | and the great prophet, and 
went out to make his purchaſes. The, wife in 
the mean time began to put her room in order,— 
„Leave me to do that,” ſaid Mamouk ; © it is 
on my account that you take ſo much trouble, 
and it is but reaſonable that I fhould help you. 
In the mean time, go purchaſe clothes for your- 
ſelf, your huſband, and your children; take theſe 
twenty ſequins to lay out in this way. Their 
luſtre will not dazzle the eye, and you muſt take 
care that you tell no perſon that you received 
them from. your gueſt. If it ſhould become known, 
I would inſtantly leave your houſe. The goed: 
which I do loſes all value in my eyes, unleſs done 
in ſecret. When your huſband returns we wall 
think of proviſions. . 

The wife of Abairus went out, 1 08 UE. firſt 
time reſolved to keep : a ſecret. in which ker own 
intereſt was concerned. She had ſo often bluſhed 
for her poverty, that ſhe now found little difficuk y 
in concealing the means by which her preſent 
wealth had come into her hands. Both the huſ- 
band and the wife ſoon returned, The gardener 
was not a little ſurpriſed, to find his houſe ſo much 
improved in appearance, and his family ſo much 


better dreſfed. The author of theſe happy changes 


ſat down at table with them ; and ſeemed to enter 
fully into the ſatisfaction which his beneficence 
had produced. Among thoſe good people he en- 
joyed only the ſucceſs of the ſtratagem by which 
he ſo blinded the ſimple honeſt creatures, fo as 
to appear a beneficent being. . 
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The hour ſor reſt now came. Abairus and his 
wife went to taſte its ſweets ; while the Egyp- 
tian buſied himſelf in contriving how he might 
ravith the treaſure from the Indian prince, who 
was its preſent poſſeſſor. He knew, from having 
ſeen him in the ninth chamber, which he had 
marked out by the rules of his cabbala, that Si- 
mouſtapha had for ſome nights paſt enjoyed the fa- 
vours of love in the arms of his lovely bride. 
How favourable a ſeaſon, this to ſurpriſe him ! If. 
the genie of the box, did not watch over the hap- 
py pair, or if the vigilance of the queen of the 
genies was not exerted to guard them equally 
from all dangers, natural or miraculous. 

The magician. in his impatience to begin nis 
enterpriſe, could no longer reſt in the houſe ; he 
refumed the ſhape of an owl, and flew round the 
houſe of Simouſtapha. All acceſs to it was, how-- 
ever, barred againſt him, and in whatever form he 
approached, inevitable death ſeemed to await him. 
He was ſeized with terror and returned to reft and 
quiet in the houſe of Abairus. MamonKk's ſole con- 
cern was to gain the gardener's confidence, to ſuch. 
a degree, that he might be induced to co-operate! 
readily in all his infidious views. He. therefore 
reſumed the human form. Next day he accom- 
panied Abairas to Fis, garden, +alked to him of 
his art, taught him ſome ſecrets, ſhared his frugal 
meat, and quenched his thirft Tro the ſame fpring 
| with hi m. © You have a variety of fine fruits 
hete,” ſaid he to the gardener': © but if the garden, 
were your own, I fhould make it produce fruits. 
of ſuch a ſingular quality that no athers would be 
eaten at the caliph's table.“ 15 Alas“ 29h laid. the 
gardener,” I have only two trees in the World, an. 
apple tree, and a pear tree, both from India. 1 had 

planted 
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planted them in a ſmall ſpot, adjoining to my houſe; 
but the ſoil does not ſeem to fait them. The fruits 
which they beat never fipen.“ 

he diſcreet and prudent,“ replied Mamouk; 
* don' t ſay a ward, and J will make your fortune. 
You and 1 will, work together. Provided that 


you conceal the matter from your wife and child- 


ren, the two trees ſhall produce finer fruits than 
they would have borne, if they had remained in In- 
dia, and in the moſt favourable ſituation. But the 
leaſt act of indiſcretion on your part, may cauſe 
all that we can do, to mifgive. We muſt obſerve 
the ſtricteſt filence as to the operation, which we 
are to perform together. In a few days you ſhall 

ther fruit from your pear-tree, the beauty ,of 
Abairus and Mamouk 
returned to the houſe. A comfortable meal was 
ready for them, provided by the generous care of 
the magician, who added every thing elfe that was 
moſt likely to gain him the good-wall of his en- 
tertainers. | 

The Egyptian role next morning a "is mi- 
nutes before day-break, and went to look for the 
two trees which the gardener had mentioned to 
him. He had only to open a door fronting a ſmall 
terrace not twenty feet ſquare. _ The two plants 
were decaying, being hid in that fituation from 
the foſtering heat of the fun. The pear tree was 
however in flower. Abairus, when he aroſe, per- 
ceived the door open, ſaw the magician, and went 
up to him: There are my poor trees. Rs 
are overgrown with mofs.“ “ arofe ſo early 
replied the Mamouk, „ in order to come hither 
aad clear them of it. But en tlie inner balk, g 
you ſee is beautiful and green; ſhut the door, and, 
let us fri our work white the UE" arc afleep? 4 
mall 
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fall ſhew you a fine ſight in a ſhort time. F 
ever, as your own fortune is concerned, I, muſt 
firſt make ſure of your diſcretion. | Bind yourſelf 
to me, by a ſolemn oath ; ſwear by the Koran, 
and upon my ſabre, repeating this form of words 
after me; What Mamouk is about to do, is for 
the benefit of Abairus; Abairus will therefore o- 
bey whatever Mamouk commands,” The good 
| gardener entered without heſitation into an agrees 

ment, of which all the advantages ſeemed to be 
upon his fide. Mamouk bade him bring a. peg, 
threes piece of cord, and two ſpades.,- Theſe were. 
brought. „ Take this cord,“ ſaid Mamouk, 6 tle 
one end of it about the tree, and knot the other to. 
the peg. . Trace as exact a circle as you can with- 
in three feet of the tree. Then bind the tree; 
and we will ſet ourſelves to dig within the circle, 
till we have brought moiſture to nouriſh the roots. 
To ſucceed, We moſt work methodically ; and. I. 
ſcruple not to tell you that this is a geometrical. 
operation.” 

The ſmall ſpace round the tree was ſoon turned 
cover with the ſpades Is there ever a flower on 
your tree? ſaid Mamouk. © Luckily. there is; 
ſaid the credulous gardeperoml Nothing can 4 
luckier for us, indeed,” ſaid the magician ; (go up 
to the flower, flatter it. Every thing in nature 
is animated and ſenſible, although it does not ap- 
pear to be ſo. Say to it; My good little flower! 
you muſt produce me a pear larger than any that. 
grows in India; ſo large that a man may hide him- 
ſelf in it. Abairus laughed with great ſimplicity, . 
as he pronounced theſe words. The cup,” ſaid 
he to Mamouk, © will, in this caſe, be as large as 
the dome of a minaret.” —4* Take you ng concern 
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about hat fig race * let. us only have th 
pear 


door, of which Mamouk "retained the key; and 


This operation ended. our gardeners ſhut the 


proceeded together to the garden in which Abairus 
was to work for the day. The Egyptian aſſiſted 
him in his labour, and adopted his manner of liv- 
ing, and mode of ſpeaking. Any third perſon 
who ſhould have heard them, would have thought 


them two mpletons. The work about the pear 
tree, and the hopes of its fruit ſeemed to be for- 


gotten. Abairus thought the whole matter no- 
thing but children's play; and had joined in it only 
in complaiſance, to a man to whom he was ſo much 
obliged for his liberal preſents and kind attention. 
Eight days paſſed, without Mamouk's expreſ- 


ſing the ſmalleſt curiofity to ſee the effect of their 


operation on the pear tree. At laſt, upon the 
ninth day, as Abairus was going out to his daily 
labour, the Egyptian as he went along with him 
ſaid; have you no curiofity to ſee what is be- 
come of our fruit? „ ſhould be glad to ſce,” 

ſaid Abairus, if it could afford you any amuſe- 
ment. But I fear we have loſt our labour, in dig- 
ging at the root of a tree thrice accurſed. I had 
before wrought there, in a very differeat manner, 
but all in vain. I did not indeed think, of addreſ- 
ſing any ſoft wards to it; let us go in and ſee its 
appeaiance.” The good Fardener having. been ac- 
cuſtomed to daily labour, and to the gradual and 


uniform products of nature, did not expect to find 


fo extraordinary a change upon a branch on which 
only one withering flower remained. How great 
was his aſtoniſhment, when he faw a prodigious 
pear hanging upon it, four tunes as large as the 


gnelt fruit he had ever ſeen a pear tree bear. I 
| ſhould 
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ſhould never have thought it, ſaid he in ſurpriſe. 
« To whom ſhall I ſell this pear? If Icarryitto the 
palace, the caliph's officers will take it from me 
for a few ſequins, and keep it to themſelves: If I 
ſhew it to Simouſtapha, he is a man who will r re- 
fuſe no price.“ 

Tou are right,” ſaid Mamouk ; 6 be is the 
man who will pay you beſt. Reflect, my dear A- 
bairus, that your tree will hereafter flouriſh like a 
roſe-buſh in May: and none but Simouſtapha can 
pay you for the fruits. Come, put your pear up- 
on a plate, cover it with a napkin, watch the mo- 
ment when Simouſtapha comes out before his hop, 
and go up to him in your ordinary way. He will 
be curious to ſee your fruit; ſhow him this ; - he 
will defire to purchaſe it, and will give you any 
price, however exorbitant. But I told you before, 
that I was to go into the pear: I mean to do ſo 
fill; theſe are our conditions.” „ Ah! to be 
' ſure ! I have no objection,“ ſaid Abairus; laugh- 
ing. Make yourſelf ſmall enough; you will be 
a very pretty kernel. Would you have me be- 
: come a kernel? — «Yes, if poſſible.“ Command 
me then.” “ Well, I command you!“ Open 
the way to me then, by breaking the end of the 
pear.” Abairus, being in a gay humour, was wil- 
ling to follow out the joke, and {hightly touched 
the end of the pear to break it away, but was very 
much vexed to find it eafily yield to his hand. 
{© The fruit is nothing the worſe for this,” ſaid 
Mamouk; “ had not this happened, I muſt have 
ſtopped at the door; put it as it was again; go, 
cet a plate; ſeek out your merchant ; the pear 
well not feem for this the leſs curious to him; it 
has loſt nothing of its ſize or reliſh; next week 
we n have others, which we can manage more 
AI H 8 cautiouſſy.“ 
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cautiouſly.” The gardener went for a plate; when 
he returned, Mamouk was gone. He ſuppoſed that 
he was gone to ſee the pear- tree; and not needing 
His aſſiſtance at the fale of his pear, he went with⸗ 
out coadern to the houſe of Simouſtapha. ä 
Mamouk had completely abuſed the ſimplicity 
of Abairus. The impoſtor having been diveſted 
of half his power, and reduced to a paſſive con- 
dition by a higher influence, had been obliged to 
transform the ignorant gardener into a magician, 
without the poor man's ſuſpecting any myſtery in 
the matter. He had aſſociated him witli himſelf, 
and had artfully made the other command what 
was for is own intereſt to be done. Such aun | 
the dangers to which - ignorance expoſes us! 
Scarcely had Abairus turned his back to go for 4 
plate, when the Egyptian, faithfully obedient to 
the command which he had prevailed upon the 
gardener to give him, contracted the bulk of his 3 
body and entered into the pear, to aſſume in it the 1 
form of a kernel. If the pear ſhould be cut with 
out the knife harming the kernel, and eſpecially = 
if the delicious taſte of the fruit ſhovid be eager- | 
Iy reliſhed, the accurſed Mamouk was certain of re- N 
covering his loſs, and conſummating his vengeance. 
Every thing had hitherto: proved favourable- to 
the magician's plot. Simouſtapha was at bis door 
when Abairus paſſed, and aſked to ſee the fruit. 
The gardener ſaid that he was going to preſent it 
himſelf to the caliph, from whom he ſhould have 
tweo hundred ſequins for it. Go no farther for 
your money,“ ſaid Simouſtapha; give it to me; 
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here are two hundred. ſequins, and fifty more for I 
the pleaſure you do me in giving me the prefers [3 
ence, Ahairus, tranſported at his good fortune, + 
neglected the plate and the napkin; in his eagerneſs 3 
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to embrace him to whom he was originally indeb- 
ted for ſo much money. He returned haſtily 
” tome, but no Mamouk was there. Suppoſing that 
N be might be in the garden without the city, he. 

next ran thither, but ſtill his benefactor was not to 
be found. He looked for him every where, and 
called upon him in vain, while the rivers and 

roves re- echoed the name of Mamouk. 

While the gardener was employed in this fruit- 
lefs ſearch, Simouſtapha was impatiently expect- 
ing the hour when he might enjoy the charms of 
the lovely: Ilſetilſone, and preſent her with the 
prettieſt pear he had ever ſeen. Night came at 
laſt; the genie did his duty. The charming pair 
arrayed themſelves in the preſents of their amiable 
benefactreſs. The robes, the rings, the necklace, the 
ſtrings of diamonds to be interlaced with the hair ; 
d nothing of all theſe was forgotten. The mute 
; eunuch brought in and preſented the fruit which 
7 the Indian prince ſo highly valued. IIſetilſone 

admired it; its ſmell was exquifitely delicious; 
a flight noiſe. was heard when they cnt the pear; 
a kernel dropped out and fell to the ground. The 
fatal pieces had jult touched the lips of the lovers, 
when Simouſtapha uttered a loud cry, his. ring 
having preſſed his finger ſo as to occaſion an 
acute pain. Ilſetilfone dropped the bit of the pear 
from her hand. The prmee attempted to pull off 
the ring; and, as he unavoidably rubbed it with 
his hand, in making this attempt, the genie, who 
was flave to the ring, inſtantly ſtood before him. 
He was affrighted at the large and ugly figure; 
the princeſs fwooned away. Who art thou? | 
What wouldeſt thou have with me ?” ſaid Simouſta- ; 
; pha to the monſtrous apparition, <* I am the 1 
; Have of the ring vhich you received from my ſo- 
| H 2, | vereign 
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3 183 


Warn you that” you are at this aide in the utmoſt 
daß 284 "Your « enemy is in the houſe ; that fruit 


15 ; Poiſone ned; LEON preferve the! box ; as Loon As 
It 15 ſecure, wall rerun,” © R 
PN Simouſtapha' and is ſtave gave affine to the 
princes. emal! in the mean time, wh5 Was cd oo 
fined in the magic box, repulſed his old mafler in 
the beſt manner he could; being greatly afraid of 
falling again under his power. Mamouk applied 
an enchanted ring to the lock of the bureau in 
which tlie box was laid; the lock burſt open, and 
that moment the guardian genie ſubſtituted a new 
bolt: this conteft had been fix times repeated, and 
Jemal was at laſt unwillingly 5:4, hue to vield, 
when the genie of the ring arrived. 


© Iufamous wretch,” ſaid he to Mamouk, 


thou ſhalt die by my, hand. At the ſame time, 


he ſucked | up all the air in the apartment, and Iift- 
ed his arm to ſtrike the Egyptian, Who fell breath 
tefs to the grougd. He was immediately fettered. 
His magic ring and his book of enchantment were 
taken from liim, and he was left on the floor half 
dead, and deſtitute of all power to do harm. After 
this victory the genie of the ring went to inform 
Simonttapha of the danger to which he had been 
expoſed from tae attifices' of Mamout. e Come,“ 
faid he, „ fee Jour fallen ellen y; an 1d diſpoſe of 
his fate, not as the natural goodnels of your own 
heart would dictate, but as the incorrigible de- 
pravity of his heart deferves! Simouſtapha fol- 
_ the Lin into the ape artment; ut Mamouk 


wins 1 ST 1 


what MT Gut brain Have been ee pt ? 
But thou art in ferters, and canſt not have 9 


* 


CS 


ARABIAN TALES. 89 


to any diſtance.” He then adviſed Simouſtapha to 
take the box, and to call Jemal to aſſiſt them in 
their ſearch for the villain that had eleaped. The 
two genies found him in the garden, There he 
had begun to work off his fetters. At light of of his 
enemies, he flung himſelf into. the jt Two 
mounds were inſtantly raiſed to confine him. He 
ſprung up, like a waterſpout, into the air, but 
was compelled to fall back again into a baſon 
which they formed to receive him. He then tried 
to ſteal away in a flame, but a thick vapour ga- 
thered ropnd and confined him. Amidſt theſe 
conteſts with arms ſo powerſul as the elements of 
nature, the canal ſeemed to he ſuddenly filled with 
burning quick-lime, the vicinity of which was 
formidable. The genie of the ring threw into it 
the two halves of the pear. In à moment they 


were melted down; the genie then addreſſed Si- 


mouſtapha and ſaid: Prince, pronounce. the 
doom of this wretch. We are ready to execute 
your ſentence.“ Say to him, Infamous m- 
gician, I encloſe thee i in thine.oxwn works, and with 
thy own works, that thou mayeſt be Are by 
thine own. works.” . 
Simouſtapha pronounced after the genie. The 
magician was ſuddenly transformed into a maſs of 
marble, figured like an owl, and reſembling thoſe 
horrible ſtatues which were to be ſeen among the 
idolaters, before the coming of the great prophet. 
The genie bore this ugly ff ligure from the garden. 
Simoultapha returned to his wife, Who, although, 


ſomewhat recovered from her firſt terror, was ſtill. 


not without alarm, till ſhe now ſaw him ſafe be- 
fide. her. T hey went together into the cloſet 
where the box la. Simouſtapha touched the box, 
and Jemal appeared. My lord, what i is your 

H 2 - pleaſure 
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plegſure with your {laye?” ſaid the genie. Re- 
late to me the particulars of the event which has 
naw happened.“ The genie ſat down upon the 
box; and obeyed Simouſtapha's orders. He re- 
lated the magical labours of Mamouk, his journey 
from Egypt, his arrival in Bagdad, his deceiving 
the gardener, his lodging in his houſe, his tranf- 


formation of himſelf into various ſhapes, the en- 


chantment of the pear tree, and the manner in 


which he introduced himſelf into Simouſtapha's 
houſe lurking in a ſeed of tlie pear which the 
prince himſelf had brought in, —out of which he 
afterwards made his eſcape, When the pear was 
cut. The genie farther deſcribed his-own combat 
within the box, which he maintained by the ſuc- 


ceflive ſabſtitution of a new lock to that which 


was deſtroyed by the Egyptian's magic ring. 


From this box, juſt as his efforts to defend it were 


almoſt entirely overcome, he had ſeen the genie of the 


ring approaching to his aſſiſtance. He then related 


how the enchanter had been laid breathleſs on the 
ground, fettered and diveſted of his magic; and 
how, at the moment when the genie of the ring 
went out of the cloſet, ſpirits fent from + Upper 
Egypt to the aid of Mamouk, by his ſon Naracs, 

had ſuddenly carried him off, and had put him in 


'2 condition to maintain the laſt combat in which 


he had finally fallen. 

This ralation having taken up part ** the highs 
the lovers had hardly been left alone to congra- 
tulate one another on their efcape from fo many 
inares, ſuch engen attacks, and projects ſo well 
concerted, wehen Ilſetilſone was obliged to entruſt 
herſelf to the care of the faithful Jemal, and return 
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Simouſtapha went to the bath, that he might 
there recover his tranquillity which had lately 
been ſo much diſturbed. Hel next prepared to ſet 
out for Ginniſtan. He had recoutſe to the box, 
and invoked the genie. He arrived fafe in Ute 
preſence of the queen of the genies, to Whom he 
Was endeared more than e = the dangers to 
which he had been expoſed. 3 10 I 

She came out to meet hien ada exptelle8;! by 
her fond careſſes, how much ſhe was concerned for 
his misfortune. She did not trouble the young 
prince to relate the incidents of an' adventure with 
which ſhe was already fully acquainted. ! But ſhe 
took occaſion, from its riſe and iſſue, to warn him 
5 be careful of the ring and box, Land to let him 

Know that he had ſtill the attacks of Mamouk's 
fon to fear, who was a no leſs dangerous perſon 
than his father. It will be in vain for me,” ſaid 
ihe, * to watch always over your fate, and to place 
about you ſome of thoſe powers which are ſubject 
to me; unleſs you yourſelf” uſe all due means 
to guard againft the ſnares 'of men: My 'af- 
liſtance reſpects only ſupernatural intervention. 
Put yourfelf in a condition to depend upon your 
own virtues and ſa agacity, as did your maſter Ben- 
alab. My love ſhall anſwer for the reſt. ? 

We need not here enlarge farther upon tlie 
n 7 advices given by Setelpedour, and the 
lively gratitude of Simouſtapha. He took leave 
of the queen, and the genie conveyed him back 
to Bagdad, where political operations were open- 
ing up new events which it may be more HR 
ing to deſcribe. 1115 

The caliph had received news that the! city of 
Damaſeis Was et by two hundred thouſand 
infidels, and had iſſued orders for all Muſſul- 

' men 
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men to take arms, and follow him to the relief of 
that important city. At this news Simouſtapha 
felt the ſentiments natural to a brave ſoul. His 
courage was rouſed ;—he was inflamed with zeal 
for defence of the Muſſulman faith. The love of 
glory, and the deſire of approving himſelf worthy 
of his, miſtreſs, made him aſpire to the palm of 
military fame, which he followed the commander 
of the faithful to acquire. He firſt called Jemal. 

„„ You have heard,” ſaid he to the genie, + the 
caliph's. proclamation. | 1 mean to join him. Bring. 
me, inſtantly. a horſe and armour ſuitable, to my 
rank and birth. The genie haſtened away thro' 

the air, to inform Setelpedour of the young prince's 
intentions. The queen was pleaſed, and reſolved. 
to put her hero i in a condition for.attaining to the 
higheſt honours to which ſhe knew him to. be deſ- 
tined. She ordered one of the fineſt courſers in 
the three Arabias to be immediately choſen out: 
for him. Her emiſſaries ſtopt at Sardia, a deſart- 
canton, three days? journey from Damaſcus, where 
were, horſes, of the. very beſt quality. Of thoſe: 
one was ſingled out, to which none of the reſt 
could be compared. He: was of the breed of. 
Gilpha, the father of the mule on which the great 
prophet had ridden, when, after raving his victo- 
rious . ſtandard. upon the towers of Medina, he 
made his way through Paleſtine, and ſoon made: 
all Aſia yield before the irreſiſtible force of his 
glorious ſcimitar, and the wiſe laws. of the divine 
Koran. The horoſcope of the horſe intended for 
Simouſtapha had been drawn at his birth by the 
moſt ſkilful aſtrologers, and it had been found, 

that he was deligned to ſerve the greateſt prince 
upon earth, and to become the means of length- 


ening out the duration, and confirming the ſelicity 
at 
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of two powerful empites. This animal's diſp She 
tions had hitherto Juftified® the decrecs 0 Kin 
tiny. He was manageable, docile, brave 26d inz 
defatigable. He never Was a. Have tothe necef. 
fities of nature, he could bear nung er and'thirft; 
without fuffering any” alteration” fn Nas vig j 
his conſtitution he*coult Want ſle ep and Fre 1 
münner upon air. With theſe rare qualities; Be az 
ſo diſcovered the molt prompt obedience to cm- 
mand, the moſt fagacious intelligence, and an at- 
tüchment to his maſter, that could ſtand any trial. 
How many of mankind are inferior totthis horſe? 

Setelpedour wiſhed to fee the horſe deſtined for 
her favourite. He neighed for 30 that he was 
to appear before the queen of the genies, and to 
contribute to the glory of the hero who enjoyed 
her protection. He was conveyed to Ginniſtan, 
and was beheld with admiration, by Setelpedour. 
He was ſoon covered with a harnefs beſitting his 
beauty, but not extraordinarily ſumptuous? Com- 
plete armour for the prince was laid upon his back. 
The cuiraſs and other parts of the armour were 
formed of the ſteel of Damaſcus.” Fheſe arms 
were all of a brown colour. Simouſtapha impa- 
tiently waited upon the terrace of his houſe for 
the return of Jemal, till he ſaw that noble war- 
horſe enter his court. At fight of ſo ſine a pre- 
tent the young prince felt a lively emotion of gra- 
titude, and was animated with a new ardoùr to ſig- 
nalize his courage, Fat love wied new ans. 

ir the way.” | 

When the genie, Under cout of igt had car- 
ried {Wetilfonefrom'the'caliph's palace, and brought 
the young couple again together; the fair princeſs, 
upon being informed of the intentiens of her loy- 
ef, loft the uſe ef her fenſes; and when theſe 


revived, 
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revived, gave herſelf up to the moſt cruel en, 
and the night was paſſed in tears. | 
The caliph, however, ſet out upon bi ed 
tion, Simouſtapha, ſacrificing glory to the more 
tender intereſts, of love, left his courſer to champ 
his bridle, with impatience, and to fill the air with 
angry. neighing. Jemal could ſcarce confine him. 
He wiſhed. to be always ſaddled and bridled, and, 
in his eagerneſs for Simouſtapha's departure, he 
furiouſly pawed the ground with his feet. More 
than one day paſſed, before the prince, who feared 
the conſequences of his miſtreſs? anxiety, could 
tear himſelf from her arms. Setelpedour obſerv- 
ing the ſtruggle in his breaſt, bluſhed for his 
weakneſs, and being jealous of his glory, haſtened 
to his houſe. *©* You are wanting in your duty,” 
ſaid ſhe, can you be thus indifferent to your 
glory, and to the ſafety of the ſtate in which you 
live? Why do you — languiſn here in ſhameful 
weakneſs of mind? Set out this inſtant. If you 
heſitate one moment longer, Iabandon you for ever. 
My ſlave will put you on the way to Damaſcus. 
I ſhall take care of your wife. This difcourſe 
made Simouſtapha ſenfible, and aſhamed, of his 
weakneſs. He fell on his knees before the fairy, 
imploring her pardon and the aid of her power. 
He mounted his horſe, who carried him like light- 
ning along the way to Damaſcus; the genies who 
were ſlaves to the fairy, attending to guard him. 
At length, from the ſummit of à hill he diſcovered 
Damaſcus. The city was aſſaulted by infidels. 
Ihe caliph's army was engaged by the enemy, ard 
evidently at a diſadvantage : the two wings were 
broken and falling backwards. The ſtandard of 
Mahomet appearing in the army, marked the place 


h Where Haroun Alraſchid fought in perſon. _ The 


infidels 
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infidels were preſſing upon His batallions; they 
ſoon made their way to the caliph, atid-that iluf- 
trious ſovereign was within a little of falling by 
their hands. At fight of this, Simouſtapha paſſed 
with the rapidity of lightning through the thickeſt 
of the fight; every blow of his ſcimitar was or- 
tal; at every advancing ſtep his horſe trampled 
down ſore of the infigels. In a moment he had 
placed his ſovereign in ſecurity.” The thunder of 
his voice ſpread terror through the enemy, and 
reſtored confidence to the hearts of the Muſfalinen, 
IN ſeized the ſtandard of tlie holy pro- 
| It waved from his hand in che centre of 
_ 1 which he had muſtered. At this 
ſignal the courage of the warriors revived; the 
battle was more vigorouſly renewed ; but death had 
changed fides. The infidels were now to meet his 
fury, and fall under his ſtroke. Simouſtapha's- 
high-mettled Reed conveyed him rapidly through 
all the ranks. He took upon him the command, 
and none refuſed to obey. Both leaders and Toke 
diers looked on him as an angel from heaven. He 
| detached one part of the army to purſue the flying 
enemy; while he led the other in good order un- 
der the walls of Damaſcus. The ſcaling ladders © 
were inſtantly broken down, the befteged were 
daſhed headlong from the ramparts, and the gates 
of the city were opened to admit its deliverer. 
Simouſtapha marched in triumphant at the hèead 
of the victorious army. The multitude erouded a 
upon him as he advanced, to embrace his knees; 
and the ſaviour of Damaſcus received the ardent 
homage of the people, for whom he had exerted” 
his courage. They proceeded to the high Welge 
to render thanks to heaven and Mahomet for ſd 
ſignal a deliverance. Haroun was careful not to 
loſe 
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loſe 1 ht of Ne aha, en Ft e moved 


Hig \vt 87 40 A 9 rode onward at a [mall diltanc ance from 
the cafiph; © When the) had come to the door of 
the fg dle, de "alig 1 75 1 his horſe and kneel- 
of H one Fila to do homage to the ſovereign, 
= bY "hating in When he difmounted. Harcun 
= 2 2 accepted the aſſiſtance of the young 
5 Gatti 7 nat he Was concerned to remark, thas 
555 FU eld” gut to him was wounded and co- 
Fered Wich blood. ö 
c Valiant hero,“ faid he, 1 vou wounded Pl 
Wat fovefeigt of the faithful,“ replied the 
India n prince, the wound cannot be dangerous, 
* for 15 2 feel” ho Pneafineſs” from it.“ Generous 
5 warrior, P' replied he, „tlie heat of the action, and 
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the intrepidity of your courage have made you. 
neglect your wound; but we muſt not enter the, 
; moſque; till it be dreffed. „ Your goodneſs 0. 
verpowers me, replied Simouſtaptia, „but. the 
64 ſolemnities in which you're about to engage; are. 
{8 of mach greater 1 than any 10595 chat : 
71 of your ſubjeas.” - 
| The caliph was cha armed with this bent ins. 
[3 ſtatic of modeſty. Brave Muffalman,” draw- 
0 ing out from his ale an handkerchief, on Which 
5 his own name was written in letters of gold,“ dei ign 
oi at leaſt to preſerve Jour wound from the air, by. 
of wrapping it in this handkerchief,” till it can be 
properly dreſſed.” Simouſtapha received the hand- 
kerchief, and the people proceeded to expreſs their 
gratitude to heaven, by every fuitable at of reli- 
gion. The calipli retired after chieſe folemnitles, * 
2 a palace lappropriated to him, during his ref.” 
dence at Damaſcus. Many of His ters) who Ha 1 
main no ee 'of ecſerting' ay: i Jos 
£52 Pa "2335s 
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dangers of the battle, attended bim, however, 10 
the triumph with a jealouſy to maintain their pla- 
ces. Simouſtapha, in whoſe eyes ſuch frivolous 
advantages were of no importance, retired from 
the court, mounted his horie, and haſtened from 
the city. - 

He had given to glory all that honour required. 
It was now time that love ſhould conſole the diſ- 
treſs of his miſtreſs. His horſe ſeemed to ſhare 
his impatience : and Simouſtapha was ſoon again 
within 1 3 of the minarets of the city of Bag- 
a8,” | 

During his abſence, the beneſicent queen of the 
genes, to relieve the anxiety of Ilſetilſone, had 
made Jemal convey the caliph's daughter to her 
own palace. Great muſt have been the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the princeſs, to find herſelf, when ſhe a- 
waked, in the arms, not of Simouſtapha, but of 
Setelpedour. „Be calm,” faid the benevolent, 
fairy; © it was neceſſary that your huſband ſhould 
do his duty ander the banner of the caliph. Your 
happineſs depends, more than you ſuppoſe, on the 
ſervices which ke may render your father upon 
this occaſion. It is not merely unprofitable glory 
that he purſues. I watch over his ſafety ; and, 
if I might, would fight by his fide. But this is 
forbidden me. It is with difficulty that I can ſub- 
mit to the reſtraint, eſpecially fince Simouſtapha's 
merit has taught me to know the paſſion of love, 
and my partiality to him has excited the male vo- 
lent ſpirits of my emnire to rebellion, I have al- 
ready puniſhed ſome of them, and I am determin- 
ed to brave them all, even although this ſhould 
be attended with greater danger than what I 
have yet found, Make 3 eaſy, my amiable 

VOL. II. princeſs, 
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princeſs, and join with. me in accompliſhing the 
happineſs of him whom I love more than life, by 
avoiding the raiſing of new cauſes to diſquiet him. 
Blame him not for a ſeparation, which his glory 
and your intereit equally obliged, him to. You 
Mall foon fee him again; confide in his prudence, 
and in the cares of the queen of the genies.“ II- 

Letilſone was thus comforted, and was ſoon after 
conveyed back to her father's palace, 

The commander of the faithful, as he returned 

in ultrimmph to his palace in Pans looked a- 
round for the hero to whom he was indebted for 
his own ſafety, the preſervation of his army, the 
deliverance of Damaſcus, and a complete victory, 
ne ordered ſearch to be made; but ſtill his deliverer 

was not to be found. He ordered his heralds at 
arms to invite the young warrior to the caliph's 
preſence, by proclamations, both within and with- 
out the city, but this proved, equally. fruitleſs, 

The warrior aud his horſe had diſappeared. ; and, 
as he had only lifted the vizor of his helmet, he 
Iemazned entirely unknown. 


The people perfiſted in thinking, that — 8 


had ſent an angel to their aid. But it was the 
blood of a human being that Haroun had ſeen flow, 


and it had ſtained the handkerchief which he had 
given him. The commander of the faithful, a- 
ſtoniſhed and mortified at finding his grateful in- 
tentions towards his benefactor thus fruſtrated, — 


after aſſuring himſelf, that ſuch of the infidels as 


had eſcaped, had betaken themſelves to their veſ- 
ſels, and ſet ſail ; provided for the future ſecurity 
of Damaſcus, and ſet out for Bagdad at the 
head of twelve thouſand gentlemen on horſeback, 
having previouſly diſmiſſed his army. 


Simouſtapha 


ARABIAN TALES. 59 


Simouſtapha had by this time enjoyed the plea- 
fare of embracing his fond wife, and thanking 
their benefactreſs. To the ene he dedicated bis 
nights, to the other his days, and what mortal 
could be happier? He had communicated to 1 
tilſone all the particulars of his expedition.— 
They were the more intereſting to this cds 
princeſs, for their having contributed to the glory 
of the caliph. She took up the handkerchief, 
which had been wrapt about the hand of her lov- 
er, and alternately watered with her tears the' let- 
ters of her'father's name embroidered upon it, and 
the ſtains made by the blood which had been ſhed 
in his defence. I will keep this handkerchief,“ 
ſaid ſhe; it will be a memorial to me of the 
moment when the reſpected object of my filial af- 
fection was ſaved by the dear idol of my love.“ 

In the mean time the caliph arrived at Bagdad, 
amid the acclamations of his people. Triumphal 
arches were raifed to perpetuate his glory; His 
toils were rewarded by the ardent loyalty of his 
ſubjects, and the affectionate tendernefs of his fa- 
mily. Zobeide and her daughter expreſſed their 
tranſports by warm carefles. But the caliph, 
e of the honours which were ſhown kim, and 
even of the tendernefs of the deareſt objects of his 
affection, exhibited in fo pleaſing a manner, was 
anxious only for the unknown warrior, whoſe 
modeſty had eſcaped from the intended demonſtra- 
tions of his gratitude. *© He has received nothing 
from me,” {aid the monarch, except a handkerchief 
to cover his wound ; it was the only mark of my 
favonr he would accept; but I have promiſed ten 
thouſand ſequins to whoever ſhall bring me certain 
infor mation of his name, his condition, and the place 
of his abode. I am anxious to reward him who ſav- 
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ed the ſtandard of the holy prophet out of the hand 
of the infidels, who delivered my people, and to 
whom I owe the preſervation of my life and crown. 
It is in vain for him to retire from the honours 
which he has ſo nobly earned. I will inftitute a 
feſtival in honour of him. All Damaſcus who 
witneſſed the prodigies of valour which he per- 
formed, will crowd hither upon the occaſion. I 
cannot cauſe any picture, or deſcription of his fea- 
tures to be prepared, for he did not even lift the 
vizor of his helmet : but I remember his armour 
and his fiery Reed ; and theſe I will have painted. 
Every good Muflulman in my empire muſt be 
eager to attend the feſtival of the hero of the brown 
armour ; and he cannot remain long unknown to 
thoſe who ſhall witneſs this martial ſolemnity. 

Ilſetilſone enjoyed the praiſes of her lover, and 
the paſſionate ardour of the caliph's gratitude. 
How often was ſhe tempted to ſay to him: I 
know the hero who wore the brown arms: the 
conqueror of the infidels has conquered me too.” 

'The orders of Haroun were carried into execu- 
tion. The feſtival, intended to celebrate the de- 
liverance of Damaſcus, laſted thirty days, on the 
two laſt of which was exhibited à bloodleſs repre- 
ſentation of the exploits of the knight of the 
brown armour. This feſtival brought about the 
accompliſhment of the caliph's withes, but by 
means totally unconnected with thoſe which that 
prince Lad in his view. 

On the laſt day of the feſtival, while Zobeide 
and her daughter fat on a balcony, the young 
princeſs was ſtruck with a coup de ſoleil, and ut- 
tering a ſcream, fell down upon her "mother's boſ- 
om. Zobeide, while ſhe was giving aſſiſtance to 
her daughter, perceived, by ſome unequivocal 

ſymptoms, 


fymptoms, that ſhe was with child. Alaried at 
ſo unexpected a diſcovery; ſhe ran immediately to» 
communicate the important ſecret to the cahphy 
It, was not bare conjecture, but convincing! cer 
tainty, that ſhe had to acquaint him with. "The 
parents went together to Ilſetilſone's apartment, 
in order to draw from her a: confeſſion in which 


their glory and e were ſo * 4 intereſt 
ed. fonds 
4 For theſe ſeveral aionths5” acknowledged: the! 
princeſs, ++ I have been every niglit condeyed un- 
conſciouſly, through the air, into a chamber mags! 
nificently furniſhed, where I found myſelf inthe 
arms of a young man, hom I knew! not, but 
who, I muſt: confeſs, has inſpired me with an ar- 
dent paſſion.“ At this relation the caliph readily 
conceived, that his daughter had been ſeduced by 
ſome miraculous enchantment, and did not think 
proper to reproach her for à fault, the circum- 
ſtances of which rendered it eee excu. 
fable. | | 
„Madam,“ laid 5 to » Zobeidd, 61. it wands Jap. | 
pear, that ſome genie has become enamoured of 
our daughter. Were we to oppoſe his withes,' we 
ihould only provoke: his reſentment. - Let us re- 
commend both her and ourfelves to the protec= 
tion of the holy prophet.” So ſaying, he em- 
braced his daughter as uſual, and left her to take 
that Teſt which ſhe ſoemed much to need: Zo 
beide followed the prudent example of her huf- 
band. IIſetilfone ſecretly reſolved to give her no- 
tice of what had happened, and to inſiſt that he 
thould bring the handkerchief, and make himfelr 
known as the knight of the brown armour, It 
would be a 1 e thought, for him to make 
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his appearance on his gallant ſteed, and complete- 
ly armed. 

The caliph aſſembled his privy council, conſiſt. 
ing of Giafar and Meſrour. Giafar was altoniſh- | 
ed at the ſtory of the princeſs? pregnancy: Meſ- 
rour was leſs ſo ; having for ſome time obſerved, 
that it was impoſſible to awake the guard who 
were fet to keep watch near the princeſs? apart- 
ments. | | 

How {hall we contrive,” ſaid the caliph, © to 
diſcoyer and ſurpriſe the enchanter who las ſe- 
duced my daughter? She is every night convey- 
ed away through the air.“ There occurs to me 
an expcdient,” replied Meſrour, which we may 
immediately try. I have a phoſphoric ſubſtance, 
which I received from an aftrologer. It is an oil 
extracted from an animal called lic. When 
Taiſed in the air, it becomes luminous, but does 
not burn. I will pour ſome drops of it upon the 
princeſs* bed-clothes ; it becomes inſtantly dry, 
and diffuſes no ſmell. When theſe are raiſed a- 
loft in the air, they will beſpangle it with ſtreams 
of glittering ſtars, which may guide perſons, ſet to 

obſerve them, to the houſe of the raviſher.“ 

The caliph liked the idea. Meſrour went in- 
ſtantly to put it in execution; and Giafar, on his 
part, gave notice to the lieutenant of the police, 

that he ſhould cauſe the motion ? to be followed 
whitherſoever it ſhould lead, and the houſe at 
which it ſtopped to be inſtantly inveſted. Five 
hundred men were immediately poſted to run af- 
ter this new conſtellation, which was to appear by 
ht, But only the caliph and his two miniſters 
—— the ſecret purpoſe for which it was intend- 
8 | : 
Night 
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->Nightrealse on. The genie -nbt having & kel 
obſerved what was going on upo 5 hog. th, was,un 
acquainted with the project which had been bn con: 
certed in the imperial palace. He obeyed Simoy- 
ſtapha's orders as uſual, and?” went to bring the 
princeſs; Hardly was ſhe” faiſed above tlie pa- 
lace, when the phoſphorus ſhone 3 all its Juſ- 
tre. The guards obſerved and followed 1 it; the 
genie had good eyes indeed, but could not Have 
them every where. He bore his lovely burden 
to the apartment of the Indian prince, which. was 
illuminated by a hundred lamps. Not a ſpark of 
the phoſphorus was there to be ſeen ; but ſcarcely 
had they arrived, when the guards pouring out 
from all the adjoining ſtreets, beſet the houſe cf 
Simouſtapha. 

The young prince heard the noiſe, rubbed the 
ring, and called upon the box. The two genies ap- 
peared. They were orde red to obſerve what was 
going on, and, in the firſt place, to ſecure the houſe 
againſt the Er e e with which it was threat- 
ened. They walled up the doors and windows in 
an inſtant, » The judge of the police awaked the 
natives to direct them to Simouſtapha's door.— 
Thoſe good people rubbed their eyes, but could 
not ſee the door. More lights were brought; 
but even theſe did not yet ſerve to diſcover it. 
The judge went and came till he was at laſt per- 
fectly impatient. Giafar and Meſrour in the mean 
time arrived. The latter, ſince his diſcovery of 
the ſecret of the bafilic oil, had begun to flatter 
himſelf, that he poſſeſſed no ordinary powers of 
penetration. Since the door could not be found, 
he directed them to get up by ladders upon the, 
flat roof of the houſe. The dwelling was ſoon 
completely inveſted; only battering rams and o- 

| | ther 
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ther, military engines, were. wanting to a formal 
fiege. Forty ladders were ſet up, the top of each 
of which.roſe ſeveralfeet above the object which it 
was intended to reach. The hopes of plunder made 
the whole crowd willing to hurry up; but their 
numbers. and their haſte actually retarded them. 
Fhe ladders too ſunk deeper, and. roſe higher as 
they mounted. 

Have done with paddling,” ſaid the judge; b 


1 7 are you. afraid to get up. We zre 


mounting as ſpeedily as poſſible,” faid ſome. of 
them; and they were, in fact, ſweating with ex- 
extion and fatigue, but never roſe. an inch higher 
from the ground. The judge, becoming extreme 
ly. impatient, alighted from his horſe, and called. 
powerfully upon them to mount faſter In the , 
name of Mahomet,” ſaid they, mount your- 
felf; theſe ladders are, certainly bewitched.” 
The judge having entirely loſt patience, began to 


climb the ladder in his gown ; and, that he might 


make the better ſpeed, moved his feet over two 
ſteps at once. But, as the ladder ſunk in the 
ground as faſt as he climbed up, he ſoon loft his 
balance, and fell down entangled in his gown.— 
This unexpected fall excited general laughter. 
The night pailed in a repetition of the vain, ef- 
forts of this ludicrous aſſault, in which no progreſs 
was made; but the affailants flattered themſelves. 
every moment with the idea of accompliſhing 
their purpoſe. All the ſtreets of Bagdad were in 
confuſion; and, as the circumſtances. of the affair 
were not fully known, the people fancied this 
a continuation of the feſtival of the knight of 
the brown armour ; and ſuppoſed, that the bur- 
leſque attempt made to ſcale the houſe of Simou- 
ſtapha 
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ſtapha was intended as a repreſentation of the 
fiege of Damaſcus. 

Haroun was in the mean time in eager expeQta- 
tion of the victim of his anger, and had reſolved 
to gratify his vengeance without allowing the 
wretch time to ſpeak. . His ferocious impatience 
may be cafily imagined. The noiſe and rumours 
which this incident gave riſe to occaſioned various 
reports to reach him, every one more ridiculous 
than another. His anxiety was equal to his de- 
fire of vengeance. 

Within Simouſtapha's houſe, on the contrary, 
every thing was ſo quiet that you might have 
heard a feather fall. No ſooner had the genies 
diſcovered Meſrour's ſtratagem for detecting the 
place to which the princeſs was carried, than they, 
after taking proper meaſures to ſecure the houſe 
againſt the firſt ſurpriſe, conveyed Ilſetilſone back 
to the caliph's palace, amidſt a thick miſt, which 
intercepted the effect of the phoſpharus. They 
left the miſt hanging over the palace. The minds 
of all within were ſtupified by its influence, and 
even the caliph himſelf was deprived of his uſual 
activity. 

The Indian prince conſulted the genies of the 
box and the ring, concerning the means which he 
ſhould employ for his ſafety next day, and then re- 
tired quietly to reſt under the immediate protec- 
tion of the ſtar of the ſeven ſeas. When day ap- 
peared, Simouſtapha went out upon the terrace 
roof of his houſe, to enjoy the firſt rays of the ſun. 
He diſtinguithed Giafar and Meſrour among the 
crowd, called upon them and addreſſed hirmſelf to 
the latter. Sublime miniſter,” ſaid he, why 
have you 1nveſted the houſe of a faithful Muſſul- 
man, wha 1s diſpoſed to pay all due obedience to 
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the pleaſure of the commander of the faithful. I 
deſire you to inform him, that ſince he wiſhes to 
become maſter of my perſon, if he pleaſes to re- 
move the crowd who have beſet my houſe, I ſhall 
immediately furrender myſelf into his hands.” 
Meſrour returned to the palace, and adviſed the 
caliph to accept an offer which would ſoon enable 
him to quit himſelf of the enchanter. Orders 
were given to the judge of the police to retire in- 
ſtantly with all his people, and the ladders were 
thrown down before the walls. When the ſiege 
was thus raiſed Simouſtapha went out by one of 
the doors, which readily opened, and proceeded 
without fear to the caliph's palace. Haroun was 
ſurpriſed at the magictan's audacity ; he would not 
ſee him, but ordered him to be beheaded in the 
outer court of the palace, in the preſence of all the 
the people who were there aſſembled. The guard 
ſeized the Indian prince, He held out his hands 
to the irons with which they prepared to. load 
him. The executioner laid hold on him, and pul- 
led off his turban before binding the fatal bandage 
upon his eyes. The caliph's handkerchief was 
within the turban. 

Giafar and Mefrour immediately knew it. The 
people to whom ſuch another had been exhibited 
in the late feftival, exclaimed ; * The handker- 
chief of the knight of the brown armour !” A ſtill 
more remarkable object drew the attention of the 
grand vizier. Simouſtapha wore on his head the 
band ornamented with jewels and with a diamond, 
which he had received in a preſent from the ca- 
liph. Giafar read aloud theſe words which were 
inſcribed upon the band, . given by caliph Ha- 
roun Alraſchid to his nephew Simouſtapha ſon to 
the great ſovereign of India.“ A contufed noife 
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arofe FOR all quarters. It is the ſon of the 
King of India. It is prince Simouſtapha ! Adi 

In the mean time Meſrour had. carried the 
handkerchief to the caliph. *© Who gave you 
that handkerchief ?” enquired the ſovereign. —** It 
was on the head of the man whom you condemn- 
ed to death.” —* Are my orders yet executed?“ 
“, No, Sir, I came to receive your farther or- 
ders.” “ Fly, run Meſrour : preſerve the life of 
the generous warrior who ſaved mine, and bring 
him inſtantly hither.” Giafar had anticipated theſe 
orders. The ſurpriſe and exclamations of the 
people had induced him to carry Simouſt apha be- 
fore the caliph. The prince arrived at the foot 
of the throne, and the firſt obje& that ſtruck the 
commander of the faithful's eye, was the diamond 
which he had formerly, ſent to the 1 of 
India. 

„What!“ ſaid he to Simouſtapha, © are you 
ſon. to my brother, the king of India?“ “ You 
behold a proof that I am, moſt illuſtrious caliph.” 

—* And are you the warrior to whom I owe my 
life and honour?”—* This wound I received before 
Damaſcus, and was honoured with expreſſions of 

kindneſs from you on account of it.“ . And are you 
alſo the lover of my daughter Ilſetilſone?ꝰ .! You 
behold your ſlave and hers.“ A thouſand thanks 
to the great prophet !” cried the caliph. * You 
are, then, Simouſtapha who was dear to me from 
his infancy, and to whom I had deſtined my daugh- 
ter's hand! Vou could have no other rival but the 
knight of the brown armour ; and you are that 
very knight whoſe ſervices i ſhould have thought 
inadequately rewarded even by offering him the 
hand of IIſetilſone, and the richeſt of the crowns of 
the eaſt. I embrace the object, at once of my gra- 


titude, 
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titude, and of my affection. Ah! how could you 
conceal yourſelf ſo long under the appearance of 
the keeper of a tavern ?” 
„ Moſt illuſtrious commander of the faithful,” 
replied Simonitapha, the charms of IIſetilſone 
made an early impreſſion upon my heart. Hardly 
vvas I animated by the ſtrſt breath of life, when I 
felt myſelf inflamed with love. The defire of poſ- ; 
ſeſfing her was the only paſſion of my heart A t 
ſage Perfian, by whom I was educated, encouraged | 
my paſſion, and | propoſed to me to come to Bagdad, 
where I might 'breathe the only air favourable to 
my health, which: was daily waſting, He enjoy- 
ed my father s confidence, and without difficulty 
obtained his conſent, concealing, however, from 
him the true reaſon for our abſence, on which my 
repoſe and felicity depended. Thanks to the re- 
ſources of his art! the ſon of the king of India foon 
ſettled himſelf at Bagdad, in a fituation to which 
he was indebted for the pleaſure of ſeeing and be- 
ing ſeen by the object of his ſoul. Death ſoon 
deprived me of that enlightened governor, but 
not of the ſecrets with which he had made me ac- 
quainted. Young, pathonate, and inexperienced 
as I was, I gave myſelf up, without reſerve, to the 
ſweet enthuflaſm of love. If my conduct has of- 
f:nded you, if it has at all wounded the tender 
heart of a father, my head is in your hands; let 
your juſtice be fatisfied by the infliction of juſtice 
upon me, but reſtore your paternal kindneſs to the 
innocent princeſs, whoſe only crime is her love for 
me. 95 

The caltph moved by ſo tender an avowal, af- 
femonately raiſed the young prince, and embrate- 
ing him again, ſaid; Come, my our ſon, let us 
diſpel the — which you have oceaſioned. 
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May your preſence. remove the ſuſpieions wineh 
bee lande the heart of the tendereſt of mo- 
| 81881 8 10 190922 2 4 
' obeide Was alone with ber daughter; and was 
aſking a more Particular explanation cof What! © 
had con fefled on the preeediug evening, when 


caliph, leading in the Indian prince, came to-ſpread 


joy and rapture through the palace. Simouſtapha 


wearing the royal band about his head, and hav- 


ingzche ſplendid -trefſes: of his hair uncovered 
in gthisg condition preſented tothe caliph's fe 
and «laughter; Receive from the hands \the 
great prophet, and from mine, ſaid the monsreh, 
95 you a ſon in law, and you a huſband. It isrS81i- 
mouſtapha, ſon to the monarch of India, the moſt 
aueient, the moſt powerful, and the moſt faithful, 
of my allies. Then turning to. his attendants: 
„let tlie cadi and the mufti be brought inſtantly: 
bithery Let the moſques be thrown open. Let 
alli my people celebrate our joy. Let alms be diſ- 
tributed; in my name to the poor. Let all Bagdad 
{hace their ſovereigu's joy, and let it be ſpread to 
the moſt diſtant parts of my empire. This is my 
deiiyęerer, my ſon-in-law, and the ſaviour of the 
holy ſtandard. The 1 0 of n is e 
alhdaws nw } 
-lifetilſone and. 1 en were edge 0 the? 
bak apartmentoin the palace; Simouſtapha aſ- 
fi ted: in the labours and amuſements of the ca- 
liphs ©; He ſat: at his right hand, in the divan, and 


a 


na affair Was determined without his advice. Un- 


err 


bounded confidence on both ſides produced the moſt; 
intixe nitigmacys between them. The galiph ten- 
quired u geneerning all the extraordinary: means 
which his ſon-in-law, had employed, to accompliſn 
hig, Wiſhes: Singöſtapha, acknowledged that. he. 
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enjoyed ſupernatural protection. He ſpoke ts 
him of the queen of the genies, and of the powers 
of the box and the ring, but concealed the faveurs 
of Namouna, and the part hich ſhe had ated in 
the intr igue. His reaſons may be eafily gueſ- 
fed. 

Haroun being already familiar with marvellous 
adventures, readily believed what. Simouſtapha 
told. He difapproved not of the uſe made of the 
cabaliſtio magic, the ſtudy of which he had pro- 
moted himſelf in his own court. But he blamed 
him for having neglected to inform the King of In- 
dia, from time to time, of the fate of his only ſon. 
% His uneaſineſs,” replied the prince, . muſt be 
greatly moderated by the frequent inſpection of 
a roſe buſh, which my governor Benalab left in 
the palace garden. It gives a daily account of the 
good or ill ſucceſs of my adventures; and as I am 

now honoured with the favours of the greateſt 
ſovereign on the earth, the ſhrub is no doubt flou- 
riſhing and ſhooting up in ſuch a manner as to give 
them the higheſt ſatisfaction.“ 

What Simouſtapha ſuppoſed, was very true. 
The king and queen of India went daily to con- 
template the roſe buſh. As one ſet of flowers 
fell away, it was ſtill covered with others more 
and more beautiful, fo that they made themſelves 
eaſy in their ſon's abſence, in the perſuaſion that 
all was well with him. Nay, they were one day 


agreeably ſurpriſed by obſerving a ſecond flower, 


of new freſhneſs and luftre, ſpring out of a roſe 


that was already blown. There was ſomething 
ſtrange and marvellous in this. But it was im- 


poſlble that they ſhould have underſtood its mean- 


ing, unleſs they had been at Badgad. . 0 5 
| etilfone 
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Tiſetilfone was then delivered of a young prince, 
to the great joy of Simouſtapha, Haroun, and Zo- 


beide. This happy event was celebrated with 


great feſtivity by all the faithful. The caliph 
gave his grandſon, e name of Haroun-Ben-Al- 
raſchid. The queen of the genies preſi ded at his 


birth, and poured upon the ſon of Simouſtapha, 4 


liberal meaſure of thoſe endowments which her 
art enabled her to beſtow : while the commander 
of the faithful, and his ſon-in-law implored more 
eſſential bleſlings | in the high moſque.of Bagdad. 

_ Every thing ſeemed to promiſe to the cal h's 
family an uninterrupted courſe of proſperity. : 

but a ſtorm was in the mean time riſing in Egypt 
to diſturb the ſcene. N araes, ſon to the magician 
Mamouk, having from time to time obſerved tlie 
fountain which was to give him indications of the 


| ſucceſs of his father's enterpriſe ; at length ſaw the 


water become turbid : he ſent two ſpirits to his 
father's aid; but the water was ſoon after tinged 
with blood; he then perceived that his aſſiſt- 
ance had deen ineffectual, and that his father was 
dead; and ſchemes of vengeance filled his breaſt. 
In the laſt chamber of his magic circle he 


traced the whole train of Mamouk's adventures 


againſt Simouſtapha. He accordingly furniſhed 
himſelf with all that ſeemed neceffary.to his ſuc- 
ceſs, and ſet out for Bagdad. It was not now ein- 
to the houſe of a private perſon that admiſſion was 
neceflary, but into the caliph's palace. Naraes 


had indeed a great advantage over his father. Be 
was in the full vigour of his ſtrength. He needed 


O 
not to have recourſe to fo many artifices, for the 


| purpoſe of aflociating another perſon in his enter- 


priſe : the firſt that ſhould come in his way might 
49: all that he wanted 
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, Naraes, after undergoing a great deal of fatigue, 
and often turning out of his road, arrived at length, 
as his father had done, near the rivers IIphara and 
Aggiala. A fiſherman had caſt his net, and was 
begianing tog deſpair at having taken nothing in 
Wo the courſe of the day: how ſhould he ſupport his 
1 family? The magician, eaſily penetrating into the 
1 cauſe of his diſtreſs, went up, and, accoſting him, 
put a piece of gold into his Band Courage, 
[ Honeſt man,” ſaid he, I have obſerved your fruit- 
| leſs labour, and ſhared your uneaſineſs. But you 
| are not well enough acquainted with the proper 
baits for enticing fiſh. Lay afide your net, take a 
line, and under a rock a few paces hence you 
Hall find a fiſh of a peculiar ſort, I will here take 
up a little earth, form it into a ſmall bowl, and 
water it with a marvellous water. Taking this 
then for a bait, you muſt drop your line from the 
top of the rock, and with. a ſmall degree of pa- 
tience you will take a Ane fiſh. Thoſegrare fiſhes 
ſhew themſelves only from time to time 1n theſe 
rivers. This is the ſeaſon of their appearance. 
They are called Sultan Hebraim after the patriarch 
who preſented the ſpecies. When you have taken 
it, you need not carry it to the caliph, as that il- 
luſtrious prince indulges not himſelf in thedelicacies 
of the table; but preſent it to prince Simouſtapha z 
he will pay whatever you chooſe to aſk for it; 
tollow my advice. I muſt return to my ware- 
houſe, and may not ſtay to witneſs your ſucceſs. I 
am the tir c dealer in china-ware, on the right hand, 
as you go in by the great gate of the Kan. Come 
to me to-morrow morning, and I will then give 
you a glaſs or two of my water, and we may per- 
haps. go out a-filhing together. To this he added 
another. piece of gold ; n * here is ſomething 
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to reward your trouble, if I make you loſe your 
time; and as an earneſt, that I am to employ you 
to rr W- With this he left the fiſherman, Who 
had already gone upon the rock, where he Was 
patiently waiting the nnn of e 
promiſes. 1 t 

Simouſtapha and wy wife had no fu ſpicion that 
a dangerous intrigue was forming againſt them, 
by the edge of the water. They had been with 
the caliph's conſent, on a viſit to the amiable queen 
of the genies, and ſhe had given them many new 
proofs ot her friendſhip. IIſetilſone had obſerved, 
in the fairy's palace, a bird with beautifully vari- 
egated plumage. It had been created to inhabit 
the terreſtrial paradiſe. But refuſing its homage 
to Solomon, and giving the preference to Kokopeli- 
fobe, it was baniſhed to Ginniſtan. This pretty bird. 
was familiar and confident in its manners, and had 
a thouſand winning ways with it; ſtill remember- 
ing the patt, iſtruſtful of the preſent, and pro- 
vident of thel future. It ſpoke little; but its 
language was very ann, to ſuch as had been 
accuſtomed to it. 

The fair princeſs of India catelſed this bird with 
great fondneſs. Setelpedour willing to lofe no op- 
portunity of obliging a lady who had gained her 
favour, begged Ilſetilſone to accept it as a preſent. 
„ give you,” ſaid the queen, a ſmall, but very 
engaging, animal; it ſeems much inclined to at- 

tach itſelf to you, and is capable of giving vori 
excellent advice: Do not neglect what it ſays, but 
learn to underſtand it: In your lovely hands it 
will not think itſelf in a ſtate of exile; for it has 
got it into its little head, I know not by what 
means, that it muſt travel to the earth before it can 
e viſit its native country. Here is its cage; it is 
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impoſſible to confine this little creature; it comes 
and goes As. it pleaſes. . But before it part with 
me, it muſt leave me ſomething here to remember 
it by: + Come, my little bird, . give me two of 
theſe pretty, feathers of thine.” The bird expand- 
ed i i tail, and two feathers dropped into the queen's 
han | 

The prince and princeſs, thanking the fairy for 
her favours, returned with the bird in its cage, to- 
wards the caliph's palace. They entered their 
own firſt. The eunuch Hachim, the chief cook, 
had bought a beautiful fiſh which was {till alive. 
It was called Sultan-Hebraim, becauſe the prophet 
had regaled Mahomet with it, at Medina. The 
eunuch was an excellent cook, but in this inſtance 
a bad genealogiſt; although el the fiſnerman 
might have given him a confuſed account of this 
matter. But he had given ſixty ſequins for the 
Aſh. They were curious to ſee this animal. It 
was ſwimming about in a large filver baſon. The 
water ſeemed as if it were full of topazes, rubies, 
and emeralds. On its head ſeemed to be a golden 
helmet, the creſt of which was ornamented with 
pearls. Its ſcales were much larger on the upper 
half of its body, than towards the tail, and had the 
appearance of a purple robe edged with gold-lace; 
its fins were of the colour of coral, and beſtudded 
with azure. ſtars. 

© What a beautiful, what a "ſplendid fiſh !” cried 
Simouſtapha and Ilſetilſone by turns. 

* E fi, A!” cried the bird in its own lan- 
guage, and ina ſhrieking tone, which hurt the ear. 
“This pretty bird, has a moſt diſagreeable voice,” 
ſaid the princeſs ; „ it gives me a headache.—But 
what a beautiful 'fith that obſerve its eyes there 
is ſomething tender in it.“ . 


Lie, 7 
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« Lie, lie, lie, lie!“ eried the bird with a more 
intolerable ſcream than before. Dear Simou- 
1tapha,” ſaid the princeſs, + I cannot keep this 
bird, if it. continues to ſhriek in this manner; 1 
had rather have this lovely fiſſn.“ Mor ſe, worſe, 
worſe, wos ſe, cried the bird, adam at each ar- 
ticulation a ſhriller tone of voice. Oh! the fool- 
iſh bird with its fine plumage!” ſaid 'Hſetilfone. 

—“ We have a reſervoir, which holds water to 
ſupply our baths : Let us put my charming fiſh 
there, I will feed it with my own hand. "They 
call thee, Sultan? Thou ſhalr be my Sultan.“ 

“% No, no, no, no“ cried the bird again, in à 
tranſport of rage, and at the ſame time darting out 

of his cage upon the baſon, at the riſk of drowning 
_ himſelf in the water, he pecked out the eyes of the 
fiſh ; he ſtruck again at his head, and fcattered the 
pearls from the creſt of his helmet! The fiſh 
made reſiſtance; Ilfetilſone appeared to defend him, 
but the bird avoided her, and pierced his bill 
through all the moſt delicate parts of the fiſh's 
5 body. The princeſs at laſt caught hold of the 
bird, and, for fear that he ſhould again eſcape, preſ- 
ſed him till he was ſtrangled between her hands. 

Simouſtapha beheld this ſcene, without know- 
ing what to think of the bird and the fiſh.” The 
former, though dying, ſtill made a ſtruggling mo- 
tion; but the bafon was filled with blood, and the 
lin had diſappeared. The prince warmed: and 
confounded at the prodigy, invoked the genie of 
the ring, and he inſtantly appeared. “ Tell me,” 
ſaid Simouſtapha; © whence is all the blood which 
that fiſh has loſt, and is ſtill lofing ?”? „The bird,” 
replied the genie, has delivered you from a man 
who came - hither to afſaſlinate''you; Naraes the 
EgypHan, ſon to Mamouk, 1 the aft of your 
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enemies ; he had metamorphoſed himſelf into this: 
fiſh, and fuffered himſelf to be taken by the poor 
fiſherman, who brought him hither” © Bear him 
in that ſame baſon,” ſaid the prince, to the queen 
of the gentes,. that ſhe may diſpoſe of him at her 
pleaſure.” The ſlave inſtantly diſappeared, and 
went to execute his maſter's orders. 

Simouſtapha had not had time to remark how 
his wife was employed. He now ſaw her mourn- 
fully labouring to revive the bird which ſhe had 
ſtifled. She was warming it in her boſom, and 
her eyes were bathed in tears. What is the 
matter?” aſked the prince, I am miſerable ;”” 
ſaid the princeſs, 4 I have ſlain that charming, that 
excellent bird, which ſacrificed its own life to pre- 
ferve mine, and which the queen deprived herſelf 
of, to give it to an unreaſonable and capricious 
being,—to a murderous hand. I ſhall not dare to: 
appear again in the preſence of our benefactreſs. 
cannot but weep for you, my dear Simouſtapha. 


The queen, your box, your ring and your prud- 


ence, might ſecure you from the malice of your 
enemies : but who ſhall deliver FOR from my ca- 
pie? | 
+ Your wiſe reflections,“ replied the prince,, 
more affected by the pain which he ſaw her ſuffer 
than by the ſenſe of the danger, to which he had 
een expoſed.” © How can I blame you for this 


miſtake ? am not I myſelf to blame, for not aſſiſt- 


ing you with better advice? In our preſent ſituation, 
expoſed as we are, to unforeſeen dangers, ought I 
to have lent ſo ready an ear to the eunuch's ridi- 
culous ſtory ? eſpecially as I had been before de- 
ceived, and impoſed upon by the beauty of a pear, 
which I brought into my houſe? Why had not T 
immediate recourſe to my box, inſtead of joining 

you- 
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you in your admiration of the beautiful ſcales! of 
the movſter in di ſeurſe. Calm your 'wneatineſs,:. 
my dear Ilſetilſone, that J may appear to myſelf 
more excuſable. Let me go, caſt myſelf at the 
feet of che queen of the genies, to implore her 
pardon for that culpable degree oY Re ST ee 
which 1 have been guilty.” 1 

„Fou ſhall not go far,” ſaid Serelpedour; ſud- 
denly diſcovering her ſelf to the pair. % A,ou 
ſcem ſo ſenfible of your faults, that it would be 
cruel to reproach you for chem. Come both, em- 
brace me, and let us be wiſer in time to come.“ 

„But this lovely bird!“ ſaid the princeſs 
 mournfully.-—* 1 had taken my precautions,“ 
ſaid the queen; here are two feathers, which I 
reſerved to be employed, in caſe its courage ſhould 
burry it into too great danger: fairy birds are 
not without a reſource. Setelpedour then, taking 
the creature in her hands, reſtored its two fea- 
thers; it was immediately upon its feet, ſpread 
out its wings, waved them, fluttered about through 
the apartment, uttered a note of joy, aud pitched 
itſelf by turns, upon the ſhoulder of the fairy, the 
finger of Simouſtapha, and the boſom of the prin- 
ceſs; pratthng in its own language, of the plea- 
ſurr of its reſurrection. It then returned into its 
cage, began to eat, and ſoon after filled the room 
with its melodious ſong. 

Joy by degrees returned to Ilſetilſone's heart: 
My good friend,” ſuid the queen, we will 
ſup and-pais a part of the night together. I can- 
not ſtay long from Ginniſtan, but I would make 
the moſſ of the time IJ can ſpare. Simouſtapha 
will order Jemal and his little mute to ſerve us. 
Letcus leave pomp to thoſe who know not the was 
lue of Üüberty. Beſides, I muſt beware of ſhew- 
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ing myſelf to all the world. My ſubjefts begin 


to complain that I concern myſelf too much about 


this world ; and we have to talk of things which 
require ſecrecy and ſilence. 

Setelpedour ſat down between the pair, and re- 
newed her carefles, and other marks of friendſhip, 
She related how ſhe had puniſhed the magician 
Naraes. She had made him to be coupled with 
Danſouk, a deteſtable genie, who had been the aſ- 
ſociate and accomplice of all the Egyptian's crimes. 
They had been caſt together into the lake of bi- 
tumen, where Naraes' father had ended his days. 
« You will henceforth be in leſs danger,” replied the 
queen, * but you are not yet in abſolute ſecurity. 
While I am delivering you from your enemies, 
my partiality conſtantly raiſes up others to pur- 
ſue you. 

Hitherto I had nothing to. dread but the malice 
naturally inherent in the hearts of my ſubjeQs : 
at preſent J muſt prevent their artifices ; they af- 
fect to neglect my orders, and conceal dangerous 
conſpiracies among themſelves. ' I muſt examine 

them; my penetration may poſſibly fee through 
their dark deſigns. I ſay no more at this time. 
I muſt provide for my own ſecurity, and ftrive to 
detect the unſeen dangers which threaten me. But 
my chief concern, my dear Simouſtapha, is to aſ- 
ſure myſelf of your heart. 

lt is yours, Madam,” ſaid the prince, in a 
firſt emotion, while he was not maſter of him 
ſelf “ I can never baniſh. dear IIſetilſone, 
replied Setelpedour. „ ſhall remain with 
him,“ returned the young princeſs, to aſſiſt you 
to complete your conqueſt; may Simouſtapha keep 


poſſeſſion of your throne, and my joy {hail be 
full.“ 
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% What ſay you, prince! 2?” reſumed the queen. 
— I belong to Ilferilſone ; ſhe alone has power 
to difpoſe of me,” 2dded Simouſtapha. „Charm- 
ing pair!“ cried: Setelpedour. One of you has 
inſpired me with an ardent paſſion for a man, the 
other conciliates my favour to all her ſex. You 
teach me to know the power of merit over vir- 
tuous hearts! And you,“ ſaid ſhe, rifing, e be 
mutually affectionate, noble and generous in your 
ſentiments. You have given me the ſweeteſt of 
_ enjoyments. No 1ndiſcretion on my part ſhall 
ever diſturb your felicity.” With this Setelpe- 
dour departed ; leaving the lovers faithfully at- 
tached to her, but not tor that the leis dear to one 
another. 

We ſhall not enter into a farther detail of the 
feelings with which our three lovers were affected 
at parting, or at their daily viſits, whenever it 
was poſſible for Setelpedour to withdraw herſelf 
for a few moments from the tumult and anxiety 
of her court. 

A number of months now ſucceeded one another, 


without bringing on any remarkable events, or 


producing any ſenſible change in the paſſions or 
intereſts of theſe parties. Simouſtapha ſaw_ his 
lovely family growing up about him, and aug- 
mented with the addition of a daughter. He was 
buſied in the affairs of the ſtate, the burden of 
which fell in a great degree upon him; and in his 
leiſure hours he either went .to Ginniſtan, or a- 
muſed himſelf in following the chaſe. 

He forgat the dangers to which he had been ex- 
poſed, and, by conſequence, ceaſed to be on his 
guard againſt future artifices. He was perhaps 
too proud of not depending always on the aflift- 
ance of his box and ring. Armed with his ſcimi- 

tar, 
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tar, and mounted on his generous ſteed, he choſe 
rather to truſt to the ſtrength of his arm and 
the energy of his courage. He had read a max- 
im among Benalab's inſtructions, which confirmed 
him in theſe ſentiments: when man is able to act 
for bhimſelf, he ought never to have recourſe to 
ſupernatural aid. The ſage might have added, 
when ſupernatural aid ſhall have beſtowed new 
energy on your powers, do not, for that, ever lay 
alide;yqur arms — But Benalab could not foreſee, 
nor write every thing. | 

When Simouſtapha was one day out a-hunting, 
© perceived a fallow-deer. It fled from his at- 
tack with great velocity. He followed upon his 
horſe, gained ground upon it, launched his wea- 
pon, and fixed it in the JU pit: ſhoulder. The 
dart had, however, pierced it in ſuch a manner, as 
not to impede its motions, and it redoubled its 
ſpeed, after receiving the wound. The courſer 
— after it, without loſing an inch of ground: 
it was like one flaſh of lightning purſuing another. 
The prince loſt breath, but his Keenneſs in the 
purſuit renewed his ſtrength, and he was ſoon ſe- 
parated from, his attendants. 

At lat towards the cloſe of day, the object of 
his purſuit topped, and ſuddenly diſappeared. A 
ſudden blaſt of wind threw the prince from his 
horſe, and he found himſelf at the feet of a monſ- 
trous beaſt. Its ears hung down upon its breaſt; its 
yawning mouth extended from ear to ear; a noxi- 
ous ſmoke exhaled from its flattened noſtrils, it 
was, enlightened only by one eye 1n the. middle of 
its broad forehead, for the place received a faint. 
gleam. of light, like that which is produced by the 
ſulphureous flames of a volcano. 

| Simouſtapha's 


preſuming to command genies whoſe orders thou 
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Simouſtapha's firſt emotion at fight of this aw 
ful genie, was to lift up his foul to God, through 
his prophet Mahomet : his next, to preſent him- 
ſelf boldly before the fiend. . The genie ſtood 
confounded at his boldneſs, - yet was not the -leſs 
ſure of victory, over a man alone and: almoſt 1 un- 
armed. 

Vile Muſſulman,“ ſaid the W 46. nw 
of a ſlave! thou ſhalt undergo. the puniſhment 
which was formerly denounced againſt thy maſter 
Benalab, — the puniſhment due to thy pride for 


art even unworthy to obey; thou ſhalt here an- 
ſwer for the inſolence, the injuſtice, the tyranny 
of thy falſe queen Setelpedour, towards my maſ- 


ter the great prince Bahliſpoull. Fall, die, her 


victim and her flave ! At theſe words the fright- 


ful monſter raiſed his enormous club, the knots of 1 45 


which: were pointed diamonds, and prepared to 
cruſh Simouſtapha to the ground. The brave 
prince avoided the ſtroke, and with his ſeimitar Wo 
clove the genie to the middle. His ears were in- 1 
ſtantly allailed with frightful cries and roarings, 
which the pitchy darkneſs in which he was wrapp- 
ed rendered doubly horrible. But the conqueror 
of the genie, was a ſtranger to fear. His horſe 
now came up to him, and with his neighings con- 
gratulated his maſter on his victory. The howlings 
ceaſed: the illuſion vaniſhed; but unfortunately 
the Indian prince was leſt alone; to dangers in 
which illuſion and magic had no ſhare. Under the t 
ſhades of night, he had not diſtinguiſhed whither 3 
he was borne, by the rapid purfuit of his horſe ; 
he knew not now where he was, and could not 
poſſibly judge how far he was from Bagdad ; being, 
beſides, exhauſted with fatigue, he lay down upon 
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the graſs,> Here determining to wait, till the return 
of morning might direct his fteps back to Bagdad, 
he 88 ib Berge, to graze at liberty beſide him. 
The prince now became ſenſible of his imprudence 
id adventuring out without his box and ring. But 
the power who had enabled him to overthrow the 
monſter, and given him ſtrength to part into two a 
ſpiritual ſubſtance, continued to encourage him in 
his preſent difficulties. He fell aſleep, under the 
guardianſhip of that all- powerful being, who can 
deſtroy the monſters: of hell, by the: eg of 
the:meaneſt atom in the creation 
--1S1mouf apba Jad, however; not the leaſt appre- 
henſion of his being at ſuch a diſtance rum his prin- 
ceſs, that journeying at an ordinary rate, it would 
take ſome years to rejoin her. He had been tranſ- 
Norted by a powerful charm, to the ſummit of Cau- 
cafus. The genie who had received orders from 
Bahlifbonll to deſtroy the Indian prince, having 
trans furmed himſelf into a fallow- deer, had enti- 
ded Him away in the purſuit. He had fuffered 
himſelf to be wounded by the weapon, that was 
diſcharged againſt him, and immediately inchanted 
the hand from which it had been launched. Thus 
the huſband of the fair Ilſetilſone, was hurried on- 
ward, under the influence of this charm, with the 
lame celerity, as the author of this enchantment. 
While Simouſtapha was indulging in the ſweets 
of repoſe, thoſe ſpirits which had witneſſed their 
maſter's fall, ſpeedily returned to the regions of up- 
per Egypt, whither their prince had retired. So 
haſty n return, and the confuſion in which they 
appeared; ſtruck Bahliſboul with conſternation ; 
but when he heard the particulars of the combat, 
and how Raſtras had been cloven by the Indian 
7 the abandoned himſelf to the tranſports of 


ungovernable 


ARABTAN TALES t23 


ungovernable rage. He next revolved: ing his 
mind various ſchemes of vengeance to wipe away 
the affront by which his power ihad-ibeew/ dif 
graced. Since inchantment could ſo littleqavail 
him, he reſolved to involve the hero in difficulties; 
and dangers of a more ordinaty nature by lead 

ing him aſtray, through an intrieate and almoſt 
impaffible line of road in his journey homerrards g 
by exhauſting his ſtrength. and courage through 
fatigue and want; by depreſſing him under deſpair 


and by expoſing him to ſavage animals, wen he 
ſhould, be too much enfeebled, to reſiſt cheir attack: | 


But it was neceſſary that Setelpedour ſhouldꝭ re- 
main ignorant of the place where, and theo tine 
when ſuch. cruelties were inſſicted. 1813 > 


- Immediately the old genie — the exiled 


mpirite who were ſcattered through the country 


which he now inhabited : for they had acknow- 
ledged him their chief at the moment of hig at- 


rival. Go,“ ſaid he, and raiſe around tlie In- 


dianrpainee; whom you will find; on the fide bf 
mount Caucaſus, a thick miſt, which may con 


ceal him. The genies joyfully obeyed the orders 


of their male volent prince: and, while they pre- 
pared. to hide Simouſtapha, from the view of the ge. 
nies his protectors ; Setelpedour ſaw all the cavalry 
in Bagdad, ſcouring the countty, paffing through 
the cities towns; hamlets, and foreſts, —demanding 
him of all nature. The caliph put all in motion, 
to reeover his {gn-1r-law, who was as dear to him, 
as if he had been his own child. He had hinted 


atnong the ladies that Simouſtapha had been ſent 
abrupt ly, upon @ ſecret conumifiai of the laſtqm- 
pextance. Lobeid and her daughter were /e H:; 


bath Setelpedqur Was not to be:thusritapbſed n. 
to The queen af the genies immediately ſent ont 
ids OR . L 2 ner 
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her mot active and intelligent ſpirits, thoſe when 


Me fuppoſed to be the moit faithfully attached to 


herſelf; to ſave a favourite, whoſe ruin they ſecret- 
H-withed. ** Frey traverſed the whole earth, but 
returned with no ſatisfactory information, to quiet 
the uneafinels bf the queen. They had ſeen the miſt 
In mount Caucaſus, but none of them took the trou- 
ble to amine it. Setelpedour was inconſolable. 

15 Among the genies at the court was an old gnome 
named Bakbak; ſhe was friendly to mankind and 


Had fio malice in her. Her only fault was, that 


The had & defire to know every thing, to talk in- 
ceſſatitly, and to tattle of every thing. She had 
not for a long time appeared in the divan, becauſe 
none Were permitted to ſpeak there, except in turn. 
She had a little nephew who was very young, and 
Was named Jazzel. She brought him up, as well 
48 it is poſſible to bring up a child, whom you are 
bütinually either praiſing or ſcolding, from morn- 
ing to night. This gnome had taken no part ei- 
ther for, or againſt Setelpedour: and therefore, 
the could judge of her conduct upon every oeca- 
Hon, without partiality or prejudice. She now 


Heard mention made of the parties ſænt out to the 


— 2 of che globe, in ſearch of the Indian 
prines. Go,“ ſaid the to Jazzel, © thon haft great 
need to learn ſome what; thou haſt new wings fit 


for an excurſion I move through the air 5 take thy. 


ſtand occaſionally upon the fummits of mountains, 
whence thou mayeſt ſee to a diſtance; ſkim all o- 
ver the ſiirface of the earth, and be ſure to bring 
me hews : liſten to the converſation of men, as 
they pas thee; they know not themſelves what 
they fay; but a genie may always learn fomething 
from it. Thou muſt return ſoon again, to telt 
me What'thdi haſt heard and feen; and if Lam 
. © 2 then 


. 
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then pleaſed with thee, I will give thee a ſecret, 
to win the genie whom thou loveſt beſt, Come 
hither, let me pour a balſamic oil upon thy. wings, 
which will make thee fly four times as faſt as any 
cer.” 
Jazzel flew away with the other genies, to try 
his wings. He roſe above them all, and ſaw them 
part and proceed different ways, to diſcharge their 
commiſſion. None of them went near enough to the 
earth, to gain any information. When they halt- 
ed, it was to take their eaſe ; when they drew near 
to mankind, it was to play them ſome frolieſome 
tricxs; they uſed no pains to acquire the leaſt in- 
formation. | 

Chance led 3 to follow thoſe ho were to 
ſearch mount Caucaſus. He obſerved the miſt, 
and tried to look through it; but it was too chick 
to be pierced by his inexperienced eyes. Setelpe- 
dour's ſcouts paſſed far above, without attempting 
to examine it. He at length diſcovered ſome men, 
who ſeemed converſing at the foot of the mound, 
and ſtopped to liſten. | 

% What a thick, infe&ions miſt !” ſaid they.; 
„how could it ariſe from dry ſand, deſtitute of 
water? It is a very extraordinary phoenomenon ; 
it is ſurely the bearer of ſomething malignant; 5 
and certainly forebodes ſome miſchief.” ? 

Jazzel laid up this little obſervation, and purſued 
his route, till he gathered ſome other particulars 
of an indifferent nature, to be communicated. to 
the old aunt, for the ſecret ſhe had promiſed him. 
When he ſaw Setelpedour's emiſſaries return, he 
flew back to Bakbak, and gave her a more, faith- 
ful account of his journey, than the others gave 
of their's to the queen. | 
- - The gnome confidering all thoſe ci. 3 
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« ſee,” ſaid ſne, "VIPS our queen's affairs go, ſince 


love bas turned her head -s that ſo great a fault? 
Methinks I could pardon it in myſelf.— But, no, 
no, no, no.—A man ! Fye, a man! — well, there is 
both the one and the other. But Jazzel doſt not 
thou tell me, that thoſe peaſants were talking of 


that thick miſt, and that there was ſomething miſ- 


chieyous in it? I muſt mention this to our queen.“ 
And inſtantly the old woman went away to relate 
to Setelpedour what diſcoveries the weng genic 
had made in his; Journey. 

The queen bad patience to hear her ; ; at length, 
when {he could gather from the babbling of old 
Bakbak, how negligent her emiſſaries had been, 
the naturally began to ſuſpect the exiſtence of a 
plot among them, and conjectured that there was 


fomething extraordinary in the miſt. She armed 


herſelf immediately, with all ker powers, and with 
every means of maintaining her authority, that 
ſhe could command. Although a great part of 
her ſubjects might have betrayed her, the was ſtill 
to them and to the elements of nature, the grand 

daughter of Kokopileſobe. | TO 
The caliph, for his part, now more and more 
alarmed by the ill ſucceſs of the ſearch which he 
had made, and not chooſing as yet to communi- 
cate his fears to Zobeide and her daughter, took 
advantage of the high anniverſary feſtival of Hara- 
phat, (a bill in Arabia, upon which the pilgrims 
to Mecca perform ſacrifices, ſlay ing the victims and 
daſhing their bodies down its ſides), and offered, 
with unuſual ſolemnity, thoſe ſacrifices by which 
he ſought to draw down upon faithful Muſſul- 
mans the favour of heaven, and the ſignal protection 
of their great prophet. Haroun, attended by the 
mufti, and the other principal miniſters of religi- 
on, 
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on, ſacrificed with his own hand two yellow Heit-. 
ers, and two ſheep of the largeſt fize. To theſe, 
expreſſions of devotion, he added alſo the moſt "23g 
vent prayers for the ſafe return of Simouſtapha. 
All the people anfwered with their wiſnes. 

Vet the palace was overcaſt with ſadneſs. 7 9 
beide no longer concealed her nneaſineſs from her 
daughter. This princeſs was alone, and had none 
now to conſole her; the queen of the genies no 
longer viſited her; ſhe ſaw none, but a groupe of 
melancholy countenances around her; all were in. 
tears; Namouna was ſobbing ; Ilſetilſone coul 
no longer reſtrain herfelf; ſhe lay down upon a 
ſofa, and wept aloud. 

«© Peace / peace] peace!” cried the pretty bird. 5 

“ Peace?” ſaid the, „alas! there is no peace 
for me: nee! 1 esd, | 10 

« Ne“ 20 no!” cried the bird. How! | wh 
charming bird, is he not dead? does he {till live | 
for me? ſhall I ſee him again?“ : 

% Yes ! yes! yes !” „ When will that happy 
moment come, tell me? . Soon! ſoon ! ſoon “! 

+ What comfort thou giveſt me! Weep no more | {6 
then my good Namouna, we ſhall again fee Simou- 4.40 
ſtapha.“ She then took her lovely bird, and fond= 
led it : thou didft fave my life, dear bird!“ faid 
ſhe, „and I took away thine ; ; can I ever forgive 
myſelf : 9” | 
i It is to be obſerved that all che princeſs? uneaſi- 
neſs, was entirely unmixed with jealous ſuſpicion. 
She had not ſeen the queen of the genies ſince her 
lover's abſence; but did not ſuppoſe her capable 
of depriving her of him. Zobeide was not ſo eaſy 
upon this head; but ſhe kept her fears to herſelf. 
ö The caliph derived confidence from his religion, 
and from the piety of his ſon-in-law. 
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- The ſtar of the ſeven ſeas ſoon deſcended to the 
top of mount Caucaſus, where ſhe: obſerved the 
miſt that had been raiſed by Bahliſhoull's . malice. 
She immediately made a wind blow which ſud- 
denly diſperſed thoſe vapours. She then ſaw the 
idol of her heart pale, fatigued, dejected, and in a 
fituation to affect the moſt unfeeling heart. 

Simouſtapha had, for ten days, wandered | thro? 
ſtrange and frightful deſarts, having no guide to 
follow, but the direction of the ſtars. He knew 
not in what quarter of the earth he was; he had 
no other means of ſuſtenance but the roots: which 
he could dig up with his ſabre, and the wild fruits 
which he plucked from trees with the nature of 
which he was unacquainted. He travelled on, all 
the day, impatiently urging the ſpeed of his gal- 
lant ſteed. He had paſſed an immenſe deſart, 
and another, and of ſtill wider extent, opened be- 
fore him. He ſpent the night, lying upon the 
ground, and by day had to bear the fatigue of trav- 
elling, and the ſcorching influence of a torrid and 
inhofpitable climate. 

The Indian prince, exhauſted by his toils, had 
Ropped beſide a ſpring to quench his thirſt, As 


he was ſtooping to drink, a lion, ruſhing ſuddenly 


from an adjoining foreft, ſprang upon the hero's | 
horſe. Simouſtapha drew his ſcimitar, and, by 
the very firſt blow, divided the lion's ſcull, and 
laid him dead at his feet. The horfe leaped for joy; 
but the prince. was exhauſted by this laſt effort, 
and. fell down. fainting on the turf. In this ſitua- 
tion, he was diſcovered by the Seen of the ge- 
nies. | 
At fight of the nen to which the Indian | 
prince had been expoſed; by Bahli{boull's dark en- 
chantments, Setelpedour, animated alike by love: 
and: 
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and wengeande, felt herſelf prompted to! gratify 
Both [theſe paſſions.” But tlie forther 5 
ſhe defcended to the ground, and with thestentleta 
eſticareſſes; recalled him to nlife bver cee per- 
fhlades of death were hove ring. b 
Mo ther magic than that of love was m&debts 
_ revive her fainting lover.” She foon fawo thoſe 
eyes ſparkle, whoſe luſtre ſeemed preferable to 
the glare of all thoſe ſplendid objects with: which 
me was continually ſurrounded. - She fought co 
improve her joy by waking them to f&ilþ higher 
animafion. Speech and ſenſe were reſtored to Sts 
mouſtapha; he ſaw himſelf in the arms of ber 
whom, but a few minutes before, he had in vain 
invoked, in conſequence of having negleQed 
his box and ring, when he left his 2 He 
was yet too faint to expreſs his une in +40 
words. of 
J underſtand you ſuffie iently, v rr the * 
nevolent queen; * but our only preſent care is, 
the reſtoration of your health and ſtrength.” 80 
ſaying, ſhe aroſe. From the next ſhrub ſhe cut a 
rod, and drew a circle with it around Simouſtapha. 1 
She found at hand the neceſſary plants fot the * 
enchantment which ſhe was preparing to perform, 
and completed the charm by pronouneiug- words 
Gf unfailing efficacy. Immediately the Indian 
prince found his health reſtored: in a moment af. 
ter, he recovered his ftrength, aroſe, and wir 
tranſport kitled the beneficent Hand” to Which he 
was ſo much indebted. All the overflowing emo. 
tions of his heart were ready to pour themiſelves 
forth at once; the tenderneſs of his gratitude 
could not be otherwiſe than pleafing to her ho 
wes the 25; page of i it? At the fame _—_— owe 
ort Saks Dor ln 4c 5 LIC 2, Hase; 
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er, he expreſſed the moſt anxious uneaſineſs with 
reſpe& to IIſetilſone. | 

ge eaſy, dear Simouſtapha,” ſaid Setelpedour, 
« fince you werein danger, all my concern has been 
confined to yourſelf, I was afraid that, if I ſhould 
have gone to too great a diſtance from my palace, 
plots might have been framed in my abſence to fav- 
our the malicious views of your enemies. Pe- 
ſides, your wife was conſtantly with her mothers; 
and I was ſatisfi:d with leaving her my little bird, 


give her ſome confolation. His advices are never 
impertinent, for he never ſays a fingle ſyllable 


an intelligent being, that would not fail to 


that is not true. However, now that you are 


recovered, we may take the way to my palace; 
you muſt be in need of refreſhment after ſo long 
abſtinence ; and I will then conduct you to your 
lovely wife.“ So ſaying, the princeſs called for 
her chariot. Three clouds, reſplendent with the 
colours of the . deſcended to where they 
ſtood, and preſented two ſeats to receive them, 
more otyodions each than the beſt-contrived ſo= 


fas could poffibly be. Setelpedour and the prince 
ſeated meh les. The latter expreſſed ſome con- 


cern about his horſe, but ſhe had foreſeen his fear, 


and prevented His withes: He ſaw his horſe el. 5 


on golden wings through the air, and Aying clo 
beſide the delicate” ſeat on wh en the fond era. 
had taken the way to Ginniſtan. 


By the way, Simouſtapha began to relate his * ap 55 
ventures. Setelpedqur 3 him. Let us 


forget the fnares which have been laid for Jou; 


I know all” che perfidy and baſeneſs of your, ener- 
mirs, und all the aiftrefs is chat you | have dul rech 
from their wictinations.” But as we are here, Si- = 
mouſta plia, Ane, in the midſt of the univerſe, hea by 
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ſhould wiſh to remain here with- Fon, 8 not 
the wiſh to prove injurious to che mutual felioĩty 
of two hearts, in whoſe happineſs. I am not leſa 
intereſted than in my own; ſpeak of your love, 
and let us forget the fraudulent Rratagems Which 
you have' fruſtrated, and even the vengeance which 
it becomes you to inflict. wo 

* Ah! who would not forget thoſe 2” ſaid the 
prince, tranſported with love, „if placed beſide 
the moſt charming object under heaven, who is 
content with being beloved, when ſnie deſerves to 
have altars raiſed to e only care is to 
oblige, and who ſacrifices her own pleaſure to pro- 
more the ſatisfaction of others.” a 

The clouds now ſtopped before the palace-gate. 
Eſſences were ſerved up to Simouſtapha in the 
moſt inviting forms. Theſe ſerved to revive and 
ſtrengthen, without overloading, his ſtomach, and 
thus prepared him for more liberal indulgence i in 
the pleaſures of the table. Let us now be- 
gone,” ſaid Setelpedour ; ** let us go ſup wats 
our dear Ilſetilſone. Let us carry theſe diſhes to 
her: ſhe will find their flavour and reliſh agree F 
able; Iwould willingly ſhare with her every thing 
I p>fſeſs,—even my power, if I thought it of any 
conſequence.” «© Let us go,“ replied Simonſta- 
pha; „ but tell me why you make light of a 
power which affords you ſo many enjoyments?“ 

—“ Let us mount the chariot,” replied Setelpe- 
dour; „ the anſwer to your queſtion can only be 
whiſpered in your ear. It is becauſe power 
hinders- me from marrying a man whom I paſ- 
fionately love.” The prince and the fairy 
did not ſteal into the caliph's palace without be- 
ing previouſly announced. The lovely bird un- 
dertook this taſk. Zobeide had juſt left her 


daughter's 
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er, he expreſſed the moſt anxious uneaſineſs with 
reſpe& to IIſetilſone. | 
\ « Be eaſy, dear Simouſtapha,” ſaid Setelpedour, 
% fince you werein danger, all my concern has been 
confined to yourſelf, I was afraid that, if I ſhould 
have gone to too great a diſtance from my palace, 
plots might have been framed in my abſence to fav- 
our the malicious views of your enemies. Be- 
ſides, your wife was conſtantly with her mother, 
and I was ſatisſied with leaving her my little bird, 
an intelligent being, that would not fail to 
give her ſome confolation. His advices are never 
impertinent, for he never ſays a ſingle ſyllable 
that is not true. However, now that you are 
recovered, we may take the way to my palace; 
you muſt be in need of refreſhment after ſo long 1 
abſtinence ; and I will then conduct you to your 
lovely wife.“ So ſaying, the princeſs called. for 
her chariot. Three clouds, reſplendent with the 
colours of the rainbow, deſcended to where they 
ſtood, and preſented two ſeats to receive them, 
more cottitnodions each than the beſt-contrived. ſo- 
fas could poffibly be. Setelpedour and the prince 
ſeated themfelves. © The latter expreſſed ſome con- 
cern about his horfe, but ſhe had foreſeen his fear, 
and prevented his wiſhes. He ſaw, his horſe es 
on golden wings through the air, and flyin 
befide” the delicatè ſeat on which the fond couple... - 
had taken the way to Ginniſtan. 
By the way, Simouſtapha began to relate his 3 =] 
vefitures.” Setetpedgur interrupted him. Let us 
forget the fhares which have been laid for yon; 
I know all” the perfidy and baſeneſs of your, ene- 
mites, and'all 'the aiftt & * at you have tyltered |; 
from their mächindtions. But 4 we are here, Ape. 
mouſta pla, Aeue, in che midſt of the Ae e ob 
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ſhould wiſh to remain here with you, own 3 
the wiſh to prove injurious to che mutnal fehcity 
of two hearts, in whoſe happineſs. I am not lefs 
interefted than in my own; ſpeak of your love, 
arid let us forget the fraudulent ſtratagems Which 
you have' fruſtrated, and even the vengeance which 
it becomes you to inflict. 88 
r Ah! who would not forget thoſe?“ ſaid the 
prince, tranſported with love, „if placed beſide 
the moſt charming object under heaven, who is 
content with being beloved, when ſhe deſerves to fe 
have altars raiſed to eee only care is to | 
oblige, and who ſacrifices her own pleaſure to pro- 
mote the ſatisfact ion of others.” — | 
The clouds now ſtopped before the palace-gate. . | 
Eſſences were ſerved up to Simouſtapha in the | 
moſt inviting forms. Theſe ſerved to revive and 
ſtrengthen; without overloading, his ſtomach, and 
thus prepared him for more liberal indulgence in 
the pleaſures of the table. „Let us now be- 1 
gone,” ſaid Setelpedour ; let us go ſup. with 74 
our dear Ilſetilſone. Let us carry theſe diſhes. to * 
her: ſhe will find their flavour and reliſh agree- 4.44 
able; 1 would willingly ſhare with her every — 4 
1 pofſeſs,—even my power, if I thought it of any bo 
conſequence.” ( Let us go,” replied Simonſta- 1208 
pha; „ but tell me why you make light of a 
power which affords you ſo many enjoyments?” | 
—“ Let us mount the chariot,” replied Setelpe- ; ; 
dour; ** the anſwer to your queſtion can only be 1 
whiſpered in your ear, lt is becauſe power | 
hinders- me from-marrying a man whom I paſ- 
fionately love.” The prince and the fairy 
did not ſteal into the caliph's palace without be- 
ing previouſly announced. The lovely bird un- 
dertook this talk, Zobeide had juſt left her 


daughter's 
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daugter's apartment, when the pretty creature be- 
gan to ry, Smouſtapha !”” 

% Simouftapha !” repeated Namouna 
« What ſayeſt thou, my dear bird!“ add t the prin- 
ceſs. But the little prattler only anſwered, “ Si- 
mouſtapha ! Simouſtapha ! Where : '” ſaid 
Namouna, running like a mad creature to the 
door. In the mean time, the company annov1- 
ced by the bird came in at the window. Simou- 
ſtapha was in the arms of IIſetilſone, and was cov- 
ering her countenance with his Kiſſes, and bedew- 
ing it with his tears. The queen of the genics like- 
wiſe embraced her; and the little bird, clapping 
its wings, cried, ** Brave ! brave bravely done. 

The tumultuous rapture of the firſt meeting by 
degrees ſubſided. The company ſat down, chat- 


ted, and told each other their adventures; ſome- 


times all the three ſpoke at once. Lo have ſeen 


them, one would have thought that they had been 


parted for an age. At length, an entertainment 
was ſerved up. On ſuch an occation, even al- 
though ſomething had been wanting to render 
the feaſt complete 2, it could not have been greaily 
milled. 

| Namouna, who had taken ſome fruitleſs trouble, 
ſoon heard the noiic, and returned. As the ſtopped 
to liſten at the door, Come in, good woman, come 
in!“ ſaid Setelpedour, nowiſe ſurpriſed or diſobliged 
at her curioſity ;—** are you not ſurpriſed to ſee 
me here? “ Yes madam, I ize that you are e- 
qually good and beautiful.“ — You are obliging, 
Namouna ; I ſhould wiſh to be of ſervice to you.” 
— Ah ! madam, you very ezlily may, you who 
have ſo much in your power. Make me young 
again,” —“ I can do, you a better ſervice—give 


you conſtant good heaith: m little bird has more 
{kill 
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fill than I, and will give you the ſecret, by which 
you may obtain it. 

1 know that as well as he, Madam; and yet 1 
am no conjuer.— But, what if I give you a ſyrup, 
to reſtore your youth, while you are aſleep, and 
renew your bloom? ! Give me but the hundreth 
part of yours, and I ſhall think myſelf more beau- 
tifu} than the full moon.“ Go, Namouna, be 
eaily; you are fond of a jeſt; it is my pleaſure, 
that you become now more charming than you 
ever were in your life; you ſhall have dimples 
in your checks, a {lender waiſt, and a little 
foot.” £4 Grrammercy, madam.?* IIſetilſone, with 

this, difmiſſed her nurſe; the repaſt ended, and 
the queen of the genies returned to Ginniftan ! 

Before Simouſtapha entered the palace, the ca- 
liph had already retired to reſt. It would have 
been 1mproper- to diiturb his repoſe. And the 
communication of the good news to him was, 
therefore, deferred till next day. But the joy up- 
on the young prince's arrival ſpread through all 
his own apartments. The eunuchs awakened all 
the female ſlaves; they aroſe and made Namouna 
give an account of all that ſhe had ſeen.— they 
gave themſelves up to one commoa tranſport of 
joy. The little mute, was near to having his 
tongue looſed by the ſtrong emotions which he 
now felt. 

By the time the caliph awaked, e e 
was at his feet. They tenderly embraced one an- 
other. The caliph immediately ſent to inform 
Zobeide of a piece of news which ſo nearly con- 
cerned her peace and happineſs. 

All the muezzins were without delay 8 
to the tops of the minarets, to call the people to 
the moſques, —to render thanks to the Almighty, 
- VOL. II. S and 
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and to his great prophet, for the reſtoration of the 
hero, to whom the Muſſulman empire was indebt- 
ed for its glory, and even its exiſtence. The joy 
of the commander of the faithful was expreiled 
by an abatement of the taxes, the diſtribution of 
alms, the enlargement of the priſoners, the ſound 
of military inſtruments, and feſtive entertainments 
to the officers and ſoldiers of the army, and to his 
people in general, whoſe ſatisfaction was complete, 
now that they again enjoyed the ſight of their fav- 
ourite hero. 

The Indian prince gave his family an account 
of the unlucky adventures which had removed him 
to ſuch a diſtance, and detained him ſo long from 
Bagdad. He acknowledged, that he- was wrong 
in having neglected to ſecure himſelf, by the ſuper- 
natural means with which the fairy, his protectreſs, 
and the Perſian philoſopher, his governor, had fur- 
niſhed him ;—and related how the benevolent 
fairy had delivered him out of thoſe ſnares, into 
which he had fallen by his own imprudence. He 
dwelled upon the {lighteſt circumſtances, and ſpoke 
with a degree of warmth which alarmed Zo- 
beide. 

She took the firſt opportunity of ſpeaking of 
this to her daughter. Are not you uneaſy,” 
ſaid ſne, at the attachment which the queen of 
the genies has formed for your huſband, and the 
exceſſive gratitude, which he appears to feel for her 
favours ?” 

„r! Madam !” replied Ilſetilſone, „can I be 
Jealous of the favours with which the queen of 
the genies honours us? Ah! Even without her 
power and amiable qualities, had ſhe no other 


merit, but that of diſtinguiſhing the perfections of 


Simouſtapha, ſhe would ſtill be dear to my heart. 
Were 


— 


> SAL . r 2 > og . * 
3 r r SN 2 ö R Om 
77777. AAA aa 


— (aa * . K . num as 
EC TC OI el FAS dn = 
6 EO Us tut VCC . 


ARA BIAN TALES. 133 


Were but one of the Gi of heaven ſmitten with 


the charms. and virtues of my huſband, it ſhould 
become my fun.” —*+ Either love has produced a 


ſtrange effe& upon my daughter,” ſaid Zobeide to 

herſelf, or ſhe reſembles me much leſs than her 

father, for I ſhould not be content in her place.” 
The caliph had heard the recital of Simouſta- 


pha's laſt adventures with great attention. He 


now made that prince repeat all the incidents of 
his life previous to his marriage with Ilſetilſone, 
and ordered the narrative to be committed to 
writing, and to be depoſited among the imperial 
archives. | 

The Indian prince reſumed his place m the ca- 
hph's privy council, and in the divan. Beſide his 


ordinary employ ments, he continued to do himſelf 


the pleaſure of going frequently to pay his ho- 
mage to the amiable queen of the genies. When- 


ever ſhe was viſited by the charming couple, ſhe 


always returned the viſit on the ſubſequent night, 

and inceſſantly ſtudied, to load them with new 
marks of her kindneſs. She wiſhed IIſetilſone to 
ſpend a few days in her palace. The caliph's 

permiſſion was aſked, and he . it with plea- 
ſure. 

Haroun did not chooſe that his augen after 
being ſo much enriched with preſents from the 
queen of the genies, ſhould appear before her emp- 
ty-handed : neither did he chooſe that ſhe thould 
{:4denty leave his court, as if carried away by en- 
chantment, which might have given uneaſineſs to 
the people, and might have opened their eyes to 
ſome things, of which it was better for them to be 
ignorant. The caliph therefore, ordered his trea- 
ſury to be opened to Simouſt apha, and ſuitable 
preparations to be at the ſame time made for the 
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departure of his daughter, to paſs the ſpring at 
Caſſer-il-Harais, his country-houſe, Which was 
three days' journey diſtant from Bagdad. 

Caſſer-il-Harais is a noble ene ſituate on 
the banks of the river Aggiala. The great pro- 
phet laid the foundation- ſtone. The front, facing 
the gardens, difplayed three hundred and fixty-five 
windows. 'The walls were coated over without 
with alabaſter, and oriental marble, and were orna- 
mented with the moſt precious jaſper. The doors 
were formed of aloes and ſandal wood, and turned 
upon golden hinges. The pannellings and parti- 
tions were of the moſt beautiful ſpecies of wood, 
and finiſhed in the moſt elegant- manner, No- 
thing could equal the beauty of the furniture, or 
the rich decorations of the apartments. Rubies, 
emeralds, and topazes were diſpoſed through them, 
in the moit laviſh abundance. Mahomet began 
and finithed this building, upon the occaſion of the 
marriage of his daughter Fatme, with Omar-Ilalab. 
In the latter days of the prophet's life upon earth, 
he ſpent much of his time 1n this palace, and was 
here favoured with inſpiration from on high, 
through the miniſtry of the angel Gabriel. The 
pen, with which he wrote the four laſt chapters of 
the alcoran, is ſtill preſerved here, in a box of 
cryſtal, garniſhed with diamonds. 

The garden belonging to this palace was the 
moſt beautiful on earth. In that abode of bliſs, 
the air was always pure, and the ſun ftill ſhone 
with unclouded luſtre: The trees were ever 
green and flouriſhing ; - no moſs corroded their 
ſmooth bark; no ivy entwined about the trunks, 
to divert the ſap from nouriſhing the branches ; 
the leaves, the flowers, and the fruits, all ſhared 
the immortality of the ſtems, and were continual- 
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ly renewed, without withering, or falling off. 
The flowers were not exhauſted by the balmy ex- - 
halations which they conſtantly diffuſed around'; 
no deſtructivein ſects, no venomous reptiles ever 
approached them; rills of freſh and limpid water 
maintained verdure and fertility in this enchanting 
receſs. The birds which haunted it were arrayed 
in the moſt- gaudy and ſplendid plumage, and fil- 
led it with the varied melody of their ſongs. The 
perfection of all theſe wonders was, that they 
were ever changing, and ever new, without un- 
dergoing any derangement in ſituation, or any al- 
teration in kind. None but the lawful ſucceſſor 
of Mahomet, and his family, were Pein to 
enter this garden. Any profane perſon who ſhould 
have iatruded, would have ſeen, inſtead of the 
real beauties of the place, nothing but a rightful 
deſart, and would have been terrified by the howl- 
ings of ſavage animals. 

Hither were Simouſtapha and his charming wife 
to retire. They might go hence to viſit the queen 
of the genies, without being known to be out of 
the palace. They would naturally be ſuppoſed to 
be enjoying the delightful garden, —feeding on 
nectar and ambroſia. 

Setelpedour was, in che mean time, buſied in 
preparing for their reception. Yet the had reaſon 
to fear, that Bahliſboull might malictouſly ſtrive 
to diſturb the happy interview. She had driven 
him down to the moſt ſequeſtered deſarts of Upper 
Egypt. But ſhe could not diveſt him of all his 
power. Having been born a prince, no unworthi- 
neſs of his could ſubject. him to be deprived of 
the privileges of his high deſcent. 

Upper Egypt is peopled with wicked ſpirits, 
the diſgrace of Ginniſtan, abhorred by heaven and 
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earth. They rejoiced to unite under the authority 
of a leader, who ſeemed born to command ſuch ſub- 
jects as they. The firſt expedition they had made 
under his orders, was the unſucceſsful adventure 
on mount Caucaſus. Bur, had that even been a 
total defeat, ſtill they were not to be diſcouraged. 
Rage gave them vigour, and rendered them blind 
to danger. Formed for action, the very principle 
of their nature forced them to unwearied activity in 
miſchief. | 

Setelpedour, knowing the new reſources of her 
enemy, bethought her of an artifice to counteract 
his malice. She deprived the place of his retreat, 
of every remaining particle of moiſture, and added 
new horrors to a deſart before thrice-accurſed. 
He was forced to remove from it; and paſſed in- 
to a different region, which, however, he found ſtill 
mote arid, and ſuch as to afford him no reſt. At 
length he perceived a {mall ſpot of green turf, 
faded by a pillar of granite from the ſcorching 
rays of the ſun. He drew near, and ſat down. 
Six feet from the ground, on the baſe of this 
monument, ke obſerved an hierogiyphic inſcription, 
and read, Column, execute the order of Setelpe- 
dour. : 

Scarcely had he read this inſcription, when an 
iron chain, fatened round his body, and confined 
him to the pillar. The defart ſoon re-echoed 
with his roar : the monſters inhabiting it, were 
terrified by the ſound, and abandoned their dens. 
The genies of his train fled a@righted, and 
he was left alone in that diſmal ſolitude. A 
fixed and ſtupid calm ſoon ſucceeded, ia his 
breaſt, to impotent rage. He at laſt caſt his eyes 
oa the chains which bound him, and on the fatal 
micription, Beſore he could read over all the 

hieroglyphic 
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hieroglyphic characters, he learned enough to re- 
duce him to the utmoſt extremity of deſpair. The 
terrible decree was; J hou canſt be delivered b 
none but a genie more wicked than thyſelf.” Were 
the world to be reduced to a ſecond e 
the depths of the great abyſs be opened up, could 
they poſſibly pour forth ſuch another as he? could 
another Kokopileſobe be found, and he not the grand- 
father and protector of the ar of the ſeven ſeas? 

Setelpedour, having thus ſecured her tranquil- 
lity, remembered the ſervice which ſhe had re- 
ceived from the old gnome ; ſhe therefore called for 
her, and ſaid : „tell me Bakbak, what can I do 
for you ?”—* Queen,” replied the old fag, . you 
can do much; and yet it may happen, that what 
you do, {hall be of more harm than advantage. 
No body doubts that it was J that gave you the 
information ; for it 1s well known, that, however 
talkative I may be eſteemed, I am, at bottoms, very 
diſcreet, and tattle either nothing, or at leaſt next 
to nothing. Yet, there 1s one ſmall favour which 
you may do me, and which can be attended with 
no diſagreeable conſequences ; for want of teeth, I 
ſtutter in ſpeaking, to ſuch a degree that I cannot 
have the ſatisfaction even of underſtanding my- 
ſelf. Would you but give me, two-and-thirty 
teeth?“ Such a preſent, might give your ene- 
mies too much room to talk, and would be hkely 
to provoke them all more bitterly againſt you. I 
can in prudence give you only four, which ſhall 
be fixed very firmly in the roof of your mouth.”? 

—+* Aſſure yourſelf,” ſaid the old fag, that 
theſe four teeth, thall never be exerted againſt 
yourſelf.” 

Let us now leave old Bakbak, to ſupply to 
herſelf by enchantment, for the ordinary aids af 

the 
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the toilet, and turn our view to Simouſtapha, pre- 
paring to ſet out with his wife on their viſit to 
the fairy's court. 

The caliph's treaſury was open to the prince. 
The united riches of all the monarchs on earth 
would not form ſuch another. Yet even here, 
the Indian prince ſaw nothing comparable to the- 
fplendid diſplay of magnificence which he had be- 
held at Ginniſtan. He found, among other things, 
a ſcimitar, the hilt of which was adorned with 
diamonds, ſo perfect, and ſo well mounted, that 
they ſeemed to form all but one piece. He was 
not ſo much ſtruck with its brilliancy, as with its 
proportions. It ſeemed to be a weapon greatly 
above the common fize. To try whether he 
could wield it, he drew it from the ſcabbard, and 
made ſome puſhes with it ; the glittering of the 
blade ſtruck his eye like the fla of lightning; 3 
fach was the bright poliſh of the ſteel. He look- 
ed on the mark, and perceived it to conſiſt of ſome 
hieroglyphic characters, which he could not un- 
derſtand. Upon this, he inſtantly called the genie 
of the box, to give him the nee. Jemal 
appeared. 

„Look upon theſe marks,“ ſaid the prince. 
„None but our queen can explain theſe figures,“ 
replied the other; they are ſigns of power; 
but we know the ſcimitar, it fell from the re- 
doubtable hand of Kokopileſobe, in the great bat- 
tle in which he was routed by Mahomet. The 
latter muſt have left it to his fucceſſors. 

The Indian prince tock the ſcimitar, and pre- 
ſented it to Mahomet as the only gift worthy. to 
be offered to the queen of the genies. 

The arrival of the guard who were to attend 
the royal pair to the palace of Caſſer-il-Harais, 


Was 
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was now announced by the ſound of martial in- 
ſtruments before the gates. It was a body of 
two thouſand ſelec cavalry, the braveſt and hand- 
ſomeſt youths in Haroun's army. Theſe were 
followed by fix hundred knights in complete 
_ armour, having each a lance in his hand, and a 
buckler on his arm, who were to march imme- 
diately around the princeſs litter. This carriage 
was borne by fix elephants, the fineſt that had 
ever been ſeen in India. Twelve camels car- 
ried the baggage, and the eunuchs cloſed up the 
rear. , The arms which he wore were lackered 
over with gold, with diamonds inchaſed. 
Two grooms led out his ſteed, who neighed and 
ſhook his mane for joy, to ſee his maſter about to 
aſcend his back. Ilſetilſone admired the grace 
and dexterity, with which her huſband managed. 
the generous, high-mettled animal. 
This ſplendid train proceeded from the palace. 
The roads had been opened and repaired, ſo that 
there was no obſtacle to retard their march. The 
vaſt extent of the buildings belonging to the pa- 
lace afforded convenient accommodation for the 
whole party. Only Simouſtapha and the princeſs 
might enter the garden. They beheld its beauties 
with aftoniſhment and delight. But one object, 
which it had preſented, attracted the princeſs? no- 
tice in a particular manner. This was the tree, 
the fatal fruit of which occaſioned the fall of the 
human race. A ſerpent lay entwined about its 
trunk, from which ſituation the reptile can never 
remove; for 1ts eyes are veiled in thick darkneſs. 
An azure-coloured bird, having its head and wings 
gilded, flutters round the tree, and hops inceflant=- 
ly from branch to branch; he has no peculiar 


note, 
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note, but expreſles himſelf very diſtinQly 1 in cor- 
rect Arabic. 


The bird had no ſooner perceived the royal 


pair, than he ſpread out his tail in token of his 


joy, and ſaluted tliem in the ufual manner: 
„Health to the race of man; there is but one 
God ; and Mahomet is his prophet.” Ilſetilſo- 
ne was charmed grith his correct pronunciation, and 
elegance of vhrafe. She eagerly began to queſtion 
him. Charming bird,“ ſaid ſhe, © are you 


_ pleaſed to ſee us here?“ “ You are children of 


the prophet ; you have come in by the right gate, 
and you are to go out by that which leads to heav- 
en.”—* But we are going to Ginniſtan.”—* Tt 
15 a journey that man goes every day upon earth.“ 
—“ Do you diſapprove of my going it? 
No; for you will bring me back my wife, and 
we may together call back our ſon, whom you 
have left in the palace.” —** What! are you the 


father of that charming bird in my poſſeſſion, who 


is fo very good? He muſt become more ſo.” 
, Why does he not ſpeak ſo well as you?“ — 

„ Becauſe he would not have patience to learn, 
but turned his back on the light, and refuſed his 
homage to the great Ele& of God.“ And what 
of your wife!“ She is in Ginniſtan ; ſhe was 
too curious, and ſhe „%, for it. One may go 
thither at pleaſure ; but it 1s leſs eaſy to get 
back.” —* She is with Setelpedour, then?“ 
& Yes.” —*+ Do you love Setelpedour ?7—* I 
love whatever has proceeded pure from the hands 
of the Creator; I ſhall ſee Setelpedour when ſhe 
ceaſes to be a fairy. Can ſhe ceaſe to be ſo?“ 
. When ſhe pleaſes.” —* Do I wrong in going 
to ſee her? - Vou unconſciouſly obey a decree 
of fate.“ . You charm me, ſweet bird; let us 


bring 
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bring your ſon?” —He is a fairy: I ſhould Kill 
him. I cannot ſee him till the proper time be 
come, and then in the company of his mother.” — 
„ Permit me to eat of the fruit of this tree.“ 
% You have the ſame capricious fancy as the reſt 
of your ſex: it was thus your firſt mother drew 
upon herſelf and you the indignation of heaven. 
Beſides, this fruit is viſtonary : you would find 
nothing to eat; and the ſerpent. would bruiſe your 
heel; ſo that you would ſuffer a real evil, with- 
out receiving any enjoyment. This muſt be the 
tree of knowledge then. It is a ſymbol of that 
. Where is the tree of life?“ “ In the 
great prophet's garden.” “ My pretty bird, 
ſince you know every thing, tell me at what time, 
and for what reaſon, the fea was created.“ . No 
creature knows every thing. The ſea was crea- 
ted on the day of Kokopeliſobe's rebellion and 
puniſhment. The rebels were condemned to hol- 
low out the baſon which contains it.“ „Lovely 
bird, may I eat of the other fruits which are 


here?.“ Enter the pavilion; at the end of 


that avenue you ſhall be there ſerved with a colla- 
tion. It was there Mahomet uſed to ys his Prayer 
ers, and perform his ablutions.“ 

From this converſation Simouſtapha was ſorry 
to learn, that the amiable Setelpedour, as ſhe was 
queen of the genies, could not be agreeable to the 
great prophet; and felt in his heart a ſtruggle 
between his love for religion, and his affection for 
that queen. 

He entered with his wife into Mahomet's pavi- 
lion. They there found all imaginable variety 


of the moſt beautiful and delicious fruits. After 
they had taſted of them, Simouſtapha leaving II- 


ſetilſone in converſation with the bird, returned to 
the 
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the palace, and informed the chief of the eunuchs, 
that he and his wife were to remain for ſix days 
in the pavilion, during which they would need no- 
thing. Motives of devotion are always laudable, 
* the ſlaves were far from fuſpecting any o- 
ther. 5 

Simouſtapha now returned to his wife, who 
was under the tree. He was defirous to conſult the 
bird concerning their journey. “ Shall I call up- 
on the genies of the box or ring!“ ſaid he. He 
Who is at beſt of a doubtful character,“ replied 
the ſagacious bird, “ can have no ſort of power 
here. Either of thole could only become a ſlave 
in this place. Take but one of my feathers, aud 
it alone will convey you to Setelpedour. Give it 
to my wife. It will bring her to remember me, 
and will afford her means of returning hither. — 
Bur the mult conceal it carefully in her tail. Ev- 


ery thing from me gives umbrage where you are 


going. You may think ſuch a trivial matter as 
one of my feathers very uufit for the purpoſe for 


which I recommend it; but there is nothing uſe- 
"Jeſs in the hands of the creator.“ | 


The divine bird expanded its beautiful tail. A 


Feather fell, and it was inſtantly transformed into 


4 commodious and ſplendid chariot. The royal 
pair aſcended in it, and were ſoon conveyed to 
the feet of Setelpedour s throne. She haſtened 
to embrace them, and diſmiſſed her divan, with 


whom {he had little reaſon to be ſatisfied. The 


genes, as they retired, darted looks of indigna- 

tion and diſdain on the earth-born' pair. The 

queen perceived them, but reſtrained her anger. 
J would feat you on my throne,” ſaid the to 


her lovely vifitants, © were I not afraid that you 


might find it as uneaſy a fituation as I do. My 
| ſabjects 
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ſubjects have rebellion in their hearts. My pre- 


dilection for you, provokes them. To it they 


impute all thoſe deciſions, which are the unbiaſ- 
ſed dictates of my own reaſon. 

If I prevent them from gratifying their miſ. 
chievous diſpoſitions, in ſpreading devaſtation thro? 
the earth; if my prudence prevents ſtorms and 
wars z—all is charged to the account of my love 
for Simouſtapha. have confined Bahliſboull in 
chains in the midſt of a deſart, and even there his 
reſtleſs ſpirit is buſy againſt me. Yet nothing of 
this Kind can leflen my regard for you. I amgoing 
to break through all the ties which now connect 
me with them; after their violations of their 
duty, what 1s there to maintain our umon ? I am 
impatient for the time, when I may be more cloſe- 
ly united with you; my heart has already freed 


itſelf from every other tie. But you muſt aſſiſt 


me in ſubduing my ſpirit. Come, let your ten- 
der and unaffected careſſes chear and revive a ſoul, 
weary of the diſorders I behold around me, _ 
the oppoſition I meet with. I know that yo 
come from Caſſer-il-Harais. The illuſive 3 
dure of this place cannot compenſate for the pure 
delights you have left behind yon there. The 
companion of the bird, which you have lately left, 
frequently entertains me with its account of the 
wonderous garden of Caſſer-il-Hara's. 

++ Thence,” ſays lhe, “proceeds that light wi. 


enlightens the world; there it ſtill ſhines, under a 5] 


great variety of emblems, Why can I not ſet out 
with you this very day, and return to that deligl. t- 
fu. place ? Whenever I ſpeak of happineſs to my 
bird, it repeats to me the name of Caſſer-il-Harais. 
But it tells me, that the garden opens only to 
Muſſulmans allied to God's vicar upon earth. It 
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will not be enough, therefore, that Simouſtaplia 
give me his hand, unleſs the generous Ilſetilſone 
will alſo receive me into the cloſeſt alliance with 
her, I can never know the light of truth, happi- 
neſs, or peace. 

„Can I refuſe to adopt you for my ſifter ?” 
anſwered Ilfetilſone ; your doubts diſtreſs my 
heart; you have conquered it, and it is no leſs 
Yours than Simouſtapha' 8. W 1th what delight do 
I give you a ſhare in my heart, knowing, as I do, 
how juſt a right you have to the whole ?? © My 
dear friends, replied Setelpedour, „ we have 
gone a great way, but not yet far enough, I {till - 
reign ; I have not yet broken, either the rod 

which I uſe for a ſceptre, or the taliſman which 
has been tranſmitted me from my goandiather.— 
I muſt here abdicate my power, and trample my 
crown under foot. Were 1 to chooſe any other 
ſcene for this act, it would then be without the eclat 
which I deſire to give it; and I ſhould be covered 
with confuſion, reduced to the neceſſity of replacing 
Bahliſboull upon the column to which I have 
chained him in the depth of the Thebais, —and 
expoſed to the vengeance of all my ſubjects.— 
But when I ſhall have accompliſhed theſe inten- 
tions, who can convey me hence, out of ſo dan- 
gerous an abode, and bear me. to Caſſer-il-Ha- 
rais? “ ] ;” ſaid the princeſs, ſhewing the beau- 
tiful feather of che bitd..: . Herg.is e er up- 
on which we aſcended hither, This feather was 
given me by the huſband- of the bird which is 


with you, and which I have not yet feer.— 


++ She is here indeed,” ſaid the queen; © ſhe 
poſſeſſes no leſs information than her mate whom 


you ſaw in Caſſer-il-Harais. I know not what 


could 
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could be the occafion of their parting. Their 
fon, whom I] preſented to you, came hither: after 
his diſobedience ; I was amuſed with his prattle, 
which was always very laconie, but never | falfe. 
Did he not know every thing, he would not poſſeſs 
the characteriſtie talents of his family. However, 
although his knowledge comprehends things paſt, 
preſent, and future, he knows only a ſingle word 
of each different matter. His mother muſt, to 
be ſure, have come hither to find him out, and 
inſtruct him; for ſhe was continually talking to 
him I remarked their converſations, but did 
not underſtand them. They ended always with 
this reply upon his part, ſignifying, tbat he had 
not comprehended what his mother ſaid; No- 
thing, nothing, nothing ; from which it ſhould 
ſeem, that they are liable to be darkened, in con- 
| e of a revolt againſt the light of truth. 

At laſt, the mother became impatient. I pre- 
ſented the ſon to you; and in his ſituation, he 
was very capable of doing you ſervice. She diſ- 
covered no ſorrow for his abſence. Since I have 
become attached to you, I have been deſirous of 
receiving inſtruction, and have aſked this divine 
bird to give me leſſons. When your brow 
mall ſhine with leſs ſplendour,” would the- ſay, 
4 and I ſhall have recovered the beauties, of my 
tail, we {hall then converſe together . ſubjed's 
of knowledge and truth.“ 

I hence concluded, that my crown awed her, 
and Mehl herfilewe. And ds to her tail, J had ob- 
ſerved when ſhe flew, that it did not terminate in 
u point, like the tails of other birds; and I wiſhed 
her that improvement of beauty which ſhe ſeetned 
AN deſire. The feather which you: bring may pro- 
1 N 2 bably 
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Bably be that which ſhe wants. Let us preſent "I 
tocher, and try to make her ſpeak. 56 | 
1 It will naturally be ſuppoſed, notwithſtanding 
bes long converſation, that the queen had by this 
time attended to the refreſhment, and to all the 
wants of her gueſts; there were interruptions in 
her ſpeech; a part was ſpoken in the hall of the 
divan ; part while they were at table; and the reſt 
in the gardens, in which Setelpedour no longer 
enjoyed the ſame pleaſure as formerly, At laſt, 
thin fleecy clouds ſpread over the ſky announced 


the return of night. 


: $6 This is the hour which my bird loves,” Gal 
the queen, Elſewhere it uſed to avoid darkneſs, 
here the ſplendor of day gives it pain. But I be- 
gin to conceive its reaſons. The bird's cage was 
brought, and IIſetilſone approached it. 

« My pretty bird,” faid ſhe, + your huſband 
has ſent you by me the prettieſt feather which he 
had.“ Health to the daughter of the prophet !” 
ſaid the bird; © health to the deſcendant of him 
who was ſent from God ! health to her who 1s 
heir to the virtues of God's repreſentative upon 
earth! The birds of heaven muſt ſerve her.— 
My hufband has done nothing but his duty. The 
pretty feather which he ſends is to me What a 
crown is to a queen.” So ſaying, the bird receiv- 
ed the feather with its bill, and fixed it in its tail, 
which thus became longer and more beautiful. 

Why are you not with your huſband?“ en- 
quired the princeſs. Each of us has a parti- 
cular part to perform. Will yours be ſoon ac- 
compliihed ?—You three are here — Will you 
now anf{wer the queen, if ſhe interrogate you up- 
on ſubjects of ſcience ?—Only half is as yet done. 


Son whom depends theother half?-—On him who 
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is above, and him who is below. Will you tell 
me, ſage bird, what I ſhall aſk you? lt is my 
duty to tell you all the truth I Kknow.—Your 
huſband told me when che ſea was created; but 
pray, when were the ſtars formed?” At the 
{ame period, to ſupply the place of thoſe rebels 
who were then driven out of heaven.“ What 
bright ſtar is that I ſee, having ten ſmaller ſtars 
about it ?”—The greateſt is Mahomet ; the others 
are ten eminent prophets.” | 
+ Setelpedour, far from being offended at t thoſe an- 
fwers from the bird, ſmiled, and ſeemed to hear 
them with pleaſure. Simouſtapha remarked her 
good humour, and ventured to offer her the pre- 
fent he had brought, —the ſcimitar of Kokopile- 
ſobe. J 
„Dear prince,” ſaid the queen, © when I was 
miſtreſs of my heart, and truſted in myſelf, I 
would have given the value of an empire for the 
weapon which you offer me. But it 1s only in 
your hands that it can now ſerve for my protec- 
tion, and I ſhall value it the more, while it is the 
guardian of your welfare. Keep it till leſs. trouble- 
fome times than thoſe which now threaten us. 
O my charming Ilſetilfone ! When ſhall we three 
know nothing but the delights of mutual love ?” 
Our lovers paſſed three days in the moſt delight- 
ful intercourſe of ſentiments. But thoſe agreeable 
moments were diſturbed by fears which were by 
no means Imaginary. 
| Setelpedour, though very powerful as queen: 
over the legions of Kokoplleſobe, yet reigned only 
im his name. Her conduct was now contrary to 
the fundamental laws of the empire of Ginniſtan. 
None could command there without having firſt 


3 entire ſubjection to r or Bah- 
N 3 liſboull 
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liſpoull. She had, of her own proper authority, 
invefled the Muſſulman Benalab with power, al- 
though he had never vowed nor profeſſed obedi- 
ence to any, ſave God and his prophet. Howev- 
er, the reigned ſo gloriouſly, and was diftinguiſhed 
by fo many brilliant qualities, that the genies, in 
the enthuſiaſm of their admiration, called her the 


itar of the ſeven ſeas, and ſet her in oppoſition to + 


the reſplendent ſtar of Mahomet. They ſaid in 
their pride: Kokopileſobe is king of Kings; 
Setelpedour the repreſentative of his power.” — 
But the ſage Benalab had made a cautious uſe of 


her favour. She had not fallen in love with him, 


admitted him to her feſtivals, acquainted him with 


the ſecrets of her court, or made him her maſter. 
But all this ſhe had ſacrificed for Simouſtapha, 


and had even done one thing more extraordinary 


than all. She had received a woman into her pal- _ 


ace, whom ſhe not only treated as her equal, but 


even obliged her upon all occaſions to fit on her 


right hand. To the high triumph of mortals ſhe 
had baniſhed Bahliiboull and Aſmonchar, and had 
confined in chains him who was next after Koko- 

lleſobe, the moſt powerful among all the genies. 
Theſe news had been conveyed even into the deep 


receſſes, where the great ſovereign of the genies 


lay in torment. All was ripe for a revolution. 
Sete'p:dour had too much penetration, not to 
foreſee and prevent it. She embraced the 
young pair, who were terrified at her purpoſe. 
„% Go,” ſaid ſhe, © return to Caſſer-il-Harais. I 
ſhall quickly join you there; and we ſhall part no 


more. But Simouſtapha muſt be ready to haſten 


to my aſſiſtance, at the very firſt ſignal. Uſe the 
bird's feather upon the journey, and let us no 
farther employ the power of Kokopileſobe.“ Si- 

? ; mouſtapha 
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mouſtapha and his wife returned to the —__ of 
Caſſer-il-Harais, and there impatiently waited the 
flue of this great event. They returned the fea- 
ther to the bird. My wife,“ ſaid he, © has 
done her duty; and my feather is always at your 
ſervice ; keep yourſelf in readineſs, Simouſtapha, 
you will ſoon again have occaſion for it.“ 

The prudence of the queen, of the genies induced 
| her to diſſipate the gathering ſtorm before it 
ſhould become more alarming. Old Bakbak and 
ber nephew Jazzel, having already been terrified 
by ſome indirect threats, which had been impru- 
dently thrown out againſt them, came to ſeek pro- 
tection of the queen; and ſhe ſaw that ſhe had 
not now a moment to loſe. Next day after the 
departure of her royal friends, ſhe ſummoned her 
divan to a general meeting, and ſent Jazzel upon 
another of the bird's feathers with the following 
billet to Simouſtapha. 

Dear prince, come hither without delay inthe 
carriage which I now ſend you. Bring with you 
the divan, and my grandfather's fabre. You may 
have ſome previous gueſs of my deſign, and my 
conduct ſhall explain the reſt. Our dear IIſetil- 
ſone may wait for us beſide the tree which ſhe 
mentioned to me. The ſagacious bird will not 
ſuffer her to diſtreſs herſelf with imaginary ter- 
ors.” 

Simouſtapha had too great a ſoul to heſitate one 
moment. He took the holy book, armed himſelf 
with his redoubtable ſcimitar; and if the feather 
had not conveyed him ſpeedily enough, he would 
have ſoared to Ginniſtan, upon the wings of love. 
The divan were aſſembled. Setelpedour Was 
ſeated on her throne. The turbulent genies ſur- 

veyed the emotions in her countenance, and were 


aſt oniſhed 
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aſtoniſhed to behold her firmneſs. She _ as 


follows : | 

+ I know that my conduct is blamed, and that 
conſpiracies have been formed againſt me. FT 
have openly inflicted ſome very ſevere puniſh- 
ments; but I diſdain all ſecret treachery. If ſome 
have thought it humiliating to obey my pleaſure, 
J have found it ſtill more fo, to be ſubjeQted to 
laws, which I cannot acknowledge as wiſe. I 
had rather be the {ſlave of truth, than reign by 
falſehood over corrupt ſubjects.” Simouſtapha then 
appeared to the' great aſtoniſhment of the whole 
aſſembly. She called him and made him fit by 
her fide, © Come, aſſiſt me,” ſaid ſhe with great- 
er firmneſs, ** behold the laſt divan in which I ſhall 
ever preſide. And you rebels hear me. I re- 
proach you not for your rebellion. You have 
only followed the natural propenſities of your 
hearts. But if you would have me forgive you, 
join me in abjuring the power which we hold from 
Kokopileſobe. Let us withdraw ourſelves from 
my grandfather's guilt, and from the criminality 
in which he has involved us by our unhappy re- 
lation to him. Swear, as I do, upon the holy 
Koran, that you will be the ſlaves of God, and of 
his great prophet Mahomet !” 

Had a thunder-cloud burſt in the midſt of the 
divan, it would have produced a leſs powerful ef- 
fe&, than this unexpected language from Setelpe- 
dour. Terror held them ſilent. A ſulphureous. 
flame ſeemed to iſſue from every mouth, and the 
infectious ſmell illed the hall. Suddenly an al- 
arming noiſe was heard. It was occaſioned by the 
arrival of Bahliſboull who had been delivered 
from his chains by Kokopileſobe himſelf. D 

| | hat 
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That redoubtable genie, clad in barniihed.arms, 
awfully gigantic in ſize, and in the moſt hideous 
form, entered abruptly, and raiſed a fery lance to 
ſtrike Setelpedour. Simouſtapha drew his ſoimi- 
tar and parried the awful: ſtroke. The luſtre, 
which blazed from the bright weapon of the In- 
dian prince, inſtantly blinded his adverſary and 
his accomplices. They fell down as if they had 
been thunderftruck. 

All Ginniſtan was inftantly . in gloomy 
darkneſs. That abhorred country, was ner iE 
luminated by the ſun. The light which it enjoy- 

ed was the effect of a continued enchantment, 
which depended upon the magic virtue of the 
crown, that Setelpedour now trampled under her 
feet. 

Simouſtapha and Seelpeletn groped cake: way 
through the darkneſs, to the apartment of the bird 
of paradiſe, whoſe brilliant creſt enhghtened all a- 
round her, and emitted a brighter blaze each time 
he happened to move, cr ſhake his wings. 

„Let us be gone, my dear miſtreſs,” ſaid the 
lovely bird, my feathers are all at your ſervice. 
But bring with you old Bakbak and her nephew. 
They are both almoſt lifeleſs for fear. 1 know 
not ht has bidden them ſeek refuge under my 
cage. But they have been well adviſed.” Bak- 
bak and Jazzel lay in a ſwoon. They were both 
bound to the back of the chariot, which was com- 
| poſed of ſeveral feathers of the bird; and our vic- 

torious lovers, now out of all danger, ſet out, with- 
out delay, for. Cafſer=il-Harais. The fairy fea- 
ther which had before conveyed Simouſtapha, now 
went before to warn IIſetilſone of the return of 
her friends; It aſſumed the form of a white pi- 
geon, and placing itſelf on her ſhoulder, whiſ= 


pered 
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pered, Madam, Sire egi and Setelpedour are 
coming, But you cannot receive the queen in the 
garden, for ſhe may not yet enter here. Come to 
the great hall of the palace, and you mall there 
find her.” 


The princeſs ran thither to meet the arrival of 


her huſband and her dear protectreſs; the bird fol- 


lowed ; the three lovers embraced. It is impoſ- 


ſible to deſcribe their tranſports. The thought 


that they were now-re-united, never to be more 
divide.» ſeemed to have raiſed them to the higheſt 
pitch of happineſs. 

Another ſcene of; Joy and gratitude paſſed npon 


a table, where Simouſtapha had laid the Koran. 


The two birds had each left its cage, and had 
flown to meet each other upon the holy book. Af- 
ter reſpectful ſalutations with their bill and wings, 
they gave the tendereſt mutual careſſes. Sudden- 
Iy.theſmall bird, which Setelpedour had given tothe 
caliph's daughter, and which not having been ad- 
mitted into the garden, yet remained in the caſtle, 


—2pproached his parents, and, although he durſt. 


not reſt upon the Koran, pit ched upon the table, 
till its father and mother ſhould invite him to them- 
ſelves. They aſſiſted him to get upon the book; ca- 
reſſed him * the little bird exclaimed in his own 
language, which had hitherto been very indiſtinct, 

„% Truth ! Truth ! Tb ſolè Truth!“ The curſe 
pronounced againſt him; had been removed, and 
now that he was inſtructed by his father and mo- 
ther, and had become a belieyer like them, he en- 


tered upon the enjoyment of all the privileges of 


the birds of paradiſe. This little intereſting ſcene 
drew the pleaſed attention of our lovers. But it 
was time that they ſhould begin to ſpeak of their 
Own private concerns. 
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Setelpedour related to Ilſetilſone the circum- 
ſtances of her abdication, and the valour of the 
hero, who had defended her againſt the menaces of 
Bahliſpoull. The remembrance of that ſcene gave 
new animation to her looks ; her face n to 


be irradiated witli glory. 


Ilſetilſone begged her new companion to ſhare 


with her the pleaſures of the palace- garden. 


„ Dear princeſs,” replied Setelpedour, neither 
you nor Simouſtapha can open to me the gates of 
that bliſsful retreat. Even the wife of Simouſta- 
pha may not enter it, unleſs the vicar of God up- 


on earth, the great caliph Haroun-Alraſchid ſhall 


have adopted her for his daughter, and thus admit- 
ted her to a participation of the peculiar privi- 


leges of his family. To Simouſtapha I owe the 


happineſs of becoming a Muſſulman. It remains 
with you, to uſe all proper means to complete the 
converſion of ker who wasia queen among idols, 
that ſhe may henceforth become the ſlave of God, 
and the apoſtle of the deſtroyer of idols. I will 
meditate upon the ſacred book, from which ] have 
hitherto. turned away my eyes. The angelic voice 
of the bird will be my interpreter. Return you 
to the parents whoſe delight you are, and to the 
children who are impatiently expecting you, and 


ſtretching out their little arms to receive you. 


Speak of me to the caliph, tell him that Setelpe- 


. dour languiſhes, like a vine torn from the elm, 


round which it was entwined, till ſhe ean become 


the wife of Simouſtapha: that the Indian prince 


may marry none, but an acknowledged daughter 


of the commander of the faithful. She will count 


herſelf highly honoured in obtaining this appel- 
lation; although ſhe muſt always be much inferi- 
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pered, © Madam, Simouſtapha and Setelpedour are 
coming, But you cannot receive the queen in the 
garden, for {he may not yet enter here. Come to 
the great hall of the palace, and you thall there 
find her.” | | 

The princeſs ran thither to meet the arrival of 
her huſband and her dear protectreſs; the bird fol- 
lowed ; the three lovers embraced. It is impoſ- 
ſible to deſcribe their tranſports. The thought 
that they were now -re-united, never to be more 
divide» ſeemed to have raiſed them to the higheſt 
pitch of happineſs. 
Another ſcene of joy and gratitude paſſed upon 
a table, where Simouſtapha had laid the Koran. 
The two birds had each left its cage, and had 
flown to meet each other upon the holy book. Af- 
ter reſpectful ſalutations with their bill and wings, 
they gave the tendereſt mutual careſſes. Sudden- 
Iy.theſmall bird, which Setelpedour had given tothe 
caliph's daughter, and which not having been ad- 
mitted into the garden, yet remained in the caſtle, 
—2pproached his parents, ard, although he durſt. 
not reſt upon the Koran, pitched upon the table, 
till its father and mother ſhould invite him to them- 
ſelves. They aſſiſted him to get upon the book, ca- 
reſſed him and the little bird exclaimed in his own 
language, which had hitherto been very indiſtinct, 
& Truth ! Truth ! Tb ſole Truth!“ The curſe 
pronounced againſt him; had been removed, and 
now that he was inſtructed by his father and mo- 
ther, and had become a believer like them, he en- 
tered upon the enjoyment of all the privileges of 
the birds of paradiſe. This little intereſting ſcene 
drew the pleaſed attention of our lovers. But it 
was time that they ſhould begin to ſpeak of their 
Own private concerns. | 

Setelpedour 
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Setelpedour related to Ilfetilfone the circum- 
ſtances of her abdication, and the valour of the 
hero, who had defended her againft the menaces of 
Bahliſboull. The remembrance of that ſcene gave 

new animation to her looks ; her face appeared to 


be irradiated witli glory. 


Ilſetilſone begged her new companion to ſhare 
with her the pleaſures of the palace-garden. 
„ Dear princeſs,” replied Setelpedour, neither 
you nor Simouſtapha can open to me the gates of 
that bliſsful retreat. Even the wife of Simouſta- 
pha may not enter it, unleſs the vicar of God up- 
on earth, the great caliph Haroun-Alraſchid ſhall 
have adopted her for his daughter, and thus admit- 
ted her to a participation of the peculiar privi- 
leges of his family. To Simouſtapha I owe the 

happineſs of becoming a Muſſulman. It remains 
with you, to uſe all proper means to complete the 
converſion of ker WhO was a queen among idols, 
that ſhe may henceforth become the ſlave of God, 
and the apoſtle of the deſtroyer of idols. I will 
meditate upon the ſacred book, from which ] have 
hitherto turned away my eyes. The angelic voice 
of the bird will be my interpreter. Return you 
to the parents whoſe delight you are, and to the 
children who are impatiently expecting you, and 
ſtretching out their little arms to receive you. 
Speak of me to the caliph, tell him that Setelpe- 
. dour languiſnes, like a vine torn from the elm, 

round which it was entwined, till ſhe can become 
the wife of Simouſtapha: that the Indian prince 
may marry none, but an acknowledged daughter 
of the commander of the faithful. She will count 
herſelf highly honoured in obtaining this appel- 
lation; — ſhe muſt en be much inferi- 
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or in virtue and in charms to the amiable IIſetil- 
ſone. N 
Great queen,“ replied the princeſs, * I fall 
at: your feet. I am no longer a queen,” ſaid 
Setelpedour, raiſing her; my throne will hence- 
forth be in your heart, and in Simouſtapha's.” 
Theſe declarations were ſealed with the tendereſt 
careſſes, among the three lovers, at fight of which, 
the yung bird was greatly pleaſed, and cried 
& Encore / Encore ! Encore!” At length Simou- 
ſtapha and Ilſetilſone ſet out for Bagdad, with the 
ſame train who had attended them hither. After 


their return to the palace, their firſt care was to 


entertain Haroun and Zobeide, with the ſtory of 
the wonders they had feen, and the ſentiments 
which they had felt. 

The geaerous princeſs perſuaded her father to a- 
dopt Setelpedour for his daughter, that ſhe might 
become the wife of Simouſtapha. Zobeide could 


not well enter into her daughter's turn of thinking, 


who ſeemed thus to ſolicit a rival, of whom ſhe 
might rather have been afraid. Ah! madam,” 
faid Ilſetilſone, „a women who loves Simouſta- 
pha as much as I do, Cannot be my rival; the will 
only aid me to promote his happineſs.” | 
The caliph, more enlightened than Zobeide, rea- 
dily comprehended the reaſons for his daughter's 
requeſt. Having, hefides, the higheſt eſteem for 
Setelpedour's character, he determined to repair to 
Caſſer-il-Harais as ſoon as ever the buſineſs of the 
ſtate would permit. | 
In the mean time Setelpedour began to prepare 
her mind for embracing the law of the holy pro- 
phet. She ſought to enlighten her underſtanding 
with ſure principles, of which ſhe had hitherto 
been ignorant; ſhe moderated her lofty overbear- 
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ing ſpirit ; ſhe was already generous and benefi- 


cent, but now ſought to acquire a ſimpler and pur- | 


er virtue, which diſdains all intereſted motives, and 
baniſhes that ſelf-love, which is fo injurious to ſo- 
clety,—the virtue of charity. Charity exerts it- 
ſelf towards many objects, and employs a great 


variety of means: barely to open the hand, is of- 


ten to beſtow-a great deal. 
etelpedour had withdrawn Bakbak, and her 


nephew Jazzel, from the wrath of the genies. _ 


But what was to become of theſe ſtrangers upon 
earth, excluded from Ginniſtan, rejected of hea- 
ven? She reſolved to put them under the ſame 
protection with herſelf. The old woman ſeeing 
the queen always reading, obſerved ; it is the 
Koran you read, Madam.” —““ Yes, Bakbak ; I 
with you could likewiſe read it. Do you and 
your nephew wiſh to know, and to receive the 
truths which it contains? . No body is fonder 
of truth, than I. I have hurt my reputation by 
ſeeking it every where, and ſpeaking it from night 
to morning. I never ſuffered any one to diſpute 
it with me. It is true, that, in what is called truth, 
much may always be ſaid on both ſides; but one 
needs only to ſay, what may be ſaid on both ſides, 
and then all is told.“ Can you read, Bakbak ? 

— Yes,” Madam, if the writing be not too 
ſmall.” With this ſhe caſt her eyes upon the firſt 


Page. 


The language of Gioniftan is well known to 


have greatly declined from its original purity. 
The Arabic ſpoken there is corrupt; and it was, 
to be ſure, a very corrupt dialect that the old wo- 
man uſed. Setelpedour took the trouble of mak. 


ing her ſpell all the letters in the firſt line. There | 


2 but one God, and Mahomet is His prophet. 
VOL. II. O When 
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When Bakbak had got theſe words by heart, 
« Ah! How fine,” xtied ſhe, they ſhall hear me 
fpcak ; I ſhall make a noiſe I warrant them. In 
an anti-chamber below, are thoſe two raſcall” ge- 
vies of the book and the ring, walking about in 
a melancholy mod, with their arms croſſed over 
their breaſts, and who have never looked into a 
book ; ah ! let me talk to them. Let us ſee, 
let us read it over together. T here is only one. 

Oh! Well ſaid. T here is only one 
Very well! I will keep them all the day to their 
taſk, till they learn to read it with me.” Setel- 
pedour {miled at the gnome's zeal ; the latter went 
down to the anti-chamber. - 

„ Come hither ! Come hither, miſcreants ! who 


love devils, only becauſe ye are two of them your- 


ſelves! Here is the book which rendered our 
queen ſo great, ſo good, ſo gentle, «nd at the fame 
ſo formidable, that all the genies wondered at her, 
and in full day were ſuddenly wrapped in dark- 
neſs. See how It is written. The quill was pul- 
led from an angel's wing! You could never have 
furniſhed the like, you bats that you are! and 
the ink was made, from the jet of the raven's eye, 
that came firſt out of Noalt's ark. But all this is 
nothing at all. Lou muſt read like me every 
word that is written. There is There ts 
but one God. One God only—— And Mahomet 
2s 10 his prophet. What have you to ſay to 
that, you ſad dogs, that you are? You have ne- 
ver done any thing to purpoſe; you may chuſe 
to go on as you have done; yet think, what muſt 
happen at the laſt ; for as this book ſays, T here ts 


only one God, od one Mahomet, that are pro- 
poets,” 


| Jemal 
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Jemal, who was abſorbed in gloomy reflections | 


on his preſent fitua#or, and on the Rate of inſig- 
nificancy, in which he muſt live, in conſequence of 
the queen” s abdication of her power, inſtead of 
giving any direct anſwer to the old woman, only 
replied; „1 find you are greatly failed, ſince your 
coming hither; you have done wrong to forget 
your falſe teeth.” 

% fail!“ replied ſne, what dees the jackan- 
apes ſay ? It well becomes thee truely to ſpeak of 


falſe, thou who haſt nothing of thine own about 


thee, not even that viſage of thine. Beware, for, 
if I once curſe thee, thou ſhalt become Kauſſak 
again, and ſhalt go on in thine evil courſes. But 
think that theſe muſt have an end one day or 
another, ſince if God is God, Mahomet is his 
prophet.” 80 ſaying, Bakbak carried back the 
book. 

„Well!“ ſaid Setelpedour, eve you effected 
a converſion ?”—+ Oh ! madam,” replied the old 
woman, © I cannot bring thoſe fools te hear rea- 
ſon: It was in vain that I repeated to them, 
There is only one prophet, and one Mahomet who 
2% God. — Stay Bakbak, you are abuſing the 
language of the Koran, There is only one God, 
and Muhomet is his prophet.” 


This converſation was interrupted by the en- 


trance of an agreeable viſitor, the charming Si- 


mouſtapha on horſeback. He had left Bagdad 


in the morning, before any perſon could be ready 
to attend him. He found Setelpedour with her 
book and her birds. She learned from him, with 
a degree of ſatisfaction, which appeared by the 
bluſhes that overſpread her countenance, that the 
caliph purpoſed to acknowledge her for his daugh- 
ter; Ifetilfone to receive her as her ſiſter; and 
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they both to make her the wife of the happy 
bearer of ſuch agreeable news. 

They aſked the birds, whether any thing was 
likely to ariſe, to diſconcert the intended marriage. 


Setelpedour's bird replied, that ſhe had gone to 


Ginniſtan of purpoſe to favour it. He of the tree 
ſaid, that the happy accompliſhment of the mar- 
riage would make ſufficient amends to him, for 
the long time he had been deprived of his wife. — 
Their ſon ſaid, with a very clear and diſtin arti- 


culation, that a marriage, which contributed ſo 


much to his felicity, could not be other than hap- 
Py. The lovers made them repent theſe things an 
hundred times. 

Simouſtapha was ſoon obliged to leave Caſſer- 
1l-Harats. Love and duty recalled him to Bagdad, 
where he paſſed another month before the wiſhes of 

Setelpedour were accompliſhed. 

However, the deſired period came at length.— 
The caliph, with his wife and daughter, ſet out 
for their country-ſeat, attended by four thouſand 
gentlemen on horſeback, with twenty thouſand 


cavalry, preceded by inſtruments of military mu- 


fic, and with all the pomp befitting the important 
purpoſe upon which they went. 

On the morning of the laſt day of their j journey, 
Simouſtapha puſhed forwards to give Setelpedour 


previous notice of this viſit, which ſhe was juſt 


about to receive. The charming queen went cut 
to the outer court of the palace to receive her il- 
luſtrious gueſts, and was honoured with their ho- 


mage before ſhe could prevent it. Her beauty 


aſtoniſhed the caliph, alarmed Zobeide, charmed 


Ilſetilſone and Simouſtapha, and formed the ad- 


miration of the commander of the faithful's court. 
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We need not dwell upon a deſcription of the 
ceremonies or feſtivals on this great occaſion. All 
the expences were defrayed out of the caliph's 
treaſury. The fruits of the garden formed the 
choiceſt delicacies of the entertainment. We need 


not detail the ceremonies performed by the mufti, 
or the perplexities of the people of the law, nor 


deſcribe the felicity of a marriage, which, for the 
firſt time, united three tender and faithful hearts. 
Neither muſt we extend our reflections upon the 
mutual happineſs of the caliph's houſehold, the 
Indian prince, and the inhabitants of Caſſer-il-Ha- 
rais. We have been ſo led away by the variety 
and ale ey of events which we have had to 
relate, and by the vaſt extent of ſpace which we 
have had to traverſe, that we have abſolutely loft 
fight of time, who regulates all here below. Let 
us turn now to objects on which he impreſſed ſuch 
plain marks, that, while we ſee theſe, we cannot 
poilibly be niflaken with regard to his progreſs. 

Haroun Alraſchid's beard was, by this time, 
become much more venerable. His features ſtill 
retained all their animation, but his auguſt brow 
was by this time furrowed with deep wrinkles.— 
For the laſt ten years he had diſcontinued his noc- 
turnal rambles through Bagdad, by which he had 
before obtained fo much information concerning 
the conduct of his miniſters, and the proper means 
to be uſed in promoting the happineſs of his ſub- 
jects. However, while he faw the angel of death 
approaching with haſty fteps, he had at the ſame 
time the pleaſure of feeing himſelf revived in his 
amiable poſterity. 

At ten years of age, his grandfon Haroun-Ben- 
Alraſchid poſſeſſed all thoſe perfections which we 
have admired 1 in the prince of India and his Wife. 
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He had other progeny alſo in whom he was little 
leſs intereſted, to afford conſolation to his old age ; 
and, by his adopted daughter, he had ſoon another 
grandſon, a little Simouſtapha, as lovely as his fa- 
ther. 

But all parents were not equally happy. The 
father of the Indian prince, inſtead of participating 
the felicity of the caliph, believed himſelf unfortun- 
ate, and his wife ſhared his diſtreſs. Twelve years 
had paſſed, ſince they had laſt ſeen their dear ſon, 
who was their only hope. Happily for them, the 
roſe-buſh, which Benalab had left them, had not 
withered. It had flourithed ſtill more nad more, 


and had continued to ſpread out new beauties,— 


This ſhrub ſerved to conſole them in the abſence 
of their ſon, and, as it was a pledge of his proſpe- 


rity, it kept them in conſtant expeQation of his 
return. 


Simouſtapha had been 3 to acquaint 


them with his projects, while the ſucceſs was 
doubtful; fearing that they might have interfered 
to prevent him from proſecuting them. When 
he had ſucceeded to the height of his wiſhes, he 
delayed, from day to day to, ſend them notice of 
the ſtate of his affairs; and, although aſhamed of 
his fault, unaccountably perſiſted in it. How dan- 
gerous is it, to put any thing off till to-morrow ! 
However, a time at laſt came when the filence of 
Simouſtapha left his family to be overpowered 
with affliftion. The inſtant Setelpedour ſubmitted 
to the law of the great prophet, and finally abjured 
that of Kokopileſobe, all her enchantments, and all 
that had been performed in her name were deſtroy- 
ed. The king of India's beautiful roſe-buſh with- 
ered, the inhabitants of his palace were overwhelm- 
ed with the deepeſt diſtreſs, and aſſumed the garb. gf 

| mourning. 
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mourning. The death of the "ow pair was like- 


ly ſoon to enſue. 

A bird, which was the courier of ſome beneficent 
ſpirits, coming from India, paſſed over Caſſer-il- 
Harais. He told this news to the birds of para- 


diſe. The bird that has been mentioned as ſeated 


on the celebrated tree, ſaid to his mate; “ go, 

bring me from the apartment occupied by the 
princeſs, a very ſmall glaſs, which thou muſt fill 
with water, from the pond in the garden. The 
glaſs you muſt tie about my neck with a bit of 
ribbon ; I am going to India ; our fon muſt accom- 
pany me; ifit be aſked where weare, tell that I have 
taken my ſon upon the tree to inſtruct him.” 


The good little female did as the was bidden. A- 


way flew the birds, with all ſpeed. Simouſtapha's 


parents when they aroſe next day, found the roſe- 


buſh renewed, and more beautiful than ever. It 
was adorned with a new branch, which ſeemed to 
grow out from the former. The two branches 
united, and it could, hardly be diſcerned, which 
of the two ſupported the pretty flowers that cov- 
ered them. | 
This prodigy revived their hopes. The king 
and queen of India ſent for their aſtrologers, te 
explain the wonderful phenomenon of the deca 


and the ſudden renewal of the roſe-buſh. Thoſe 
ſages, without heſitation, declared, that the prince's 


life had indeed been in the greateſt danger, but 
had happily been preſerved. All the roſes with 


which the ſhrub was decorated they repreſented as 


fo many virtues and accompliſhments, which he 
had ſucceſſively acquired; onę virtue ſeemed to 
give birth to another, and thus were thoſe fortun- 


ate acquiſitions: intermingled ; ſuch was their ac- ... 


count of the double branches. FROG they Enew not 
better 
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better to which of all his good qualities the fruits 
thoſe branches had produced, ſhould be aſcribed. 

All theſe interpretations, which ſeemed to be no 
leſs clear than juſt, agreed perfectly with the firit 
horoſcope, that had been drawn at the birth of 
our great prince Simouſtapha, who was one day 
to become a model of an accompliſhed monarch, 

worthy of the imitation of all the ſovereigns up- 
on earth. What a comfort this myſterious em- 
blem of the roſe-buſh | Ah! how greatly was the 
reality above even this magic repreſentation ! _. 

The king of India and his wife, weary of ſend- 
ing fruitleſs embaſhes through the four quarters 
of the world, in ſearch of their fon ; determined, 
at laſt, to ſet out themſelves upon the ſame errand, 
as they made no doubt, that he was ſtill alive in 
ſome region or other. 

Should any perſon diſpoſed to cenſure ſhew ſar- 
priſe or diſapprobation at Simouſtapha's extraordi- | 
nary filence, to a family which muſt have been dear 2 
to him, and at the obſtinacy, with which fate, con- - 
tinued to fruſtrate all their endeavours to diſcover 
him: it is to be obſerved, reſpeCting theſe circum- 
flances, that, if the Indian prince had made himſelf 
more generally known, he might have been recal- 
led into his father's dominions, before his marriage 
with Ilſetilſone; that Setelpedour, ſo worthy of a 
better fate, might have remained queen of the ab- 
horred Ginniſtan; and here we cannot but won- 
der, that divine wiſdom ſhould choofe to accomp- 
liſn its important decrees by the blind and unde- 
ſigned actions of men. 

At Bagdad and Cafler-it-Harais all was ſtill 
proſperity and happineſs. The ſenſible Zobeide 
forming now a much truer, and more favourable, 
judgment of her daughter's * ſince wo 
had 
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bad ſhared the heart of Simouſtapha with Setelpe- 
dour, at laft agreed that the union of one man 
with two women, might be productive of great 
happineſs to all the three, provided that one of the 
ladies were a fairy. 

This domeſtic happineſs was, however, to be in- 
terrupted by a rumour of war. News was brought 
from Baſſora that a fleet of innumerable ſhips 
was threatening a deſcent upon the coaſt. The 
caliph conjectured that they might be the infidels 
coming to revenge themſelves, for their defeat be- 
fore Damaſcus, and ordered a muſter of ſoldiers 
throughout his empire. Two hundred thouſand 
men were to march to the aid of Baſſora, and any 
other cities, that might be attacked. Of theſe Si- 
mouſtapha took the command. 

The army aſſembled and began their march. 
They ſoon arrived at Baſſora. Fortifications were 


raiſed wherever it was poſſible for the enemy to 


land. The direction in which the fleet failed was 


carefully obſerved. The winds ſeemed to favour 


its approach to the land; and the whole might 
poſſibly. anchor in the road of Baſſora. The veſ- 
ſels, of which it conſiſted, bore a formidable aſpect, 
yet they had not hitherto committed any act of 
hoſtility ; the fiſhing-boats had not been ſeized or 
interrupted by them; and it ſeemed evident, that 


they were not infidel. IVEY hoiſted the flag of 


India. 

At this fignal the heart of Simouſtapha felt an 
emotion. A ſhallop was diſpatched from the lar- 
gelt ſhip in the fleet, and rowed to land. Simou- 
ſtapha, with his young ſon Haroun, went out in 
one of his own to meet the Indian ſhallop. When 
the two veſſels were within hearing of each other, 
an Indian officer demanded permiſſion to land at Baſ- 

ſora ; 
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ſora; repreſenting, that the King of India, who was 
on board one of the ſhips of the fleet, was in ſearch 
ef his ſon Simouſtapha, and wiſhed to pay his com- 
pliments to his friend and ally caliph Haroun Al- 
raſchid. He at the ſame time mentioned, that the 
Indian mouarch was accompanied by his queen. 

Simouſtapha endeavoured to command his joy, 
and refrained from tears; * return to the ſhip,” 
ſaid he to the officer, „I ſhall come on board 
and accompany you.” He at the ſame time or- 
dered his ſon to prepare the caliph's ſhallop with- 
out delay, and with it all the others in the har- 
bour. He then went into the Indian boat, and 
was conveyed to the ſhip from whence it had 
been diſpatched. | 

The king of India was in the mean time e | 
ving what was paſſing in the interview between 
the ſhallops. He ſaw a warrior in bright armour 
enter that which was returning. Some of his ſer- 
vants were ready with ladders to aſſiſt that war- 
rior to come on board, and the King himſelf waited 
on the deck to receive him. 

Simouſtapha, before he was known, had thrown 
himſelf at his father's feet, and bathed them with 
his tears. The monarch, aſtoniſhed at ſuch ready 
homage in a ſtrange land, raiſed the man who was 
thus proſtrated before him. The profuſion of 
tears which covered the countenance of the youth 
could not hinder the father from recollecting fea- 
' tures which he ſo well knew, and ſo dearly loved. 
Nature ſpoke within him. The ſurpriſe was too® 
great for the ſtrength of his ſenſes. He ſtaggered 
and fell againſt the maſt of the ſhip, crying out, 

He is my ſon.” 

This expreſſion, and the accident with which it 
was accompanied, called up the queen. She em- 


braced 
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braced her fon and huſband, and mingled her tears 
with theirs. They all three experienced the 
ſweeteſt ſenſations of nature. 

Theſe feelings were enlivened by the fight of 
the young and charming Haroun, who ſoon arriv- 
ed, He was now eleven years of age, and was 
clad in complete armour ; innocence aud grace 
marked his figure, he was conducted on board by 
the chief officer of the Muſſulman army, and ſoon 


found himſelf in the arms of thoſe of whom Si- 


mouſtapha had ſo often eee Who can deſeribe 
the joy of the happy family? The king of India 
landed at Baſſora, the caliph was relieved from his 


uneaſineſs reſpecting the fleet, and the hopes of 


ſeeing his ancient friends cheered his old days. 
The news was carried to Caſſer-il-Harais. The 


princeſſes and their children felt the higheſt ſatiſ- 


faction. Even the birds ſeemed to ſhare in the 
general joy. _ 

The caliph's army was cifmaiihd; The monarch 
of India's fleet remained at Baſſora. He himſelf 


was conducted by his ſon to Bagdad, under an e- 


ſcort of four thouſand gentlemen on horſeback, 


and the caliph came out to meet them, with a 


ſplendid train. The two monarchs were ſoon to- 
gether. 


Bagdad aſſumed a'new appearance. The Indian 


monarch entered that city through triumphal ar- 


ches. The caliph diſplayed all his power and 
magnificence in giving a noble reception to his 
friend and ally. The moſt ſolemn acts of religi- 
on conferred a degree of ſanctity upon the ceremo- 
nies that were now celebrated, and N rejoic- 
ings crowned the whole. 

The king and queen of India had yet one inter- 


eſting journey to make, This was to Caſſer-il- 


Harais, 
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Harais, where were the two princeſſes, Simouſta- 


pha's wives, with their charming family. : 
The caliph ordered preparations for this journey 
to be ſpeedily made, and every thing was conduc- 
ted, upon this occation, with no leſs ſplendor than 
had been diſplayed in their reception in Bagdad. 
The princeſſes received previous notice of the ap- 
proach of their royal viſitants; and it was not 
long, till they perceived the flags of the caliph and 
the King of India, waving in the air. Couriers 
had gone before the van-guard. The compan 
| ſoon atrived, and thoſe two families had the de- 
light of indulging mutuaily in the moſt pleafing 
Aline of natural affection. The queen of In- 
dia now recogniſed, with inexpreſſible pleaſure, 
all the flowers of the firſt roſe-buſh, viewed them 
again and again, and, with the rendonnlt fondneſs, 
preſſed them to her boſom. After a ſumptuous 
repaſt, they entered the enchanted garden, where 
an entertainment, no leſs raviſhing than unexpected, 
waited for them. By order of the three birds of 
paradiſe, all the reſt were aſſembled, and joined in 
one melodious concert. Sometimes they would 
pitch for a moment on the turf, and exhibit an a- 
nimated parterre. At the hearing of this muiic, 
the gazelles and other little animals, ſeemed to leap 
about in correſpondent meaſures, ſo as to form a 
raſtic dance. The ſilver fiſhes in the ponds, riſing 
from the ſandy bottom, reflected, from their party- 
coloured ſcales, the glittering radiance of the ſun. 
The water ſeemed a liquid rain-bow, the varied 
ſhades of which charmed the eye. Our loyers 
wandered through thoſe delightful bowers, talked 
of their happineſs, and ſhared all the * of 
virtuous love. 
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ſtapha, pauſed a moment. 
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But it was now time that the king of India 
ſhould communicate to his ſubjects the ſucceſs of 
his voyage. He was to carry with him Simouſta- 
pha with his two wives. But the caliph would 
retain young Haroun-Ben-Alraſchid, to whom he 


gave in marriage the only daughter of a ſon whom | 


the commander of the faithful had loſt, in conſe- 


quence of which the young prince was . 
his ſucceſſor. 


Simouſtapha, IIſetilſone, and Setelpedour were 
now to embark with their family for India. They 
parted with tears from young Haroun. He . ac- 


companied his parents to the ſhore, and, after em- 


bracing them, ſaid to his father, Raiſe an army,” 


father; I ſhall aſk one from the caliph : and 


we will together ſubdue and convert all the inft- 


dels. I ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing you a- 


gain; I will bring with me my k little wife Vali- 
de. We ſhall ſee one another, embrace one ano- 


ther ; I ſhall careſs m . mother and ſiſters, and we 
ſhall all be happy.” 


The ſhips had now ſailed out of the Perſian 


. Gulph ; a fair wind carried them ſoon and ſafely 
to the ſhores of India. They were received by the 


people with every demonſtration of the higheſt 
joy. Setelpedour there found peace and happineſs 
greatly preferable to all the crowns of Ginniſtan; 
and Simouſtapha reaped the full fruits of thoſe vir- 


tues which the Perſian philoſopher had firſt im- 
planted in his heart, 


Scheherazade having ended the 8 of Simon- 


“ Is this all your 
ſtory ?” ſaid the Sultan. I have been greatly in- 


203.42: * tereſted 
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tereſted in it, eſpecially in ſo far as the birds were 
concerned, I am not a little diſappointed that 
they did not all three ſet out for India; where they 
might have contributed greatly to keep peace in the 
family: my fancy would be to have thoſe birds: 
you have told me of a fiſherman who wiſhed to fiſh 
with filken nets. I, for my part, ſhould like to 
go cut a-hunting thoſe birds of paradiſe with nets 
of.ſeed-pearls.” 

+ You might find that a dangerous fancy to try, 
O magnanimous Sultan,” rephed Schiherazade ; 
„ the birds of paradiſe are not to be ſo eafily en- 
ſnared; you might thus, indeed, take thoſe of Gin- 
niſtan, which to you would ſeem as beautiful, but 
which, within as well as without, are alt perfidy 
and falſe ſemblance. As it is not yet day-break, I 
might tell your highneſs the ſtory of Alibengiad, 
Sultan cf Herak, which is ſhort but tragical; and 
might ſuggeſt to you to beware of any intercourſe 
with thoſe marvellous birds.” —* I ſhall hear it 
with pleaſure,” rephed the Sultan. Scheherazade 
proceeded thus. | 
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Story of ALIBENGIAD and the FALSE BIRDS Y 
PARADISE. 


LIBENGIAD, Sultan of Herak, and a deſcend- 
ant of Ali, made war on caliph Moawias. 

He ſought to enſnare the caliph by enticing him 
into a ſtrait between heights of which he was 
himſelf maſter. Moawias led his army flowly on, 
ſo as to make the e believe, that he had no I 
ſuſpicion I 
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fulgicioh of the Ae employed NO" him. 
But Alibengiad was ſoon defeated, his army cut 
in pieces, and himfelf made priſoner He was 
confined in a fortreſs upon the- Aggiala, ſome 
leagues from Caſſer-il-Harais. This priſoner, be- 
ing a man of a bad heart, had been a curſe to his 
ſubjects during his reign, and now wanted firmneſs 
of mind to ſupport his own misfortune. His time 
was ſpent between tranſports of paſſion, and fits of 
weak deſpondency. His only ſociety was an eu- 
nuch fifteen years of age, who had been ſhut up 
with him, and with whom he uſed often to hold 
the fillieft and moſt childiſh converſation. ' He 
expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that ſuch a man as Moawi- 
as, who paſled his time in praying, ſhould, in war, 
be able to take ſuch. ſudden ſteps for diſconcerting 
his enemies, and ſhould foreſee their deſigns wich- 
out ſeeming to have enquired after them. 

& Our caliph,” ſaid the eunuch, needs not to 
employ ſo many ſpies, or to take ſo much pains. 
When informed that enemies are &bming againſt 
him, he mounts his camel, taking with him ſome 
ſmall ſupply of proviſions ; his bird of paradiſe 
goes before him, and acquaints him with thoſe cir- 
cumſtances where the enemy lies open to an attack, 
their ſtratagems, and all their manceuvres.” —— 
«© What bird is that?” ſaid Alibengiad.—* Have 
you never heard,“ replied the eunuch, of the 
birds in the gardens of Caſſer-il-Harais, not far 
from this? They were firſt placed in that garden 
by Mahomet, nor do they ever leave it, except on 
ſome errand in the ſervice: of the prophet. There 


is much talk of thera in the palace, becauſe the 
women have feen them. Thoſe birds are ſaints.. 
They are perfectly acquainted with the Koran, and. 
ſpeak very diſtinctly. They are ſaid to be cap- 
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able of doing almoſt any thing. IJ have heard an 
hundred ftories of them, ſo that I have often even 
dreamed of them; but, unleſs in a dream, I never 
ſaw them. They have a moſt beautiful appear- 
ance when moving through the air; one would 
think it a parcel of green filk flying, fo light and 
fine are their feathers. | 

Our great caliph has certainly one who al- 
ways ſerves and ſpeaks to him, although neither 
Teen nor heard by any perſon elſe ; and he accord- 
ingly knows all that is done in the palace. We 
had a black among us, who ſaid he had one of 
theſe birds, who helped him to recover whatever 
was loſt ; but his bird did net hinder him from 
drowning himſelf in the Ilfara.” - 

The folly and extravagance of the Sultan, which 
were great enough before, were raiſed to a ſtill 
higher pitch, by the account of theſe wonders, and 
others with which the eunuch was conſtautly en- 
tertaining him. If I had a bird,” ſaid he to 
- himſelf, * ſuch as Moawias has, it might help 
me to eſcape from this confinement. I might, by 
its aid, recover my own dominions. I ſhould 
raiſe an army, and come againſt the caliph ; our 
power, conſiſting in advantages natural and mira- 
culous, N thus be balanced, and we ſhould ſee 
which of us two was to have the victory. Cafler- 
1l-Harais is not far from this. If I could make 
them hear me, I might perſuade one of the winged 
inhabitants of that garden to come to my help.— 
Come] come come to me!“ cried the Sultan 
in the heat of his fancy. * Come, celejtial and 
powerful birds! The throne of Herak, and the 
205% fe empire that A; can conquer ſhall be your 
cage. 
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Alibengiad was fo full of this idea, that 
he forgot his evening and morning prayers, in 
which, although a heretic, he had hitherto been 

very exact. But the marvellous birds now occu- 
pied all his thoughts, and he addreſſed his vows to 
none but them. I ſaw one of them, laſt night,” 

: ſaid the eunuch to him one morning; and I 
; thought in my dream that it ſpoke to me.” 
5 „Ah! happy thou,” replied the Sultan; % would 

2 give half my. blood only to ſee them in a dream. 

P When night came, this thought kept the Sultan 
awake, which was not the. way to have the 

dream that he wiſned. But at midnight he heard | 
a ſudden tapping at his window, which was on 4 
the outſide about. an hundred and twenty feet - 
high. He looked and ſaw the window illumin- | 
ated as if it had been day. He examined it care- 
fully, and ſaw a beautiful bird perched on the 
= grating. without. 

I At this fight, Alibengiad was raviſhed with j joy 
2 and ſurpriſe. He invited the bird to come in.— 
% No,” ſaid the wonderful animal; but with ſuch 
diſtinct articulation, that it ſeemed to whiſper in 
his eãr; zf, However, thou art. curious to have 
me, we may make our terms.” After uttering 
theſe few words, the ſplendid bird diſappeared z and 
Alibengiad ſuppoſed himſelf on the point of be- 
coming one of the happieſt of men. 

The eunuch had been aſleep, and had ſeen or 
heard nothing of all this. Alibengiad acquainted 
him with his good fortune. Next night they 
kept both upon the watch, but had only the plea- 
ſure of paſſing a ſleepleſs night. Several days paſ- 
ſed in the fame ſtate of impatience and watchful-- 
neſs. At laſt, the bird appeared again at mid- 
night. I was inclined to you,” ſaid he to the 
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Sultan, by my on private ſentiments, às well 
as attracted by your prayers, which I heard in the 
garden of Caſſer-il-Harais. I have now obtaineil 
permiſſion to ſpeak with you. Are you willing 
that we make a mutual agreement? „ With all 
my heart, "rephed TE: $6 - xy: _ 
and let me in.? 

The Sultan aroſe. Stand in the! middle of 
the room, faid the bird, and repeat, word for 
word, after me, what I am going to fay. Open, 
obamber, order thee in the name "of Mahomet.-— 
Bird, come in to me,; I commund thee, in the name of 


tbe God of the earth Alibengiad, quite trant- 
ported, repeated thoſe words, and the bird imme- 
ately perched on his ſhoulder. The blaze of 


light, which furrounded him; illuminated the 
chamber; the eunuch Was I and 125 pro- 
trate on the ground. 

What wouldſt 3 3 of 0 faid the 
bird, and of the maſter towhom I belong ?” De- 


liver me from this confinement,” replied the Sultan; 


*'convey me back to Herak ;- re-eſtabliſh me on 
my throne, and. avenge me of Moawias.“ “ All 


this ſhalt be done, but we muſt begin with getting 
out. Order the iron grate, which oppoſes our 


paſſage to fall down, by the name of Mahomet.” 
Alibengiad obeyed without hefitation -. Order me 
in the name of the great God of the earth to make 
thee a chariot, which before next night, may con- 
vey thee within fight of Herak-” Alibengiad full 
of joyful hope gave this new order with pleaſure, 
having already teen the grating of the window dif- 
appear. 
Keep the cap of the turban,” ſaid the bard, 

but give me the muſlin ſaſh, Of it will I make 


_ a chariot to convey thee and the eunuch hence.“ 


1 he 
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The Sultan readily. eomplicd with this demand. 
„Lou ſhall have your chariot inſtantly,” ſaid the 
bird. So ſaying, he took the ſaſh by one end in 


His bill, and carried the whole piece out of the 


window. Almoſt inſtantly after, Alibengiad ſavy 
through the aperture, a very convenient chariot in 
which the bird was yoked by light ribbands of 
crimſon, and filk gold. He advanced boldly to the 
window himſelf, ſtooped to paſs through it, and 


ſeated himſelf in the chariot. ** Within a few 


minutes,” ſaid the bird, . as he put his foot on the 
chariot, thou mult repeat after me the confeſſion 


of faith, which I ſhall dictate.” * Moſt readily re 


plied the Sultan, who was very impatient to be 
gone. If thou faileſt but in one word, thou ſhalt 


plunge into the river Aggiala, there to perform 


thy laſt ablutions. But get into the chariot and 
repeat diſtinctly what I ſhall bid there before thou 
fitteſt down. In the name of the great Kołopilęſobe 
the only God of the earth, I defire to ſet out for 


Hera. What ſayeſt thou then bird,” ſaid 


Alibengiad ; * There is but one God, and Mabomet 
7s his prophet.” | 

Hardly had he uttered theſe words, wha the 
chariot diſſolved, and became muſlin again. The 
bird flew away, a the body of the man havi 
nothing to ſupport it, but the {light ſtuff, fell down 


upon the rocks at the foot of the tower where it 


was waſhed by the river. Yet he eſcaped unhurt, 
for ſo much of the miraculous virtue did there ſtill 


remain in the muſlin of the turban. Alibengiad 


was, however, ſo ſtunned by the fall, that he now 
loſt the ſmall ſhare of common ſenſe which he had 
before poſſeſſed, and fell into a ſtate of fatuity. 


The fiſhermen took him up, and carries bim to 
Moawias. 
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The caliph being informed of the adventure by 
the eunuch who had not as yet ſet his foot upon 
the chariot, when it was diflolved, —confidered the 
unhappy accident which had befallen the Sultan 
of Herak, as a judgment inflicted by the ordination 
of bien, and the will of Mahomet ; and gave 
corporal liberty to him, who by the decree of the 
moſt high had been deprived of freedom and en- 
ergy of mand. 

The eunuch led him about through . as 
an object of curioſity, and ſhewed him to ſtrangers 
in the kans as the Sultan of the bird. Alibengiad 
being now perfectly ſtupid, anſwered only by an 
unmeaning laugh to all queſtions that were put to 
him. 

« Have you done,” ſaid the Sultan to Schehe- 
razade ; © your ſtory is an impertinent one, and the 
more ſo, becauſe you have in more than one place 
addreſſed yourſelf to me.“ Do you think that 
I am wrong 1n the head, becauſe I am fond * | 
birds?“ „ Invincible Sultan,” rephed ſhe 
% Well! Well! This is enough. But remem- 
ber that I will ſuffer no one, to ridicule any of my 
own fancies, and be more diſcreet in the choice of 
your ſtories. If I remember right, there is an- 


other in which mention is made of birds which 
were ſent to the king of Egypt.” ( Your majeſ- 


ty, ſaid Scherazade, no doubt thinks of a nar- 
rative that relates to a very ancient period, long be- 
fore the Koran enlightened. the univerſe. I ſhall 
relate it, if your highneſs pleaſes.” Speak, 


ſaid the Sultan, I ſhall hear you, but remember 


The amiable- Sultana underſtood the hint, 
bowed, and thus proceeded. 
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Story of SINKA&YÞ and Drs two Pieities,” | 


J the times of which I am going to peak, ſire, 


Sinkarib reigned at Niniveh, and over the 


kingdom of Aſffyria. That prince came very 


young to the throne. He was not without vir- 


rues, but the love of pleaſure occaſioned his ne- 
glecting his affairs. Buſineſs was burdenſome to 
him; a miniſter, who could relieve him of the 


weight; might be ſure of governing him. This 
young prince had, happily for himſelf, retained; as 


his grand vizier, fei, who had directed the ad- 


miniſtration of the Aſſyrian government in bis 
father's reign, with equal popularity and ability. 


Of all the men of his age he was the moſt ſkilful 


in every branch of knowledge. His prudence: and 
{teadineſs, the fertility of his mind in expedients, 


and the high reputation which he enjoyed, inſured 


the happineſs of the people, and the ſecurity of 
the ſtate. 


Hicar's wealth was ments. His palace was 
of the extent of a confiderable city. A defire of 
heirs, rather tan miſplaced vanity, had led him to 
eſpouſe one after another, no fewer than ſixty 
wives. To theſe he had built fixty Makſſuras 7, 
in which they lived each by herſelf. He had 
no N by any of N marriages, and un- 


luckily 


+ Makſffura is a ſmall 3 p lace, where: a ſingle wiſe 


lives apart from her rivals, 
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luckily made himſelf more uneaſy at this circum- 
ſtance, than ſo wile a man as he might have been 
expected to do, 

Zefagnia, his firſt wife, who ſtill retained her in- 
fluence over his heart, in vain, exhorted him to re- 
ſignation. Children are not always a bleſſing,“ 
ſaid ſhe, you know that I had a ſiſter who died 


of her grief, occaſioned by the miſconduct of her 


ſon. Submit, my dear Hicar, to a decree by which 
you are perhaps delivered from much uneaſineſs, 
although at firſt view, it has a contrary aſpect 
with regard to you.” Hicar had a high relpect 
for his wife; ſhe was aunt to Sinkarib, and had 
never ſhown any degree of pride, on account of 
the accidental aIvantage of her birth. Her conduct 
had been always blameleſs ; and ſhe had every right 
to his tendernefs and eſteem. Aſhamed of the 
ſtep which he was going to take, he did not in- 
form her, that he had ſent for aſtrologers in order 
to conſult them, concerning the means which he 
ſhould uſe to have a ſon. 

The aftrologers, flattered with the confidence of 
a perſon of his rank, ſoon gave him an anſwer, 
and adviſed him to offer ſacrifice to Bilelſanam or 
Bel, from whom he might expect the bleſſing he 
defited. 

Hicar had been born in the country of Hiram, 


3 had brought thence with him, the knowledge 


of the true God. However, being hurried away, 
by his paſſion for children, he went to find the 
high prieſt of Bilelſanam, and ordered a ſacrifice, 
aſter which he conſulted the oracle. The oracle 
was dumb, and the high prieſt was ſeized with 

terror, and made the v1zier retire. 
Scarcely was he out of the temple, ſcarcely had 
he caſt his eyes on the wonders of nature around, 
when 
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when he felt his heart agitated by remorſe, and 


{aw in its true light, the offence of which he had 
been guilty, againſt the author of the univerſe, by 
placing his confidence in a vain idol. and laviſhing 


upon 1t the adoration and ſacrifices due to the Su- 


preme Being. He raiſed his eyes to heaven.. 
Oh! Sovereign Creator,” cried he, “ Bilel- 
ſanam is mute, and is formed to be fo; he can 
grant nothing, becauſe he has nothing to give. 
But thou, in whoſe hands is Almighty power, who 
haſt hitherto refuſed this requeſt which I have ſo 
often repeated; Oh! hear me this laſt time ! 


Grant me a ſon !?”? 


After this invocation, the vizier caſt his eyes 8 
upon the ground, and croſſing his hands over his 


breaſt, funk back into reflection. Suddenly a ce- 


leſtial voice was hearg. „ Hicar,” ſaid it, © ceaſe 


from thine importunity ; thou ſhalt have no ſon; 
but thou mayeſt adopt Nadan thy ſiſter's ſon.” 
Hicar feturned- to his houſe, and inſtead of 
mentioning to Zefagnia the ſacrifice which he 
had made to the idol, informed her of the order, 
which he thought, he had received from heaven. 
His viftuous ſpouſe was ready to pay due obedi- 
ence to God and her huſband. From that mo- 
ment Nadan became their adopted ſon ; and they 


laviſhed all their care and tenderneſs on him whom 


the moſt High ſeemed to have deſtined to be 
theirs. 

Nadan, the 8 of all nature, was diligent 
and ſtudious, made due returns for the kindneſs 
of Hicar and Zefagnia, and promiſed to exceed the 
hopes which they had conceived of him: his wit 
was quick and piercing: but all his virtues and 
other good qualities were mere ſemblance; he was 
ſuch a maſter in artifice, that whatever he affected 
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to appear, atural unto Toi He was be- 

fidas very. ieferved,.; and, was gonſtantly Keeping a 

Nahe upon 1 without ever once ; unboſoming 
Rl 7 


4 23 4 +1 03 gon Toy 0 THT. 
Spa ing; t0;commir.8 fault,” 
7 „ 6 were it gulgt that I 
nog, how * would * eee In 
| i bim b but too geen DS V 10. 
adan was now near five and 3 and was 

accompliſhed with knowledge of all ſoris, as well 
FE 24 e, killed in affairs of government 
and BY ICT; in Which his, uncle. took a, pleaſure, to 
inf ruct him. 8 ſoul was ſecretly inflamed 
with ob ier bus, _ one {park of that did he 
diſcoyex z io Well did be reſtrain all his paſſions 
that it was never ſuſpected that any 110 them pn 
2 the maſtery over his mind. 0 
Hica, deceived by ſach fair api JeAarances, 5 5 
dehring to paſs the remainder of his days in peace 
and reſt, determined to, alk. - the king; fax leave to 
reſign, and at the ſame, time. to recommend his 
nephew Nadan, for his ſucceſſor, 5 
Sire,“ ſaid he, © fall ſeyen and forty - yearz 
have I now had the honour. of dedicating my ſer- 
vices to your auguſt father and yourſelf. Old age 
brings on frailties and infirmities; I ſeel that I 
am no longer equal to the place which IL ftull oc- 
cupy. Having foreſeen ſeyeral years ago, that a 
time was coming when my ability would no long- 
er keep peace with my zeal, I adopted my ſiſter's 
ſon. I have given him an education, by which 
he is prepared to ſerve your majeſty with credit. 
His natural abilities and diſpoſitions, have happily 
feconded all my views, and IL believe I have form- 


ed in him an able er miniſter, than mæſelf. + Grrathr: 
fully ſenſible as 'To am, A the kindnels,with-awbich 
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Jour majeſty has uniformly tobiured me, 1 ſhall 
never ceaſe to remember it; and although I veg 
your permition to reſign, yet, betieve me, Sife, 1 
ſhall remain faithfully devoted to your ſervice for 
life. However, with ſuch a grand vizier as Na- 


dan, I cannot ſuppoſe that yeu' will ever have need 
of my advice z his talents are above boy experi- 


ence. 


Bin kavils difired to ſee the man vans Hicar 
fo highly praiſed. No exterior aſpect could be 
MOre "attractive than that of Nadan. He anſwer- 
ed to the queſtions which the king thought pro- 
os to put to him, with apparent medeſty, and at 

ne ſame time, with a degree of gcod ſenſe and 
— , winch ſhewed a maturity ef underſtand - 
ing, mat charmed the King. 

„Lou crown your ſervices ” ſaid he to Hi 
car, by providing fo worth a ſucccſſor. Ns: 
dan ſhall be appointed to the poſt you rehgn, 
and which I cannet without pain ſuffer you to re- 
tire from. But you mult ſtill continue the firſt 
prince of my empire, aud retain all the honours of 
the eminent ſtation, which you have ſo long held. 
You ſhall have free acceſs to my perſon at all 
times, and my ears all always be open to your 
wiſe advice.“ 

At che ſame time, the king ordered that Hi- 
car ſhould be arrayed in a rich pellice, and put a 
chain of gold about his neck, having his name en- 
graven upon it, and enriched with diamonds of 


great value. A feſtival of eight days' continu- 


ance was, at the ſame time, held throughout his 
dominions, in honour of bis old vizier, and to ce- 
lebrate the inau garation of the new. 

Nadan was immediately inveſted with the inſ'g- 


nia of his office; he received the king's orders, up- 
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on different 1 and returned to e _ 


lace. . 109 
9 Dear Nadan, A | Laid hie dabley * + you! vey no 
longer ie to receive your mother's” advice, 
or mine; forget not what we have already given 
you 2 by your obedience to it, have yo riſen to 
your prefent condition. I muſt forewarn you, 
that its difficulty is proportionable to its dignity, 
and at the ſame time intreat your attention to 
fome inſlructions, which, before this day, would 
have been premature, but a are no- or ax higheſt 
conſequence A 
Mou are going to be inveſted with great power 
employ it all for the adva! tage of him who en- 
truſts you with it: remember that he will watch 
over you with a jealous eye. Let reſpect prevent 
you from intruding your familiarity upon your 


a due diſtaness You have no longer aa equal, 
and can therefore have no longer a friend. Be 
not the dupe of the courtiers about you. A tree 
covered with fra'ts, invites the birds of the air to 
perch on its branches, and to flutter about it: when 
the fruit is deſtroyed, it is then deſerted; it be- 0 
comes'the ſport of the wands, duſt covers it, and 
all fly away. be 

& Flattery will ſtrew flowers in 1 way: In- 
cenſe will ſmoke before u, and fandal, aloes, 
and amber burn around you. Beware of Priz ing 
theſe things above their juſt value. A man who 
praiſes you to your face, can no more be dange- 
rous : beware rather of him who can artfully well 
your pride, without ſeeming to admire you 

„ Fortune will bring about you thoſe „ 
vet her favours; leave her thoſe :foHowers'; they 
will be-one-day-obliged to part frem her. 
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ARABTAN: TALES u8g 
Keep yourſelf detached from the crowd: Jook 


upon them, but follow them not. 081 
After your labours, retire to ſolitude ß you 
will, there meet raſleTion,. the be We 
Sun 8918 x. Jon J9v' 1 10 
ou will find NCT in a fate, of affhenseg 
ſuffer it not to become — — _ vou, Ie 
wiſe: it will deſtroy enjoyment... Hi 2 38: 
Not to be able to live 8 e 
to be dead; Pleaſure. of whatever: ſort: blunts 15 
enfeebles the powers of ſenſ mee. 
6 Intemperance reduces man to. 3 with 


the brutes; it ee hir ird weak, and then 


baſe. G Se ebn 213 ot Þ s 11 yolgms 
„Be a to _ ns: a with ane 

Vour preſence ought ever to impoſe reſpect. 

Put babbling talkers to filence: the fun der 


run his courſe, ind, fill they are pratiug, "bug: ſay 


ing nothing; they are thieves of tim. 


Never talk 3 in a — ns 1 505 4 — 
of ignor ange. 105 7 ih 561 3on 

« Liſten 5 e encourage 1 timid 2 
be not. frightened from your point, by confident 
anſwers. If any man reſiſt you to your face, ves 
collect yourſelf leiſurely, in order that you may 
judge wm 3 . to be um or n 


bf; Newer: pet ond ** eben A Ti- 
yer may as ſoon flow back to its head, the water 
of the fea ceaſe to be bitter, or a raven become 
white, as innate wickedneſs become productive of 
good. Be merciful. Man is often under ſub- 


jection to nee and to 8 — of 
character. 3? (343 : Hie 1 


755, When Fou deal out 1 upon the 


guilty, ſhew. even in Jour logs, af degree of ten- 
425 Js ?? Q2. derneſs 
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A or IMS i175 1 
0. 55 mixed. with RD gm br that vou 
Wh he. rgan.of x th law, not the executioner. oo: 
15 Be ki | ind | to the por, Þ but drive, far from vou 
| un de ho. comes to aK vou. alms 3 in a. pompous 
roſs, You. m m might ſooner ruin the Habe chan 
atis 7 18 ayarice, 5 
e Put covetouſnels, far, 58 you. 15 She EE 
miſunderſtands her own. intereſts. Avoid prodi- 


gality; + The ſows, by, e and reaps ps 


but rr 

. When the torrent is ne Weg the trave Sho 
paſſes by and deſpiſes * Even the earth that has 
drunk it up, is little the better for it. 
„Be paſſionately concerned for nothing, but the 


public weal; vou will then ſerve all the n 


and urteil. 


When you intend any enterprize, ſhut your 
lips. When you ſet out, to carry it into execu- 


tion, line your ſandals with linen. 


Ihe ſecret which is blabbed, To oh the e. 
a 


rches along | 


The rumour Which precedes, or 
with a, project, diſconcerts it. 


. Reſpect the life of men; they ate your | 
brethren. | | 


„ Shew. your e in your firſt letting out 
you. will afterwards ſhine with the greater r 


liancy. | . 
« Of all trees, the 8 tree is the Ait co- 


vered with flowers, but the laſt to yield its fruit. 


Imitate the mulberry- tree, it yields its fruits be- 


fore the leaf Appears. (There i is A mulberty-tree 
of this kind i In Arabia.) ws 

06. Endeavour to foreſee obſtacles. 2 Sock Pont 
1 ſea may ride-over the firſt billew it encounters, 
but, will ſoon be ſunk by, a ſucceſſion of waves? 


. | Hy1car 


* 
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Hicar, after giving theſe ſage Mo rs to the 
young miniſter, which he Pre unte that he Was 
to follow, preſented him to Zefagnia; they both 
embraced him, and expreſſed the warmeſt” iſhes 
for his proſperity and honotir. The” gates of the 
palace were -opened, and 'he e uſual 
compliments upon his elevation to the” Zhzrioius 
poſt to which Sinkarib had raiſed him. | 
Nadan was not of a character to be dazzled, by 

thoſe firſt flattering marks of the royal fayour; E 
His defects had eſcaped the 3 'of His u Un 
cle; aad he had too much depth, to diſplay << of 


ſelf ſo readily. On this occafion, he received his 


new orders in fuch a manner, as to prove himſe f 


not unworthy of them. He went immediately t to: 


the royal palace, to take his ſeat in the divan, a- 
midſt a court, at once brilliant and numerous. 


In tlie eyes of Hicar he appeared fully worthy of 
the honours to which that great old man's intereſt 


had raiſed him. 


Sinkarib, funk as ke was in the ſoftneſs of lux- 
ury, had need of a vigilant and enlightened mini- 
ſter, and ſuch a one he found in Nadan. He ſoon: 
came to prefer the young vizier to him who had 
retired. Nadan willingly joined in his amuſe- 
ments, and ſhewed' himfelf no enemy to the plea- 
ſures of the palace. The monarch and his vizier, 
ſoon became A A and buſineſs was neglec- 
8 

Murmurs and complaints began to ariſe. Hi- 


car was diſturbed in his retirement, and was obli- 
ged to expreſs his alarm to his nephew. 


4 


Nadan heard. him reſpectfully, promiſed to or- 


rect « every thing, hut , no N to hat he 


had e 
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„Ney diſoaders ſuceeeded. Phe! old-wizier He- 
came more anxious and more importunate. He 
went. to communicate his uneaſineſs to the king 
wle hut found the monarch prepoſſeſſed againſt 
Wm, Nagan had palliated the evil in his fove- 
re:gn's ee, and bad begun to repreſent his uncle 
in an unfayvourable point of view. 
Old age had, he ſaid to the king, rendered 
Hicar pee viſh and timid. He can no longer enter 
into the detail of buſineſs, yet would ſtill conduct 
it although now; too feeble and languid, to hold 
_ the xeins of authority, yet he daily regrets that 
they have been removed out of his hands. His 
— ge humour diſtreſſes me, and if I were to fol- 
low his direction, it would be impoſſible! for me to 
terminate any one affair to your e; s ad- 
vantage. 

When Hicar 1 hinaſelF to Sinkarib; he 
ſoon perceived the effect of che prejudices againſt 
him, that had been inſtilled into the royal boſom. 
The king received him coldly; and when, the vi- 
zier mentioned buſineſs, adviſed him to confine his 
cares to his own health. I know perfectly what 
you would ſay, added he; the complaints of thoſe 
turbulent ſpirits are abſolutely groundleſs. Your 
nephew: Nadan has only obeyed my orders, 
and has perfectly done his duty. However, re- 
ceiye my acknowledgments for theſe new proofs 
of your zeal, and above all things have a care of 
your health, which begins to decline very faſt.“ 
Hicar went away mortified, and in confuſion... 

He. threw. himſelf weeping, into the arms of his 
wife. Dear Zefaguia, ſaid he, „that Nadan, 
that 8 we looked upon as a gift from God. 
beſton ed for. our vontolation,, and: for a bleſſing to 
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Aſſyria, has robbed me of the confidence of che 
king. He will ruin all, and Thal be the caufe?““ 
Let us not diftreſs -ourſdhves Hear, rephed 
Zefagnia- I, no leſs than yd] W] Te 
| ſpecious appearances IL centibuted to ydur deceĩ c 
ing yourſelf, with reſpect to His character. But 
we muſt not ſay that divine goodnefs nas been arl 
accomplice in our folly. That voice, which ſeem- 
ed to come down from on high, was not tie voice 
of heaven. But you have been permitted to im- 
poſe upon yourſelf, becauſe you went to the tem- 
ple of Bilelſanam, to aſk that progeny, Which was 
denied you by the eternal decree. ''T*haveiice / 
meditated upon that unfortunate cireumſtafice. If 
the Moſt High had intended you an heir, it was as 
eaſy for him, to give you one from your "own 
body, as to ſtrike your ear with an unſubſtantial 
ſound. Impoſture has been permitted to puniſn 
you for idolatry, which in a man of your Kno -w. 
ledge, was abfolutely unpardonable, and hence 
have you been conſtrained to adopt Nadan. Hea- 
ven grant that he ſtop here. The [maſk of hy- 
poerify, by Which we have been lo long deceived, 
may conceal. Den more odious and ee _ 
tices. / ws Hee 
"Theſe oats: 01 Zefagaie were wiſe WY 
profound. But Hicar, whoſe heart ſtill retained 
a tendernefs for his nephew, would not fuffer him- 
ſelf to ſuppoſe that the young man could be ſo 
Wicked, as to entertain mer fuch dengan: as hoſes \ 
his wife hinted at. 7 18A 
Nadan already felt the Fr of et for bisl! 
ingratitude, continued to purſue the ruin of his 


bene factor, whoſe looks and remonſtranees lie 


dreaded, whoſe fortune he conſumed, and Whoſe 
Putationche envied. 


He 
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Fed contrived to draw up an anonymous libel 
NE lmfelt, but in filth 4 ſhape, that it appear- 
ed. to *y the work of his uncle. He filled it with 
alle and e ana imputations, yet the whole 
ad 4 {Þ ious gt 'and the air of. being' 
Sinkärld received this piece, 

Ef omndnichedt' it to Nadan. | 
he artful miniſter i in a moment, removed the 
80 Which might have been produced by his 
own impoſture. He, however, failed not to ſug- 
geſt that only Hicks could be the author; at this. 


thought, he pretended to be moved even to tears, 


and beſought the King to pardon the age and 


weakneſs c his uncle; not however, without tak- 
ing proper meaſures to remove, from his councils, 
4 man who had given ſo many proofs of what he 
big and who made himſelf the tool of intrigue. 
Jou have left him,” added he © a numerous 
ard. That mp of attendance gives him an 
555 arance of weight 1 in the ſtate, which encou- 
rages mal-contents to gather about him, and to 
diſturb him and us with their vain complaints. 
Fhey pe rſuade him to exert all his credit, and re- 
fume his office ; nor will they ceaſe to diſturb us. 
till he have loft all favour with your majeſty.” 
I might indeed dare the people's ce ures,” 
replied Sinkarib; © as to them I owe no account 


of the reaſons of my conduct; and I ſhould enter 


into your views, if I had not very ſtrong reaſons 
7 event me; but I am unwilling to morti- 
fagnia, to whom I owe reſpect as my fa- 

9.5 8 5 wk ; and were it only for her fake, I can- 

not deprive;her huſband of his honours.” 

4 was too good a; courtier, not to approve 
N Ton Which Sinkarib alledged. But de- 
termining | 


tl 5 


„ ahontynons 5. WE 14203. | 
omiging is purſue bir pune Ee. Bae _ 
obliged 0 employ more dangerous acts. : ne af 

of . treaty Was at that. time. pending þ A 105 
PRI 155 Aſfyria and. Pertia, for the exthan 2 1 
9 places on their common iter th f 55 
5 ching Was concluded and agreed \upon: Nada | 
had received the laſt e from the, en 
plenipotentiaries. A courier Was ſoon; to arriv: „ 
to carry the news to the King. N 
„Hier received A letter from. Pert, os Was 
ſuppoſed to come from .a man of n geh 
ment to him. It informed him that, the: Ferban 
monarch did not Honeſtly intend to fulfil the tres 3 
ty; but that as ſoon as the troops ſhould have oc 
cupied the place, which was to be given up by che 
Aſlyrians, he intended to ſend another body, thro” 
a ſecret ſubterraneous paſſage, into the fortreſs gi- 
ven_up to Sinkarib's People, and to alfaſſinate | 
them. The execution of this intended treachery 
ſeemed to be delayed till hoſtages, ſhould” have 
been given on both ſides. | i 
"To this narrative, which' had' been contrived Þ 
Nadan Himſelf, nothing Was wanting. that could 
ſerve to render f it plaufible. Hicar felt the utmoſt 
95 at e of ew atrocious perfi- 
N adan kelidded in the roy ral palate; from which 
he very rarely abſented miialelf He now receiv- 
ed a prefling invitation from his uncle, to come 
and ſpeak with him immediately. He Haſtened 
tos wait upon him, with the appearance of the ut- 
moſt eagerneſs and coljeprr}. 7, HE ot RE 1960 
. * What has happened Unele ?“, {aig He, a By 
the way in which. your laſt ördets were delivered 
to me, I was alarmed; let F might Hot arrive 
here Tooh enough, to receive your lateſt fighs !. 


But 
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But I am now caſter, ſince I have the rn 
of ſeeing you ſtill in ſuch good health. Pray, 
what was the occaſion of fo urgent a meſſage 2 lt 
was a matter,” replied Hicar, „of the higheſt 
importance to you, to Sinkarib, nd to al en 
loo upon that letter. | 
Nadan willing to baue the * man ill more 
by his behaviour, than his words, read the letter 
with a cold eee air, and, When he had: 
de, ſpoke thus. 5 
1 You ſhould make yourſelf oaſye my dear un- 
Fenn intermeddle in the buſineſs of the ſtate; 
Jour correſpondences ſerye for no other purpoſe, 
than to. diſturb your peace. I can depend upon 
the wiſdom of the meaſures which 1 have ta- 
ken with how majeſty, and upon che fidelity of 
our agents. Deny yourſelf to thoſe reſtleſs, tur- 
bulent * who beſet you. The king is alarm 
ed for you, and will certainly thank you. to be fi- 
lent ; affairs will go much better on thus.“ After 
holding this inſulting language, he took his leave. 
and returned to the king's palace. | 
The virtuous | Hicar, . petrified. at what he bad 
heard, went to pour his complaints and tears, into 
the boſom. of Zefagnia. . The princeſs endeavour- 
ed to calm his path and by degrees learned, that 
his preſent affliction was owing; to the imprudence 
and ingratitude of Nadan. The raſh and: giddy 
youth reſuſed to liſten to wiſe and ſalutary coun- 
ſel; and was haſtening to expoſe Aſſyria to all the 
horrors of war, to the loſs of n en and to 
laſting ſlaverꝛ. | 
+ Go to my nephew Sinkavih,' ” lon: Telognings > 
66 carry him the letter which |you: have received 
from Perſia. However blind he may be to the 
demerits of Madan, his own intereſt cannot hut 
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open his byes! "You will not Tuffer” all to periſh, 
when it may be ſo eafily prevented, 9 
I ſhall go,” replied Hicar, otwirkftanitils 
the averſion which 1 feel to take ſuch à Rep: 
He accordingly repaired. to the royal palate, hs and 
demanded a private audience of the Tong 10 EY 
I will hear whit you have to ſay in the pre- 
ſence of Nadan,” rephed Sinkarib. He has al- 
ready informed me of the fubjett of your uneaſi- 
neſs. You are entirely miſinformed; happily T 
had not ſuffered myſelf to be alarmed by your ad- 
vices. A meſſenger has this moment arrived from 
Perſia, who has brought me che happieſt news.“ 
The ſubterraneous paſſage, of which Four fpeals, has 
no exiſtence; and the preterided treacher y of the! 
king my brother is buſe fabrication, for Which 
| your correſpondent ſiiould be puniſhed as he del? 
ſerves,” did not his death, the news ef Wich 
has been received by the meſſenger, render that 


no longer poſſible. | I ſhould wiſh that all thoſe 


ſhared the fame fate, who ſtrive to give you un- 
eaſineſs concerning the preſet adminiſtration; for, 
in all Aflyria, there 15 none, but yourſelf, that 
does not highly ” approve of it. Return to your 
palace; and Iive there in peace. This is all I have 


to alk of you. Thus did the monarch; regardleſs 
of Hienr's age and paſt ſervices, diſmiſs him with 


contempt. He returned home to his virtuous 


wife, and to her Ne n account hey the: e f 


he had met with. 


The ſtar of Nadan, ld the,” is very fatal 


to you; it corrupts your benef actors and friends, | 


and even perverts my beſt advices to your preju- 
dice. It unfortunately predominates over Aſfyria, 
Which to me appears at preſent” in the greateſt 


. nn be fated to periſh under its mor 
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Quality” ' Nay, Hs eben be gan to 0 Zet His r er 
paew When the 15 ter, ns could not bs Gal 


Wa: ifs that; great mai oy was alive, fought to deliver 
Hf uf Af from one Won he hated as an enemy, 


and dreacled as ,z Tval, by the moſt criminal i in | 


15 Saat chat ould be formpd.” 6 des 
Sßlkarch, alter ditmilling 737 car, as Aye NY 
el; be gat T0 feel fore de r res of Haig, fot having 
1⁰ Harl treated an old miniſter, Wh Had Per- 
for met fuch a ſeries of f important ſervices to the 
ſtate. The very alpect of the venerable old man 
hid counteracted, in ſome 'meaſtife, the invigious 
Ina itt4s of Nadan,” But à 160k. from the latter 
eaſily prevailed . par? the teturning virtite 5 
maſter, Who! o eaſt ty ſuffered bitafelf” & be le. 
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bel could not help being | 
He paſſed ſeveral days in the ani 
and was at laſt enduzed to mention to Nadan 
he felt. We ſent your uncle away TOA 
tisfied, How think you did my 
him! ?. What does he now?“ 

% He has haughtily and angrily but mY up 
at home,” replied Nadan, © and no perſon is now 
admitted into his preſence. Yet, although he is 
inacceſſible to the inhabitants of Niniveh, he 
has not renounced- all intercourſe with ſtrangers. 
Couriers from Perſia are daily coming and going a- 
bout him.” „What can be his views !” inter- 
rupted Sinkarib, with-a degree of earneſtyeſs. 
As he has ſtill ſuch a © oliſh paſſion, to direct 
the affairs of the ſtate, it is hard to ſay what means 
he may not be tempted to employ,“ anſwered Na- 
dan, „ in order to eſſectuate his purpoſes. It is a 
ſtrange madneſs in the old man, but your majeſty 
may 7 FRY, obtain farther intelligence upon this 
bead ſhall give you notice when his next 
courier ſets out; you can order him to be arreſt- 
ed; and his diſpatches may then be ſeized and ex- 
pine, „Well! I will enter fo far into what 
you propoſe; but were it not better, that the 
courier ſhould ſecm to have been robbed, left we 
* unreaſoi able, and unneceſſary offence 2 — 


1 


here is great propriety and wiſdom in what 
your majeſty ſuggeſts; for it is very poſſible, that 
the letters of a man of his years, may contain ; 0; 
1 e en and, in that caſe, he 
arreſting of his mellenger might only Fe 3 
Weak = groundlefs jealouſy,” Ta 
Nadan was well acqusinted with, the nature of 
1 uncle's correſpondence, He, uſed to write ta 
Vo. I. 1 one 
| & 
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one of the Perſian Magi with whom he was in ha- 
bits of friendſhip, and to one. of the prieſts of Oſiris 
in Egypt, upon ſubjects of ſcience, which he was 
curious to inveſtigate. But it was neceſſary for 
his nephew's purpoſes, that a correſpondence of a 
very different nature ſhould be attributed to him. 
What did the perfidious miniſter? Having procur- 
ed his uncle's ſeal, and having a great facility in 
counterfeiting his hand-writing, he wrote a letter 
to Akis king of. Perſia, the greateſt enemy Sinkarib 
had. The letter contained an invitation to that 
monarch, to invade and take poſſeſſion of a king- 
dom which was oppreſled by an effeminate tyrant, 
who had become an object of hatred and contempt 
to his people. It perſuaded him to put himſelf 
at the head of a choſen body of troops, and to ap- 
pear in the plain of Nerrim, where Hicar himſelf 


Would meet him with his guard, in the beginning 


of the month Niram. It farther inform<d Akis, 
that one of the principal gates of the city, ſhould 
. be betrayed to him, and that. he would ſind the 
nobles, and the nation in general, diſpoſed to ſhake 
off the yoke of a tyrant, and to put themſelves un- 


der his protection. 


The information in this letter, proceeded upon 
the ſappoſition that the King of Perſia had receiv- | 
ed previous letters from the ſame hand, in which 
Hicar had pointed out to him, what Reps. he was 
to take, in order to en the way for the me- 
ditated revolution. 

 Nadan having thus given his cello ſo Wb 
of the colouriag of truth, likewiſe counterfeited 


tha bag, in which Hicar's couriers uſed to carry 


their maſter's packets. He uſed means to obtain 
Previous notice gf the departure.of one of thoſe 
courers, feat a man, in whom he could confide, 
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to Wait for him, Without” the gates of Nidiveh; 
who was directed to enter into converſation with | 
him, and to entice him into the firſt inn, vrhere re- 
freſhments were to be had; there the dexterous e. 
| miſfary tock care to exchange the bag which he 
had received from His maſter Nallan, for that 
which the meſſenger Was bearing from Hiear. 
The miniſter then went to the King. 4 Site? 
ſaid he, “ my uncle's courier has this morning, ſet 
out for Perſia: Send robbers, to Waylay him: 
As for myſelf, whatever may be my unele's diſ- 
poſitions towards me at preſent, yet my Former ob- 
ligations to him and the ties of blood, lay tie un 
der a reſtraint. Do juſtice for yburlelk, ag m 
be neceſſary: upon tlie Feſen becaſion, J carinst 
offibly ſerve. you. $7 10? © 10 ss 989-36 
- Sinkarib approved of Nadan's delituby: He 
made five of his guards diſguiſe themſelves, and | 
ſet out in purſuit of Hicar's courier. / They en 
came up witfi him, and perceived the bag ves Ku: 
by his girdle. They attacked him, robbed Him, 
and left ird naked and deſtitute, on the high Wayz 
juſt as profeſſed robbers would have done. 
Sinkarib, upon reading the contetits of Hicar's 
pretended letter, Was naturally hurried into a 
tranſport of paſſion. He gave orders, that they 
ſhoul immediately return, and find che esurier; 
WhO Had 'by chis time, retired into u hut near tb | 
the place where he had been attacked. The King's 
officers r — him and N e 
before his . car IK 7 aa 
„ TO whom doòſt ho belong, fave! ” aid che 
monarch, TO Hicat.“ “ Was it he who gave 
"you? this letter to bear?“ Ves, fire. - TO 
whom *walſt thou to er theſ® papers To 
Kis friends in Perſia !“? 1 2 i 1:98 79110 


% Oh! 


> 4 


hed. He has had a tomb conſtructed for himſelf 
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« Oh! treaſon!” eried the king, The man, 
| whom my father and I have loaded with benefits, 
ſeeks to deliver me 2 to my enemy, and to ac- 


compliſh the ruin of my kingdom! Go inſtantly 
in ſearch of Hicar, and K bring him hither.” The 


guard ran to the palace of Hicar. He happened 
to be at that time in a "ſmall retreat which he had 
prepared for himſelf among the hills at a _ 
ſtance from che city. * 
Tefagnia, alarmed at ſo eager a dards and 
underſtanding that her huſband was accuſed of 
high treaſon, lifted up her hands and implored the 
aid of heaven. While a part of the guard went 
in ſearch of Hicar, ſhe ran to the palace of the 
Lag, her nephew, and threw herſelf at his feet. 
Sinkarih raiſed her. Pardon is impoſlible in 
Fach' a caſe as this, madam,” ſaid the king in a 
tranſport of paſſion; I bave in my hands the 
completeſt proofs of your huſband's abominable 
conſpiracy againſt me and all Aſſyria. The blood 
which flows in your veins muſt render the guilty 
wretch odious to you, as he has deen batcly un- 
grateful. n 
Zefagnia . the detail of the crimes laid t to 
Hicar's charge; ſhe ſaw likewiſe their pretended 


proofs; but at the ſame time ſhe could not avoid 


ſeeing his innocence, and the criminality of Nadan, 
who was the only perſon that could have counter- | 
feited the hand-writing and the ſeal ; yet ſhe could 
not hope to undeceive the king. 

Sire, v ſaid ſhe, . ſince you think it neceſſary 
to ſacrifice my huſband to your reſentment aud ſe. 


icurity, I aſk only one favour. Whether he be 


guilty or not, to me his blood muſt be dear, and 
ſnould with to receive the laſt drop of it as it is 


in 


bi 
j. 
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in Which our aſhes are one day to he united( Per- 
mit me to depoſit his remains there; and hal. J 
deplore the loſs of a man to whom 1 Was: _— 
by-your father, 1 ſhall applaud your juſtice; fine 
it concerns your fafety, and the. fecuvityof1the 
ſtate, that he be put to death... Only:darefahe 
ſacrifice to be made in his on palace 1 od o7 
Sinkarib could not refuſe Zefagnia's trequelt; 
wit therefore, ordered his officers to repai imme 1 
diately to Hicar's palace, and bring hing Read f 
of that reſpectable old man. „ sf bun 
Zefagnia returning home, anfl- expecting the a 
| e ee. arrival of Hicar, with his geseeutionefs, 
fought to repreſs her grief, and 10 preſerve; fu 
command of her mind amidſt a-erowd of peeple 
whom ſhe hoped to outwit. Tables were let out 
with all the variety of diſhes that might ſerve to i 
excite and to gratify the moſt ſenſuab appetites; | 
the beaufets were covered with the moſte ex quiſite | 
- liquors, the pans were filled with perfumes g flowers 
of all forts embalmed-the air; nothing Was want- 
ing to the ſplendour of the palace ; and ſixty fair 
female ſla ves: attended to ſerve the company. — 
midſt theſe ſumptuous preparations, Hicar's wife 
ſtood ready to receive Sinkarib's officers: She Had 
laid the train by which ſhe hoped to enſnare them, 
and ſhe/now wanted fas them at dhe d. of the 
- palace; If * 
They e off +I 3 your: n v laid 
1 „ you are the miniſters of the king, my ne- 
phew's pleaſure. But before you proceed to the 
execution of an order which to me is indeed tor. 
Nevere, allow me to teſtify both to yourſelves and 
-your-maſter, the gratitude with Which J receive 
the kindnefs;' which, even in theſe circumſtances, 
n me, in not GP my huſbeind to 2 
R 3 | dean 
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_ 8 n Zefs ia, and accepts 
MERE pat 2 18 t 3 g — 4 
far hands we _ 125 ſofas... An hundred 
ſuit tag were ready to, rye them. Amidſt the 
of the Table, Toon, forgot the rigo- 
rous Gee whe they 970 come to exechte. 


a 7 Zefagnia 16 ” a e but taking aſide 
3 Ta 0 5 ſaid ſhe, you 


5 Ae my — 


n to him 49 Nov vou are now. 5 going to kl , 
« Yes, tnadath, I ſhall never forget. i 1. Well, 
then continued "Zefagnia, * 4 this 2 15 the moment | 
to ſhew'your | gratitude. ' Hicar 1 is innocent; and 
would you atm our hands with the blood of a 
virtuous and benefcent man? I haye brought — 
the ſubterraneous dungeon in the palace, an od 


 flave, a noted ſorcerer, who has been guilty of the 


moſt atrocious. crimes. His fize. and figure are 
much the ſame as Hicar' s. Your; ſupenors are 
not now in a condition to obſerve yon. „The ma- 
1 18 alrcady drefſed like my huſband. When 
licar appears, you will receive him from the 


ands of thoſe "by. whom be is brought. in. Put 
vn otis U u 


chief to bind den his e. 5 4 1 55 


halt, "where. Ln [5 WH yaiting, as I ta bid him a 
lad-Hrewel. Remove any 4G. perſons from 


_— under pretence of paying due reſpect ta 
a the 


Him; and here! 18 &S, red handker- 0 5 
him into the 
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: 1 : 4s 12 5 
che kalt itervistw G babs an ., LW 


g the L:w "wall 
then put in” your hands 19755 old fo . . 0 the garbi 
of Hiear,*n_ chains, and his exe covered; 
with the fame oe Bey \ wig on. hound. 
Hicar's. Do you then 205 1 9 | theux- 
eention, ſtrike "off the, 9 cian de 6 i BRO Mean: 
it to the King's Þ 1 3 i tat 

26 God proſper your N : ' replied. beine 
onfinele; «1 ſhall willing my on life —— 


ſave his who is ſo dear to you, 1 16 77 ry 55 

ward you,“ faid Zefagnia, 2 * and for gur 

you ſhall diſpoſe of all our we ith, Bf GIN. 

you ſhall want for nothing.“ 4% 18 TS009s9T 
Hardly had this little plot been 00 certed beg: 

tween them, when Hicar arrived, and. ey carried 51 


it into execution, without the leaſt difficulty. The” 
necromancer ſlave, when he border, F, receive the 


| 8 4 
fatal blow, was recognized to the ; vil ex, | mſelf, 50 
by the guards who had brou ght. him „Notice; 


was given to the officer, hf buſineſs Sit Was to. 
give the king an account of the executio of; his 
orders; he approached, and the head of, od 
was that moment cut off.  Yapouſmek.. EY 1&7, 
up, to carry it to the king. . ge 
Sinkaribꝰs officers were not in a  baſte to wit 
themſelves from the ſa amptuous feaſt, which, F _—_ 
fagnia Had ſet before them ; but duty required 
them to be gone. Hicar's Wife Eee no 
the gates of the palace, and turned to the nece 
cares that called her. 1 


The body of the magician, Was removed W 


Wb. 


the uſual ceremonies, and convey red 9.0 e Tame; 
cloaths*he had worn, when behead e tomhj, 


prepared for Hicar, while all the beuſeho IIA 
ed in mournin . * An 15 
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Won Was fight Gon, ar Iht, with the 


aſſiſtanee of ch Ita ve, NE Was jarlor Of the>priſon: 
e Hicar to tie dungeon from 


an Rad been rtiſed. She had it 
rt ytted t up; an mar gloomy 'receſs, 
ama e's Befagwia, an enchanted) pa- 
Iade, denghted as ftie was to Have mere in- 
nodes frbm tlie machinations of en ¹y nn 
While this bloody ſcene went on, the 8 
tical Wadin, affecting a degree of concern, which 
he did not feel, had ſhut Himfelf up in his ona. 
pe Artaent.” Smlteriw Weile to invite him out. 
% Be comforted? Nadan, “ aid he, . your urfcle 
wos re really troubleſome to us; the peculiarity of 
His humour rendered him dangerous and” difa- 
grecable. His whole fortune ſhall be youts; after 
the death of his wife; and it cannot be long till 
Fou fucceed to the enjoyment of it. For it is im- 
polRBIE that The ſhotild long ſurvive the deatlb of 
her huſband.” Natflan obeyed the King, and they 
went together, to drowen in pleaſure the remorſe, 
the anxiety, the ſecret ſtings which inwardly tor- 
mented them; ſtill more and more neglecting the 
1. ks of their Rations, and the welfare of arg 
3 
In the mean time, the ad of Hicar, Was- fol- 
towed. with the greateſt public ſorrow in Niniveh, 
and was celebrated throu ghout the provinces, by 
A general mourning. Neighbouring powers re- 
ceived notice of the event, but none could com- 
rehend; How Sinkarib had prevailed” with him- 
* to deſtroy che lnmitiary of Afia; the ſtaff of 
power, and the ftay of his throne; His ene- 


mies triumphed, and' vn 9h, for d fair pre- 
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Pharaoh, king of Egypt thought the occaſion 
too ſavourable to be neglected. He ſent; an 2 
with a very ſcanty train, to Niniveh, who d 
ell the following letter to king Sinkaribbz. 
4 Pharaoh king of the. king of tbe niuers of the. 
earth, who fills the capacious baſon of the ſeas, with: 
that immenſe body of. waters, which he diſcharges 
into it by N mouths : to Stnkarih hang. of 8 


1 


ria. * 

Let che man who is withous underſtanding lay | 
aſide the enſigns of power. x 
It is our deſire, to ennoble the yoke of humanity, A 
and to make our wiſdom reign through all the 4 


- earth. Deſcend from thy throne; and come with =! 
all thy nobles and thy people, to receive the fetters 'F 
with which my armies, which I am ready to pour 
over your ſands, ſhall Joad you. Hide not thyſelf 
in thy palace, till deſtruction and death overtake 
thee. Yet on the following conditions, I am rea- 
dy to treat with thee as a brother. 

I have ſome ſubtile queſtions to 3 ſend 
me a man fit to reſolve: them. You muſt build 
me a palace between heaven and earth, the found- 
ations of which muſt reſt upon nothing, and which 
nothing muſt ſupport. I wiſh only for men ſu- 
perior to myſelf, that I may do. them honour. If 

you can fulfil theſe adn s, I ſhall pay you for 
four years, a tenth part: of the revenues of Egypt. 
But if the man you ſend me 1s overcome, and fails, 
in the leaſt, of what I require, you may expect to 
be treated with ſo much the greater rigour, as I 
ſhall have reaſon to complain either of your diſo- 

| bedience or your preſumption.” Sinkarib ſur- 
priſed at this letter, ſhewed it to Nadan, _ 

„% How,” ſaid he ** ſhall I find means to eſcape 
the ſtorm, which threatens my dominions? Call 

together 


2 Q öARABIAN TALES. 
together all the aſtrologers, cunning men, and ſages 


of the empire; aſſemble, at the fame time, the ar- 


chitects, and let them inform us, whether it be poſ- 
fible, by any art of enchantment, to conſtruct the 
aerial palace which Pharaoh * requires; and whether 


any of them thinks himſelf at all capable of ſolvin 8 


the king of Egypt's ſubtile queſtions.” 


The calling of ſo extraordinary an aſſembly, oc- 
l univerſal ſurpriſe ; Pharaoh's letter was 


circulated through Niniveh; Zefagnia ſoon had a 


copy of it. At night ſhe Yepalted as uſual to Hi- 


car%s' receſs, and "acquainted him with the matter, 


which oecafioned fo general an agitation and ſur- 


prife, 'convanpicating at the fame time the con- 
tents of the letter. Hicar read it attentively over, 
and aſked his wife what ſhe thought „ 
% To me,” replied ſhe; © it ſeems a cloud ſwel- 
led by the wind, which the ſlighteſt oppoſition may 
difperfe.” If my Hicar were alive to the world” 
ſays the, . I ſhould conſider the king of Egypt's 


ſubtile queſtions as idle dreams I have the plan 
of the eaſtle in my head already. I had much 


rather that he ſhould make war upon us, with 


letters like this, than REN his armies Wer ons appear 


on our frontiers.” © 
While the good pair, Mapper in icbeir — 


love and friendſhip, were talking thus calmly _— 


the king of Egypt's threats, all Niniveh was in 
motion, contriving means to fulfil his demands. 
No man could go out into the ſtreet with a droop- 
ing head, or a penſive air, but Sinkarib's officers 


would immediately pull tüm by the ſſee ve. Make! 
haſte,” would they ſay, you are no doubt one of 


dhe learned. They are expecting you in the cou. 
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conditions, and often indeed 50 reonig who. knew 
nothing of what it meant. arms <d 


At laſt the council aſſembled. „ hw 


| beſt qualified had, ſtaid away, to avoid being re- 
duced to confeſs their inability. The. King read 


the diſpatches from Egypt, upon which they Al 
.exclaimed with ne voice. 
Only Hicar could . fulfil "what Pharaoh il 
mands; to any other, the attempt would be vain,” 
& Alas ! !” cried Sinkarib to himſelf, with a 
heavy ſigh,, 4+ Where are you Hicar? bitter 
remorſe convinces me, that you are really inno- 
cent, notwithſtanding the appearance of... guilt for 
which you are condemned. Where, ſhall 1 find 
another ſage to lead me out of the labyrinth, in 
which I am entangled? The unhappy prinee, 
diſmiſſed the aſſembly, having obtained nothing 
from them. He no longer ſought Nadan to en- 


courage him by his advice, nor to engage him in 


diſſipating pleaſures. He went to the palace of 
his aunt Zefagnia, to open to her his uneaſineſs 
and diſtreſs, and to weep with her at the re- 
membrance of a man who had been dear to them 


The good wife of "A had an affection for the 
king, who, although he had given himſelf up to 
the exceſſes of luxury, poſſeſſed good natural dif 
poſitions ; for his court corrupted. as they were, 
could never turn his heart to tyranny ;. he threw 
himſelf at her feet, and ſhed abundance of tears. 
She raiſed; him in her arms. Come my ne- 


phew, ſaid ſhe, + I ſhare your uneaſineſs; yet 


altiough king Pharaoh . threatens you, be not 
caſt down, He who is in a condition to ſtrike a 
blow, does not waſte time in empty threats; by: 
calling you to 2 conteſt of * and wifdom, 

he 


aw | 


88 e e leg of 


3:6 ars not thefole ſubjeft of my un- 
Jam deprived of 
ntelligence, and good counſel conſtituted all 


my 

— 2 — fill alive ? Convinced as Lam, in 
m heart, that this great man fell the victim of 
baſs. intrigue, I have been afraid of examining the 


mattes d narrow, and even of, diſcovering} its 


real authors. Tha yoice of, the nation, awakens 
my conſcience to remorſe... I aſſembled a general 
council, to deliberate how” we ſhould awer Pha- 
rah, and they were not afraid of telling me pub- 
liely, chat. hy putting Hicar to death, I had, de- 
prived myſelf. of my ſole reſource, upon ſuch an 
occaſion. Alas ! __ can reſtore — whom: 1 
haye ſo, barbazouſly; treated? Carry me, to his 


tomb, that I may embrace, and water, with my 


tears, the dear remains; of that wiſe miniſter. I 
wiſh, to conſult his cold aſhes; ſure the ſoul of the 
guide of my youth, ſtill hovers. over them; and: I 


may hope to receive advice there,. which e- 


tended ſages of my court could not give do od 3 


- | Zefagaia would not interrupt the king, till the 
could learn the true nature of his uneaſineſs. 


When convinced that, the read. of war was not 
Gon ſole ſe. but that it prairie at bottom, 


We, Whas: king an earth durſt, inſult 


C 
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But hoty eo 14 huis Wonder Kals piace? Wee 
Hall 1 ſind the venerable agen But? how Ca 
bear to meet his eye; after thetbaſe «i 
 have:ſkown Hint? Gan the ſhimiecthee covers" we 
make atonemenrt fof my haſenefst“? :e let 
„ Be calm A moment Teplied * 
will bring him hither if I can, Pear not his pre 
ſence ; henven has preſerved nee deſs his virtues 
than! His life; nay, his Virtues Are now erbwned 
by patience in adverfity; dich he neter befors 
had, obeafien to Practife ?: 
She went ſtraight way to inform Hicar of the 
fortutiate change in Smkatib's ſentimeitts. Thie 
eld man Was Agreeably affected to hear of this! 
She chen told him, that ſlie had concealed the ſetret 
off the ſervice Which Vapoufmek tad done them! 
Right ' vr wrotig,” ſaid the,” * monarchs" chooſe 
to be  obeyet'; and Siukearib, although he Wes His 
preſent ſatisfaction to tlie difobediente of his flave, 
would perhaps not forgive him, for havifig u EY 
His orders.” Let us ſuffer him to Took. "ol CEN 
the light of a miracle, as he does at firef yr 
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found in Zefagnia's tenderneſs, his native forti- 
tude, the convenient accommodations which his wife 
had, found means to provide for him in a ſubter- 
raneous abode, the uſe of elixirs, the virtues of 
which ma! intained and invigor ated; che, Powers 
both of mind and body ,—all theſe advantages to- 
gether, ſeemed to have actually renewed the old 
man 's Jouth. . 

„Sinkarib eagerly embraced en.” He could 
hardly command his joy. Be calm, prince,” 
ſaid Hicar, ( it is neceſſary to your intereſt, that 
my being in life ſhould remain a ſecret. 1 know 
upon, what terms you are with the king of Egypt: 
did he ſuſpect that I were alive, he might attri- 
bute to me all the reſources which we might em- 
ploy againſt him, and in that caſe would, perhaps 
be induced to make ftill more XML EE efforts. 
If your court, or even Nadan know that I am a- 
live, the Egyptian envoy muſt alſo know. You 
muſt therefore, fire, allow no one to ſuſpect the ſe- 
cret, .which you have now become acquainted 
with. In this caſe, you need have no uneaſineſs 
as to Pharaoh's demands; I have already minuted 
down, in the ſolitude of my retirement, the anſwer 
you muſt make to him; and I, under a feigned 
name, ſhall fulfil the engagements which you take 
upon you. This is your anſwer, . 

Sinbarib, ting of Afyria, to Pharaoh Fing of 
Ex9pt. 

He who is ae at A miracle, will never 
perform any thing ſurpriſing. 

+ Your letter, brother, has fled: me 8 ad- 
mitration of. the profound and extenſive knowledge 
which it beſpeaks, and of the eſteem with which 
you regard mem eminent for ſcience. I have the 
bonus. of thinking, as you do, that force, while it 
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0 abjeas, debaſes men, and that they are born to fub- 
mit only to tlie dominion of knowledge and wiſdom. 
Many wiſe men of my court contend Tor the k&nour 
of admiring. your accompliſhments upon a near. 
approach, and of making trial of their weak ta- 
lents, in ſolving ſuch hard queſtions, as you may 
propoſe. ArchiteQs*are ready to built Four pa- 
lace, but they muſt have workmen to execute your 
Orders, and a delay of three months is riecetary 
before theſe can be brought together,” I am not 
leſs uneaſy, at this delay, than you can be. It ou 
I remains for you, to provide people along may 
ſupply the builders with” materials. accept 
therefore all your. conditions, and am ready to ex- 
change hoſtages with you, unleſs you are ſatisfied 
with my royal word, as I am with yours 
Sinkarib was much ſurpriſed at the contents of 
this letter. I know well,” ſaid he to Hicar, 
that you are able to give fatisfactory anfwers to 
all Pharaoh's queſtions. But ſuppoting you to be 
the architect of this palace in the air, where will 
you find workmen, in the ſpace of three months, 
to build under your orders, unleſs indeed you 
ſhould employ ſome aerial genies? My wife,“ 
replied Hicar, * has undertaken to rear this fan- 
tafkic edifice, ſhe promiſes to reduce Pharaoh to an 
incapacity of fulfilling the conditions in the letter, 
which you are going to fend. Zefagma looks up- 
on this caſtle in the air as a bauble, which may be 
deſtroyed by a woman's artifice; it is her part to 
contrive how. 7 She will give me orders for exe- 
cuting her plan. Return to your palace, ſire, and 
ſend away the Egyptian ee J return to 
my folitary receſs, where, under the name of Abi- 
cam A Chaldean aftrologer, I mean to live unknown 
to all the world, and to employ myſelf aſſiduouſſy 
6 8 2 about 
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about your affairs. If any thing particularly em- 


barraſſing ſhall ariſe, you can eaſily acquaint me 
with it. But I have one 1 agar to Ie 
you. I V 9 

He who maliciouſſy found means to ruin ide; 
is as much your enemy as mine. Be on your 
guard againſt him. The king of Egypt's preten- 
ſons afford a juſt p retext for any precautions you 
may think proper to take. Double your guard; 
add mine to your: own, ſince deference for the 
preicels-your aunt, has induced you to leave us it 
hitherto. The captain of my guard is a man of 


incorruptible fidelity, and all his officers are of his 
own choice. Confide in him; you will find him 


another, and a firm barrier n the deligns- of 
every enemy“. 

Hicar foreſaw the cnaſotiabls deſig ns of Waden 
That ungrateful miniſter miners. col that the 


king's frequent interviews with Zefagnia muſt end 


in his ruin, had formed a deſign to corrupt Sinka- 


rib's guards, to ſend his head to the king of Egypt, 
and to ſucceed him on the Aſſyrian N As a 


tributary under Pharao. 
Sinkartb communicated to him thi: letter, REY 
he meant to addreſs to the king of Egypt. Na- 
dan was aſtoniſhed at its contents, but conſidered 
it only as an expedient for gaining time. Your 
majeſty well knows,“ ſaid he to the king, that 
you are not in a condition to fulfil what you here 


undertake ; but you will probably avail yourſelf 


of the delay, to make the neceſſary preparations 
for war.“ —“ Ves, replied Sinkarib, I ſhall 
take every means to follow out my proſect, at the 
head of fifty thouſand chariots ; but we mult wait 
till the departure of the Egyptian envoys, that we 
may avoid giving them umbrage. Yet, even while 

they 
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wal ah here, Lmay, without [exciting)imtheny any: 
ſaſpicions, witlidraw::/Zefagnia's:guitrd) toilmure! 


them to difeipline, and to put theme itt a condi 


tion, to follow me to the war. ö 
Nadan now thought that he could gueſso bt the - 
motives; upon which the king took-othis/ ep with 
refpect to Hicar's widow, and becanieſenty,c Had, 
it not been for this, the augmentation of thelpuard; 
and the diſpoſition which Sinkarib qnow-/hegan to 
ſhew to attend to his on affairs; muſt have given 
the perfidious miniſter very ſerious fears. He 
applauded the wiſe meaſures of his .Mreign and 
promiſed to neglect nothing that could be done, 0 
put the forces: of the kingdom upon a xeſpedt- 
able footing. Hog. 
Pharach's envoys : for out Pim Tani with: 
diſpatches from Sinkarib; and believing, from the 
voice of publia report, that none of the ſages f his 
court was daring enough to attempt the interpre- 
tation of the kard queſtions Which n King! of 
Egypt intended to propoſP. . 
Zefagnia removed from Mirai 8 retirement, tall 
the ſlaves who knew him, except only the garden 
er, a man in whom: ſhe had the fulleſt confidence. 
Fhoſe and all the other ſervants being difmiſſed, 
their place was fupplied by others, to whom their 
maſter's perſon was perfectly unknown. Hicar 
prefented himſelf to the gardener, Who was in tlie 
fecret; by the nam of Abicam, a Chaldean aſtrolo- 
ger, to whom he was to allow the uſe of the ap- 
paratus, which Hiear had employed in phyſical 
experiments. Upon obtaining accefs to theſe, he 
immediately ſet about preparations for the ex- 
ecution of my cos 8 e wee a Palace 
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lHicar hnnafaten A wife I 


raver athe defarts 5 in which; thofe monſtrous i 

— uche Aces d Were Asenſtomed t. build their | 
n Pbepriwere::difteded to bring away two 

ung rocs, fuehi as were newly fledged, and to 

—— to the gardener, at the country houſe,” 
Hicar. now RAbicam, was to have two young 
ayes, each eleven years of age, whom he was to 
make ſo familiar with the birds, that they might 
acquire, in ſome degree, the ſane manners. The 
birds were found. The care of them was given 
to the ehidren; who never left them either by 
night or b day. They took their reſt and fed 
together. The moſt intimate familiarity was ſoon 

farmed among the four. The rocs, . as yet 
could fcarcely « fly, followed the children every 
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where, juſt as they would have followed their mo- q 
ther. - The children went upon the backs of the + 
birds, vho took a pleafure to bear them. Commo- 5 


cligus little ſeats were fixed upon them, on Which 
their young riders could ſit at their eaſe, and with-! 
out; the leaſt danger of falling off. At firſt the 
birds ſlew about in the gardens long cords being 
bound to their feet, by which Hicar held them. 3 
The children ſoon became maſters themſelves, and 
could guide their birds without Hicar's Yelp: The 
birds heard the vdice of their companions, with 
Steat facility, and aroſe and alighted at their plea- 

ſure. As they grew ſtronger, they became n 
more docile, ſo chat the chief thing, which now re- 
bak to o he attended wy WAYEOtcHEH We children, 
. 

EN 51 10 IT8Q iind Hoem 28H ont 2083 QB. 
* The roc ĩs avaſt bird, which is found in the defarts ak 
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what they nere ta fay and do, When they Wei 
Egypt. They happened 10 be both of great capa? 
. fore hails dificutry trectoundin ig 
part of the ſtratagem. Tefagnin came, from tine 
to time, to enjoy the-fuccefs of her Projeet and td 
acduſtom the children and tlie rocs told her Ur“ 
ders. When ever Sinkarib viſitell her, ſhe begge 
him to make himſelf eaſy, as to his engagenients 
with Pharaoh, but did not acquaint him with the 


means by hien * to eee 


e of 
poſes. , Y163 SILK: B03) Yo i 
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which he had been ſunk, ever ſince his accalion to 


the-throne-; began, at laſt, to think of teviving the. 
energies of the declining monarchy. He found 
Nadan's aſſiſtance of great ſervice to him. Nadan, 


when he faw that the monarch kept a ſtrict eye 


upon him, diſplayed all thoſe ſtores of knowledge 
with which Hicar had enriched his mind. The 
three months were now drawing to an end, yet no 
preparation had been made for the war, nor had 
any perſon been named to put himſelf at the head 
of the embaſſy. The miniſter therefore flattered 
himſelf, that the moment, for carrying his ambi-. 
tious projects i into execution, was now at hand. The. 
frontiers were defenceleſs, and expoſed to the in- 
roads of the enemy. The inhabitants of Afſyria: 


W Rank wich vl to Nee in ordert 0 n 


to jg was. got "Hina under the name 
of Abicam, aſked permiſhon to ſet out for Egypt. 
Arabians from the moſt diſtant part of the deſart, 
Were to compoſe his train. Nadan now learned, 
that a Chaldean philoſopher protected by Zefagnia, 
had anden to ſatisfy the * of Egypt in e- 


very 
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| very böinkg in Bacun pile was the greater Whenche 
1 underſtood that Ze fagnia herſelf was to accompany !- 
WY this magician, for whoſe ability to accompliſh what - 
1 he xindertook; {he- had even pledged herſelf to tlie 
1 monarch; He could form no idea of the nature 
of sthis etrhorglinar y ſtep ; but Nadan was at 
pains to pont out alk-the::dangers to which the 
would be expoſed, if it failed of ſucceſs. 

All was now-/ready for the embaſſy. The white 
train repaĩfed to Hicar's country-ſeat. | Sinkarib 
withdrew: from: the troubleſome. — to Haic: a; 
private interview with his ambaſſadoͤr.. 
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| | 
- Make: yourfelf eaſy, ſire, ſaid as den 5 
miniſter. © I confidently pen you to ſecure 3 
theTifety:of-your: dominions, the return of your : 
ſabjeQs, who have retired to the Egyptian fide; of : 
therfrontiers; tribute from Pharaoh: for four years, 


and -compenſation for the extraordinary expences 
now incurred. I leave yqu with Nadan, make uſe 
of him, he is ſkilled in buſineſs, and will be of ſer- 
vice to you. But do not loſe fight of him. I ſhall 
tell Jou at my return, why I think him danger 
dus. Since you have turned your attention to 
bufineſs, you have been leſs confefes wwe Ln in 
the purſuits of pleaſure ? 
Sinkarib's envoy immediately e on this 
journey. Four elephants bore his whole party. 
_ He and his wife, with two eunuchs, rode in a tower 
upon the back of one of theſe: The two rocs and 
their young guides, with each a ſlave to ſerve them, 
rode upon two others. On the fourth elephant, 
were four women and two eunuchs. This little 
party was eſcorted by an hundred eunuchs on horſe- 
back, armed each with a ſabre and a lance. The 
oel that contained the birds, were covered with 
ane of filk; for it was neceſſary to conceal 
them 
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them from the inquiſitive, that none might 3 
the object of their deſtination. The eunuchs kept 
watch night and day, around the myſterious: eages, | 
to keep the indifcreet at à diſtance, and to hinder 1 
every one from entering into converſation with the | 
conductors, who were themſelves i/perſnaded- that 
the elephants Varrient en, rare eee to Fund q 
raoh. 5 ys ad en 
The whole caravan Arivad at Maſ 7, mats 
meeting with any diſaſter. - Hicar pitched his camp 
in a convenient ſituation; in the neighbourhood of 
the city, and ſent to demand an audience of king 
Pharaoh, in e of ambafſador from king — 
rib. 51 nit 
The Tanabe ook had 1 perſuaded by 
the prieſts of Oftris, whoſe: temple: ſtands in the 
middle of the great lake Meroe, that the queſtions | 
which they gave him to propoſe, were | ſuch; as it 
« | was impoſſible for human wiſdom to ſolve. He 
woas on his guard againft the illuſions of magic, 
and was certain of confounding the pretended ſage 
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2 who had been ſent to him, however enlightened 
: he might be. He ſent notice to the - ambaſſador, 
1 that he was ready to receive him, and prepared to 
: dazzle and overawe os by the. ſplendor of oe 
Ex couttud 53.5 


Hicar, in a diſguiſe in ihick * iwonld have Line 
unknown, even at the court of Sinkarib, preſented 
himſelf before the monarch. His firm gait and 
dignified carraige, impreſſed the whole aſſembly 
with reſpect. He advanced to the foot of the 
throne, proſtrated himſelf, and, having paid this 
irſt homage, ſpoke as follows: 

“Sire, you have ſent the Gag! my maſter, a A 
challenge, which he gladly accepts, as it affe&s 
neither the lives nor fortunes of either of the two. 

nations. 
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nations. Fon with to contend only i in knowledge 


and wiſdom ; and I come from him to make you 


acquainted Sth his greatneſs while I admire yours, 


and to raiſe. your eſteem of him higher than ever. 


If by the favour of heaven I ſhall prove ſucceſsful 
in the conteſt, (permit me, Oh ſublime monarch. ! 


to remind you. of its conditions) we have your fa. 


cred word, that you will pay my maſter four years” 
tribute of a tenth part of all the productions of 


Egypt. If Lam unable to ſatisfy you in terms of | 


that agreement, I ſhall then pay for my audacity, 


with the forfeiture of my life, and the king of Aſ- 
ſyria, who ſets no bound s to his reſpect for ſcience, 


will hold his crown in ſubjection to you, and will 


pay into. your treaſury whatever yearly tribute 


| Your ſhall pleaſe to impoſe.” 


The Affyrian ambaſſador's modeſt and Ggnifed 
air, the order, the preciſion, and the energy of 
his diſcourſe, aſtoniſhed Pharaoh, and made him 
blame his own imprudence. A ſovereign ſunk in 


luxurious diſſipation, andoned to the impotent 


ſway of paſſion, and who oppreſſed his ſuhjects 
with the rudeft poke of tyranny, was it; pothble 


that a prince of ſuch a character, ſhould keep 


men about him of the abilities of him who had 


here expreſſed himſelf with ſo much firmneſs and 
wiſdom ? would ſach men face danger, in the ſer- 


vice of a prince, whoſe conduct vas every inſtant of 


his life marked by error and weak imprudence ? 


What better could have been ſaid by old Hicar, 
if: he had been ftill alive, and in the preſent ſi- 
tuation of this envoy from the Afyrian monarch ? 
Pharaoh was hindered by theſe reflections from 
making an immediate anſwer to the ambaſſador's. 


diſcourſe, He at laſt broke 11 lence, 


% Envoy 
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« Envoy of Sinkarib, mh is your name?“ «] 
am called Abieam the meaneſt of my ſovereign's 
{laves; I am one of the worms who have hitherto 
crawled, unknown, around his throne. At my maſ- 

ter's court, offices and honours are entruſted'to abler 
hands than mine.“ Surely,” replied Pharaoh, 


whoſe ſurpriſe, at. this, rofe his er if J. have be- | 
fore me the meaneſt of the erde of AſHyria, his dos 


minions are peopled with divinities? But if vou are 
of ſo inferior a rank, why. were you choſen i in Pre- 
ference to ſo many great men, ſince king Sinkarib 
expreſſes ſo much eſteem for me? ? 
Sire,“ replied the ambaſſador, the bee, which 
occupies. a rank between inſects and birds, is one 
of the ſmalleſt of all winged animals. Vet behold 
what a wonderful compoſition it forms! Its honey 
is even one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed diſhes at the 
tables of the greateſt- monarchs ; and in the fame 


manner, in the preſence of Sinkarih, the ſmall 


obtain due eſtimation, as well as the great, and are 
counted worthy of thoſe honours to which” fate 
has deſtined them.” 


The king of Egypt was cheliniited wh this re- 


ply. Although proud of that glare of magnifi- 
cence, with which he was himſelf inveſted, he could 


not help being charmed with merit and knowledge, 


hich ſeemed ſo extraordinary. He then diſmiſ- 
ed Hicar'; and as, he retired, invited him to oc- 
upy the fineſt palace in Maſr. But the huſband 
of Zefagnia choſe rather to return to his own 
camp; and Pharaoh ſent after him every thing 


that he ſtood in need of. Hardly had Hicar re- 


tired to his tent, when a miniſter from the King 
came to command his attendance at the palace, 
three days hence, in order to anſwer queſtions which 
| ould then be put to him. The vizier, who was 

| con- 


ht: 
x3 
i 
Ke 
: 


INST, — — — 
9 — ——— 


— 


TTT 


— 


s ARABIAN, TALE 5: 


n {killed in che practiee of courts, ib 
ceived the Egyptian miniſter, i in a manner of of which, 
i the other had 2 es , and ſent i back 
Wy by . m mortal. £4 Pte, | ON 
1 " When the three days were ex red, Hicar r pair. 
to the D palace of the King. ttendants waited at 
e ML to conduct him, i in ceremon before the 
od 7 Chete Pharaoh was ſeated. 2 monarch 
wore a 5 Pyrple robe, embroidered with gold, and 
ps ed with jewels. All the grandees in the 
ingdom pere a " ſplendid and magniſicent court 
Asdad theif ſovereign. bs 
The Aſlyrian miniſter, after fatuting the monarch 
with 'due reſpe&, waited with downcaſt eyes, and 
with his hands croſſed upon his breaſt, till Pha- 
rach mould addreſs him. 
W Abicam,” ſaid the ing, « this world is all a 
riddle; every object which we behold conceals 
under it ſome important truth. Caſt your eyes 
upon me, and round my throne; who do 1 re- 
ſemble, when thus ſarrounded by my court.: 458 
Sire,“ replied Hicar, T am here ſtruck : as I 
ſhould be, if the veil were to fall which conceals | 
the BHnitas of the country from which I come; 
methinks I behold Bilelſanam, inveſted with all 
his power.“ 


The king of Egypt ſatisfied wa "this , 


gave orders to array the ambaſſador in one of the 
richeſt robes, in his wardrobe, and diſmiſſed him 
till the fame hour next day, when he Was to re- 
mew his queſtions. 

The King Was waiting for him, Aud was clothed 
in white; while his courtiers wore .garments of 
different and leſs dazzling colours. What Tee 
you here Abicam 2” aſked Pharaoh, © 4: Tee, fire, 

|; the 
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""Flardly had he e m e Rioja: wt en an em- 
108 of. Feet admiration Was expreſſed ev 
countenance.” Pharaoh, after giving Sinkari * 
Vay a robe Kill richer than that With which, he bad 
honoured. him the preceeding day, re eee 
a thi: rd aud; ence, upon the 3405 following. 
Hi ar, on this return, found th 2 mo arch d: 2 ing 
with. fach » A Iplendor;of f jewels, that e coulc hard- 


* 


ly fix his | eyes upon im; and the viziers had "i 


dornẽed "their , perſons. with the fame decorations, 


The effect of ſuch a glare of light Og. the am- 
bailzdor to. turn his Ses upon the ound. Pha- 
raoh, availing himſelf of the eccalion, . 6 „Sage | 


An what, ſenſation: do von. feel? ©” OP en 
77 I was late i In AWaking,” refilied the ambaſſa- 
2. 8.750 Veyes, being ut new „withdrawn from 
az jag els in Which, they. were cloſed during 
flep, can hardly bear as yet- the luflre, of the ſan, 
'hoſe, image your majeſty preſents, to mer But 
K Kats raite my 1 hand before my eyes, I can con- 
75 And Uſtingnith, with the ornaments of 
20 - By the 1 Ti: ren; i borrowing their 
Eo light 
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licht from the walten __ which illuminates the 
world.” f 
Pharaoh uttered a cry. of adimifwliie; but would 
not yet confeſs himſelf vanquiſhed. Even altho' 
the Aſſyrian envoy ſhould give him full ſatisfac- 
tion, in anſwering all the queſtions that he could 
put to him, ſtill the palace in the air remained to 
be built; and it would remain with him to impoſe 
inſtead of receiving laws. However, to put Hi- 
car's ſagacity to new trials, he addreſſed him thus: 
© You have given me three ſucceſfive anſwers 
with which I am ſatisfied” After diſtinguiſhing 
to what the luſtre around me alluded ; to what 
.can you compate your ſovereign Sinkarib?“ 
Sire,“ replied Hicar, I have never preſum- 
ed to raiſe my thoughts ſo high, An attempt ſo 
entirely new exceeds my powers. It is almoſt im- 
poſſible for me to comprehend at once all the re- 
lations in which my maſter may be conſidered ; but 
there 15 none of them in which-he does not appear 
with the higheſt advantage. As the friend of 
peace, he is the ſouth wind, which, when nothin 
oppoſes its current, hardly ruffles the ſurface of the 
waves. When the north wind comes forth to diſ- 
pute his glory, then, confident in his ſtrength, he 
urges the ſtorm ; inceſſant flaſhes of lightning ſuc- 
ceed, thunder breaks in awful peals, the billows 
1aſh the frowning rocks, and the foundations of the 
earth are undermined in the depth below.“ 
' Theſe words from Hicar like the ſtorm which 
he deſcribed, ſpread terror around him. The king 
of Egypt and his court were terrified. The idea 
of Sinkarib aroſe in their minds; as the lofty pa- 
laces of Maſr over-top the petty houſes of the poor. 
Deep ſilence reigned through the aflembly, a proof 
equally of the pewers of the orator, and the con- 
ſternation 
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ſternation of his audience. Although hurried a- 
way by the enthufiaſm he felt, Hicar had describe 
| ed his ſovereign, as arrayed in the. molt... awful 
ö grandeur, yet nobody was offended. He was the 
meſſenger of peace, and it was, t herefore proper 
that he ſhould enforce it by the fear of War. 
They, had afforded him an unexpected, opportu- 
nity of convincing them that his maſter 8 ag 
was not to be deſpiſet. 85 
| Pharaoh's pride was hurt at being i remind. 
: ed that he had a rival who could contend with him 
"i in power. Of this the very prefence of the Aily- 
| rian ambaſſador was a proof. Men,” ſaid. he to 

himſelf, (are not to be eſtimated as other ani 
{1 mals; one camel is as good as another; but the 
man whom I have in my eye is worth a who 
army! For any other to ſay what he. has ſaid 
would be fooliſh raſhneſs, in him 1 it is exalted cour- 
2 3 
Having made theſe rellefiinns, he ordered Abi- 
cam to be honoured. with ſtill more m: ificent 
robes; and then addreſſed bim thus. + You will 
return to-morrow, Abicam. 1 have ſtill a 
queſtion. to .propoſe, which I expect you to an- 
wer. My demands from Sinkarih muſt be com- 
plied With, che ardour of your zeal ſhall not im- 
poſe upon me with reſpect to the degree of reſiſt- 
ance which he is in 4 condition to make to ps 
power. If you are ſucceſsful in every attempt, I 
mall reſpect your triumph as an inſtanee of the 
extraordinary favour of heaven. But if the ad- 
vantage remain on my ſide, in any thing whatever, 
wen, ſhall preyent WS: from Pr olecuti iting my 
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1. Wall. alſo inſiſt, v upon mine,” replied Vicar ; ; 
= a be Via Laing to, 22 leaps, of the king Jor 
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the fourth time, when notice was given hir 
that ieee. had Rl 1555 N Af 51 
with difpat ae exto the King. of E Sypt. 5 Hicar beg- 
ge ed pern te tall” in ie courier, receivec th 
letter, 0 5 on Bis Pence | and his head, „ and Ye 
delve t to the ſovefeig gn, to whom it was Ad- 
dreſſed. Tarach opened It. It Was U 
in the followin terms. 5 
Sinkarib, Ring of. Apjria, to Pharaoh, bing. of 
Egypt... . 


When reaſon and good faith preſide, all dif- 
ferences 3 may be accommodated. 

Since my ſervant Abicam is with you, he has 

| doubtleſs Tatisfied' all your wiſhes : and I flatter 
myſelf that you muſt be pleaſed equally with him 
and With me, who deſire only peace and your 
friendſhip, of which I reckon myſelf as ſure as if 
you bad abſolutely promiſed them. I ſhould be 
well pleaſed, brother, to be on the ſame terms with 
all my neighbours, But I have ſome, neighbours 
who are more ambitious than wiſe. The lights of 
the underſtanding are dt enjoyed by all i 
I am buſy at preſent in putting the forces of my 
empire upon a reſpectable footing, that I nay - 
make them repent the ſlighteſt i: fraction of the 
treaties fubſiſting between us. But I neell nine 
hundred kantars + to enable me to make out the 
payment of ſixty thouſand chariots of war, which 
I am making ready. This ſum I muſt beg you 

to advance 'to my ambaſſador. Such, a mark of 
your confidence will more and more conciliate wy 
eſteem. M7 I 

_ Hicar, by the Mgaclty and firmneſs of his an- 
Pers, had carried Pharioh from one _— 5 
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furpriſe to another.” Sinkarib's letter 7 4 ata his 
ö admiration to the higheſt pitch. It was 4 pro 
1 that the Aſſyrian monarch was perfectly at eaſe as 


to the ſucceſs of his ambaſſador in the taſk he had 1 
undertaken ; fince he ſeemed to conſider him even hi 
beforehand 25 having come off victorious. He 1 
f ſhewed likewiſe on what's A formidable footing his 4 
military force was, by ſpeaking of fixty thouſand. 9 
; chariots of war as an augmentation which he had A 
| __ made to it. It was'not in this ſtyle that Na- i 
i ad ſpoken to Pharaoh's deputies. The king bl 
; - Aﬀyria was underſtood to have intended the aug- 1 
mentation of his forces by no more than forty thou- it 
ſand new chariots, and even theſe were ſuppoſed. 9 


4 N n 


to be more than he could make up. But, ſo far 
was this from being the caſe, Sinkarib's letter q 
mentioned ſixty thoufand, and he aſked nine hun- ; 
dred kantars to aſſiſt him in ſo enormous an expence, 
which he treated as a mere trifle. In other cir- 
eumſtances Pharaoh would have regarded this boaſt 
merely as a ſtratagem of policy, but he could not 
avoid giving credit to this letter, in conſideration 
of the miniſter by whom it was preſented. 

« Abicam,” ſaid he, ( before I ſatisfy Sinkarib's 
demand, I muſt require you to build the palace 
which you have engaged to conſtru@ to me. Ful- 

fil your engagements, and you ſhall then have my 

reply.“ | 
Jour majeſty wilt be ſo good as point out the 
ſituation which you have choſen for it,” replied 
Hicar: for although this petty wonder is not to 
touch the ground, its ſituation muſt be determined, 
by your pointing out ſome ſpot with which cer- 1 
tain points in it muſt correſpond. You muſt com- ix] 
municate your plan to the architect in my train, | 
who has orders to follow your directions. You 
ES muſt 
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maſt lik gwiſe colle& the materials to a place where 
the — may be eaſily ſerved with: them. 
r 2% HY ea ſaid the king, Ac — of 


> clevation, ſarrognded: by a a e twenty 
feet in — by a balluſtrade three 
feet and a half high. Let a flight of ſteps deſcend 
Nos, it to ſuch a height above the ground, that a 
Reg may ſtep eaſily from a camel's back upon the 
oweſt part of the hanging ſtair-caſe. The exteri- 
x, ornaments of the, pavilion your architect may 
7 after his own fancy; ; but, it muſt be placed 
at the height of an hundred and fifty feet above 
the earth, and in a direction fronting the Aituation 
of your camp. Within four days, you ſhall have 
materials { ufficient for the conſtruction of four ſuch 
edifices, and people ready to attend and ſerve,yo1 
workmen. But reſlect ſeriouſſy upon the terms 
of our agreement 0 
I ſhould do myſelf the hoponr. nf reminding 
you of them, fire,” replied Hicar, if what is writ- 
ten could be forgotten. Within four days, your 
majeſty ſhall behold the full ROAM: of 
what you deſire.” 21 
The precigon and coolneſs of Hicar's n 
. Pharaoh's confuſion. He was now ful- 
17 perſuaded, that he had to deal with a very pow- 
erful magician; and no ſooner had the Aſſyrian 
ambaſſador retired, then he ſent for the college of 
the prieſts of Ofiris and Nubis, in order to hold. a 


mand. He informed tizm how he had thought to 
perplex Sinkarib, and had been himſelf confound- 
ed, and embarraſſed, in conſeguence of having his 


« Tie k sing of Allyria,“ fe aid: he, ©. has ſent mea 
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1 with them. They came at his com- 


propof: accepted, and the conditions . fulfilled. 


vo | 1 wile. 


ARABIAN TALES 223 


wiſe WROTE who penetrates dana ne thou urs. 
Inſtead" of uſing that dark language in which af- 
trologers commonly expreſs themſelves, he illuſ- 
trates all my ideas, ge unfolds them with” greater 
clearneſstand preciſion; than-when they firſt/ocurred 
to myſelf. Yon who are conſtiinmately {killed in 
all-fcrences, | can vou tell me who. that man is? 
Of what nature is his knowledge? In what re- 
ſources does he truſt, when he engages to build 
before my eyes a pavilion in the air, the dimen- 
ſions of which have been ſpecttied to him, and 
: at with a degree of confidence with which one 
| could hardly venture to promiſe for the conftruc- 
tion of the ſimpleſt edifice upon earth; 7 
„ Sire,“ replied the eldeſt of the prieſts, ſince 
Abicam came to your majefty's court, we have 
tried hy all imaginable means to diſcover the na- F 
ture of his conſtellation. We have preſented" the FP 
quadrant to all the ſtars in the zodiac, yet with. 
out being able to diſcover that by whoſe influence 
he is guided; we ſuſpect that its place is in a firm- 
ament removed above that to which our obferva- 
tions and calculations are confined. He comes 
from among the potent magicians of Chaldea, and 
may poſſibly be one of them himſelf. But, how- 
ever conſummately {killed in his art, it would be im- 
poſſible for him to realize any thing by natural 
means, and equally ſo, to amuſe your majeſty with 
iluſory.appearances, if only three of us oppoſe the 
employment and the diſplay of his reſources. | We 
ſhall repair to the place, on the day on which he 
is to build; and his workmen, if he has any, will 4 
hardly be able to bear the piercing fire of our *% 
looks, or the potency of our magical incantations. 15 
Ide king, upon hearing this diſcourfe, recovered H 
e eee and ordered every "Pp to be made : 
ready 
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. for the conſtrudtion o of the pavilion. Fe our 

land Farin, fix been chariots, an hun- 

Fahy Spb hants, and the ableſt Worin that E- 

Als: ald afford, were immediately employed to 
the neckifa materials. 

Hier and Zefagnia ſaw. theſe preparations, 
without uncaſineſs. The means they were to em- 
ploy were fo ſimple that there could be no doubt 
of. their ſucceſs. | 
e time preſcribed 95 elapſed. A herald 
gave Hicar notice that the king of Egypt was ex- 
" penn him. He obeyed the ſummons. 

— Wen! ' lage Abicam, “ faid Pharaoh, * what 
you wiſhed is done. All the materials are ready, 
and the place pointed out. Are Sinkarib's werk 
„n. Noe i to begin? 

. ey have only awaited a G the from your 
majeſty,” replied Hiaear ; * and if you will repair 
to the ſpot within an hour, your wiſhes ſhall be 
fatisfied. I return to my camp to urge on che 
progreſs of the work.” $9 

This was new matter of wonder to the Egyp- 
tian monarch! Abicam ſeemed to have no diſ- 
truſt in the efficacy of his reſources. The king. 
ordered an hundred chariots to be immediately 
| yaked to the horfes, i in order to afford his court an 

portunity of enjoying ſo ſingular a ſpectacle.— 
Th he college of prieſts joined the proceſſion, which 
was farther augmented by an immenſe crowd of 
people from Maſr. Hicar and Zefagnia, with all 
their train, had taken arms, and in this array wait-- 
ed to receive Pharaoh. Hicar ſtood at the head of 
his company, and appeared no leſs formidable un- 
der che banners of Mars, than in the egis of Mi- 
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** * r elephants, be 22 1815 Be, towers - O- 
rated with flags, were place in n: The 
ros, with their conductors, walted PIE I, 2 175 
parate tower, in expectation 0 the Ligne A S which. 
they were to obey. Hicax, as ſoon as "he £0 
diſtinguiſh Pharaoh's. chariot, made Zefa gnia_af- 
cend the tower which ſhe was to occupy ordered 


the muſic to play, and ſet off at full gallop 1 at 


to meet the monarch. 

The king of Egypt had no ſuſpicion that” 
cavalier, whom he ſaw. approach with fuch "Gia, 
and ſo martial an air, was the Aſſyrian ambaſſa⸗ 

dor. The other, alighting from his horſe,” was 
then at laſt diſtinguiſhed by the Prince, and paid 
his compliments. 


„What! Is it you, Abicant;! 5 laid he is, 
„ how. have you been able to diſburden Fourſelf 
ſo quickly of the load of years, and thus, to diſ- 
play. youth. and vigour not inferior in degree to 
the wiſdom of which you have given ſuch conſpi- 


cuous proofs? —4 Sire,” rephed Hicar, your: 
majeſty flatters too highly the trifling advantages 
which you are pleaſed to diſtinguiſh in Abicam. 
They are, the effects of that generous emulation 
with which the great king my maſter inſpires his 


miniſters. , But let us no longer defer the fulfil- | 


ling | of the engagements which we have con- 
tracted with your majeſty. My workmen , are 
ready and impatient to convince you of their zeal 
and dexterity in .gratiſying Jour royal wiſhes.— 
They expect your orders.” h 
Ed " them begin,” ſaid Pharaoh... Hicar went 


instantly up beſide the elephants, and waved his. 
hand. Ke this, fignal the filleting which Covered 


the two towers diſappeared.” A eat Wat "ſeen. 


aſcending in the air. She was dreſſed in the FATE 


ſyrian 
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rian faſhion, in a purple robe. beſpangled with 


| Your ſtars ; a veil of gauze, falling from the top. 


of a bonpet richly garniſhed with diamonds, float- 
ed before her on the, wind, while the blaze of the 
weren ſeemed, to vie with the ſun's rays; the 
piercing luſtre of her eyes impreſſed ſubmiſſive re- 
ſpect on all about her; her features bore an ex- 
preſſion of ſpirit and dignity; yet at the ſame time 
retained all the, graceful ſweetneſs of feminine, 
beauty; ſhe ſtruck the air thrice, with a rod 
927 ſhe held in her hand, chin rm e di- 
ſtinct — uttered theſe words: 
Humble faves. of \ powerful. prod Sinkacid Fan 
Fes, be orders of the great Pharaoh,” _ 
That inſtant a great noiſe was heard. The 
rocs, ariſing from their towers, raifed aloft to the 
clouds two 3 the lovelieſt objects that could poſ- 
fibly he ſeen. Theſe, were their young conduc- 
tors. They appeared more bright and leſs perfi- 
dious than the wanton boy of Venus; notwith- 
ſtanding the velocity with which the birtls aſcend- 
ed, 9 ſeemed to ſport playfully on their backs, 
while they mounted towards heaven, of Which 


they had the appearance of being natives. 


Garlands of flowers, the freſh luſtre of which. 
did not equal the beauty of their complexion, were 
the only bands that conſined their beautiful hair: 
but its treſſes floated in the air, and, as they were 
raiſed and e bi ſeemed to dere them like, 
wings. 125 r 

Their robes were of coloured gauze, and floated: 
around them with a dancing motion in a duapeert 
luminous circle, like the fcarf of Iris. © 4b 

In his band each waved, a golden trowel i on 
the countenance. of each ſat. an ingenuous fmile, 
e of the fearleſs; chearfulnefs with whack: 

they 
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they” moved through! the element in Which t hey 
| ared. 2 43% 01194 + 11 Hs 
Surpriſe for a while Heid Pharabh dads nis 
company mute. Soon, however, a general cry of 
admiration burſt from them as well as from II. 
car's attendants, who were as little in the ſecret as 
they. The officers of the King of Egypt's" ard 
ſaid to thoſe of Hicar's; What 'prodigy is this 
we ſee? “ We know not,“ replied the Rog 
1 5 
Pharaoh was erhitfpbttea at the” G ght. 
prieſts were in the higheſt degree aſtoniſhed 20 
confounded. At laſt the monarch, recovering hs 
uſe of his ſenſes; 'aſked what they thou ght of 
wonderful an exhibition. 
Sire,“ ſaid they, it is an effort of ma 
above all human ſkill, and abſolutely ſurpaſſes otir 
_ comprehenſion.” The king then addreſſed Hi- 


car. Ahicam !” ſaid he, what name 'grve vou 


to the enchantreſs, or rather goddeſs, whom we 
behold ? Where ate che ein whota the” com- 
F | 

1 Moſt er ne n wiplied' Ele: 
„ neither goddeſs, nor enchantreſs, nor genie is 
there; ſhe whom you ſep is a woman; two. boys 
are with her”) they are all ſubjects to the great King 
Sinkarib. l Shall we ſee them return?” —“ The 
are to Ball your pavilion, and che woman whom 


you ſee is the architect; look up; your work 


men are deſcending from the clouds. When 
Hicar ſaw that the birds were near enough. to hear 


him; Slaves 1 K l 1 cried he, 15 4⁰ eur. 
duty.” | | 


a ſtroke of ' her rod, ſhe made the 5578 abe — — 
to her. Workmen, “ ſaid A 5er . 


That inſtant the woman p deden again With 
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rian faſhion, in à purple robe beſpangled with 

Iden ſtars; a veil of gauze, falling from the top 
of a bonnet richly garniſhed with diamonds, float- 
ed before her, on the, wind, while the blaze of the 
diamonds: ſeemed, to vie with the ſun's rays; the 
piercing luſtre of her eyes impreſſed ſubmiſſive re- 
ſpect on all about her; her features bore an ex- 
preſſion of ſpirit and dignity, yet at the ſame time 
retained all the graceful ſweetneſs of feminine 
beauty ; ſhe ſtruck the air thrice, with a rod 


A he. held in her hand, and, in a firm and di- 


umble 7 of poxer fill * Sinka; 34 85 
Obey ordert of the great Pharaoh? | 

That inſtant a great noiſe was heard. be 
rocs, ariſing from their towers, raifed aloft to the 
clouds two 2 the lovelieſt objects that could poſ- 
fibly be ſeen. Theſe. were their young conduc- 
tors. They appeared more bright and leſs perfi- 
dious. than the wanton boy of Venus; notwith- 
ſtanding the velocity with which the birds aſcend- 
ed, hy ſeemed to ſport playfully on their backs, 
while they mounted towards heaven, of Which 
they had the appearance of being natives. 

Garlands of flowers, the freſh luſtre of which, 
did not. equal the beauty of their complexion, Were. 
the 4 bands that confined. their beautiful hair: 
but its treſſes floated in the air, and, as they were 
raiſed and {preg Wb ſeemed to beas them like, 
wings. 

Their robes were. of coloured gauze, and floated: 
around them with a dancing motion in a duaperer}: 
luminous circle, like the ſcarf of Iris. u 

In his band each waved a golden trowel on 
the countenance. of each ſat. an ingenuous. ſmile, 
t of the fearleſs; chearfulnefs with Are. 
they 
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they moved through! che element in hitch "4 &y 
appeared: tO ISL 2 SSHSH O0 15 1841 4 . 3 
Surpriſe for a while neld Pharach d all his 
company mute. Soon, however, a general cry of 
admiration burſt from them as well as from Hi- 
car's attendants, who were as little in the ſecret as 
they. The officers of the king of Egypt's zoatd 
ſaid to choſe of Hicar's; What 'prodigy is this 
we ſee 276 We know not,“ repli d che Aﬀy- 
1 3 
Pharaoh was erhidifp bibs at the G ght. Tlle 
prieſts were in the higheſt degree aſtoniſhed and 
confounded. At laſt the monarch, recovering * 
uſe of his ſenſes; aſked what they nutz of 
wonderful an exhibition. 
Sire,“ ſaid they, it is an effort of ma 
above all human ſkiſl, and abſolutely furpaſſes our 
comprehenſion.“ The king then addreſſed Hi- 
car. Abicam ! ſaid he, what name give vou 
to the enchantreſs, or rather goddeſs, whom we 
behold ? Where are che genies Ant ſhe com- 
mands? 1 
Moſt er eee {ben eiplice" Hicur, | 
neither goddeſs, nor enchantreſs, nor genie 18 
there; ſhe whom you ſes is a woman; two. boys 
are with her; they are all ſubjects to the great King 
Sinkarib. hal we ſee them return b — “ The 
are to build your pavilion, and the woman whom 
you fee is the architect; look up; your work 
men are deſcending from the clouds.” When 
Hicar ſaw that the birds were near enough to hear 
him; 1 Slaves 1 Se a ur HE, W ao b your, 
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e inſtant the woman pen again With bl 
_— a ſtroke of her rod, ſhe made the 0 approach 270 
1 to ert! Workmen, “ ſaid he, * your fou = 1 
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Tk Fs. "They then deſcetided'fo low that their 


Se could make tliemſelves heard. 


ubjes of Pharaoh,” ſaid they, v give us ſtohes, 


Fi and ſand, that we may buil thi palace Which 
your maſter requires.“ The king of Egypt's 
ſla ves and workmen blefled themſelves, but were 
too much confounded, to anſtvet the demand of the 
bo FS. 9 | anfingen 
fo Great | Ling, 985 ed bhi lady, from tlie 


height of a tober. thoſe whom 504 majeſty em- 


ploys are worthleſs Ethiopians.” 'Exert"your tus 
thority, and Touſe their ſouls Which are ab de- 
baſed by ſlavery : order them to receive the baſti- 
nado on the ſoles of their feet.” Pharaoh ſtood 
motionleſs and filent. Zefagnia chen {pore to her 
workmen : ſubjects of king Sinkarib, your maſter 
b to give the fulleſt fatis faction to S Ag Pha- 
{If you cannot touch the ground, yet deſcend 
as . to it as poſſible; approach thoſe, who can 
give vou no help; at the ſame time ſhe made the 
ſignal wich her rod, which they had been uſed to 
obey; ; the directed them, and they took a wheel. 
ing flight to come nearer the ground. The Echi- 


opiaus fell proſtrate on the earth, and ſuck of them 


as ftood ſtill, through pure ſtupidity, were rude- 
ly beaten down by — feet of the ros. ie 
le 
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ſtood. the ſhock: undiſmayed, He addreſſed 


The ** of. Ofiria, I: e 7 in a 
 cixels round the chief prieſt, and food firm on 
their feet. Their purpoſe was to diſpel, by their 

looks, the enchantment which they 7 Ne 5 
ſaw before them. T0 oppoſe rod to rod, the ch 

rieſt ſhould atleaſt have-remained cool and ſtea 

ut, at ſight of the boys deſceyding, he was trank 
ported, and his rod of power droppec from his hand. 
His whole company were petrited, when they ſaw 


the motion of the rod in Zefagnia's hand direct 


the ſtorm to where they ſtood. At the rapidity 
and noiſe with which the rocs approached them, 
they threw themſelves one upon another, and en- 


tangled themſelves in each other's clothes, in 


ſeeking to eſcape ſuch imminent danger. The 
whole college of ſages ſoon appeared one inani- 
mate heap. The plain, ſo lately covered with an 
innumerable crowd of people, ſeemed now a de- 
{art. ,, Only. the firm and haughty foul of Ph Rien, 
anz 

who had continued by his ſide. | 
« Abicam,” ſaid he, I have been daziled by 
vain imaginations, and puſfed up by appearances. 
With my magi about me, I truſted too much to 
their power, I preſumed that, ſince the death of 
Hicar the Chaldean, no man in Affyria was able 
to contend with me. You have evinced the con- 
trary; and you force me to grant you my eſteem, 
of which J have hitherto given 2 but flight 


marks. Being maſter of an induſtrious nation, I 


5 imagined. myſelf more powerful than Sinkarib.— 


He ſends only a woman to oppoſe me, and my 


people are reduced to automata. I deſice the 


ixiendihip and alliance of your mater. 7 e 
you between us. Come rasante to N ae 
von N. 1-4 4,6 Us "ot od ach rg il 
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and all alwepelditions; of; ay ſhall 1 
foally:debtled,? om | 


I anay be 8 hüt the king of 3 
altheughlhe thus acknowledged his a dae would 
hoi ven ferl-an-inward/mortification upon the occa- 


fin But be/was/a prudent man, and refolved to 


hide, by., his generoſity, the true motives of his 
conduct, for he feared the danger with which ns 
hamtüs reſentment threatened him. 


The rocs and their conductors / . as 
hoon as the lady, by whoſe orders thoſe wonders 


were directed, had ſeen their effect. She then en- 
tered her tower again, and it was covered ane 
with; che myſterious veil. The crowd agaift aroſe 
to animate the plain. Pharaoh, with his court, 
returned to the /palace. Hicar alighted from, his 
horfe, and directed his company to put off their 
2rmour, and retire into their teuts. The rocs 
and their guides, having only retired to a neigh- 
bouring foreſt, now returned to their towers. Hi- 
car and Zefagnia being both difarmed, congratu- 
lated each other on the happy ſucceſs of their ſtra- 
tagem, and determined on their of gas 40nd con- 
duct. | 
I éwill not give 1175 ſaid Lin 166 any one 
* the conditions which have been ſigned, and to- 
morrow all ſhall be finally ſettled. The king of 
Ez7pt's imagination is much ſtruck, his people 
are equally aſtoniſned. I ſhall avail myſelf of 
theſ e dilpoſitions of theirs, and make the beſt terms 
I may for Sinkarib. The treaſury which Nadan 
has exhauſted muſt be filled; the forces of the 
Kingdom muſt again be put upon a proper foot- 
Ing, \and the frontiers in a ſtaxe of defence If 
Parson comes: to know that be has beeen the 
dupe ok artifce, we fall be unable to reſiſt his 
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| aged. As ſoon, W as web return to my 


country-houfe, where I mean to ſtop before g 
ing to Niniveh, I will ſend the rocs to tiie defarti by 
al truſty huntſman The boys he ſhall ſeparate 


from tliem hy night, and hringrback tel me upon 


a chmel. Sinkarib would notebe able toll repreſs: 
his curiofity to behold thoſe Wonders wech Had 
aſtoniſned Egygt; but it is neceflary! that the idea. 
of the marvellous part of this affair hiuuld remain 


impreſſed upon the minds of the ſovereigni and ihis 


ſubjects; it will give them confidence ſin their avat. 
ſtrength; and willi hinder them froni- tho wing 


themſelves into thei chains of their en mis eh 


thoſe very means by which they ſeeks toi zero: 
them. Not, (continued: the ſige Hicar)m chat > 


would: decerve: the king of: Egypt as to evEʒr R 
point; but:; he ſtiall not know from me thoſe 


truths, of which-it is: hetter that he ſhould remain 
ignorant. I owe: to my oπ¼n character, and to 

that of: ambaſſador: which: F ſuſtain eee 
him in due time ho Abicam was. I ſhall em» 
ploy. no other conttivanes for this purpoſe, than 


that to which I have already had recourſe, the 


ſending of a letter from Sinkarib by a pretended: 
courier, which E brought; ready ſealed from Ni- 
nivch, to make uſe of it pon the:accafions > Af 
ter agrreinig upon theſe; matters, the good,couple- 
made; themſelves eaſy, and waned without ane 
xiety for the events of the next da ⁶ü 

In the! city of: Maſr, and in the royal ales 
all was ready to give the Aſſyrian ambaſſador the 


moſtt magnificent reception. He: was no longer 


treated as the envoy. of a prince in vaſſalage to 
Pharaoh A deputation of the nobles of the 
burt. ame to mett bim at the gates of the city, 
and ä be * the throne, the: ys 
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after receiving this” homage, deſoended . dic 
braced him. 5911015 20 1610 Dio 7s 105 
Is . e Abicam,” aid - bel 4 rare, presteus 

man, your appearance, your words, and Four ac- 
tions hade taught me to know King Sinkarib? Iebm- 
mand millions Gf ſlaves ; but he reigns over men. 
Well might Aſfyria boat, although” it had pro- 
duced no other great character but Hiear and 


_ yon You were, no doubt, a diſciple of that fape. 


Lou muſt have known him familiarly !“ —“ Sire,“ 
rephed Abicam,'* your majeſty ſhall be inform. 
ed in due time concerning my connectious with a 
man for whom you ſeem to have entertaĩned ſo 
much eſteem, “ If I have acted diſreſpectfully 
to Sinkarib,“ replied Pharach, „the murder of 
that great man was what excited me to do ſo.— 


= Since that event I have regarded the king of Aſ- 


fyria as a tyrant from whom it was my duty to 


delivet the earth, “ and if Hicar were {till 


alive,” faid/Abicam; he would certainly endea- 
vour to revenge his prince, for the calumnies 
which have been circulated againft the monarch 
upon his account. Forgive me, ſire, if I cannot, 


in this inſtance, fall in with your majeſty's way 


of thinking. No perſon was ever more devoted 

than Ito the reputation and intereſts 'of that vi- 
rier. I muſt continue fo till my death; but I 
know, and you will one day know, that he Was 


nat always blameleſs. n 150 2) 


Sixteen years abe his niafoctuans, ew 
he himſelf fooliſhly whetted the fword which 
was to give him the fatal ſtroke, and delivered it 
to Sinkarib, by whoſe: hands it was employed. 
At preſent, I ſay no more. I appear here as the 
meſſenger of my maſter's intentions to you, ſire - 


it 8 me not to pretend to his confidence, 


5 8 and 
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and betray it, But to return to Hlieango] ęan- 
not avoid blaming him; he aſpired to 
repoſe and inactivity; man is born to teihſ( and it 
is vain for him to hope for tranquillity oin he 
courſe of this life. When publie affairs ate i the 
hands of a wiſe man, he ought not to yieldupchis 
truſt to one who is: raſh and fooliſu. tf UI W 
I begin to be perſuaded, that Hiear Was 
wrong,“ ſaid Pharaoh, ſince wiſdom, ſpeaking 
by your mouth, points out his errors. For 1 
think you too much his ſuperior to aſcribe to him 
faults for which he is not really blameable“ h 
+. You-ſhall ſoon be convinced, fire,? replied 
the Aſſyrian, that I am in no reſpect ſuperion 
to Hicar. I am ſo unhappy as to find reafon to 
blame myſelf for as mung faults as I e Wan, 
ed in him.?“ n 
„But,“ aid Pharaoh; 66 dagen we roam to 
talk of the terms, which 1 conſider as already ſet- 
tled, will you not tell me of What nature is the 
object which appeared in the form of a woman,, 
and which you have repreſented as Sinkarib's ar- 
chitect? I. ſhall tel! you, fire, but your prime 
miniſter muſt not know it. She 1s. fiſter to the 
deceaſed king, and conſequently aurt to him who- 
now reighs in Affyria. She voluntarily offered to 
falfil vour wiſhes, on condition that her name 
and character ſhould be concealed. . I can 
give her no higher proof of my admiration,” ſaid: 
the king, “than by: acquieſcing in her deſire; 
yet it is with difficulty that I refrain from ren 
dering due honours to her birth, her merit, and 
eſpecially to the extraordinary power with which 
ſhe is inveſted. Indeed, ſire, ſhie is on many ac 
counts worthy of every diſtiuction; but it is not 
| oth A her greateſt ſuperigrity conſiſts 3. 
| | 3 Lt. 
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iu nltis reſpe@tratl the other women in Hflyria ard 


Her qual SIR Vo 10 nemesis & to bs 26 -9113 1s 
Let us. ſignl eur treaty; Abicam, andubave 
defle no eto the friendſhip of Sinkaribl; I 
ſadulc tex ſpe iin in Ninioeh) and to admirE 
is — —— Wr. Orders are given to pay you = tenth 
fou ends d revenue of my dominions. To! 
——— nine hundred kantars, which your 
ſovercigi aſked xo be expended on the conſtruction 
of thafiots'of war. Tell him that I am ready to 
job fim againſt his enemies. I ſhall immediately 


Hifi his fugitive ſubjects, who have entered 
Egypt” You will — him this letter from 


me.“ ; 790 1 £4 n. inn 
pura, bing” of Egypt 7 Sintarib, a of 
Arie. 10 


Ae Glory to Abele powers Hon. ot the gra- 


ces proceed, which are poured out upon the ane 


Glory! to him who is erowned by them 
Brother, I challenged you to diſpute 5 
palm of wiſdom: the conditions of the diſpute 
were fixed by myſelf. I am, however, vanquiſh- 
ed, and I chearfully pay the forfeit, for I have 
heard Afd ſeen wonderful things. Lou aſked me 
for nige hundred kantars to ſupply ſome extraor- 
dinary expences; Jam happy to oblige you. 


Fou ſhall be aequitted of the debt upon ſigning a 


treaty of alliance with me, offenſive and defenſive, 
which will be preſented to you by your enlight- 


ened ambaſſador, already executed by a and 


ſealed with my great ſeal,” 1 97h yore 
Ahicam was loaded with hiding and e 
Zefagnia received a bunch of diamonds ſet ſo as 
to reprefent the fun in all his- radiance; andithey 
rr Nut departed for Niniveh, bearing with 
them the — PrGp OI of the King of 
SAHL ; : Egypt. 
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Egypt. Two nobles fromo the Egyptian court, 
at the _ of a detachment of cavalry,-[eſqorted; 
_ the. embaſſy, to the frontiers 3 1941 


Hicar was ſomewhat uneaſy oats: is honehg. 
He did not wiſh to ſee! nnn eyes:hixed an ;the 
cages: in which his birds were confined. pa- 


| licy would have 1 bim torſtrangle an bu 
ry them in his tent. But lit Was not in hig natuxe 
to harm animals from whom he had xegeived uch 
an important ſervice. He: ſatisfied; himſelf with 
guarding them cloſely Whenever he was obliged 
either 10 halt >by day, or to pitch; his campaby 
night, ſo that none could diſcover the GEAR 
artifice he had employed. * ace 
In the mean time he diſp patched a meſſenger to 
Sinkarib with a letter in = name of Abicam, in- 
forming him in general of the ſucceſs of the em- 
baſſy, of the return of his fugitive ſubjects, and of 
the approach of the convoy with the nine hundred; 
kantars, and the ſum which Phargob, had, farfeit= 
ed by: the failure in the conteſt for ingenuitye;;(c. 
Nadan read this letter, and was confounded, at, 
its contents. Who,“ ſaid he, “ can this Abi- 
Cam bee this favourite af Zefagnia who! has per- 
formed ſuch wonders in ſo. ſhort a time? Sinka- 
rib, in the higheſt elevation of his glory, might 
have eſteemed bimſelf fingularly happy A he had 
only ſtood on an equal footing with the King of 
Egypt,; but this man reduces Pharach to à trihn- 
tary of Aſſyria, and this at a time when, if he 
had only ſhewn himſelf upon the frontiers, all in 
theſe dominions muſt have yielded before him! 
Nadan was overpowered with aſtoniſhment ;. this 
ſtranger Was a dangerous rival to him, and he be⸗ 
gan already to caſt about in his mind for means 
by which he might remove wn Wel 14 


SATl 
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Sin kaxitz thapked heaven for having preſerved 


e „do relieve. him ont of. the embar- 
e hich he Ma Fon Nope, 15 his: 
else. 3 


Row e het with a. loud voice the 

Aa, dee at Maſr. *“ Is, the man hom 
you. have employed amagician ?” ſaid. Nadan to 
Sinkar1h.., No,“ replied the king; 4. howey- 
er he is a wonder of a man.“ While this event 
was matter of wonder and. converſation: to the 
court and the city,. Zefagnia returned to her pa- 
lace, and the pretended Abicam ſent, notice to the 
hing, that he ſhould take two days“ reſt in his: 
country, retirement, before coming to court, to give 
nt of his embaſſrypr. 

- Sinkarib- eagerly repaired to the 1 of. his 
aunt, and was informed of the ſucceſs: of ber in 
vention, of which. no hint had before been com- 
munieated to him. He congratulated her on her 
good fortune. But, as Hicar had foreſeen, he Was 
curious to ſee the birds and the boys whoſe exhi- 
bitions had humbled the pride of Pharach. . 

IThoſe you cannot ſee,” ſaid Zefagnia. Hi 
car when he engaged them in your ſervice, pro- 
miſed them freedom, when the purpoſe for which 
they had been employed ſhould be accompliſhed. 
Beware of undeceiving Pharaoh, or of removing. 
the impreſſion Which theſe; events have made on 
the minds of your people. IL am glad too, that 1 
Have occafion to ſee you before my huſpand's ap- 
pearance at your palace. He cannot poſſibly. re- 
ſume all the functions of the vizier, under any o- 
other than his real name; ner can he act with 
the ungrateful Nadan, either' as his colleague, or 
his inferior in offiee. That wretch is the author 
of all the dark machinations by Which your mind 
vw | | Was 


rr Ic} 2 i % 4 


x 
4 
| 
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Was led with prejudiecg Ag FT act e 
5 np it was prom MEL: 'bu have börne with! 
m. But God having now reftored © gur old vi 
on Jou ought no longer to, retain a dangervits 
miniſter, who 'ploxted me ruin, and” would” gladly 
#&60mpliſh* yours: He on ht to terminate” ls 
wickell career on the ſeaſfold5 hut T. would Wit 
Jour majeſty to leave him to the diſpoſal of Hi 


car. The baſe Nadan is his nephew, and ſhonld 


be pumſhed by the beneficeut hand he has abuſed! 
Sittkarib agreed to Zefagnia's requeſt, and retürn- 

ed forthwith to his palace, where Nadan wis ans 
xiouſly awaiting him. The king himſelf was not 
without uneaſineſs. He no ſooner ſaw his'perfidi- 
ous miniſter, than addreſſing the ( captain of Hicar"s" . 
guard, who was then in waiting; ſeize the cri- 


minal, “ ſaid he, pointing to the vizier, bind Him 


and let him be inſtantly carried to” the palace 


_ ofthe grand vizier Hicar his uncle. "Diſpeſe* of 


him as the* princeſs Zefagnia ſhall order; and do 
you Fourſelf with your company reſume your for- 
mer ſtation in her ſervice. Nadan was inſtantly” 
arreſted, carried away, and lodged in the fame 
dungeon in which his uncle had "beck werner 
coneealed from his fury. 1 
After this bufineſs was aifpatihed, Smleurib 'all 
ſembled his eouncil, and communicated 5 
bow happy he was in havin 8 recovered his old vi 
zier Hicar; gave them an account of tees 
vices, Which the worthy man had done him in 
Egypt; and concluded with congratulating them 
on the happineſs: which the reſtoration-of fo en- 
lightened a miniſter tohis former Aber bene 
ed to promiſe to all Aſſyria. aSPB , eee 
Hicar was received in the city, with zeclama- 
tions of joy and congratulation from all the _ 
*£ | n * Qs 
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| bg They conducted him in triumph te che foot 
eee Where the ſupple eurtieres gane 
hag the moſt fawning reception. 
þ er preſented to Sinkartbs the letter of 
4 wi IP e The. monarch ſigned the 
5085 1 and, it was ſent back to, Pha- 
rag obliging anſwer. Hicar found n 
Gul, in «ng his ſovereign to this mea-. 
ſuxe. A courier was inſtautly diſpatched to E- 
925 „ho Hiqcar alſo arged with the follow! 
letter from himſel. 
I To,the powerful, bing Pharaoh, ſovereign naler 
f-the | e Egypt. hb 31 r 
ab Sire, Hicar was reſtored to life chat he might, 
| er the name of Abicam, admire, the knowledge 
and virtue which adorned your auguſt character. 
If he avoided, making himſelf known to your ma- 
| jeſty, when ſo: ſtrongly, tempted to the diſcovery: 
by zeur. royal. kindneſs, yau, will, be pleaſed: to 
alenihe- the reſerve ſolely to the meaſures, Which 
obliged: him to keepſup the character in which ſhe 
had ance: appeared at your: court. Vour majeſty 
can now: account; to yourſelf for any hints that 
were rect by: een to the eee. of; 
Hicar.” inn 1112 £3TE 3919 
After the vizier F 6 eee 
W reſumed. the reins of government, 
he returned to his own palace, and there learned} 
that Nadan was in chains. He reſolved, although 
not without. confiderable pain, to ſpeak to the. 
perſidions wretch. He could noty-. ought; not, 
any account, to obtain his pardon,; and 
yet he: KT: Apart NO . ee him to- 
dest tl of qHinsmud Zufhingon 
8 4 NS 7 45 COUCH vis mts 2 10 = 4 
13997 | 457 ears [ 581 QOOMS TERNED EW Now - 
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He entered "the dungren nde 56 #88 faintly 
lighted by a lamp. He there fad his treacherd 
nephew ſtretched oi A bet of ftaw. tt. 

Well, Nada,“ faid” he, de vod tiled 
what you have been, What ou have done, and 
what you are at preſent? Can you turn dor e 
upon yourſelf 27 « Not without confation on,” e 
; _ phe Nada n. I SC 
$A Mere relutned Eicar, „ after tiring” in 
ü blood and ſlaughter, happened to paſs by à four 
tain, ſaw his own image in the water, 'and viewed 
it with horror. While you lived in your wicked. 
neſs, you knew no remorſe; do you feel it now! 208 
% Ah! I know, I feel it.“ No, you feel it 
not. Were your remorſe equal to your” erimes, 
you could not live under the weight. . For- 
give me, uncle; think that the fame blood flows 
in the veins of us both.“ 

Phe Ganges once, when it overflowed its 
biinks) depoſited) # quantity of its water in a 
hollow between two hills. The ſtagnatin, g ftuid 
corrupted, and ſpread infection around. The in- 
habitants of the neighbouring hills curſed thoſe 
infected waters.” How,“ ſaid they, date theſe 
creatures curſe the waters of. the ſalutary river, 
without which men would ſoon perth for thirſt !” 
6 Peſtilential waters,“ replied a genie, the 
Ganges acknowledges you not, ſince Jou emit 
poifonous exhalationss Call me no longer 
your uncle; then, erer . 6 name 540 755 
ſelf my nephew. % 3015156 

% Well, Hicar, you are Abl Gan generous 5; 
treat me as a man.. That cannot be by re- 

cogniſing humanity in thee, but by avenging the 1 

cauſe of injured humanity upon thy head. A {iv 
wolf was caught among the lambs which were 1 
guarded © | || 


— 


ern 


8 


8 KA Tprief er Dis xd 
66 9890 Saf ne Wir he to the Keeper' bf ttie fleck; 
3 — ing my * paws} and lem 


e. tis in thy heart, 
— the Hrepti« mon ee 94 
bgzb hugh ys ſhowdfirppoſeiſo7?!: 


© #& dae Wolff e yd dre devoted to peace u 
. de the knife only in offering fa“ 
fes, and I am ted vile an objec to be offered 
to your god; my blood would ſtain youỹ robe 
fic bands Only the-blood'of _—_— 
Rain teſs;”" aid the p. prieſt; Plunging ing the 
be in tiiv/thvoat; tende, wretar'” T:ſacrifice' 
this ee che ſetuvity"6f all the foeles on tarth 29000” 
Ten ULAR ah my judge then,” faidNadan; 
* Ittemble, wretch te hear thee fpeuk of juf 
rite.) Can I poſſibly do thee juſtice ? Reflect on 
my kindneſs and thy treachery, my love, and wy 
barbarous hatred: The law has faid nothin 
inſt ingratitude. This was a crime Above * 
ach : of ſuch atrocious baſeneſs heaven has fe!“ 
deten the puniſhment to itſelf. u 2 1 
44 Welli“ ſaid Nadan, & ſend: mes te the wildeſt 
WT of the deſart. Thou ſhouldit there be pur 
ſued by avenging furies, who would cbntinue to 
haunt thee even after thy death: this is the pùniſſi- 
ment thy crimes deſerve; but I wilt not deal f 
eruelly as to give thee” up toit. 1 ſhould GA 
wiſh remorſe to wring thy guilty heart that Won 
mighteſt, at leaſt, have ſome feeling of forrow'i 
If thus brought to penitence, thou mighteſt make 
ſome amends for thy crimes, brenn 
% Alas! you ſee me ſhed tears 2 


weepeſt to fee that my head has Rea | 
——— art in fetters, and "NF 
* 11 


wh 


— 
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ee muſt ſuffer pusiſhmant. 
ngt barely eee A 
+ Hicar- having thus ſpaken, went out, laggent- 
ing te find, that the have no Reps. = 
bringing, his nephem re. e went, £0. 
after it vim dead. 
priſon 3 chus the 


from his bn baſeneſs.. He had . 
with his hair to a , iron in the; walls 
the dungeon. e binde bhooid vas bo o " 
Hicar and, Zefagnin, were conſoleds "The 5 
tachment of Sinkarib campenſated for the. 
neſs; which they had ſuifered from Nadan. The 
monareh, ſenſible of the danger to which he had 
been expoſed by an artful and wicked miniſter, 
turned himſelf, diligently to attend to. his own af- 
fairs, and thus gained-the love of his own ſaby. 
jects, and the admiration of foreign nations. 1 
a anidjon bist a wel a | barred 'srozadugd 
Tux ſtory of Sigkarib and his two, wiaiers heit | 
thus ended, Schahriar ſeemed. not to have diſliked 
it. He was pleaſed with the puniſhment of. the 
ungrateful ; . Nadan; and with the addreſs with 
Which Hicar had ſuſtained the character, of Abi-, 
cam at Pharaoh's court. He was very, much a- 
muſed with the flight of che ot. duch da dexte- 
rous management of the boys. 
Dinaxzade was much. — wich pk, charac- 
ter of Zefagnia. Lou have deſeribed a woman, 
ſiſter, ſaid the, to Scheherazade, for whom IL hava 
conceived-fuch. eſteem,- that I have not been curi- 
us. 10 enquire her age of you; and, if vou had 
even told. me that ſhe Was advanced in life, I 
ſhould certainly have forgotten this eirenmiſtance 
ſo lovely, ſo — ide due the appear. 
But 3 Jong, 4 
Vor. II 


— * — u— — — 
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Haps ade wöchriec but che attention of bur OY 
reign lord the Sultan; I ſhould with yott, ſiſter, 
10 tell the ſtory of the Schebandad of Surat, which 
Trebollect to have heard with- great pleaſerte; = 
- 40 Tifhould - Willingly begin it,“ faid the fir 
Sultana, rere not day beginning to appear,” 
. At leaſt, chen, fiſter, replied Dine arzade, 
4 fr ions begin it to-morrow morning.“ 
ns: "That On” be: a8 our lord the Sultan Ay or- 


der. 55 
; The Sultan Was next day ee ro Wey 


her word; Pes bighnels + gh Ee and the 


nents thus. e509 1 
NAR : — 
Ve; LÞ 


Sroxr of a the Taue. if the SerzaanDAD 0 
8 ira N 


K Schebar dad, (of eminent rovechltn) of Survt 
Had four ſohs. whom he had ſettled advanta- 
geouſly in the world. Tt happened that after twenty 


E 


Years, each of them bad only one child; each of 


dhe three eldeſt, a boy, and the youngeſt a daugh- 


ter. 

Vafumé was tlie young woman's name. Be- 
vor nature and education, ſhe was adorned with 

every feraale accompliſhment ;* her wit, beauty and 
other eminent qualifications were talked of through 
I Zurat. Her three couſins were all paſſionately 
in love with her, and "contended for the honout"of 
obtaining her hand. THis" rivalſhip” might Have 
had dangerous —_ which the Schebandad 
foreſeeing 
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indifferent, I have thought of an expedient,. by 
which my preference may be determined. My 
couſins have all a great ſhare of wit. That one of 
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fareſeeing, called a meeting of his family, and 12 
addeſſed the 3 folks. 2 gn 3 5101 121. 51 
Children ſaicd he, ( Vafurne can haye on 
one huſband. Her father and. think yon all: 
alike deſerying: of her hand, 85 as the happineſs 
of your loyely: couſin.) is partigul larly,concerngd ay 9 215 


in my opinion, the choice ſhould be left to herſe 


e Who is preferred by her, ſhall have my; _— 
The three couſins could not object a ſo rea- 
ſonable a propoſal. The Schebandad greed, to 
communicate it to his grand daughtEr,, . Nafume 
ſcemed at a loſs, „ Father,” ſaid the, 4 1, 925 


my three couſins all equally Well, and, ſh 


ſorry to diſoblige any of them. However, — you 
inſiſt upon me to make a choice, and I am nearly 


the three ſhall be my hufband, who tells the moſt 
entertaining ſtory : for where there is in all other 
reſpects equality of merit, I believe the man who 


has the moſt cultivated underſtanding, is the moſt 


likely to make his wife happy.“ . I ſhall com- 
raunicate to them what you. propoſe,” rephed the 
Schebandad. As they have not had time to pre- 
pare themſelves, vou will have the better judge of 
cheir powers of invention. I know their abilities; 
and the prize for which they contend will make 
them do their utmalt to ſurmount every difficulty. 24 
The Schebandad went to inform the young men 
* their miſtreſs? determination; and ſoon after, 
returned to Veſume, followed by her father and 
her three lovers. Tbe whole company fat down, 
and the yaung men prepared to begin the conteſt. 


The eldeſt was beginning his ale Beg 15 far - 


Indian maid Interrupted r gather 
71 8 145 i 4 | « My 
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xi 800d 6 oufin,” aid (he, gilt perm qg ot 
erg 3 r N ne 
to introduce A perſon whoſe penetration may g b 
15 0 jpdgme 1 Dara!“ faid ſhe, ſpeaking g to 5 a 
1 55 g⁰ Jl 1 2855 pin Nate that PF want, her. 
$7 1185 continued the young lady. 

ge a part of 1 my inſtruction frol 

| 79517 Ke ufed formerly to 2 
me : none of you "at have it in his power to pre- 
feſs or corrupt this judge, for ſhe is blind; her 
tec ifion therefore, muſt *neceffarily be favourable to 
true merit. 6 e 
SSA. Come Me, good nurſe,“ ſaid the to' Nane, 
who w vas now at the door, Lad come befide me, and 
pri re to liſten attentively. My father i 1s. "here; 
with ſome other good company, who are going to 
tell you ſtories ; fit down on my fofa,” “ 
Nane with fome hefitation, went and ſeated her- 
elf befide Vaſume, whom ſhe knew by her voice : 
and he who had offered to _ firſt, 00 a 
| ed thus. | 
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Bee a potter at Bagdad, i 4 tradeſman 
4 in tolerably good circumſtances: After Hav 
ing been a number of years married, he loſt; His 
wife, whoſe health had been undermined by 4 Ait 
contented temper. She Jet wan a ſon flateen yeats of 
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The had often occakion to b 
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"I Potter began fror to Hequent 
9995 uſe! of f Narilha, Dido py 8 855 e 
ſelf.” „She v Was A, erfümer, and; Walls for 
preſerving the Freſhneſs « of the ſkin, a ” nd. tHe 5 Ee 


of; the complexion, and thus þ eferyin : bay from 
the withering influence, of ti 1 FR "By. thi 9 85 


10 apartments of the Ca ene palace, We | 
principal Harams of the, capital. , ut 1 e 


fitions did not continue 10118, in, Faſhion, 8 c 
ferred enly a momentary Dea uty, 1 8 * 


niſhed, and left the S e mare hc 1 05 an 
befors. W herefore, the Wide DW, ſeeing he 


or, tra 


decline, reſolved , to marry the pores pad, N23 8 


herſelf miſtreſs, of his little fortune. n 
Dalhuc was too much captivated, not to 8 

the propoſal. By virtue therefore, of. her influence 

over his heart, and of A contract e et gre 


che cadi, the perfumer Loon became-miltreſs. of hi 


Houle. = 
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Narilha had a ſon who was of the ſame age witly 
Dalhuc's ſon. He was one of the moſt ſtupid 
lubberly boys in Bagdad; yet nothing the leſs for 
that, the idol of tis mother. This vain and filly 
creature, who was called Badur, preſuming upon 
Dalhuc's weak fondneſs, for bis mother, quarrel- 
led with his father in law's ſon, who notwithſtand- 
ing the natural ſweetneſs of his temper, ſoon pu- 
niſhed him, for his abuſive bzhaviour, by giving 
him a ſound beating. The mother in a rage 
drove her ſtep-ſon out of the houſe; and the po 
fellow. Was obliged to retire almoſt naked, to ; <4 
We a brother of his mother” Bogen $1 mk 

2 Navi having thus rid herſelf of tha pa 

fore ſpy. upon her fe b 5 aght 

il avant. herſelf of her {kill in her We 2 


. X 3. ion 


_ 


his ee city, open- 
rita ſhop, and became fruit woman to the 
5 — tocans of the purveyor to the 8 ö 
1 Sine A eids e nit 20 f 
r Dalhuq thus driven from his fatheria* 
none had gone ina verymtlancholy mond to his 


uncle Caſſana. Gaſſanak Was one of the honeſteſt, 


andt ahleſto men in Bagdad, but he had too large a 
family of his dn, to be ſo ſerviceable to his ne- 
phew as he could have wiſhed. Angry, however, 
at the Mrongs his nephew had ſuffered, he determin- 
ed t beg tlie aſſiſtance of a geomancer, a friend of 
his, and prevailed with him; to enter warm i into 
the boys aufe: what fort of revenge would y 
have to be inflicted on your nephew's ſtep- mother? 
„ J would humble this arrogant woman,“ re- 
plied Caſſanak, G deprive her of the money which 
the has wheedled from Dalhuc; and with it ſettle 
m nephew inthe-worldi The ybung man had been 
promiſed: 1 in marriage, the only: Hfaughter of a rich 
barber, with whom he was in love, and by whom 
he thought himſelf beloved! But Narilha has 
made his father alter his intentions; and the young 
woman is no intended for Badur. I ſhould. 
with,” ſaid Caſſanak. 1 to unmafte ber to her huſ⸗ 
band's eyes.” mats. f 51 15 HQ * 21 AE fit 
e Von ſhall accompliſh bat! von ee 
plied the geomanter -. Tou vourſelf mall carry 
the enterpriſe into exetulion, and; IL. ſhall only di- 
rect it. Go, hire, without delay, the moſt con- 
venient Ffruitdhap you can find in che neighbonr- 
hood of the palace. Mhen you have hargained 
for it, come back bither, and you hall find alk 
ready? Caſſanak, pleaſed with having found an 
opportunity cto abenge timſel am Narilha, imme- 
diately Hud! a op, Paid: ddragh-2roney: upon the 


2010} bargain, 
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bargain, and returned. Vu Have been; oft 
tious,?? ſaid the gedmancer, mor. ave? I been 
idle; here are the: means by which you may; furs 
ceed in your defign. Take this Armenian robe#i 
and conical cap, take: alſo this paper hic en- 
tains particular inſtruttions: which yon muſt>dhoc 
ſerve next morning; carefully: ſtudy thE Words 


rrhich you are to profounbe iti 2 lo woe nd. 


whenever any prodigy may be neceffary! for your: 
meaſures, boldly/ command it. I habe given yo 
arms, and ſhall aid ybur intentions. Tomorrow 
morning let your nephew appear iii the ſlop πν ieh 
you have hired ; but, to avoid tlie prying eye of 
meddling» curioſity, let him careful reprefs his 
ſurpriſe at what he ſhall ſee happen??? ad 03 5y8r 
Caſſanak returned home, and «retired to his clo- 
ſet to ſtudy privately the character he was to re- 


preſent. He waited impatiently for the return of: 


morn. No ſooner had light appeared than he put 
on his magical robe, and conital cap. He then 
ſent Dalhue to his poſt; and ſct out himſelf to- 
wards the hbuſe of Narilha. Thie iruit was dif. 
poſed in her ſhop ſo as to have the beſt ſhew; he 
xpreſſed furpriſe at its fineneſs. Taſte, aid 
ſhe, „fir ſtranger; theſe fruits are ſtill better 


than they appear to be.” Caſſanak required no 
more intreaty, and found them truly good 


was intending a journey to Damaſcus for fruit,” 
ſaid he, „but, if you and Fean agree, madam, as 


I ſindt here Wat I want, I ſhall ſpare myfelf that 


trouble. In truth, ſir, and without any puf- 
fery of my goods, the gardens of che caliph pro- 
duce nothing ſo favoury and delicious,“ replieck 
Narilha; hat you ſee here is intended in 
part for his o table, and the tables of his hHñouſe- 
hold. However, tal oblige u, fix, I ſtrall * 
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a Madam I feel m ſelf highly 

8 11 bg oinplaiſance ; 3 60 Al ſha guy for 
; tor repent. . ut, in truth, theſs 
200 the a in els might be proud to eat 


Fa Fr of $ theſe Fomegranates, and. 


Price.” Nai üha Was greatly ſorprif 
iter b. gene of Praiſe, he 
| nott 1 pomegranates ; he deter- 
ee upon him by enhancing the 

at Was exorbitant. The Ar- | 
1 0 Link t won, hefi tation, 


11 50 GAL oY 9 85 pi 80 85 
at down in the middle of the ſhop, threw 
155 0 pomegranates with all his might into 
tlie air, and they inſtantly diſappeared. Narilha 
and. her ſon uttered cries of aſtoniſhment. The 
pretended Armenian took. from his pocket A filver 
tube, and ſeemed to articulate fome words in a low 
voice. Immediately after he put his ear to a 
ſpeaking trumpet of the ſame metal, and pretend- 
ed. to liſten to ſomething which was ſaid. Then 
putting up his inſtrument, and aſſuming an air of. 
ſatisfaction ; 

Madam, ſaid he, your E haye heen 
wed, .and found delicious. 1am ordered to pur- 

all that You: can, ſpare, and. to fend them a- 

= inſtantly. It wil be ſoon done, for people 
have been ſent. to allft me. Here is my. purſe, 
take what money you pleaſe in payment for your | 
fruits.” The fight of the gold awakened the ava- 
rice of Narilha. Sie would willingly have tak - 
en the whole purſe; 2. but out of ame ſhe farts. 
fied herſelf with thirty f. Fry * Fe .for, 
what was. not Worth ve or FX 
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dif; appeared Wich EO much Veloci 
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The" KG Li nian, far 1 oi being Sy hed did. 
8. 19 5 the leaſt N 1015 the en Ne her, 
charge. He then took up tl the f kruit 9 Rug: ey. 0 
lon to the T1, ht hand, an, e he left, 
the Frivits in tlie ſhop, wers ſo 580 in 9 an 


7 as If the) 455 


fruits With hate” eyes. 4 How, Whither, and 55 
what means have you | ſent all the fruit away 
ſaid ſne to the Armenian.—“ Madam,“ re 5 
he, 12 am rand purveyor to the Hark, in which 

it 15 always, either toß hot © or-too co d; 9 o 
too ary, ſo that not] ng comes to 5 ttt 1 
L had come down to. the earth to colle& 1788 
fions, and 1 muſt confeſs, that, in conſequence of 


the fame of the fine fruits of Damaſcus, T was 


going to that. city, "when 1 happened accidentally | 


to paſs your ſhop. . The fight of your fruits drew | 
me in. Their fragrance increaſed m.  furpriſe, 
and the taſte completed the charm. I ſent two for 
trial, and, immediately received orders to take | 
them all. If you are equally well provided to- 


- Morrow, and on. ſubſequent days, nothing ſhall be 


left in your ſhop, and you ſhall become but. wa. | 
man to the firmament.“ TEE 
"Narilha rubbed her eyes, and ſcarcely "knew 
whether the. was awake or dreaming; to ſuch's 
degree was ſhe affected by the good news. The 
fobliſh Badur gaped, and looked alternately on 
his mother, the Armenian, and the roof of the 
room. A very fine young man this,” ſaid the 
cunning purveyor ; he is your brother ſurely, 
madam ? his looks very much reſemble yours. 
«No, fir, he is my ſon,” replied dae Fe Gal. 
„ What! Ts it poſſible-that you can Have ſo 
tall a ſon at your age? That cannot be. Ton. 


muſt 


am think of it, g "He. is in a manner 
contra ted to. the daughter of a rich barber, one 
of our friends. “ Abarber! a, barber ! and a 
enen are many wonderful 
appęaranęes; but none like this; were he ſilent 
too, the e miracle would be complete. Do you 
know, madam, that the bare profits. on your fruits 
for. A FEST may, * vou in a condition to aſk, a vi- 
4 zier- 8 daughter 2 2 And, at the worſt, we have 
5 young women in the upper world, who would be 
+ very proud, of; an alliance with Four. fon. —— ) 
% How, 1 3.0 Are. there. marriages. above 718 
Are there marriages! Do you think that heaven 
was peopled without connections of this kind? 
All that you ſee ſhine there has both father and 
mother. How ſhould new ſtars be daily diſcover- 
ed, if they ere not born? How did the milky 
way get that name, think you? It is the habita- 
tion of the nurſes. Truſt to me, madam, 1 have 
particular views for your ſon. He ſhall marry 
the youngeſt and moſt blooming of our beauties,” 
—* Who may the be?” —* The morning ſtar,” 
„She is bright and blooming, to be ſure; but, as 
to youth, 8 is impoſſible ſhe can be young, ſir; 
for I have known her ſince I came into the world, 
and ſhe was then as big as ſhe is now. She whom 
you are acquainted with, madam, has eloped a few. 
years ſince. . But do you ſuffer; the ſtars to 
elope, without aſking whither they go? .“ It is 
true, indeed, they are ſo numerous that ſuch as 
ſteal off are never miſſed.— But I ſpeak ſeriouſly, 
would you wiſh your ſon to marry the lovelieſt 
of the ſtars 2% 1 Ah. fir, I ſhould be quite tranſ- 
ported if that, KB be brought about.” Should 
he wal, in the firmament Fogel would occaſion. 
— - 
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comes regularly every day near tlie eärtli; Af vo 


ou doing fir?” ſaid Narilha, who was at firſt con- 


ters. On a ſudden he aroſe, ſtood in the middle of 
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no ſhade there I Warrant you. Büt his ig Arps 


like the Propoſal, let us try if we can ſettle le 
matter. Shut your thop-dvor, and bring hithe a 
bucket” of water. 48 > 891 —. JO; 1 TSOTAHN f197 
The Armenian's orders Va. "The bue- * 
ket of water was placed where he directed. Come e 
hither, young man,” ſaidhe to Badur; look" into 
this water; your countenance you ſee is very 
handſome, üffüthe an air of chearfulnefs, in order 
that you may appear to greater advantage. 
Good! admirable. You may now retire. hag > mv 
"When Badur ſtepped back; the Armenian took up 
the bucket, threw the water into the air, and not a 
drop of it fell back into the room. What are 


zerned to ſee him caſt the water about in her ſhop, 
and then greatly ſurpriſed," that every drop of it 
ſhould have diſappeared,“ I have fent 5 ſons por- 
trait,” ſaid he, . to the lovelieſt of the ſtars. Let us 
ſit down; we mall hear 1 in a moment, how the 
BF f | 

Dilizag this antral, the umd engaged the 
good woman in 4 converfaden on indifferent mat- 


the room, put his tube to his mouth, and his trum- 
pet to his ear: your ſon, madam,” ſaid he, is 
highly, nay infinitely agreeable ! He is deſtined to 
the moſt exalted fortune. But he muſt dreſs him 
Telf after my fancy ; I know the taſte of our ladies. 
Badur has a high roſy complexion, which muſt. 
not be hid under that buſhy beard; which almoſt 
joins his Eye brows, and Wies the ſparkling ani- 
mation of his eyes. Let his beard be ſhaved down 
to tlie Upper lip. Let him not neglect this precau- | 
tion, nl I promiſe him certain ſucceſs in his a- ö 


mours. 
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tinue to carry on- — The leaſt. ——— this 
head; might cauſe you to miſs. your fortune. The 
ſtars are tov much talked off already among 
mankind, have recourſe to them upon the 
3 tri 
diſagreeable to the. celeſtial. bodies. 
F I ſpeak. frankly, adieu, 1, am called elſe. 
where, but ſhall be with you early to-mor row,“ 
ſo ſaying, Caſſanak bowed and went away... 


„ ſhould think all dis a dream,” Laid; Narilha 


to her ſon, & had I not theſe thirty ſequing in my 
hand, which are certainly good gold, and of the juſt 
weight.“ Why;” ſaid Badur to his mother, 
muff I go inſtantly to have my beard taken off? 
Why al this. haſte ? The ſtars never ſee by — 3 
and f freſh ſhaven, to-morrow: morning, you. w 
appear to ſo much the better advantage. But in 
truth, added Narilha, I cannot ceaſe 
on our adventure; this Armenian muſt certainly 
be a very honeſt man; for he might have diſpenſed 
ee paying us ſo high. price, and in ſo handſome 
a manner, with the ſame eaſe, with which he re- 
moved our fruits. Thou, my friend, inſtead of go- 


ing in ſuch a haſte to ſhave thyſelf, muſt bring ſome 


baſkets of freſh fruits to the ſhop, that the e 
nnn when be Caries . ** not go "RO * 


gocenaſions: Exen this is Tufficiently | 
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ey Hire; For great profits muſt not make us 


overlook” ſack as ure Tmaller As ſhe -fpoke: 
thus, tie purvey or entered. 
e WH 17 "ride, Aae of all our 
kruit today, and here I 
a moment, fit 3 Our altes are nor 

time to ſtay, return e ————— 
you want ſhall be ſent,” Iwill have none of 
your efruſt Sent" to me, replied the: purveyors 
F want to/chvofe it out myſelf; nor will: F upon 


ay account wait for your aſſes. So ſaying, he 


turned ard went out. Narilha was piqued ati this 


att language, and felt her vanity hurt by it- n 


She thought it very extraordinary, and very im- 
preper; that ſo little reſpect ſnould be paid to 1 


lady who had the honour of being fruit woman te 


the ſtars. * «You fee, faid ſhe, „ how the 
fla ves of the great forget chernſelves; ah! when 


we ſlrall have made our fortune; I mne | 


upon all theſe lirtle creatures. 92 915 floldw, husn 
Other cuſtomers dropped i What, n ſaid 


a one after another, „have vou nothing re- 
1 


ng? People ſfould give notice when they 
leade git trade. No;” replied ſhe, I have no- 
— here, nor fhall ever. have for ſuch as you. 
on Tpeak as if yo were addreſſing ourſelves to 


al who! lived by your charity. * Certainly ?, 


faid' they, as they went out, „vu do not tale 


che means to make a fortune.“ The fruit remoy< 
ed out of Narilha's ſhop had been, by che fame 


means, placed in the ſhop of Dalhuc's fon. The 
putveyors found chere what they” wanted. Caſſa- 
nak Had aid aſide his Armenian diſguiſe,” and had 
come to aàſſiſt his nephew in his firſt attempt at 


Hop-keeping. All that he had in the ſhop was 


YOL. It | 4 bought 
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bougbt up at iber price; the value being en- 


hanced dy che number ef the purchaſers. 
Ml were furpriſed to ſee Dalhuc's ſhop: ſo well 


furniſhecꝭ dt che wery firſt opening. 4+ T-owe it,“ faid 


lie, „t Thy” uncle's) Kindneſs,” “ And thi is, no 


doubt? trepliedione-of the purveyors, „is what 


Has rendered your mother-t<law ſo tat: 
Nothing but ſaucy language is to be had from her 


today,. Attend to your mandel and you thall 


bag een our cuſtom. ? 

While Dalhuc was doing ſo ch, boy mother- 
ee care:ally hid her ſequins in a fecret ſpot, 
hoping to! amaſs in time a treaſure which migh 


make her independent of all about her. Be- 


ware,” ſaid ſhe to Badur, of mentioning to my 


Huſband what an advantageous ſale we have made 


to-day. He cannot keep a ſecret. He is too 
much addicted to floth and drunkenneſs, and, if he 
knew the ſtate of our affairs, would fall bark to 
is unhappy habits: and then, however much we 
might gain, we. ſhould ſoon become poorer: than 
ever. He is befides impertinently curious; and 
if we were to ſpeak to him of the man who is to 
return | to-morrow, he would ſtay at home to ſee 
him, and all would be diſcovered. We want him 


to gather fruits, if we mean to ſell; he muſt, there- 


fore, he perſuaded to ſet out earlier than uſual 
Thou {halt go out to the ſuburbs; and; with this 
ſequin which 1 give thee, purchaſe two loads of 
fruit; for I have a kind of preſentiment that we 
ſhall have a good ſale to-morrow nden 3 8 


haſt need of a „ 5 177 5185 196460 566 


Badur ſet out in obedience i kis e Cat. 


 fanak had in the mean time gone to fee his friend 
the geomancer, and had given him an account of 
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his operations during the preceding dap) fand the 
| began both to prepare for the day following. . 
The morning light no ſooner appeared, than / Ba- 
Fw witha large noſegay, ran to the;barber}8\{hop; 
who was ta have been his father=indawy to have off 
his beard and eye-brows in thedaibionte] the ſtars, 
He fell into the hands of the + apprentices; who; 
when they had heard in what a ſingular manner 
the fimple Badur deſired to be eue n, aſk ed what 
had put ſuch a fancy in his head. No matter 
what,” replied. he, do as I: bid; ven. II obey. 
my mother, who means to make me:a mirror to 
the ſtars !” The yonng folks could net help laugh- 
ing. The, noiſe they made, drew people in who 
were paſting by. They were all curious to knoy 
the mirror of the ſtars. When Naritha's ſon was 
ſatisſied with the improvement on his | beard; and 
eye-brows, he took up his noſegay, and was going 
away. $0! where are you going with theſe 
flowers ?? ſaid the young man. Did you not 
bring them ſor my maſter's dau chter Are you 
not to leave them here??“ No, Jam carrying 
them to my mother.“ Has your mother chan- 
ged Den employment, ard hecome a teller oz fiow- 
ers ?? We intend this as a preſent. . To 
eee pray 3! Were it Haraphat; you have en- 
ough there to cover the cows Which, are then to 
be ſacriſiced,. “ Theſe flowers for cows: !!? ſaid 
Badur impatiently; „my mother knows: better 
where te give her preſents. e he tad: 'thiss A 
left the. 1 
The barber came in a fly moments! Nes They 
told him what. a ſtrange figure: Badur had made 
zmong them. Bad reports,“ fad he, „ abe g- 
ing about. his mother, Ithink they ate bewiteh- 
ed. M y da aghter faoll not be his; I will go and 
L - | give 
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Aus bigt bert yor Aew I 
up F promiſe,, a and, will e lun to d 
me, lis 07 Joi #1 | | 
inking kimſelf as 8 Sun. to >a 
hom he aſpired, returned home to his 
_ vt away .herbuſband.,,; She 
P3PP 49 he F ruits, hefore-her, and admired 
cat pos in which ſhe had arranged them. 
93:99 Wanting, and the Aumenlan 


; 6 3 us make hafte, madam,” faid he; 1323 1 
have ſome other A on, my hands; for: how 
much will, you {ell all theſe, fruits together?“ 
ry Such fine, fruit,” replied Narilha, © is rarely 
to be met With; theſe have all been carefully 5 
choſen; 3 Jiere is not one bad among them; here 
is a fourth part more than you had yeſterday ; — 
and conſec equently you will give me forty ſequins 
for 214-24. Mb It is a great ſum,” i 716 Caſ- 
ſanak; „ but I have entered into engagements, 
and I muſt, fulfil them. To-morrow, you will 
certainly be more reaſonable in the mean e 
here are your forty ſequins.“ 
The purchaſer, having paid his money, tock 
up, as as on the preceding day, a ſpecimen of each 
different ſort of fruit, threw.it into the air, and it 
inſtantly difappeared, The inviſible, hands waited. 
only for this ſignal to ſeize all that was in the 
ſhop, which was in a moment disfurniſhed; and 
the very leaves that were about the fruits accom- 


Panied them to the ſhop of Dalhue. The Arme 


nian, after working this wonder, next. turned his 
cares to the fooliſh Badur, who was waiting for 
xis protector dreſſed in a new ſuit, with his face 
diſencumbered from three fourths of its hair, and 
having only a mall tuft af heard on the peek. of 


bis chin. 


1 : b 6 Very 


ARABIA 710 N TALES. of 


Very well, my friend, {ard Caſſanak; 


are Hondbrfufkf ade vou procure tis 12 - 
ay?” „I was not to fail there," | 
5 


dur, and ſhewred'it to Hit. 4 Yo &* 


too mafty flowers! Your tüte ben 
prettieſt; the freſheſt; And "x the Wölt aut 410. 
Wliat you have {het out” Weben © FO 8 | 


gether, and give me them.“ The "Atmiey Ht re 
ceived the? \noſegay; threw it tack the* my 5 Ad It 
ſeemed to follew the fruit. 88 
Ah r tontinued he, © if Jen Loi | lanz 
guage cf the ſtars, 1 could procure Adu A chgz III 
ing interview, by means f my tab and my pez Wa 
ing trumpet. But this language! 18 pecultarty "bard 
to pronounce, becauſe it has no vowels; "you | all 
one day have an exccHent maſter, who will teach 
you better than I can. In the mean time, to con- 
tinue your courtſhip, you will be ſo good as ſend 
to your miſtreſs a more ex xact and more agree 5 
portrait of yourſelf than you ſent yeſterday; 

appeared under ſome diſadvantage from the Polti 
neſs of the beard.” To- day your beauty is not ob- 
ſcured. Order a new hucket of water heré, 

Badur readily did as be was bidden. When the 


bueket was filled, and ſet in the middle of” the | 


room, he ſtooped over the water, and as near to it 
as poſlible, that he might the better impreſs upon 
it the features ↄf his counterance. But two inviſi- 
ble hands feizing him by the beard, drew his Saw 
into the water, and his whole body would lav 
been drawn after; had he not been ſuſtained NY 
his hands ſteadily fixed on, the edges of the Gucket, 


The mother ſcreamed. Ba adur Taifed bimſelf 
haſtily, and the: A rata laughed with, all his, 


might. Charming pleaſabtry | „ ericd he, 10 


KIIO W not dhe addreſs of our I adies ! be drew -; 
YL » | - cut 8 
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veur ten tothe bottom of the bucket, that: ſhe 
might ſgatch/ a kiſs from him. Does not your 
Was acer dppeart, madam, as if it were covered 
Wirh pearla N are not his lips perfumed with ain- 
ber? Came, child, fait he to Badur, lean a- 
Seis towards theoplace where you can receive no- 
thing bat: cares: preſent to her a fmiling coun- 
tenancc amd looks of love. She wants now to pre- 
ſerxe your: image, ant will beware of doing any 
ching do difcompoſe the n oor out 
weve © aatmos'-@wl 53 


9 Kes my ſon, wed Natitha, nico Band | 


upan his fare, “ the gentleman is right; thou haft 
been careſſed without perceiving it. They have 
left on thy lips the perfume of violets and foſes. 


Come my friend, indulge the gaiety of thoſe celeſ- 


tial ladies, and appear complaiſant, in order te 
Neaſe them. Go, view chyfelf in che water, and 
langt beartilz, to them: that thou art well pleafed. 
The idiot in obedience to his mother, kneeled before 
the bucket, and heid his face to the mirror in which 
his portrait vzas to 6 anne as if it had 
mint a goat bleating. 8 
Very well! ver well yo ati: Caltunuk, go 
or; vou ſee they feck not to pull you under the 
vater. Laugh louder ſtill, beſide giving a grace to 
e e it conveys a favourable idea of 
the ſprigttlineſs of pour humour. „ Badur con- 


tinueck to laugh and tried eo ontdo all thiat he had 


done before. The noiſe was heard in the ſtreet 

au hrought the caliph's putveyor to the door. He 
Enocked loudly; ; Narilha went to open, and as the 
purveror was coming in, her for roſe haſt lily, 
hat now, madam, faid he,“ do you no longer 
dal in fruit? Do ou make a ſtable of your houſe? 
1 this water for the cattle to drink which vou have 
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ſet in the middle of the floor I know however, | 


| ſhop is open to every body, and that thoſe can 


certainly mad; I ſhall never enter Toner again? 
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that- a great quantity of fruit was brought ies | 
your ſhop this morning, cannot I have fome of ãt 2 
« You do not riſe early enough,” replied? Narilhn 
haughtily ; ( a better cuſtomer is preferred; my. 
houſe-never has the appearance of à ftable 

vrhen you are in it. 4; Very infolent indeed, re. 
phed the purveyor; know! you not, chat Fam 
the caliph's ſervant?ꝰ ! Know you not that m my 


not be ſerved who are too late in coming 1; 30s THE 
+. Your' ſervant, miſtreſs fruit-woman'! you are 


— Your ſervant, maſter: PREVEyer * ydu will be 
wife to keep your word.“ am gone, madam; 
they ſhall hear news of you in the palace.“ e. 
_ fir; news ſhall be heard of vou too. 
The purveyor went away in a rage. Navilha was 
no leſs exaſperated. The Armenian ſought to ſoothe 
her. Forget this inſolent fellow madam; I pro- 
miſe you that you ſhall no ronger be liable to be 
troubled by him; but let us end what we have 
begun; let your fon appear again before the buc- 
ket; only let him make leſs noiſe, leſt we fhould 
be farther troubled by impertinent people. Ba- 
dur refumed his former poſture. When the Ar- 
menian thought the portrait complete, he ſent it to 
the morning ſtar, by the ſame way as before; and 
then after mak ing uſe of his tube and ern the 
thus! ſpoke;to'N arilha. 


aur fon is very aneh e iv 5 by 


is eee above, he muft be very wiſe too, and not 


abuſe his advantages. To morrow I ſhall perhaps | 
tell you more agreeable tidings; only be ſure you | 
have as good fruit to provide me With;; andcin'the 
ſame quantity as to day.“ Having fatd this much, 
i | he 
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+0: CAITAT MAIAAAA 
he went away. Doſt thou hear Badur?” ſaid 
Nonilhacte cherzſan g tho muſt: go and procure 
fruit ar calthaugh our own; garden is large 3 it 
cannot fupplyaſuch quantities as we need 5 brifig 
atithe ame tim ia nuſegaꝗ to thy miſtrefs which 
maꝑaſen er to: monronehi as a preſent from me 
„Caſſanal Had lin the mean time, gone to his ne- 
phew's[4Hbp, and laid nſide his robe / and cap He 
had found him delivering his fruit to the caliph's 
purvexar, and to the fervants of the viziers, and 
principal emirs ; che young man had no need of his 
uncleis aſſiſtance, arid Caflanak therefore haſtened a- 
way to wait on his friend the nene „Hear 
what you muſt do, ſaid the ſage, our mags 8. 
ſhop ãs at preſent well. frequented by, cuſtomers ; 
but e cannot continue to buy our fruits from N. ha * 
rilha, as ſhe ſells them ſo much above what they 
are worth. One of the fineſt gardens in the 
ene Bagdad is now for ſale. Go in- 
ſtantly, with money in your hands, and conelude a 
bargain for it. It w.- coſt you only five hundred 
ſequins, with an old black ſlave, and four beaſts to 
work it. You will find in it a good gardener, whonr 
you muſt keep, and as your nephew will no longer 
be aſſiſted by invifible hands, you muſt provide 
yourſelf with a ſlave; and all chis muſt be done 
inſtantly.— But where ſhall I get the ſequins 2 
replied Caſſanak, for I cannot even repay you” 
thoſe which I have already borrowed from you. 
Nou owe me nothing,“ replied the geomancer, 
the treaſure from which you have been furniſhed, 
and out of which you are ſtill to receive fix hun- 
dred ſequins, has already: reimburſed me, and be- 
longs to the mother-in-la w. She has more than 
twelve hundred pieces of gold, half of which the - 
n An be ee e had. the > misfer- 
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aig © 1Hbsf 189d nod flo NANYS 3ooaw 20 
tune to qaarry cher Allothis belongs to N 
phewy and we ſhalbteach his fatheꝝ hte to get poſe! 
feſſion of the reſt. The fequing you gabe tat ] 2 
man, were no ſooner put up in her hiding-place than 
they came off to mine, with an of heir ο]m 
pamons'along'with:thems>1f Achofe/ I could tall e 
21; without leaving her any thing; but I fhall take 
only What Dalhue would have given his ſon, to- 
ſettle him in the world. Here is tlie money my 
dear Callanak;; go make your purchafe. To mor- 
row vou hall return or the Lifb tim tb the: good 
fruit. woman; it is neceſſary to keep up the Illu 
ſion upon her mind and her: fon's, tb you have ſet- 
ted pour: nephew's marriage,” with: the barber's 
daughter; all which | ae ou cone: e 
as L ſhall ſhew: you. / ; 
While the two nder were — 
meaſures between themſelves; the barber on his part, 
took a ſtep which contributed to further their! 
views. He came to an explanation with Narilha. 
% Ho is it Badur behaves thus? fard he to her; 
he ſhaves and paints himſelf ridiculouſſy. Have 
vou made a fool of him, or as he circumciſed 2 He 
conſtantly difpiays a large nofegay of flowers, but 
leaves not one of theſe to my daughter.” I ſee him 
at our feet, do you make an idol of him? For 


he is ſuch a beaſt, that you turn him as you pleaſe,” 
J wall not have a man ont of his wits, for my ſon- 


12-law.z or if he happens to have ſo little ſenſe, as 
to need to be governed by any other woman chan 


his wife. The barber: having uttered theſe words 


with! the vobubility common to people of his em- 
ployment, perceived Narilha to be reddening, and in 
a tranſport of rage he reſolved to puſh the matter 


to an extremity. Do you undetſtand me ma- 


dam?“ * he advancing two ſteps. —* Underſtand 
| thee « 4 


o 
— 


—— _ - 
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Satan, inſolent cireumeiſed wr etch, 


5 b all; have no ſon of mine; you are 
| Whom, | ſhould: be aſhamed to have the 
leaſt connection, You;allow.me to withdraw 


= 


my, promiſe then,” replied the barber, ſtriving. to 
reſtrain his pailion, ; © 1 am obliged to you, and hall 
give you. no; farther. trouble. But your huſband 
and fon, haye for. theſe two years, frequented my 
ſhop, without. leaving a farthing behind them; I 
muſt at leaſt have ſomething for my apprentices?ꝰ 
, Well, no refuſes to pay you and your ap- 
prentices?“ rephed the fruit woman. Is there a 
tradeſman in all Bagdad, who can complain of us? 
Here“ continued ſhe, throwing fix ſequins ſcorn- 
fully. upon the table; here is for, maſter. barber 
and his men; one cannot, pay them too well, to 
get quit of them; begone immediately. At fight 
of the money, the barber opened his great Ox- 
eyes. „This woman is certainly mad, ſaid he 
to himſelf, © ſhe throws her money at my head; 
and if I ſhould contradict her, ſhe might aſſail me 


deſt have fools. to, govern, chooſe per- 
elk! Keep thy baſtard daughter to 


| 


with ſomething more dangerous; let me begone.”” 


So ſaying, he turned his back and went away. 
As the, barber was returning home, he met Caſ- 

ſanak, who had taken poſſeſſiom of the garden, 
and had done every thing that was requiſite to 
eſtabliſh his nephew in his trade. The honeſt bar- 
ber, having his head {till full of the adventure: 
Have you any connection with Dalhuc, your 
brother-in-lay ?” ſaid he. Nope,“ replied 
Cafſanak ;, lice, at the inſtigation of his wicked 
Wife, he has thruſt my dear nephew out of doors, 
whom I tenderly love, and who is well worthy, of 
all my affection.“ —<© Do you know,“ added the 
LE. barber, 
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barber, that the wrothaff of e ea peak is 
2 our aner dete * hay 0 Eon own 
She was fever a very wiſe. 080 but ĩt 

3 that her diſorder Has latel) Alen 70 6 a 95 
violent height, by whiell ſhe has 10ſt 4 ll th Nt a1. 
ler beim the kad drgwen 10 fre en ger 0p 
I have taken advantage of the opportunity t to G. 
tle my nephew, WhO, I Hope, wilt 156 5 be in a 
more thriving way of buſineſs than his father,— 
He at ' preſent occupies” the Thop in the corner of 
the ſquare, to which all Narilha's cuſtomers have 
begun to reſort; they ſeem to be charmed with 
my nephew, 0 i is indeed the fineſt lad in all Bag- 
dad. But if your nephew be obliged firſt to buy 
the fruit which he ſells again, he will not have 
a very gainful trade. My nephew 1s proprietor 
of the fineſt garden in the neighbourhood. Here 


is the contract of purchaſe, 'and the diſcharge.— _ 


The poor young man has ſomething engaging a. 
bout him, and has found friends who have kindly 
interfered to help him. He now wants only a 
wife to aſſiſt him in the ſhop ; for, as his trade is 
becoming every day more conſiderable, it will ſoon 
be impoilible for him to manage it entirely him- 
1 „] once remarked,” ſaid the barher, 
„ that he had a kindneſs for my daughter, and 
it ſeemed agreeable to her. For my own part, I 
had à liking for the youth. Dalhuc would have 
agreed to the marriage; but his wife would not part 
with a ſequin. You are a father, and know as well 
as I, that our firſt concern is to Provide for our 
children. have no other engagements; your ne- 
— is now fettled in the world, and if he likes 
daughter, he ſhall have her: e Agreed, 5 
A Caflinale, „giving the barber his hat *: 24 
morrow forenooh I will whit 1 upon D. 16, and ac- 
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IN oh 150 e CONCUr- 
mend he, preſent” alliance,” He e gave 


oo hter,, who moſt "willingly gave. 
A. ge ference to her former lover. 


the mean tie Narilha and her on were pol- 
ed wath the 1 ſtrangeſt fancies. They were Sein 
ed With 45 * broke off Far p With 


tures,” 7 ſaid Hay «T hope 74. "lt no oy vin 
laugh 1 in my face as they uſed to do.“ And then 
185 proud pair indulged their imaginations in fi- 
WET. * 

er Kh» Tail Natitha * to herſelf, 6 whiſk F ey- 
ery day ſell: my own-and other people's fruit for 
fo gaod a price, I ſhall foon fill my little corner, I 
muſt then have à new ſtrong Sox; but where ſhalt 
I hide it? We ſhall not always remain in this 
houſe; and elſewhere we hall have more room. 
When i it is known in Ba gdad that my fruit is diſ- 
poſed of, alttiough ought b 7 nobody 1 in the city, 


= will niraraly ſuſpect Hine myſter * 5 e 


E, It wilt be in vain for me "to. e 

3 ;* it will- come to be knowi, in Rs Ite 

of Tae, that I am krütterefs- general to the * 
ent. 


ARABLAN — _ 


fre (ruth wah nd th 7 
n: | handſom palac of” Ex- 


Polin , my eh 1 file Fin e "U66r, 
all ran pyramidal 4 eee TD 
1 Le ie of 705 de ei 

0 ihe © laſing 


ade more ; magnificent? could” 


not b 


pphires,, emeralds, topazes, e 5 


12 

15 ly. the cal iph will do himfelf the Pleaſii 

coming to 12 100 charming af 7 He Will Tring 
with him his favourites, Bib 4 ey will he 

peels oi my hands ſome of thoſe Frui 


are "intended | for the uſe « of the ST fruiter- 


eſs of heaven will be all the talk all he « en- 
vied by all the fruit- women in Damaſcus; and it 
wal then be known, | that my ſon is married to the 
0 ran; -ſtar,—And as the ſtars influence the for- 

tunes of us all, I ſhall be courted by all the gran- 
dee: in the kingdom; there may perhaps | be Kings 
in che crowd ; for, however powerful, they are 


: ſeldom ſatisfied. wich their condition.—T ſhall make. 


my terms with them; and, as it would he a diſ- 
credit for me to remain a potter's wife, I will pro- 
cure him an honourable, _ place. —He knows no- 
thing, to be ſure, yet he may caſily allume an air 
of conſequence, and;he will then maintain any dig- 
nit y as Well as another 1 Httle, I ſhall 
be wife to an Emir, When. I. g0 to the palace, I 
Hall mcet with this purveyor who, fo far forgot 
hunſelf in ſpeaking , to me. + tas all bit ud the 
gauze-cuxtains of my chair, and with 2 look hall 
caaltiſe his infolence.”., He ſhall, then know the di- 
ſtance between a.caliph's purvęyor and the Truit- 
ergſs· general to the rmament; for, 9 5 ugh. the 
wife of an eig, fall e keep the eutom of 


vor. II. | heiven 


ment. —An honourable ſtation this ! all- chen 


| 
| 
| * 
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heuven. The money vhich it affords is ſo gogd to 
tak ech Rs to my ſong his wife will ſ urely make him 
a ptinde, na ſhe may perhaps make him king of 
tome place or other! To be ſare, he has not an 
extraordinary ſtock of underſtanding; but his mi- 
 niters may think for him.“) bug. did Noraha 
build-her cafitoe'k inithe dir?: 
To- morrow,“ ſaid Badur to bimſelf, «.] 8 
have rnyſelf ſhaved again; for I find myſelf infi- 
witely the better for being ſhaved. Now am I in 
love with a ſtar! This love is ſurely ſomething 
f extraordinary; for J am in love without being fen- 
dle of it; this muſt happen however. But bow 
ſhall I procure an interview with the object of my 
tenderneſs ?— Will ſne come down, or mult I a- 
ſcend ? I have ſeen melons move upwards thro? 
the air; had they been pumpions it would have 
been all the ſame !—I can diſappear in a pum- 
pion. My mother told me to ſay {oft things to 
the barber's daughter, whom 1 * to marty, 
what ſhall I ſay to my ſtar? Von are very round, 
very white, very bright !— This will anſwer very 
well. —At any rate, I can conſult the Armenian 
gentleman; he talked to me of a language which 
has no vowels; I will beg him to tell me the 
words I am to ſay, as well as to direct my con- 
duck; for he knows the e e of the ſtars much 
better than J. Nn | 2D onen sn 
While Badur indulged —— extravagant ideas, 
Aüght came on, and the firmament was beſtudded 
with ſtars, every one brighter than another 
% Where is mine, then?“ ſaid the fooliſt lover; 
*«< the more I look for her, the leſs J diſt inguiſh 
her. But, ſince they are lovers of good humour, 
I may laugh at them all: my miſtreſs will know 
very well that I laugh to AN her;“ ſo 2 * 
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he laughed with all his might, and the cattle whielx 
Dalhuc was bringing into the ſtableoreplied in 
chorus: Very well, Badur,' faid / his father - 
Vela, „thou cheareſt my poor wenried bęaſts; 
_ this wilds them'goodc7 0c: 10 Aff ADIO, 
But nert day was to bring Alhithieſe aduentutes 
to an end. The fruitereſs hid laid in a batter 
| ſtock! than ufual, and waited: impatienily for the 
purveyor of heaven. When he came, the fold her 
fruit dearer than on former days, and was more. 
generouſly paid. Sbe ſeemeſl to exult beforehand! 
in the riches which ſhe hoped! to accumulgte, and, 
already began to aſſume airs of canſecuencg. 10 Ihe 
Armenian perceived this, and was + amuſed] with 
it; but was at the ſame time buſy/ſending; away; 
his fruits; The ſtupid Badur tried to throw) 
pomegranates into the air, and, whenihe ſawethgt 
they returned not, began to ſuppoſe „himself 
correſpondence with heaven, and Went, bn till! 
was all in a ſweat. Courage, my friend 130 
the Armenian, your: ſervices become ſtill more 
and” more agreeable. Can you think it "ba 
% Think it! you are, withqut doubt, che? happieſt 
of men, and of this you ſhall ſoon have ar progf. 
Tam to enjoy this Happineſs; for, methinks. I 
could bedr my miſtreſs in the hollow of my hand F? 
The diftance deceives you,“ replied, the Azmg- 
nian; , ſhecis ob very different ſize from hat 
you fuppoſe. , But, ſuppoſing, this, the muſt 


be all face ike the moon.” = No, no; ſhe has 
arms, hands, legs, Fett, as well as Fou; its is 2 
Ai you faw by night a handſome young, woman 
with great gl worm on the top of her honnet- 


2244 Iundesnand, my wife, is only to take off her 


bonnetz and fe will then be Hke any other Wo- 


11 2 2 man: 
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man Will ts ts plow worm u on mine, and 
. in 1 5 


my turn mall be a ſtar.” —* You have 
1 of doin, in heaven, juſt as if you 
1 been Þrov 0 . A notion ſtrikes 
head,“ added Badu, 44 n e in the air, how 
tat T Walk Much eff Man on the earth,” 
jo Jet the Arnienlan; hi 'You will there find An 
er fort of roads; then turning to Narilha 5 
«your fon is making amazing progreſs ; in a mo- 
ment, he has learned more than the moſt famous 
aſtrologers, who loſe their l in examining 
che _— l ä 
Narilha, thougli me did not want natural faga- 
9520 ty, yer was very ignorant, and ſought to blind 
fill more and more with reſpe& to her 
rice Although at a loſs what to think of the con- 
verfation of the Armenian, yet ſhe ſuffered herſelf 
to be perſuaded, that Badur had talked fenfibly, 
and fancied that his mind was beginning to open, 
and his genius to improve by a rapid progreſs.— 
She then began to diſcover ſome cutiofity in her- 
ſelf, about the inhabitants of heaven. Are they 
well dreſſedꝰꝰ aſked ſhe of Caſſanak.— Their 
clothes,” ſaid he, © are like the fineſt vapours : 
you would think them powdered with thamare- 
na, which, with the naturally delicious fragrance of 
their bodies, i is the cauſe, that a pet ſon approach- 
ing them feels a moſt agreeable ſmell,” like that of | 
s, jonquils, or orange-fiowers.”—4 Oh'! ex- 
cellent!“ ſaid Badur, I am paſſionately fond of 
flowers; IT thall at this rate always have a poſy at 
my nofe.——Well, when ſhall I be brought to 
breathe this delicious perfume? e This Men's 
2 5 if you pleaſe,” replied the Armenian; 
e night out of Bagdad in ycur zie 
garden: 9 eleven 0 OE” your miſtreſs will 


4 3442 7 COme 


„c c De Po WPLt.; 
of v N - 


| come to bathe - in the. ane cayal 115 hie ch; th 


ABABLAN, TALES 


forms as-it runs along. your ground ; rip off you. 
clothes, ſwim after your charming 5 a 5 els 
the water in which) you. ſee, her, ; Wo | 
diſcreetly however; 5 if "FI 95 roug TE wor! 
the, Slow wogm will fa 


of the canal ; the will ks out upon 1 
with more agility than you. As to what, is chen 
to follow, you need no inſtruction from me, only, 
you muſt inſtantly marry her; you will need HARE | 
cadi nor witneſſes; the daughters of heaven ule 

no ceremony upon, ſuch occaſions.“ . 5 "much 

money ſpared !”? ſaid Badur ; WE 1 Tu) have e- 
nough to lay out to-morrow in getting me a beard; 
but how ſhall I diſtinguiſh my own itar among all 
the reſt ??—* Your gardener. wall tell you. id 


him point out the morning ſtar in the Euphrates, 


and he will inſtantly do ſo; for it is not in heaven 
that ſhe is to be looked, for,” Caſſanak after. this 
took. leave of the mother and fon, promiſing them 
to return to-morrõw. 

When he was gone, 1 Narilha reſlected on 8 
he had heard, and was very much aftoniſhed.— 
But the gold in her hand ſatisfied her of the 
truth and „e a of every thing elſe; ſhe 
went to lay it up, As the filled her box, hen head 
emptied, and her reaſon was loſt; ſhe agreed, 
therefore, that her ſon ſhould go to the Eupbrates 
in purſuit of his miſtreſs. 

In the mean time, while 9 were thus TR 


culouſly employed in fooliſh means to advance their 


fortune ; ; Caſſanak went to wait on his. brother 
Dalhuc in the garden, where he was emfloyed in 


gathering fruits. The, father was prepoſſeſled a- 


ian his ſon, II-Dalhuc: but when he underſtood 
"3 that 


2506 N NABIANAMTA LES. 


Wange 8 bye his +-0wn;: wiſe: conduit, 
nſelf intg a good way! of trade, and faw: 
m_—_ Abende garden, with a diſcharge for 
its price; he was obliged to allow; that Narilha 
iirppoſed uhon chim with zeſpect to-the ladl— 
r friend 
the. harbep had broken off, his engagements. with 
Narilha, and i edi to give is daughter to II- 
Dalhuc; to which e own preſence was now 
neceſſary for executing this cantract. He was 
charmed with chis news; and therefore leaving to 
the, gardener, the care of n gathering the fruit; he 
came aw immediately With aks in order to 
Wait upon the oadli. a ons 23% i el 
By the way, his brother gave Ts a Res lead. 
of other information. He told him, that his wife 
had a treaſure which ſhe hid from him, and which 
was the product of what ſhe pilfered from his. 
houſe; that ſhe robbed him Aa ; that, within 
wmeſe three daya, ſhe had ſold fruit to an Armenian 
to the amount of more than an hundred and fifty 
ſequins, and had quarrelled with all the purveyors 
in Bagdad, who had luckily found in II- Dalhuc's 
hop what they wanted; that the young man had 
drawnall the cuſtamers to himſelf, and thus nothing 
had been loſt to the family by Narilba's follyj : 
Conſider, dear Dalhuc, “ added his brother, 
% how greatly this woman has abuſed your confi- 
dence. She has concealed every thing from you, 
and has expoſed you to ſevere labour in order to 
amaſs a treaſure which ihe alone was to enjoy; 
L know where it is concealed, and we may eaſily 
get it into our hands; after which you muſt ſe- 
parate yourſelf from this wicked woman, and dis 
vorce her before the cadi. Lou will find in a cer - 
min corner four times a8 „ as will be 
+443 ſufficient 
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ſufficient to repay che dowry which 8 1 e 
give her; and, as ſhe pretended to e notti 
_ when ſhe came to your heuſe 5 end her 
away equally: poor. 03 bogildo e i 7; 011i e. 
_ — Theſe: explanations'vaifed': Daltwe Wied f 
againſt Narilha; but no leſs was heceffaf gtd in 
duce him to act at deciſive part. bsThey' _—_ 
ſoon at the cadi's houſe; chey waited next on the. 
barber, and the wedding was celebrated ien en 3 
rein of joy and ſatis faction: 
Narilha had in the mean time begun to de A. 
eaſy. Night having come? on, Badur had gone 
out in purſuit of his miſtrefs; Dalhuc did not p- 
pear with the fruits, and what might be become of 
him {he knew not. If fruit were wanting to-iitor- 
row, how could heaven be ſupplied?” At laſt, juft 
as the eity-gates were ſhut, Dalhuc's gardener 
came in with half a burden of fruit, and told her, 
chat his maſter, had gone away at ten in the morn- 
ing, with a man who had come in queſt of him.. 
What could Narilha do? She had not her dyn 
ſon with her to ſend him through Bagdad, to pur- 
chaſe the remains of the fruit Which had been ex- 
poſed to ſale the preceding day. She ſaw herſelf, 
in danger of ruining her fortune. Ah! what a 
ſtorm was now ready to burſt upon the head of 
poor Dalhuc! „ Ves, ſaid ſhe, come when 
aneh be Aeli eren ſtraight for the fruit; if 
there is none to be had in Bagdad ; and indeed che 
doors are all ſhut ;—he ſhall leap aver the walls, 
rather than that the ſtars ſhould for one day want 
their due proviſion of fruits.“ Night had already 
travelled half her courſe, and ill was Narilha ms 
dulging her ampatience-and reſentment, when Dal. 
hue knocked at the door, not like a man fearful of 
being ſcolded for his late return; but for the fivſt 
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5 hahaha: + 3 AY Lp byvyhis 2-own;: wife: condutt, 
nſelf.into.a good way: of trade, and ſav- 
_ for the garden, with; a diſcharge for 
its price; he was obliged to allow: that Narilha 
impeſed hon him with reſpect to the ladl— 
r friend 
the, harbgr' ad broken off his engagements with 
Narilha, and intended to give his daughter to Il- 
Dalhuc to- which union — own preſence was now 
neceſſary for executing this contract. He Was 
charmed with this news ; and therefore leaving to 
the, gardener, the care of gathering the fruit; he 
came, aw. ¹ιν immediately with nen in order 10 
Wait upon the c cacli. FEAR Ins Dir T6958 
„By the way, his brother gabe 4 55 Aa” 1 4 a 
af ther information. He told him, that his wife 
had a treaſure which ſhe hid from him, and which 
was the profluct of what ſhe: pilfered from his 
houſe; that ſhe robbed him daily; that, within 
tele three days, {he had ſold fruit to an Armenian 
to the amount of more than an liundred and fifty 
ſ:quins, and had quarrelled with all the purveyors 
in Bagdad, who had luckily: found in I. Dalhuc's 
hop what: they wanted; that the young man had 
drawnall the cuſtomers to himſelf, and thus ant 
nad been loſt to the family bobs Narilba's folly- 
Conſider, dear Dalhue, added his brother, 
„% how greatly this woman has abuſed your confi- 
dence. She has concealed every thing from you, 
and has expoſed you to ſevere labour in order to 
amaſs a treaſure which ſhe alone was to enjoy; 
L knom where it is concealed, and we may. eaſily 
get it into our hands; after which you mult ſe- 
parate yourſelf from this wicked woman, and: dis 
vorce her before: the cadi. Vou will find in a cer- 
dun corner four times as much money as will be 
n ſufficient 
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ſufficient toirepayahe dawry which 5d "906 "agreed to 
give her; and, as ſhe . we an on 
when ſhe came to your hone te | 
away equally: pos xy 03 ern he _ 51 ; 0110 23: 
"Thule: explonacons vaifed:: Dae kutba df 
againſt Narilha;buton6 16s: wis'heceffa It 1 
duce him to act a deciſive part. TR 2 
ſoon at the cadi's houſe; they Waited next on the- 
barber, and the wedding was celebrated with every 
ene of joy and ſatis faction: 
Narilha had in the mean time begun to de un- 
eaſy, Night having come on, Badur had gone 
out in purſuit of his miſtrefs; Dalhuc did not ap- 
pear with the fruits, and what might be become of 
him ſhe knew not. If fruit were wanting to-itior-- 
row, how could heaven be ſupplied? At laſt, juſt 
as the eity-gates were ſhut, Dalhuc's gardener 
came in with half a burden of fruit, and told her, 
that his maſter had gone away at ten in the morn- 
ing, with/a man who had come in queſt of him. 
What could Narilha do? She had not her den 
ſon with her to ſend him through Bagdad, to pur- 
chaſe the remains of the fruit which had been ex- 
poſed to ſale the preceding day. She ſaw herſelf, 
in danger of | ruining her fortune. Ah! what a 
ſtorm was now ready to burſt upon the head of 
poor Dalhuc! „ Yes,? ſaid ſhe, come when 
he will, he ſhall. return ſtraight for: the fruit; if. 
there is none to be had in Bagdad; and iadeedatos 
doors are all ſhut ;—he ſhall leap over the walls, 
rather than that the ſtars ſhould for one day want 
their due proviſion of fruits. Night had already 
travelled half her courſe, and ſtill was Narilha in- 
dulging her impatience and reſentment, when Dal. 
hue knocked at the door, not like a man fearful of 
being ſcolded for his late return; but for the finſt 
4 time 
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ti is late. arriage, as . maſter, of his fami =. 
255 — ds e 3s dran 9 goub £7 ſaid, Nariltia ; 18 
ks. all pay dear 5 his a ker 4 10 3 

e opened. the door, ſcolding like 

9 1 Wo 7. akard, * ſaid ſhe, Pug hg, 

thou, reduce us to miſery? What haſt ton dene? 
Whence 85 thou? Bolt thou thus deſert thy 
wife and child, to indulge in thy vices? 1 ſhall 


T . 


. % 


complain: to the cadi ; he will do me juſtice on 
thee, infamous debauchee that. thou. art! Doſt 
thou N think that 1 will leave. thee at lei- 
A 15 ik 95 Mime before the 17 be ie 


e well, chat although he carried a great ſtick, 
and was determined to repel force by force, yet he 
had preſence of mind to uſe no violence. Mad 
woman, ſaid he, „fit down and be calm. We 
owe to each other mutual and ſtrict accounts 7.) of 
our conduct. Here is mine. | 
« 1 was yeſterday in my garden, when my bro- 
ther-in-law, Caſſanak, came to tell me, that my 
friend the barber was diſpoſed to give his daughter 
in marriage to my fon II-Dalhuc; and required 
me to come immediately to aſſiſt at the execution 
of the contract, and the nuptial ceremony. All 
this buſineſs is now over, and I am accordingly 
come here. And haſt thou the confidence, 
replied. Narilha, « to tell me that thou haſt 
. negle&ed my buſineſs, and gone to marry thy idiot 
fon to the 7 ghter of an impertinent fellow, 
who came yeſterday hither to inſult my ſon and 
me? Softly.— The barber is my friend, 
and not more impertinent, I hope, thany any othex 
Man; 


— 
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mat; inf if Mete. be in TAKE RR us, TAG 


 ſaſpedt him to be your 105 rather than an body's 
_ elſe. The firmneſs and NEE of” D ae 


ſtoniſhed! Narilha, that ſhe Was we 25 
by violence tlie Ifill, Wich, in Hi 
ws offered to her. © But e \witited f. PLAN r 2 
ſolution.” Her impiident ge Was Too Were 7 
into violent deſpair. She Tolled on the ground, 

wrung g her hands, and ſcreamed” rightfully," and 
at aft burſt into tears, and fell Into a ſwoon. 25 

tkis was no more than Dalhuc had ex ec- 

te ed zelt e ive him therefore no concern; His 1 
care was to ſecure the ſequins, and'by confe( hence 
to quit himſelf, as ſpeedily as poſlible, of a Woman 
of Whoſe diſhoneſty he was fully convinced. He 
did not go to bed, but waited calmly till the affair 
ſhould be brought to an iſſue. The hours paſſed 
on, and day at length appeared. Narilha now, 
ſomewhat recovered, watched for a moment to abue 3 
her Huſpand's weakneſs and compaſſion.” She was 
however diſappointed ; for Dalhuc fat oppoſite to 
her with his chin leaning on his ftaff.“ This” 
man,” Taid ſhe to herſelf, * is intirely hide. 
Caſſanak and that curſed barber have rendered him 
inflexible. How ſhall I do, to revenge myſelf! 
How may | 1 regain my huſband !—But rather how 
ſhall I Teceive the purveyor of the ſtars, with 
whom I muft Tpeak here privately ! Only he can 
ſerve mie in my preſent caſe.” His' friends are fo 
powerful, that he may eaſily deliver me from theſe 
people. Let me aſſume a tone of mildneſs, and ſend 
my huſband away. Then ſpeaking with a honied | 
accent; 4 ye muſt be weary, my good friend,“ 
ſaid the, 6 au am afraid that you are indifpoſed ; © 
come and lay you down. For my own part, * 
muſt go and et out the little fruit that we have.“ 
i — 
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And for whom pn fit Dathuc'; 1 know 
that you have not a cuſtomer from Bagdad. You 
bare att ed many = „ No great harm 
ap Have, f repre ſhe; 1 have found 
"to elk fruit to, who who pay me very 
bels At the Taitie tinge; the ſhewed him five Gr 
itx ſequins, Jvith' ine fivaller' coin; „here is me- 
ne ey,” continued the houſe has wanted for 
nothing, and my fruit has beten fold 5 
Dalhuc was not à little ſurpriſed; 0 ſee his wits 
fo po — 4 it Was the firſt time {he had 
L All that'flic received had been 
hitherto 2 t6 hàve beet expended before- 
Rand: But he was now on his guard, and ſaw 
trough both her artifices and her diſhoneſty. © He 
would not take the ſequins, but remained calmly in 
his place, and obſerved the motions of his wife; who 
pretended to weep and fet out the fruit which the 
gardener had brought her. Jou will not 0-to 
bed then my friend,“ faid fe; you 0 
 Fourfelf harm.” „“ No,” replied” he? I. Have 
no need of reſt. “ Then,” anſwered” ſhe, in- 
ſtead of remainiug here, you had better 8⁰ to Cowie | 
garden for what we want. I expect cuſtomers 
whom it will be for our intereſt to ſerve as well 
as we can: at preſent, I may not tell yowwho'tliey 
are, but if you do what I defire, you ſhalt know'at 
your return.” . had rather ſtay and ſee] with- 
out troubling you to tell... The hateful fellow!” 
ſaid Narilha between her teeth; „he will fpoil 
the whole affair. Why had I only ſix Teqwites 
in my pocket ? Had I Ren him chürty or fort 
be might have been eaſier managed. Since 586 
will not go then,” ſaid ſhe, © I mult take a baſket 
with me, and ſet out myſelf, in ſearch of What l 
want... No, you ſhall not go out ;-we ſhall 
have 
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haye. company to. receive immediately, It is 
the Armenian he expects,“ ſaid. ſhe, to herſelf; 
and I. ſhall not have time ta. 5 11 Ace en: 
notice of what hag; happened. But I; figpe, that 
Gals inviſible hangs which fgrv bmſo.oe ; MF 
be .frog\.this, traubleſome 


man, whole ill nature 1 to ruin our fortune. 
I burn with impatiegce.—\ 'by ſhould not 1 
tear his eyes out. M _Naritha's. fury, after 
ſo long a.. reſtraint; Was beginning to become dan- 
gerous; hat the ſun had by this time CO 
ced ſome length through the horizon, 

on a ſudden, a loud. knock ing was ; Ht mo 
door. Heavens ! 1” ſaid ſhe, „% the. Armenian, is 
come !” ſhe then ran forward to get before him. 
But Palhuc advanced and e the door him- 
ſelf, 


He who laced 7 was 2 man wearing a robe, 


and the robe happened to he the faragi of the cadi, 


who had executed the marriage- contract between 
Caſſanak's nephew and the barber's daughter: he 
was not alone; but- Caſſanak accompanied him, 
and the officers. of . juſtice followed. What 
means this, Dalhuc?“ ſaid the cadi as he entered; 


is it your intention to divorce your Wife? 1 


come to know the reaſons, and, if I find them rea- 
ſonable, to declare the divorce.“ 

My k lord,“ freplied Dalhuc, „I married chis 
woman, that ſhe might take care of my houſe, and 
aſſiſt me in my trade. Soon after ] brought her 
home, ſhe began to raiſe diſturbance in the houſe, 
and to abuſe my ſon ; ſhe even drove. him away 
abſolutely naked to ſeek refuge elſewhere, I o- 
pened a fruit-ſhop, and in this line of buſineſs was 
ſucceeding very well; but ſhe, not ſatisfied with 
reſerving the 1 to e hass by her capri- 
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Aiſguſted.all ur caſtamers, and given 
pr nee to a man fallen from the clouds. 
* We indeed, fallen from the 1 

| well. ain, and treat * — 


$96 


| O4CNt fo w.deſeryes ; 
von, bree me uf | eak, ont, I thall beg him to 
ayenge my. wrongs ;. he, will not refuſe, but wall 
let vou and all the world know who he is, and 
who L am. —44 Von hear, my lord A 2 Dal- 
hug. Her head is quite turned: in chis light 
f I conſider what the. has ſaid, — to ſave 
her from the ſeverityof the law; and then he took 
minutes. . Eh! and will you at the. requeſt of 
3 "foot treat. the fruitereſs- general of the ſtars in 
this manner exĩed Narilha, while her eyes glared 
with rage; ah! would but the purveyor of the 
heavens come, or even my ſon, with the protection 
of the powerful ſtar of the morning, which he has 
bans > laſt night, I ſhould ſoon cruſh all theſe 
reptiles, who have this day dared to treat me diſ- 
relpectfully. . You hear ber, my lord,“ re- 
peated Dalhuc.—*, Alas! Yes, I hear,“ replied 
the cadi; do what you have reſolved upon; 
you haze but too good reaſon,” and then he dont 
nued his minute. 

% Narilha! woman hanopred be the 8 
tion of the purveyor to the ſtars !?? ſaid. Dalhue, 
«+ mother-in-law to the morning - ſtar: begone; I 
repudiate thee, once, twice, thrice. In the mean 
time, the deed was made out: Dalhue ligned it; 
a copy of it was taken; and he then delivered it to 
the repudiated lady. The precaution was Well⸗ 
judged, for ſhe tore it in a thouſand pieces. 
Now, ſaid ſhe, where is my dowry ?, I mull 
demand to have the garden adju ged to me, which 
has been cultivated by my labour,” “ Firſt,” 
3 | | | Lid 
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laid Dalhue; give me #9 accounted the fie which 
ou have ſold to aftranger "wthih chef fiultthees | 
bay s: Here it 8/2 (aid the yt ͤ— 1 
be qui us, wick Toene 8 1 
4% This is not the eighich poet — — | it 
— Was I who furilifhed * Ant mn 
amounts to an hundr and fbrt y ſe Ns HA Nr. 1 
menian of Bagdad to whoni'T lent ith gave mie i 1 
pledge his robe and vap; here they Are. "BY =_ - ht 
declaration Narilha was ſtruck dumb; but her vb 
confuſion was redoubled at the 2 ede Hr 1 
dur; Bis fdoe was inflamed; his e bo 1 
and his voice ſo hoarſe; that he could ſcarce A, "x 
Himſelf heard. He curſed the ftars moſt cordially ||} 
„ Ah ien ſaid he, 4 if ever I all in love in ty Tits b 
again, may I be three times as ſeverely hip 
as I have been to night.“ “ What has happened to 
you my friend?“ ſaid the cadi; . if you have 
been beaten;'T ſhall do you juſtice. 9 y Lord,“ 
ſaid Badur, „“ then be ſo good as order the ſtars a 
ſevere baſtinado. One of them fhould have been 
my wife. I ſent 52 a noſegay and my picture in 
a bucket of water; ſhe made me go to the Eu- 
phrates, where it was exceſſively cold; my. feet 
ſlipped more than twenty times while I was fol- 
lowing after her; I was obliged to ſwim half a i [nn 
league; and when I thought at laſt, that ſhe was i 1 
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golug to the bank with me, hardly had I fet my 
foot on the dry ſand, before I felt myfelf whipped 
with a cope behind; I turned, but ſaw nobody; 


1 was whipped again, and again 1 turned about, ("Fi 

but ſtill in vain; ' Thoſe who whipped me were 1 

tin behind my back; I fled, but ſtill tney Fol- 1 
owed, and beat me unmercifully to the very g. 4 


BP door. At. give me then Seid but let 2 
vor. H. C11 4 - Levine Ne. wil 


Ap 


298 ARABIAN TALES. 


* 


will enjoy the ebnet of the ſtars; I have been 
in a fever all night.“ 


At hearing this mournful ſtory, Narilhs s pride - 


was humbled. She perceived that ſhe had been 


impoſed upon, and found herſelf now fairly un- 
maſked. The cadi ordered ſeventy ſequins to be 
counted to her over the table, and ſhe ſaw-that 
this was to be all ſhe-was to have for her join- 
e. At leaſt, 4s ſaid ſhe, 4* let me have my 
effects with me. Yes,” replied the cadi, 


and one of my Sn, with Dalhuc and Caſſa- 


nak, ſhall attend you while you remove them.” 


When Narilha found it was 1mpofiible- to carry 


away her treafure, ſhe reſolved at leaſt to diſap- 
point Dalhuc of it; the gathered up her effects 
without ſeeming to turn her eyes to the ſpot where 
Her money was concealed. My lord,” ſaid ſhe 


then to the cadi, while I was Dathue' s wife, it 


was my duty to obey him; but now ſince I am 
divorced, I am reinſtated in my former privileges. 
He forbade me to mention that he had found a 
treaſure in an old iron pot, which ſtill ſtands in 
the place where it was diſcovered.” It belongs to 


the commander of the faithful, and religion forbids 
me to conceal that Dalhuc's diſhoneſty intended to 
withhold it; be ſo good as to follow me, and I 
Hall ſhew you where it ſtands. The treaſure 
you ſpeak of,” replied the cadi, „is already known 
to the caliph, and it is his pleaſure that Dalhuc 
poſſeſs himſelf of a property which had been ftolen 
from him.“ At this reply, Narilha was tranſ- 
ported almoſt to madneſs, and as ſhe was going 


out; whither go you,“ ſaid the cadi; in your 
preſent condition, you ſtand in need of medieines 
to cool your heart and head; you and your ſon 
"Tall be conducted to a _ where you ſhall both 

be 
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be ſupplied with all 8 The cadi's train 


immediately carried her and her for out of the 
houſe. Dalhuc was left alone with Cailanak, to 
when he again expreſſed his gratitude. e 26009 
„This ſaid Cabil-Haſen,“ is all that - know 
* the uſtory of this family erf‚k . em 
1 11 3083 S 19v0- 180 063. 98890 
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While this tale was related, the fair Vaſume 


laughed inceſſantly; good Nane- alſo, burſt ont a 


laughing from time to time; the Schebandad and 
Vaſume's father, ſeemed well pleaſed; and tha fi- 
vals of the relater, diſoovered anxiety. All wait 
ed in filence, to hear whether Vaſume would: ap- 
prove, till the Schebandad thus adreſſed — 
„Dear daughter,” ſaick he, you ſeem to havt 


been amuſed by this tale.“ A father; nobo- 


dy ſeems duplealed with it; my nurſe eſpecially 
has laughed very heartily.“ . Feould do no leſs, 
replied Nanè; I have heard it attentively ; T-re- 
member a good part of it; I hope to add it to m 
little collection; but I fear it may ſlip out of my 
memory, as eaſily as it has entered it.“ “ No, 
my good Nanèé, replied Vafumé, I am on the 
contrary perſuaded, that you will tell it very mueh 
to advantage; but we are going to hear another, 
-whach Way: indeed perhaps drive this out of your 
memory. It muſt have many charms then to 
recommend it,? ſaid Nané; let us be quiet, for 
Jam impatient: to hear it. The nurſe held her 
tongue, and the ſecond of waged three eqilantyy thus 
e n bis FR. 9:13 
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x A "= ad-, 8 _ 88 over mack 
-of the. ny, found himſelf on the confines of 


Upper. Egypt. He was inſatiably voracious ;, but 


the terror 7 he inſpired; made every perſon 
flee before him, ſo. that he could find BORE, to ſup- 
ply, his wants. 1 

As he Was; one. day croffing A deſart, chance led 
him, to the. ratte of a derviſe. Holy, man,” 
ſaid be, + Fou ſee betore vou a ſoldier, who is 
ready to die for hunger; have you never a few 
nuts for one to crack „The rats have good 
teeth“ replied the derviſe, without riſing or lay- 


ing * his book; © they have devoured all the 


nuts which the charity — the faithful beſtowed 
on me, and ha ve left me only the ſhells. The only 
proviſions T bave remaining is that biſcuit of the 
Nile, which you ſee before my door. At the ſame 
time, he ſhewed him a ſtone fix feet long, and three 
feet high. 

125 Do vou eat of that; 9% replied Raggado * 
4 © you have certainly a good ſtomach ! I know 


.. 


this 


? 


„or Hack- hu. 1 


— 
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this EY VER the Egyptian pyramids are miade of 
it, yet I care not if 1 eat with you. To other 
ſtomachs than ours this wonld be indigeſtible 
ſtuff. Allow me to cut it.” He immediately 
drew his ſabre, and with one ſtroke took off a 
lice from the ſtone, \vf"'thÞ\ thidkneſs\ tithe 
palm-leaves taken together; ne next bruiſed it 
between his teeth, wing ſwallowed it. What a 
ſabre ! what an arm! what teeth!“ 8 the re- 
cluſe to himſelf; 4m furniture is very ſolid, 


yet this man may eat all up at en or four meals. 


I muſt make a friend of him, !?? . * ſaid he, | 


„Tadmire the dexterity of your al od a 

a man of very ue O77 A Powers; TVelife 
Four acquaintance, and hope you will not judge 
me unworthy of the hondur.“ „ Adventurers. 
are commonly diſtruſted, but to a man Hike Pk 1 
cannot help revealing every eircumftance in my 
fituation.”- Follow me then to thé back Part 
of my g rotto, J have there ſome cheeſes of goats? 
milk, wa cakes, which I ſhall readily ſhare” with 
you ; come, we will there eat at our leiſure, and 
converſe freely.“ With all my Heart, replied 


Raggado ; © T love people in your way of life ; 


I have Thoben more than one of you, who had not 


paſſed their lives in doziog over books; and I ſhall 
willingly do penance with you for my paſt crimes 


with the cup in my hand.“ T have neither 
cups nor goblets, I uſe nothing but pitchers,” 
faid the derviſe,—** And for my part, I had rather 
want the pitcher than the wine!“ cried the re- 
cluſe; * a derviſe have wine !—You make the 
hairs of my head ſtand for aftoniſhment ! Conſi- 


der that I have retired hither to lead a life of pe- 


nitence; I drink nothing but pure water, mixed 


With 
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nough beverage.” 
Jo e 8 hook his bead ; he! Was, 0 to 
ield . eircumſlances. He aſſiſted his hoſt to ſet 
15 A rd Now, as their table, a quantity of 
ele. and cakes... : There Was as much AS would 
195 ſerxved other eight perſons; yet this was not 
1 for the pair, who now ſat down to it. They 
Were ſeated on ſoſas of the ſame ſtuff as the 3 3 
each was furniſhed with a lags pitcher; of hydro- 
meh, and the repaſt began. 2 
e dervile. after eating one . unbant 
gon even a erumb of the cruſt, ſaid, (brother, 
let us drink, took up a pitcher, and ſwallowed the 
contents at a draught. 4, Here's to you,” ſaid he 


to Raggado who viewed him with ſurpriſe. . You 


muſt have been very thirſty indeed, to empty this 
whole pitcher: at.;a, breath; were your ſtomach 
paved with ſtones like mine, it might run out of 
von like a river.“ Alas! brother,“ ſaid the 


2 derviſe, Jam at preſent greatly corrected; it 


was in conſequence of having drunk too much, 
that I reduced myſelf to this life of penitence. 
However, I ſtill quench, my thirſt, but no longer 
indulge in . — to exceſs. You furpriſed me 
by. cutting, and eating up ſo great a pieee of my 
biſcuit;“ I ſhall larpeite a equally! HO @ re- 
cital of my, tory.:.. i to 2 

I am called Ballay ah*. Af I had not Faria watet: 
too inſipid, while 1 lived in the world, I might 
have dried up rivers. It would at any rate have 
dern a ae neee to e me n ſea 
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to drink; tor its taſte might have tem ed m we to 

drink it dry. EET TE Gy 
One day, when I was, 10 avis; W. el hquſe 

af a man, who had IT meds 15 the 


vintage' was finiſhed, and he had fdred he Þro- 
duee of his. My bed Happened untucki | an 
too near the precious ſtore., Alb of a Tad: 85 1010 
awakened by a fragrance ſo agteeable, chat 1 Gould 
not reſiſt the temptation, but went up to the 1 2 
which were working. 1 ventured to taſte the li 
quor, and found it ſo delici6us, that at ten drau 


ok 


I drank up two hundred and ſixty pints, the 2 — 


produce of the vintage. My hoſt came in upon 
me, and reproached 450 as a drunkard; I felt the 
reproach and killed him. In remorſe” for this 
crime, IJ aſſumed the habit of a derviſe, and con- 
fined myſelf to drink hydromel. Having in con- 
ſequence of that reſolution, wandered from one re- 
ceſs to another, ſtill in ſearch of the moſt ſequeſ- 
tered and remote, I have at laſt taken up my abode 
here, where J employ my Eifure,” 1 in | gathering 
| . and conſulting: the ſtars.” ; 
My good ſaint,” replied Raggadb, <« fince from 
a drunkard you are become an aſtrologer, I muſt 
inform you of my quarrel with the ſtars: I ſhould be 
glad to be along ſide of mine, that I might give 


her a few blows: with the broad ſide of my ſabre,” ö 


and the ſame to one of her comrades, itt return for 

their capricious behaviour to me. 5 
My name is Raggado. I was born in hs capital 

of Circaſſia. By the account of an aſtrologer WhO 


was one of my father's good friends, two ſtars 


were travelling topenkar with a good proviſion of 
propitious and melignant influences. She of the 
two who had the ſmalleſt cargo. proceeded fore- 
moſt, Three women had been delivered on the 

fame 
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ſame day, each of a male child. They lived in 
three of the principal houſes, which formed one 
of the angles of the ſtreet leading to the king's pa- 
lace”? © Let us make haſte thither“ ſaid the o- 
bliging ſtars, (and diſpoſe of our cargoes in behalf 
of theſe new comers.” As they advanced, the fore- 
moſt happened to touch on my mother's houſe, at 
the very moment when I was coming into the 
world; the accident made her ſtop a little.“ F 
car go no farthet,“ ſaid ſhe, *:my burden * be- 
come too heavy; Jmuſt let it fall here; and 
with this ſhe dropped it ſtraight upon me. I can- 
not well tell you what it was ſhe beſtowed with 
ſach good will; but certainly it was a burden 
which 1 ſometimes bear very impatiently myſelf, 
and which has often pro ved troubleſome to others ; 
it has made me the ſtrongeſt, but the moſt impa- 
tient of mank ind; I am always in want; I live by 
rapine; nothing but the mere weakneſs of the fear. 
ful and timid man refiſts my ſabre, him there- 
fore I attack with my fiſts, which are not the 
lighteſt, you ſee. Theſe, FOE derviſe; are the gifts 
which fell upon my cradle. The ſtar which fol- 
lowed mine, was obliged to halt with a lading, 
which was furely intended for me, over a neigh- 
bouring pom, and what, think you, did ſhe drop 
upon it X—A crown: fo you ſee, and I may with- 
out vanity fay' that F was within a door of the 
throne ; the aſtrologer told my father that it was 
fate; I for my part, think it was rather caprice ; 
my bright protectrefſs might have carried her fa- 
vours one door farther. '' Do you know my good 
ſaint, GH I am devilifhly angry with her, and 
have-tried more means ws of one to ow tire 55 
to r EI." Fa One nn 
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I gathered; armies, was a good commander, and 
yet a better fighter, but my ſoldiers were poltroons: 
there were always enough to eat, but never any to 
fight. One day I entered a towmn withqut obſerv- 
ing that I was not followed by my men; I ent in 
pieces all who oppoſed me, purſued and: hacked 
down all who attempted toflee, carried fire before me 
where the ſword could not penetrate; and in ſhort, 
ſacked the towu; my army imagined me to be 
loft, and fled in a panic of terror. What happened 
then? As I had waſted the country, had given no 
quarter, aud my army: was fled, now that I ſaw. 
myſelf a king, by the force of my own; arm, and 
the edge of my own ſabre, I had not a ſoul to 
reign over. How.!” ſaid Ballayah, had Bun, 
exterminated the women too. By Mahomet,”? 
replied the captain, I am vaſtly fond. of women; 


but when they ſaw me, they eried out as if they 


had been flayed, ran away, threw ſtones; upon me 
from the roofs of the houſes, encouraged their huf-. 


bands, and let looſe their dogs againſt me: I had 


my eaſque and buckler broken in ten different 
places, and the fleſny part of my arm tort away 


by a maſtiff; J love the women, but not when 


they are tranſported with rage; for then whether 


young or old, ugly or handſome, I.cut in pieces R 


as many of them as come in my way, without 


ſparing one who makes the ſmalleſt reſiſtance.“ — 
Vou are rather hot-blooded captain, you ſhould 


like me, drink nothing but hydromel. — , By Ma- 


homet, your bydromel, reduces me to a jelly, in- 


ſtead of quenching my; thirſt : my maligant ſtar 


would triumph, did ſhe ſee to what I am now 


reduced; let us if poſſible contrive how to cor- 
rect her influence. If I could but get up to the 


ſkies, I * bring ber to reaſon, But can- 


not 


- 


_ 
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0 Who, are an aſtrologer, help me to right 
mytelt by means of your machines? 

vou may „le Jour ſtar a different 4 wig 
Fon allayab ;...** treat her as I have treated 
mine, Had, not ſhe determined that I ſhould be 
| an idle it toller, a vagabond? Had not ſhe con- 

bebe me tog drink like a ſiſng? You fee 
how 1 have, outwitted her; I have thrown myſelf 
into this. retirement, where I drink hydromel in 

a reaſonable way; and in ſpite of her I am ſtill 
us for ſomething. Vou a man of war, ſhould fol- 
low a different plan; to avoid all the inconveni- 
dences which attend all your exploits, you- ſhould 
ſtrive to be a general without an army, and ſhould 
endeavour to maſter a ſtrong town without walls, 
gates, or trenches, in order that the trouble. you 
take in ſurmounting obſtacles may . not. tranſport 
you. to ſuch a degree of Fury as ſhall. Wee Jo 
to cut down all before you.” ; 

..* Softly, my dear little ſaint,” faid Rag allo, 
© knoweſt thou that, with thy propoſals, thou 
wouldeſt put me in a way to loſe. my head 
Is this the fartheſt length thy ſagacity can go? 
Who can be a general without an army? Where 
are ſtrong towns to be G withdut trenches or 
walls?“ i 7 

* A general KS pea an army 1 cenlial "3: Rok 
ah, that captain Raggado may be to-morrow: at 
the lateſt; he has neither ſoldiers nor wehe 
and has only to travel ten leagues through the 
country, and attack the town of Nallacahabalaba, a 
very ſtrong place, although. without any; artificial 
means of defence. And how is my atmy to be 
made up?“ — © OF eight generals, each of whom . 
is able, in his own. way, to overturn, an empire; 

and to give you an idea of their character, 1. 1 
elf 
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ſelf am the weakeſt of the whole; yet if T ould 
undertake to make "myſelf miſter of r 
the enterpriſe could not fail through any f It of 
mine; it is a well-watered city, . in eight day” 
time, there ſhould not be water enou 15 abour it 
to quench the thirſt of an hen. My good —5 
viſe your name I find is expreſſive of 
character; I now know your abilities; and chiak 
you a very ſober man; a moſt extraordinary ta- 
lent this of yours; you might ruin all Egypt if 
you choſe. “ Oh in order to that,” "replied 
Ballayah, © I ſhould be obliged to drink up the 
Nile to its head, aud the Journey is too far.- 

% But the other companions you ſpeak of,“ re- 
ſumed Raggado, are they ſuch extraordinary 
characters as N J am extremely impatient 
to ſee them.“ -“ You ſhall ſee them to-morrow,” 
ſaid the derviſe; „they ſhall exhibit proofs 
of their abilities in your preſence. They want 
only your counſel to direct their efforts, for they 
are chiefly deficient in underſtanding. They need 
a leader to command them with authority, and ſer 
them an example ; you ſhall be the man.” 

„By Mahomet,” cried the captain, turning his 
eyes upward, I am tempted to pardon my bitch 
of a ſtar the dance ſhe has led me, fince ſhe raiſes 
me at laſt to command my equals But let us 
converſe a little concerning the place we are 


going to attack; who is capa of it? What 
It 1s ſubject to a 


ſhall we make of him ?”. 
tyrant, called Bigſtaf. Him you ſhall drive away ; 

one tyrant ſhall ſucceed another: thus ſhall you 
belie your ſtar; for you ſhall reign like any other 
perſon, and perhaps better, as you 'are a ſtranger 
to all but your own pleaſure. —Have you any re- 
HIRE * Hardly any. I am, however cir- 
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cumoited. — hat is perfectly enough. My 
dear Balleyah, yon are a ſaint of very acc mo- 
dating principles, and this is what I like you for; 
I-thould aiſn to acauſtom myſelf; to your hydro- 
melt that Imitzht get drunk with you. Howe- 
ver, before ly down de reſt, I ſhould like to have 
—— diſt inct idea of the town of Faure 
ba ; for I form my plan af aſſault in my 0 
„% Kallachahabalaba,“ replied: the derviſe, « vis 
ſituate on lofty inſulated mountain, which riſes 
perpendicularly on all ſides, to the height of ſixty 
feet. No animal A ſnail can climb up ER 
« And how do the inhabitants come down?“ They 
are let down in baſkets, fixed to iron chains, which 
are moved upon pullies. Thoſe baſkets are ſo 
arranged that a hundred of them are let down at 
once, and theſe containing ten men each, with arms 
and baggage: this is done quickly, and without the 
leaſt perplexity. The inhabitants of the country 
for twenty miles round, are ſo terrified at this 
ſhow of armed men, that they bring their tribute 
to the foot of the mountain, and fill the baſkets. 
with great readineſs.— By my beard ! ſaid the 
captain, I will either loſe the little renown I have 
earned or put an end to this matter. But who is 
this Bigſtaf you ſpeak of? Is he a champion of 
a certain force? Would he gallantly accept a chal- 
lenge to try his proweſs againſt mine?” —* His ſta- 
ture is ſomewhat gigantic ; he 18 clad from head 
to foot in iron, which however eneumbers no more 
than if itwere feathers ; befides, he fights only with 
his mace which is gilt bronze, ſeventy five pounds in 
weight ; this he plays as lightly as if it were a 
a twig of the aloes-tree, and I hardly think he 
would accept a challenge from any one who could 
not oppoſe him, with an appearance equally for- 
midable 
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midable. „AKh dt., veplied Naggado, let me 
only meet him at arms length f. I ſhould one 
thruſt my blade into the point of his noſe, that I 
might have the pleaſure of ſeeing: 
teeth before I killed him. But, I was born to 
cotiquer, or die wich my ſabre in my hand. L 
leave the uſe of the elub to thofe who are called 
to knock down oxen... Beſides, does this man ne- 
ver go out by himſelf? Cannot one meet and at- 
tack him, without giving him time to take his uſ- 
ual advantage? He always keeps within doors, 
replied the derviſe, „ unleſs when he knows chat 
ſome one is at work within his territory. Alas! 
he has already coſt us the lives of two of our com- 
rades, Zanhadib and Senboulade, who: had adven- 
tured out a hunting through his grounds. Any 
other perſon, would have found them invincible. 
But he made his men ſurround them, and while 
Zanhadib had knocked down a good number of 
thoſe; and Senboulade had made them feel the 
wondrous. force of his jaws, Bigſtaff eaame up 
himſelf, and knocked down both the heroes with 
his club. Zounds !“ cried captain, Raggado, 
I will avenge their cauſe; your ſtory makes my 
blood boil,” as if I had aſſaſſinated my brothers, I 
am impatient to know thoſe friends of yours. Let 
us go fleep, for I know no cher eam to cool: _ 
POTN — | 
Ballayah was Sal y "Uiſpated to au ſo thay 
both lay down'on ſome leaves and kins in the grot- 
to. They were awakened by the firſt rays of the 
morning light, and had gone out to walk, hen the 
dervife faw: three perſons approaching at a diſtance. 
Here come our friends. How call you them? 
WAheir names ure dv N of | their» abilities; 
; "VOL. * Aan 33 b e N Day 1 the 
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the foremoſt/ is called Guillarich *: he can per- 
ceive a needle on the ground, at. forty leagues diſ- 
tance; he is our ſpy. The name of the ſecond, 
is Nadhertavil +; and he could -cleave- an apple 
with an arrow at the fame: diſtance. And Ka- 
raamek, T who follows, would pick it up in five 
minutes. They ſhall diſplay their abilities before 
vou; and you may then judge to what advantage 
you ean employ their ſervices. In the mean time 
the three weights came up. 

KRejoice, my comrades”? mid Ballayah. * . 
has brought us in the perſon of this brave knight, a 
comrade much ſuperior to both thoſe whom we 
have loſt. This is the invincible captain Raggado, 
whoſe head, arm and fabre ſhall enable us to a- 
venge ourſelves on our cruel enemy, and to live 
henceforth in peace and jollity. But we muſt dine 
to- day you know; have you brought us no pro- 
viſions 34, We ſhal? not fare ill,“ replied Nad- 
Hertavil if you have cakes; Bilamich, J is coming 
with a calf ſix months old on his [ſhontders; and 
two caſks of wine under his arms; he would go in- 
to a garden to gather a ſalad; but he walks at 
a good rate, and will ſoon be here if no —— 
befalls him.” As he ended ſpeaking- ee 
entered with the ſalad hanging by his neck; 
conſiſted of three colly- flowers, bound in a dab 
and covering his body all over. With all this 
load, he walked as nimbly, as if he had nothing but 
a bag of nuts on his back. He laid down his bur- 
den. Ballayah preſented him to Raggado: Ge- 
ne ral,“ 14. he bras cy on err un, 


vick ſight, 4+ Straight to the mark. 
t Cur the air. * — back. iel 
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here is our chariot of war. Deſtroy towns, rout 
out armies, take booty; this back ſhall bear all; 
it would not fail under the weight of Solomon's 
treaſures. As yet,” ſaid Raggado, my plun- 
der has never been long burdenſome to any of m 
attendants. When I can catch any booty, I ſit 
_ down in a corner, eat it up, and there is an end of 
it; were you to ſee me devour what J lay hold on, 
you would ſuppoſe that I am ever purſued by rob- 
bers, or incendiaries ; this bitch of a ſtar of mine 
keeps me in almoſt conſtant want of every thing, 
that I may never be able to do any thing great. 
But thanks to you my dear aſtrologer! I hope to 
get the better of her -malevolence.—But hold; 
here is a little calf of an hundred and eighty 
pounds weight; [wiſh it were eaten up.“ It is 
intended to be eaten. Bilamich flay the calf and 
make a ſpit. Guillarich ! Haraamek | Where 13 
our cook ?” 

Guillarich caſt his eyes all over the entity and 
perceiving what no human eye could ever have 
perceived by the beſt teleſcope. —Ah ! I ſee him: 
he is at hand, hut is diverting himſelf with roaſting 

quails as they fly over his head, and he placks and 
_ eats them,” Very fine truly,” ſaid Ballayah ; 
* the raſcal is finely employed on a review day, 
—roaſting quails in the air, and catching them in 
his mouth as they fall — And where is that lazy 
dog Batteniltabour who ſhould call the roll and 
force every one to attend his duty?“ * I fee him 
too,” ſaid Guillarich ; © he is {ſleeping under a. 
broom-buſh, and ſnoring till all the earth ſhakes 
again; I am ſurpriſed that you hear him not.“ 

„eee friends,” ſaid Ballayah, if we have 
not great need for diſcipline among us? Is it not 
the moſt fortunate circumſtance in the world, that 
B bz 1 Sort 
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fortune has FEA us ſuch à leader; Come Nast 
mek, find out where that . — and ſnorer 
are und bring them hither with all diligence! © - 

Fou ſhall 'fee what fort of rogues cheſe two are. 
Our roaſter Bazzaknar“, will ſhew you a ſpeci- 
men of What hie can do; he Cöuld kate 4 vein of 
metal in the böwels ef the earth. As to Battenil- 
tabour, his talents are moderate enough, but one 
whieh he poſſeſſes is very uſeful to us: when we 
_—_ out to battle, he ſpreads terror all around 

By beating his belly with his ten fingers, 
which he” rubs upon one another, he produces a 
noiſe equal to that of forty drums, and raiſes 
dreadful cries; enough to malte“ the” walls 'of any 
town fall down.?“ 

0 The two warriors driven white! Ballayah was 
giving this account of their abilities to Ruggado. 
660 Drummer,” ſaid the derviſe to the one, go 
ſound à call to arms; and then, turning to t e 
. 6ther,” 4 roaſt that calf on the fpit.” Then turn- 
ing to Raggado, general,“ ſaid he, (it now re- 
mains with you to ſhew theſe brave fellows what 
they have to do.” The calf was on the ſpit, and. 
che colly-flowers were cut into pieces. But we 
have nothing to catch the gravy bf the roaſt, and 
no plate to dreſs the colly-flower in. Cut off 
with your former dexterity, a ſlice of the biſcuit 
before the door, and thus provide 1 us 5 with the vel 
ſels we want.“ 

The captain was glad of the opportunity to diſ- 
play his addreſs. He drew his fabre, and with 
the very firſt ſtroke, cut off a ſlab half an inch 
thick, — the whole length of the ſtone. Out 

1 = 8 


* Blow the 4 
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of it he formed a. diſh, to receive the juice A abe 


roaſt j and the fab which he had, cut off N 


a plate for the cabbages. The peholdersſheing ſo 
much the readier to admire angther parſonj.asggch 
of them was admirable, in- his own,way, rendered 
due praiſe to the eaſe, with which: he. wWangkte 
and the neatneſs of his workmanſhip, (3 ar 83995 

. Raggado,, in his turn, was, very.carigus te fee 
how Aa calf could be . roaſted in a place where; he; 
could perceive neither. fire, coalg, nor wood, Bila-· 
| mich acted. as turnſpit, and the ſpit lay upon two: 
great ſtones, ſet out on the midſt, of à green [pot oh 
We... Batteniltabour, ſaid Ballayah,, * 9 do 
your A ez vou perceive that We want, not ou 
roaſted meat burned, but need a gentle fire to act 
upon it all equally; do it. as it thould be. The 
other was a man rather of deeds than of words, 
and exhaled his flaming. breath, in ſo ſuitable a pro- 
portion, that it had rather the appearance. of gild- 
ing, than of roaſting the large mafs of meat before 
it; as the gravy . upon the cabbages, he 
gave them a due quantity. | of fire, to bring them to- 
boil, The captain ſeemed to be very well 2 
with the roaſter's abilities, and ſhewed an imp 


to give them more and more proofs of Bis pg 


He ſaw that they could not ſet a table within the; 
derviſe's grotto, on account of a rock of granate ſix 
N high, which ſtood in the middle of it. Stand 

” ſaid he to ſeveral people about him; I am 
going to give this little ſtone a few-Rtakes, 1 and the 
pieces which are broken off may perhaps fly into- 
your. eyes; give us room,” At the ſame time he: 
ſtruck the rock with his ſabre ſo dexterouſſy, that 
each piece he cut off, ſeemed a marble table; want- 
ing nothing but the laſt poliſhing, ** What a 
Geadful. arm and cutting ſword ! cried they who. 


B b 3 witneſſed 
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5 mitreſled.his exploit Brothers,” Laid Ballayah, f 
that arm and ſword muſt open to u the e 
elend ea er ** SON&111 8 20 
The place, when cleared abalicher airpelets = 
1 block, was ſoon made ready. The 
moſt ſuitable pieces were ſet round, as ſeats, about 
a table which four or five ſtrokes with the cap- 
tain's ſabre made perfectly ſquare, and at the ſame 
time ſo Deter it belove as to N room for 
their legs. | 
or We: ger. 3 a 5 8 0 ” 4 5 Ballayab, 
of ſuch diſtinguiſned abilities. - | Batteniltabour 
ſtroked his belly in token of his admiration, till 
the cavern re- echoed with an awful noiſe- Inn 
the mean time the cloth was laid. :Darzakmar 
brought the roaſt to the table. Wine, wine,“ 
* Ballayah, and at the ſame time ſet down a 
bag with fifty pounds of cakes. | Bilamich then 
went for the caſks, but Raggado, afraid of the 
derviſe's "thirſt, thought proper to, xemind him of 
his obligations. Holy men, ſaid he, is 
your penitence ended? wt No,” replied Ballay- 
ah; I muſt drink of a few cups of hydromel; 
but yet J reſerve nen * wine to. naſe my 
mandh.'*! ::; - 
The company fat down. to table, od every one 
did honour to the entertainment. They held very 
little converſation. From time to time, however, 
one or other of the gueſts threw out ſomething in 
his on way; it was always wonderful. Abont 
the middle of the entertainment Bellayah, having 
ſomewhat ſoothed the rage of his appetite, looked 
about him. Brother,, ſaid he, our number 
is not * We want Thalahava and II- 
A ; ; nafac 
Catch cloud. 
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nafab *; however; they hate their efdersg 
Batteniltabour has founded" the alarm ſo eat it 
might be beard at a diſtance.” Ay Ballayatiowns 
making this reflection, the two heroes cuteted the 
Fgrotto-. DSO ehem goot' 28 ur Agold nnn 

Vou deſerve not a erumb y fait Baly an. 
I value men of abilities when they ara 
in performing their duty. If you fall to-mer- 
row, you ſhall anſwer to an abler general? than 
I. In the mean time, fit down and drink: Hefter 
dinner you ſhall know wonderful things. "You 
er, the” illuſtrious 


* 4 


are before à very great 


general, and we are about to pafs in review before 


dim. For my own part, I am exhibiting a ſpeci- 
men of my powers as you ſee, and, as he ſpoke, 
he ſwallowed up the whole pitcher of wine. The 
new-comers having no anſwer: to make, modeſtly 
bowed, and the company proceeded with the din- 

ner. Come, brothers,” faid Ballayah, wernuſt 
paſs our review now, ſince our dinner is ended, 
and may begin with providing food for ourſupper. 
Guillarich! Nadhertavil? Karaamek ! attend.“ 
„„ AGuillarich, you muſt: get me an hundred 
pounds of veniſon. Examine the moſt remote 
banks of rivers, ſeek out for us fawns, kids, and 
young gazelles. Let all be very tender, and eafy 
of digeſtion.““ Guillarich put himſelf in a proper 
poſture. His looks at firſt ſeemed to be confined 
to the grounds in the neighbourhood ; but he gra- 
dually widened his ſphere of viſion, and his eyes 
roved over the whole earth. 4 Ah!“ eried he, 
I have found what you want behind that hill, ten 
leagues from hence.” Nadhertavil then drew his 


bow. 


*. Swell all 
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bow. . Ten leagues ſaid he to Guillarich,— 
— And thir irty paces,” added the other. The ar- 
row Was aunched. . Guillarich looked after it. 
The 15 Filled,” laid he. ves be ES 

Come, Karg es: faid he, © put on your 
flippers, and go, ar us this game. The order 
A nthy beyec Ballaya h had three times 
; repeated the command.; and, than half an hour, 
the four pieces he wanted were brought to Bila- 
fk. , who Aayed them, and Put. them upon the 
we 


allayab. Wong nt the fack with the brandon, 
1 Laid he, x? have we only thirty pounds?” 
—Guillarich looked - out for freſh bread. In 
Maſr, faid. he, is enough of bread, piping hot, 
and the baker has juſt, turned his back to ſweep. 
his oven. Here is a good opportunity to buy his 
bread for nothing; go, Karaamek. take with you 
the ſack, and make your market,” The order 
was inſtantly obeyed; and the bread in the grot- 
to before the baker could ſee what was a-doing... 
Tou ſee, general,” ſaid the der viſe, WE are 
filling the paſtry. Ah! if Bilamich had wings, 
we might have wine; muſt we always die for 
thirſt? Come, Thalahava, ſeize that paſſing 
cloud, and force it to pour down here its uncom- 
fortable contents. If you give us hail among it, 
fo much the better; I like very well to drink. ice. 
The cloud was at a very conſiderable height in 
the air. Thalahava wear out of his pocket a clue 
of ilk, and threw it at the cloud; the clue divid- 
ed, and one end hung down. "Chi the man ſeized, 
and the vapour ſeemed to draw him upwards with 
aſtoniſhing velocity. Comrades,” ſaid Ballay- 
ali, let us ſet, out our pitchers to receive the 
water Which! is gong. to fall; a as we bave no 


15 change 
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change af clothes, we ourſelves' muſt Keep within 


the grotto. The whole tro obeyed, the cloud 
lowered; Thalahava condeafed it, and, by means 
of his chad; came down With ain. 


Raggado wondered to ſee” fuch pro Halles 


«+ You muſt allow, general,“ faid Balla ab, that 


17 > 


under your. command, fuch brave” iow 
hope for the moſt ſplendid füteef t 58 PYE 


never 
ſaw in my life before,“ ſaid Raggado, We an afſern- 
blage of ſuch rare talents ſo well met. No en- 


terpriſe can be too hard for us. I have wage 


ſome plans i in my head. Stay, but ff ſpeak not, 


therwiſe you will diſturb wy | medie; aan E 


have forgotten ſomething eſſential; as we, hay 
only water to flake our thirſt, we ſhould” at le 


have a few bottles of ſtrong liquors. Three 285 : 
of day yet remain, let us want for nothing the 


derviſe now called his ſervants. Guillarich, * 
ſaid he, and thou Karaamek, go, find us a few 
bottles of ſtrong liquors. You know they, are 
commonly ſet out upon terraces, to receive the 
influence of the meridian- fun, Make an excur- 
ſion for thoſe liquors; what cannot be brought 
away at once, You can ſecure at a ſecond expedi- | 


tion.? 12 


This order was executed ; and within a quarter | 


of an hour, they had four large flaſks of excellent 


ſtrong liquors. This Karaamek is a dexterous, | 


ſubtile, active fellow,”” ſaid Ballayah ; *« pity 
but his rains were ſtronger ; for' then we might 


derive inconceivable advantage from him. 
66 By Mahomet,“ ſaid Raggado,** I ſhould have 
had the gripes in m my belly all night, had it not 

Nader he has given us. But, 


been for this little a 


my good derviſe, cannot we have ſome figs? 
44 Yes, from any part of the world you like beſt.” ' 
00 1 


— 
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I take you at your word,“ replied the cap- 
tain; « let me have ſome of the beſt African figs.” 
—_— Come, Karaamek, you hear what the general 
defires. Take a baſket under your arm; pick 
out the very beſt figs you can find, and let us ſee 
you again within half an hour at fartheſt, for we 
may want you, here.“ Karaamek diſappeared. 
The yeniſon was put on the ſpit ; Bilamich 
turned it, Bazzaknar roaſted it, and Batteniltaboar 
had in the mean time gone to ſuore at ſome hun- 
dred paces diſtance, to avoid diſturbing any per- 
| ſon. He made himſelf heard, however. Here,” 
faid Raggado, „ is rather a \ troubleſome. ſnoring | 
fellow,” ——< Let him reſt,“ replied Ballayah. 
His extreme plumpneſs conſtitutes his greateſt merit, 
and keeps his belly tight. Beſides, he keeps us mer- 
ry, and amuſes us by beating on his cheeks like a 
drum, Let us make the moſt of all his talents.“ 
— Right; t; but who is this fellow with his arms 
akimbo ?”_ I am as yet unacquainted-with his 
qualifications. He takes care. of our lodging 
when we go out upon a campaign, and, with very 
trifling means, makes very important uſe of every 
thing. His name is Ilnafac. His profeſſion is a 
very laborious one, of which you will form a bet- 
ter idea when you ſee him at work.” 
In ſuch converſation they ſpent the time till 
Karaamek's return began to be impatiently ex- 
pected. Ballayah was uneaſy. Holla, Guil- 
larich,”” ſaid he, look you through the vine- 
yards and orchards of Africa, and find if you 
can, Karaamek, who has either loſt himſelf, or 
forgotten his errand.” Guillarich looked ſharp- 
IJ. Ah! the rogue, ſaid he, he has eaten 
more figs than he has gathered ; he 1s near Da- 
maſcus ; he is ſleeping beſide his baſket, the * 
who. 
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who are pooating about will rob bim, and take 
away his flippers, and we ſhall ſee him no 
more. A large bird is perched upon a branch 
of the tree under which he reſts; if Nadhertavil 
would ſhoot” the bird, the noife of its fall would 
awaken Karaamek. . At what diſtance is this 
bird?” ſaid — — Seventy five leagues 

exactly.“ Nadhertavil then took ' is aim, drew 

his bow and ſhot. Guillarich looked, to obſerve. 
the effect of the arroẽw. The bird i is fallen,” 
ſaid he, 4 the ſleeper is wirakens?: and now comes 
homeward. Within a few moments after the figs 
were in the grotto. © Be not angry with our pur- 
veyor,” ſaid Raggado to'Ballayah'; * this accident 
has given us a new proof of the abilities of Guil- 
larich and Nadhertavil. - But I believe ſupper 1 is 
ready, let us fit down at table. ! Not if you 
pleaſe,” replied Ballayah, * till we have firſt form- 
ed our camp, and I have made a retreat to be 
ſounded, according to the cuſtom of men of war "vt 
He at-the ſame time called Ilnafac, who obeyed the 
ſuramons. 

Have you eben your meaſures and choſen 
your ground? We will lye this night in the tent, 
in which we may be at our eaſe.” —* The ground is 
before you,“ replied Hnafac, © your lodging is in 
my breaſt, and its extent depends upon the force 
of my Jun; s. By Mahomet,” cried the gener- 
al, there is à ſtrange Tiddle.”—< It is no riddle,” 
ſaid the*derviſe, © or at leaft what you are about 

to ſee, will explain it: Let us go up to the place 
where the workman is to begin his taſk.” 5 
IInafae had a ſmall purſe of the fize of an egg 
fixed to a girdle, bound round his breaſt. It ſeem- 
ed to be cloſed with four fmall cords, at the ends 
has Wan were ſo IEF {mall ſpikes of Reel. | He 


opened 
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ehe, it, andchlemtinte its wil it ſaon bee of 
. melon- He: blew. again, Mlhit auas 
—— hike bead. He ben intra · 
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| __ — — — 
— pioked up the cords of the purſe, 
E 
ia upon ur ndes ; the up- 
pas hüt AD the, form of a tent. andꝭ vras ſupport· 
eadfy ofauropikes Which he always carried with 
bim 4, Hnafac went on with his work, and che tent 
iagreaſed till it was large Enough to accommodate = 
| — and the ſteel ſpikes had become 
large pikes of iron, which were fixed deep in the 
grounds andrendered the tent. a. ſafe and Raad ha- 
f 16 viltrow 41042 85 g 8 ti at 
138% Mabamet again,” cried ] jg Way 
— e of muſhrooms; this: ist an 
ble thing: ! Not. to flatter yon m gener- 
_ thoſe: who have. ſeen you. may believe an thing, 
and can have nothing to boaſt of. But Ilnafac has 
moderated his. exertions here; his ſtrength is ſufg 
ficient to {well this w_ to 22 might 
lodge all the pilgrims to Mecea with their guard. 
At the, amg time, a joud noiſe. of al drum Was 
r ram a diſtance. One Would have thoutzht 
eed,: that fifty drums had been founding at once, 
bad Ges ak been, for the, perfect pniſog.,of. all-the 
LIST 22: 1s this noiſe I hear aid Rag- 
ae 1% ng. ſaid. the,deryie, abut Bat- 
8 Be eee 9G his bel- 
is a braye man at ſounding 12 change. 
© Gagd, erviſe, theſe are x; — ONT 
They are, forced uke me, to. lis. in re- 
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tirement, cbecuuſe the public has an unfavourable 
| of them. But we can go out with you; 

and diſſodge that Bigſtaff, that vulture who fends 
down upon us his baſkets of fowls, dreſſed out in 
ſteel to the great diſmay of our trooppp . 
Ah!“ replied Raggado, “ had his citatel 
been ſurrounded with a tr iple foſſe full of water, 
we needed only to have mixed a little with 
it, and you might have drunk it up. 
have attacked the wall with my ſabre, and, by Ma- 
homet, yo know what it can do! I hond en- 
gage to bring down the fortreſs before one ſtone 


could be thrown” at me; Bilamich ſhould throw + 


the broken pieces into the foſſe, and I ſhould ap- 


pear in the place at a time when I was little ex- 
pected; and you ſhould then ſee how I ' would: 


fall upon thoſe people with their iron ſheathings 2 
— This is a project truly worthy of your abi- 
lities, general,” replied Ballayah ; but the tyrant 


is ſecure againſt every ſuch enterpriſe.” I fear 


by thy book, my venerable 9Id fellow, to contrive 


one, without delay, againſt Which it ſhall be im- 


poſſible for him to guard. But let us go to ſup- 
It is che wiſeſt part we can juſt now 
take, ” ſaid the derviſe ; '* for our roaſt meat 
would cool, did not Bazzaknar keep it warm.” 
All the little army ſat down around a'well-fur- 
niſhed table, enlightened by a lamp which had 
three wicks. They talked of their projects. 
« Comrades?!” faid Raggado, be affured that J 


will do my utmoſt to merit your praiſes ; but, as 


you have made me your commander, I give you 
notice, that we march in order and very ex- 

peditiouſly.—I have drunk bat a fingle cup of 
water, and it has already given me a nauſea 


To-morrow, by day-break, I ſhall review my 
Wer mT 5 3 


- 


I Would 
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troops, give my orders, and ſet out witliour delay: 
our tent and baggage muſt be made ready for re- 
moval in the time of the review. Let us drink a 
cup of good liquor, and ly down to dream of the 
victory which awaits us. — Although my ſto- 
1 were as hollow as an empty well, I could 
eep as ſound upon pebbles as on a bed of rofes. 
Wet us finiſn what remains; as we are to ſet out 
to-morrow with a project in our heads, we muſt 
begin with ſtarving the rats here, and not leave 
them a ſingle crumb to gnaw.—Let us end the 
banquet. It is proper that we ſhould reſt in the 
tent Cömehitber, Guillarich! Can you ſee any 
thing by night?“ „ As well as by day, general.“ 
This is good; you ſhall Keep watch by the camp, 
and to-morrow, on our march, you {hall take a 
. ſeep on the ſhoulders of Bilamich;Come! hither, 
Thalahava, throw your clue at that cloud over 
our head, and oblige it to cool the air by diffuſing 
& little dew.—Batteniltab6ur muſt go ſnore with- 
aut the camp beſide Guillarich, that he may be 
ready to give the alarm, when any thing extraor- 
dinary happens. Come, my friends, let each of 
us take one of theſe ſkins for his pillow. A ſol- 
dier never refuſes the conveniences of Uſe Wen 
he can have them.?“ : 
O great, valiant, wiſe captain !“ mid Ballay. 
ah, obeying the order, and marching before tlie 
troops. When they had filed off, Raggado was the 
laſt to enter the tent; he lay in tlie middle; each 
placed himſelſ at a reſpectful diſtance from big ge- 
neral, in the place which appeared to him the 
moſt convenient; The derviſe N and all fell 
peaceably alleep = bon 
Scarcely had lebe“ mcthing ſtar appeared on the 
horizon, when Cuillarich awakened Battenilte- 
| bour, 
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ws who! gaped, and beat his belly with a noiſe 


which re-echoed through, all the caverns in the 
neighbourhood. Raggado ſprung. iaſtantly up, 
and awakened all about him. Come, eomrades, 
ſaid he, to arms; Ilnafac remove the tent.“ 
At this command every ane left the tent; only Il- 
nafac remaining till the poſts were taken up q ſo 
that before ſun- riſe the tent was folded up, and fixed 
to the girdle of him whoſe bufineſs it was to bear it. 
"All? now. aſſembled to the grand review. 


Rallegnh had placed himſelf in the rear. Bro- 


ther, ſaid Raggado, you are not. in your pro- 
per place; you are our counſellor, and ſhould 
therefore be in the centre; but tactics having un- 


dergone a change, you are placed i in the rear, and | 


thus it often happens that, when the vanquiſhed is 
engaged, counſel, comes too late; but here as the 
ranks are not very thick, nothing can hinder 
you. from coming to my alliſtance when neceſſary. 
Is Four book in a proper ſtate? Ate none of the 


leaves wanting?“ —, By Mahomet I have not 


kept count; but it is à matter of indifference, 


whatever may be wanting, I. can very: cally * 


7 9 


a Comrade Guillarich, 7 ſaid Raggado, 40 your 
eyes are a little red; bathe them in cold water; 


you may be troubled with,, defluxions about them; 


Are Nadhertavil's bow and arrows in a proper 
ſtate?“ , Nothing is wanting, general.” I am 
impatient to make trial of your addreſs, by ſending 
a meſſage ſtraight into the enemy's eye. Let us 


ſee your clue, Thalahava. It is very round; and 


the filk is very, fine ſpun! Vou may challenge 
the ſpiders to do the like. But, my dear com- 
rades, if vou will liſten to, the advice of an old 


mg you: ſhall, ſoon learn that fa Precious a ta- 
lens 
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lent men be vſed 1e better Purpole than for cool- 
ing the air, and waſhing kitchen utenfis.— Bazzak- - 


nar, I cannot examine the fire in your ſtomach ; 
but I hope you have plenty of ſulphvr and bitu- 


mien for the campaign; as we are going to fall 
upon an enemy's kitchen, we ſhall not give you 


the trouble of dreſſing our victuals; but I charge 
vou to roaſt all the heads that may give us any 
trouble. Karaamek, your ſlippers ſeem to be in 
a good enough ſtate; but beware of indulging 
4 taſte for figs; you were lately in danger of 
oling your ſlippers, and you might have caught 
cold returning from ſuch a diſtance.— Ihnafac, you 
have folded up the tent, but take care of the poſts, 
ſee that the cords be good, louk that the ſtuff be 
all freſh..-Let nothing be wanting. Tell me, 
could you, by blowing in a melon, ſwell it to 
a pumpion! —“ No, general.“ —It may well be 


ſaid, that no man poſſeſſes univerſal talents... 


% Advance, Bilamich; you muſt provide your- 


ſelf with ſtraps to ſupport your burdens. That 


back, if it were level enough, might ſupport a py- 
ramid - Do you know that one can never have a 
large enough hand, when any thing is to be laid 
Hold of? —Here Batteniltabour, your drum is tight 
enough; but you muſt beware of ' watering the 
inſide too much with hot I:quors, for theſe would 
ſhrivel the ſkin. Pray let maihear you ſound your 
trumpet?” Batteniltabour obeyed, and uttered a 
few half notes in a baſs voice; buttheſewereenough 


to throw diſmay and terror through the whole 


troop. Karaamek would have fled to an hundred 
leagues? diſtance, if he could i.ave found his legs. 


 Bilamich felt his knees totter under him; Guil- 
larich's eyes were dimmed for the moment; Nad- 
bertavil dropped his bow and arrows; Thalahgva 
Jo? 1 looked 
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ed, and,yer Þ rremble.like, 8 ae, FxiendBatiopr 
13tabour, this is an f illuſtzious, ealent of things baits. 
if you pleaſe, we, ſhall, make no wie foi, ounſeſb 
when we happen. to be jnvery, deſpermte. iche 
ſtanges; reſume.your place; ap youmy friends, 
ho. are pleaſed ta acknowledge: menyols: $ 15 1 
dae while: 1 explain, "the, Penis, ie 
Wepa e that We Thonld EXCcUEGr; ont 2 anmutst blo 
Our obje& is to make on 
lacahabalaba, and to deſtroy the; tyrant Bigſtacß. 
He is too cautious to expoſe, himſelf. He walk ſend 
out his rabble, againſt, us; we hal rout; them, Jar 
| this will not determine the matter. We 


him to capitulation ben amines: lay waſte 8 | 
country; from Which he, is ſupplied vith,menus of 


ſubffſtence, and oblige him to eat his very; fu 
for food 4. Yiou! have, al the glements in your: Powe 


er ; you Can burn, drown, rob, maſſacre and deſj- 


troy ; and by theſe, means, that conntry, may inn 
very ſhort ſpace; be reduced to a deſart: & regular 


war g might becomę more xuinous ind the gn 


whereas if the influeneg of terror be, conjoined g 
the effects fo on hoſtilities, three fenrths of the 
people will..endeavoun to eſcape: fy flight. We 
have onlx te wonder where we hel begim our der 
vaſtations. ann; D 
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caſt our eyes towards the ſbur cardinal points in 
the heavens. We malt begin wih ſomething ren 
and juſt at hand. What ſee vou towards, the eſt 2% 
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this51dy+—2-Adthough we ſhould 
fun; 26), ſaid: Raggado, ge ſhauld be 
then weary and hungry, and pillaging it could 
wes Hats itt] eric to Bigſtaff. This is not our 
the enſt. Here, general, 
af ſec a dak and, veith very: fine cattle grazing 
Moms whot are! tame by fhenberds. “ f This 
will deſerve out attention hereafter: but 
athoſeyfuals are. not gcady dreſſed ; and as we ſet 
þ == — we hall nesd to find our dinner ſerved 
Lion thei otable . Ab!” ſaid Guillarich, 
#iwhatis this, That is preparing: ouch af u us! fee 
n 3¹¹ 4 This⸗i8 
adde affair for us then. At ho] many leagnes di- 


ande?“ Ten deagnes.“ , In a village? 


Nes, a populous village. So much the bet- 
dera e ſhall do the more WSLY and make the 


eme noiſe; thoſe folks will not hinder us from 


JS: wk Huliteſs ; Wh this: pe; Jet us 
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burn up the whole fide of the e ee 


| — the marriage is celebrated. 1 ſhall 


enter the houſe intended for the feaſt, and ſeize the 
brides If the bridegroom, father or relations, 
make any diſturbance, I ſhall divide a few blows 
among them; and if theſe cannot make them quiet, 
Batteniltabqur ſhall ſpeak a word, aud: in theif ear, 
which they will hardly deſire to hear; repeated. 
Bazzaknar ſhall burn all except-the: houſe, and 
there we will dine quietly. As the inhabitants of 
the place may gather inta a body, and throw ſtones 
dat us, I direct Thalahava- to feat himſelf on tlie 


firſt cloud he ſhall meet with, ta collect a number 


af athers, and to ll us, with the whole parcel; 
W 3 — * 
2 Msn. 
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on the heads: oP thoſe-+toubleſeinie And we 
- ſhall take care to ke him ig purt of thediv- 


ner.“ : i naigalliq bus Nizaad has ISS ads 

„ By Matiomet/!| fad Fahapdh i nevef was 
| pin ns” with wifer>pr 
chou content wen, dervife?” faidb-Rag 
my opintbaieverp: '6ne'dughtits bes ſ eee 
us march on 6 loft 


ſuch as may fit a wed The | 
obeyed, and the troop marched oh in good bider. 

| When they were within two leagues of the Wall 
Raggado gave orders t Karuamek to'obſerve what 


Was paffing at thie feaſt, und os rake ce hut the 


dinner was not too — fet ved up. Within 
three minutes the meſſe 
are idolatrous raſcals, She. aid are facrificiiig 
before a wooden idol, a ſine heifar with guded hornb, 
aveliicls will: not be fully roaſted for an hour 10 
come. By Mahomet, ſaid Raggado, to Bul- 


lk. « thou muſt ſurely be highly phaſed; :We 


are going againft idolatry 5: "ay, be thy taſk to 
overturn the idol; conjure it dowii witli th bools ; 
1 recommenddeA marriage contracted before an 
iclol, and without the cadi, is not worth 4 ftraw. 
J will marry the young woman in the muſulman 
ae convert her to the truth. 


Js 6.6: "40 In a ſhort: time they arrived in 


the village, directly oppoſite to the houſe in lch 
the two families were met. nA went in as 
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ceived; thoſe -honeſt-: villagers were in. great a. 
8 looked on one another, without 


R ſpeaking 


ding proceſſton. * Ans drum 
age, 


returned. They 


this converſation; the — | 
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ble; ri Here. bam dg you take 
m ec, pow; that f am the buſbabd of this, 
fag mand and, that the, hall have none elfe.) 1 75 
ſaxing, h. MEL ized] 2 1 
and aglations, advenced.to ler her our of his. 
Hands , iti tyro oy BIR ws; he 1185 them Bax, 
onithe ground gk up.tt 155 ET: 
PAtSeand mans, anc Ns e their wa; 
throw ar the x Wen aalen, Baz. 
_ teniltabouz;began ta ff Keg 83 Mas e 
ths with which Raggadgwashitherto unacqugint- 
ihe was ſtruck zwith ſuch aſtoniſhment at. 
bearing this ürſt rial af it, that had he been leſs, 
eagen On, his prey, thehad certaigly eſcaped out af 
his hands. However, all, that were in the houſe 
both. mea: ant.vamen, , were. laid. low. z the very 
building, which, eee! Wenge veg. taken: | 
to che fonndation. e boo f 
n — his eee ſaid; 
to-his:braying ſquire; come, relieve me of all this 
heap of elowne, throw out at the window all. ſuch: 
as are;too.far from the door. Batteniltabour obey-. 
ed,.and the houſe was ſoon cleared. Only the young 
bridet remained) who texrified as ſhe; was; would 
have fallen down like the reft, if ſhe had not been 
ſupported. by the vigorous captain. In the mean 
time a doleful cry. of fire was. heard through the 
village. Come,” ſaid Raggado to his compani- 
on, this is not a time to ſnore.z- our comrades may: 
he loſt amidſt all this din; ſound a chll. “ The. 
drum obeyed; the troop. muſtereil ups and. the. 
marriage dinner was voraciouſſy eaten. zi om: 
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The young ' bride, being conftrained to remain 
with this company and to endüre the brutal caref- 
ſefs of Raggado, wept inceſſantly. How happy 
ſhouldT be to comfort your grief, my pretty child” 
laid the captain; pr 1 drop thoſe charming tears 
into my cup; they w render the liquor exqui- 
ſitely delieious. 25 But ſhe turned away her bead, 
with an air expreſſive at once, of difguſt and ſor- 
row. While thoſe robbers were eating and ſtuffing 
themſelves inſatiably, notice had been given to a 
ſmall detachment, conſiſting of fifteen men from the 
garrifon of Kallacahabalaba, who” uſually made 
their rounds through thoſe parts. To this little 
detachment, the affrighted villagers defcribed the 
leader of the band. By their account Raggado did 
not appear formidable ; they inveſted the houſe in 
which he and his party were making merry, and 
| pl pütel to attack them. The commander of the 
detachment ſuddenly entered, and with his ſabre 
drawn approached Batteniltabour, who by ſneez- 
ing parried the blow. Raggado ſtunned with the 
noiſe aroſe and ſtood on his defence. With one 
blow of his ſabre, he cleaved the boldeſt of the aſ- 
failants, from head to heel. With a back ſtroke 
he divided, through the middle, him, who was 
advancing in the ſecond place ; the third had his 
ſhoulder demoliſhed ; the fourth loſt half an arm; 
the fifth had his bead cut off, and the ſixth laid down 
both his legs there. When Bigſtaff's other ſoldi- 
er's beheld this fray, they threw down their arms 
and their bucklers that they might flee the faſter. 
Raggado's companions ſeeing them in diſorder, fol- 
lowed hard after them; Thalahava rained hail up- 
on them ; Bazzaknar roaſted all that fell in his 
way; Batteniltabour ſneezed in the ears of ſuch as 
came within his reach ; even Ballayah fell upon 
| them 
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and let all fit down to table. Here is eee 
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them with his book. They dropped all down half 


dead with fear, aud were cut in pieces by tlie 


ſabre of Raggado ; ſo that none nde to carey 
home news of their miſhap. f 

After this conqueſt, the vidtoriaus general, re- 
turned to enjoy the meed of the victory, in the arms 
of his fair miſtreſs. But in the time of the battle 
ſhe had made her eſcape. He called upon Guil- 
larich 'in a violent paſſion, faying, * Holla ! wilt 
thou ſuffer, thy captain to be thus deprived of all 
the joy, he has promiſed himſelf? Find me this infi- 
del woman, In the name of Mahomet, a miſchief 
upon him who conceals her,” Guillarich looked 
with as ſharp an eye as he could. I cannot ſee 
her, general: I ſee indeed a crowd of women at 
three leagues diſtance, fleeing with their children and 
baggage with all poſſible expedition. But the 
bride is not of the party. Yet the walls of the 
town cannot hide her from me, for they were of 
wood, and beſides are burnt down. She muſt, be 
under ground, and in that caſe it would be impoſ- | 
ſible for me to ſee her.“ „Ah luckleſs wight that 
Jam!“ cried Raggado, ( it is hard to conquer, yet 
not enjoy the fruits of victory. This is another 
trick which my bitch of a ſtar has played me. A 
thouſand bombs upon her. She diſputes every 
fort of conqueſt with me. My fortune is deſpe- 
rate.— Go, tell e e to ſound a. call, 


to drink, and my ſorrow is of ſuch a nature that 
it requires to be drowned.” 
The little troop ſoon rejoined their N and 
while they ſympathiſed in his affliction, e axed 
his conſolation. | 
„ Ah! dear Siladnich? 1” 1 Ra ggado, .« « 9 
NOT: legs thou ſhouldeſt have carried about 
thy 
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thy neck! Never couldſt mon bade borne a folt- 
er burden. But we are now forced, like the der- 
viſe, to lead a life 1 penitence; I let us at leaſt 
keep it up till midnight, that it may be the more 
meritorious. Thou Battetultabour, as T have gre at 
confidence in thy abilities, I charge. thee with, t 
care of our repoſe till ſun-riſe : go take thy 
round at half 'a league's diſtance ; beat eighty 
drums, and when thou perceiveſt any imperti- 
nently curious perſons approach, ſound thy trum- 
pet with a firm tone.” Batteniltabour obeyed, 
while his comrades continued to divert tere 
and to drink away till they all ſunk under the 
t 

It is not every day that Wweldides happen, at 
which ſo good a meal can ſo conveniently be found 
ready dreſſed. On the day following, Raggado's 
troop made many plundering excurſions on differ- 
ent quarters, and with ſo much the more confidence, 
becauſe undet ſuch” a leader they flattered them- 
ſelves with the hope of impunity. But they were 
now obliged to dreſs their viduals themſelves. — 
They encamped every night under the tent, the 
ſituation of which could not be known, as it Was 
never pitched” and ſpread till after it was dark. 
By day they were frequently obliged to fight, in 
conſequence of meeting with ſmall detachments like 
that which had before preſumed to attack them; but 
all fuch detachments were always equally cut off. 
Thoſe who eſcaped the ſword or fire were ſtruck 

motionleſs by the.voice of Batteniltabour, the dread- 

fal ſounds of which piercing their ears, ſtruck 
them with inconceivable horror. A ſhower of hall 
completed their confuſion and deſtruction. 

One man had, however, contrived means to de- 
liver his country from the dreadful ſcourge which 


now 
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wget it, And conpeived- that he and his 
en mij themſelves with ſlings, and, 
nest R —————— 


*. rm he — x — | 
to | ky vertex from Nadheftavil's how pierced 
his throat;-and ftopped the good advice by the way. 
General deſpair prevailed through the country, 
aud neus wers conveqed from all quarters to Kal- 


kcalibatabs;- by. an hundred arrows, for it was 


in his mode that requeſts, Sorplninn, or As, 
ation of any; kind, were conveyed, 4 9 

The tyrant aſſembled his couneil. An cle ger 
ob great Hill i zn. geomancy was his only counſellor. 


Fou ſee !“ ſaid the tyrant, © to what condition 


we are reduced, nobody can come to diſturb us 
here; but nothing can avert. the famine which 


| n us. My arms have hitherto combated 


thoſe robbers, who infeſt my country with fucceſs; 
but they are now more audacious than ever, and 
this no doubt in conſequence of receiving an ac- 
ceſſion of ſtrength. At their head is a leader, who 
has alone deſtroyed ſeveral detachments of my ſol- 
diers whom I had ſent out to maintain peace and ſe- 


curity through the country, and to collect the taxes. 


In their reports and complaints, is a great deal of the 
marvellous. | Think of ſome means then, by which 


we may provide for our ſecurity." —# This IS 


what I have been employed upon for ſome time, 
22 the ſage,—** I have conſtructed the horo- 
cope of every one of our enemies. Ordinary arms 
7 got avail againſt them. The endowments, of 
which they make ſo bad an uſe, are all more or 
leſs magical; but in this art the defect is, Fr 


7 whe | in Bazz ol OPEN, 
| boom qa ys ne nt be 
chen danger is cloſa hands feel, 
blunt the arrow-of Nadlrtandl; 1 Larne be 
courier whoſe courſe. may eaſily be ſtopped; Tha. 
lahava's power depends upon a chread ——— 
<afily be cut; Ballayah is a cowardlyy derviſe, and 
can be of no. ſervice Where fliere is nos Water t 
drink 3 Hnafac: and Bilamich cannot be formi- 
dable, for they are merely a part of the- baggage. 
But the chief enemy we Have to combat is Fap- 
tain Raggado, a man who is even che ſport of 
the ſtars; on whom they have wreak ed. all their 
malice, and whom - they ave formed: to do all che 
miſchief poſſihle, butt never the leaſt good. His 
mind is prompt and fertile in expedients, his foul 
manly and intrepid, and his body of uncommon 
ſtrength: but luz aims are always diſappointed by 
the extravagance of his own fury he wields a 
magic ſabre, the edge of which not even a diamond 
could reſiſt; were you to oppole to it your brazen 
mace, it would be broken in a thouſand pieces, and 
you diſarmed. His common way is to ſend chal- 
lenges, but he has already been informed, that yon 
would accept no challenge, unleſs on conditions 
diſagreeable. to him. However, dir, if yon will 
pleaſe to arm your ſoldiers, as I ſhall propoſe, I 
dare venture to Premiſe Fan | ſucceſs. againſt him 
and his whole troops. Come to my-arſengl,'*. 
{id Bigſtaff, and chuſe out what arms you pleaſe, 
for my foldiers and myſelf to put on. I confide 
too much in your Ti „ not to follow your ad- 
vice implicitly,” gp 1 before hand,“ ſaid 
VOL. II. : | the 
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the aſl rologer, « that * you \ will find thoſe arms extra- 
ordinary.” —* No matter; they will be To much 
the better againſt ſuch an enemy; one miracu- 


| lous expedient muſt be oppoſed to another.” 


Captain Raggado, in the mean time, continued 
to rav?ge the plain. Bigſtaff, in concert with his 
ſage counſellor, muſtered the ſmall army he in- 
tended to lead out againft the foe. The arms, and 
military engines which they were to uſe, were ſe- 
'cretly collected and made ready in the arſenals. 
When all were prepared, a body of three hundred 
men all glittering in ſteel, deſcended in baſkets 
moved by pullies, from the fortreſs, and ſpread o- 
ver the plain. 

« The enemy! the enemy!“ cried Guillarich, 

“Is he dropping from his minarets,” ſaid Rag- 
gado.—“ Yes, general, the baſkets are emptied 
yonder, and out of them iſſue three hundred men, 
with a leader to command them.—It is the tyrant 
himſelf : I know him by his ſtature; he is taller 
than common, Ah! what a ſingular caſque he 
wears on his head! It is neither more nor leis, 
than a great kettle.— His buckler is five inches 
thick : His looks are keen and piercing as fire, — 
General ! ſhall I pitch Nadhertavil's pike before 
him, that he may ſalute this formidable enemy in 
the left eye with a complimentary arrow? © Bold 
ſoldier you!“ ſaid Raggado; look out ; but 
keep your adyices to yourſelf, _My enemy is in 
the plain then, and armed againſt my attacks, in a 
ridiculous efenſive armour !— Come, Battenilta- 
bour, call every one to order, and let us march 
out againſt our enemy.“ . 

The two armies, ſoon met; Raggado rk the 

entre between Ratten and Bazzaknar. 
Ballayal and Guillarich were on the right wing; 
Karaamek 
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Karaamek and Nadhertavil occupied the left; Bi- 
lamich and Ilnafac brouglit up the, rear guard ; 
| Thalahava rode upon a ſtorm 1 in the air, in order 
to pour it upon the enemy. 

Bigſtaff, on his ſide, drew up $74 army ill a Hue 
three men deep. In the foremoſt rank were fol- 
diers, who wore white armour; each man ir the - 
ſecond rank carried a ſyringe; thoſe in the third 
bore each a pair of ſeiſſars; they wore all well 
tempered defenſive armour. 

Raggado ſaw this triple line 43 out before 
him, and confident in his own force, marched 
boldly out, as he ſuppoſed, to certain victory. He 
advanced himſelf ten paces before his troep, as if 
by way of defying his enemy to fingle combat. 
Bigſtaff advanced to meet him; the armies ſtood 
{till in fuſpence, and Raggado ordered Battenilta- 
bour to ſound a charge. Only this order was pro- 
perly executed; for unforeſeen events diſconcerted 
all thie reſt of Raggado' 3. projects, and fruſtrated all 
| his efforts. | 

No ſooner did Raggado meet his opponent, and 
oppoſe buckler to buckler, than he thought to diſ- 
charge on Bigſtaff's head one of thoſe deciſive 
blows, by which he bad fo often fignalifed the 
ſtrength of his arm, and the temper of his ſabre. 
But, before he would ſtrike, he thus addreſſed him 
over whom he thought 9 ſure of e 
ing; = 
« Rigi mil he, tyra 9 ſeullions! : 
art thou not aſhamed of preſuming to appear in the 
field of battle with a kettle on thy head? Phink- 
elt thou that thy kitchen battery can fave thee 
from falling under my arm? Or does my evil ſtar 
ſend thee againſt me in this ludicrous guiſe, that I 
may _—_ no honour from my victory but the ridicu- 
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lous one of having OY over the prince of 
cooks ?'' Muſt Raggado's brave ſoldiers fight 
with. apothecaries and barbers? Dare but to lift 
againſt me that mace; than which the fpit on which 
thy meat is roaſted would better become thee, and 
be a more ſuitable ncrompeniment to thy caſque 
and buckler.” 

© Rapgado,” replied Bigſtaff, thy words zre 
Ike thy conduct. I come not out againſt a war- 
rior but againſt a butcher. And, if it becomes 
me to act always nobly, it will equally become 
thee to periſh ignobly. Though thou dareſt me 
to give the firſt blow, come on thyſelf, if thou 
canſt. . By Mahomet ! I ſhall,” ſaid Raggado, 
and as he ſpoke, let fall a blow, which ſounded like 
thunder upon the pot on his enemy's head. But 
when his ſabre touched the pot, inſtead of pene- 
trating, it rebounded from it with ſuch force, as to 
Make the vigorous arm that wielded it. Raggado, 
aſtoniſhed at this unexpected reſiſtance, attempted 
to part by one blow the arm and buckler of his 
antagoniſt ; but the blade of his ſcimitar was brok:. 
en in pieces. Inſtead of ſtriking on iron, as he 
had ſuppoſed it, his magic ſabre had been broken 
upon a pumpion, and a mouldy cheeſe. 

+ Two thouſand ſquadrons !'?' cried Raggado, 
moving four ſteps backwards. Hola! Bazzak- 
nar! Set this heap in a blaze, raiſe an infernal 
fire.” Pazzaknar was about to obey, when an 
hundred ſyringes directed againſt his mouth, pour- 
ed into it a deluge of water, ſo that only a thick 
ſmoke was emitted. The general, thus fruſtrated 
in his hope from this hand, called Thalahava to his 
aid, who was hovering over the army, with his 
magazine of thunder and hail ready. But now all 
ths ſciſſars in the third _ cf Bigſtaff's army 


- ; | were 
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were held up in the Aire And emplayed to ut the 
invilible., threads, ſo that, they directed the th 
upon the hoſtile army of Raggado. e dit, 
Ib captain thought now, chat by: galling in das 
third. reſource, he. might et was got an dune 
able retreat. He therefore erdered RAttagiſtabdnt 
to ſound his drum. But the enemy diſqvered no 
terror at the found; the doldiers?- exrs were: deaten- | 
ed by the cotton ſtuffed intofthem. They enel ii: 
ed Raggado: - the drum continued} gte beat!: the 
captain's heroes were all confounded.and2fied; he 
himſelf was thus left helpleſs, and be ant of 
Kallacahabalaba knocked him dewi withchis rhaes- 
Batteniltabour bhurſt his, belly; Ba zaknar WSA 
ſtifled with his fmoke; the reſt made their eſcape 
| be . dne in the ban manner ep conld, + 
55130 1 ITT E 2 f vr 
+ "A 7 — x7. 35 uni 
tl: gs! 
i „ —.— . EET: es bu The at- 
tention with Which he | had been heard, and the 
viſible : ſatisfaction of all his audience, gave him 
good hopes of ſucceſs. I have told yon ſome 
things alittle extraordinary,” ſaid he; „but the 
conditions Which We have accepted obliged ; me to 
produce what was new. I have brought de 
characters upon the ſtage; I. ſhould: be happy to 
think that I had́ afforded entertainment to my 
lovely couſin. ——* I aflure.you,” ſaid Vaſumè, 
« your tale has given us all pleaſure; and my 
good Nané will not deny that ſhe has laughed a 
good deal.” —* 1 have, I muſt confeſs,” ſaid the 
nurſe, „ deen in a manner all ear; 1 expected 
every moment ſome new piece of pleaſantry. 1 
never knew this mode of making ſtones before; 
neee new to me. — But is this all we are 
+ | 3 ; : to 
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ts herd rt. No, my good Namens faid Iaſi 
me 05 ** cre, is. Jet another to come; and we are 
MAH. Penn, him. who is to tell it, to be- 


ſhe turned her Eyes upon the 
youngeſt 11 er boufins whom timigity had yet 


hel ſile & aro i nod: 132 TCL © VS 33.8 

W 10 Jaſen pvas more i in, love: with Vans, 
than, either of his two. couſins; his. paſſion was of 

2” more delicate, diſintereſted nature than theirs: 

he Preferred her to the moſt advantageous match- 
cs in Surat. But the fear of loſing her, at that 
moment, dep rived his imagination of its wonted 
energy: alt ough he Was endowed with no, com- 
mon, are of both memory and underſtanding, no- 
thing new occurred to, him but what ſeemed. to 
haye been anticipated | vy others; perhaps too his 
ſelf-love was touched ; whatever: might be the 
caſe, bis perplexity was evident; his lips trem- 
pled; and an involuntary bluſn overſpread his 
face, Nate, was alarmed; for, the was-parti- 
cularly intereſted, in her young conſin, and! ſe- 
cretly defired that he might prove; ſucceſsful in 
the, conteſt, Good Nane too was in a ten 
of a tale. 6 


Ar lat abet took. courage , and began 
B+ #4751 epi 34) 


$4 4 
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he, it would imply great confidence in 

me, if I ſhonld preſume; to thin that I could equal 
they, merely by, the power of my imagination. 
Dreams are, however, aid to hase Often nee 
IvVIne 
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divine zs the "Rd whiit Kilieaitla' lan 5 is: 
ſo extraordinary, that I Hifi" fbrbed to- reſp 
though I cannot underſtand it. e N wents 


| — 
with which it has ippretked d rde prod time 187 


| late it to you. Jui! LOT 
Yeſterday, after pretty laborious wt 
to ſtudies from which I Hope to feap, o. 
another, ſufficient advantage, I fell Alle 
table, with my head reclining on my hands. 
| Hardly was I afleep, when 1 ho ought "+ = alt 
myſelf tranſported into the middle of an arid lain 
where I was in the utmoſt diſtfeſb for thitft, 9971 
Jooked around for ſome bountiful ipring « of 55 
But the ſearch was vain amid thoſe burning fands. 
At laſt, I ſaw a melon upon à withered ftalk. 
I took my knife and ſtooped down to cut the fruit. | 
When the blade had entered, the hilt followed; 
my hand was dragged after the hilt, and ave the 
arm, the ſhoulder, and my whole body entered it tf 
being my head could make tlie fi ghteſt reflection 
Immediately after, I found wyfelf ſeated, I knew 
not what upon, in the middle of a melon, the inſide of 
which ſeemed in my eyes like a thick miſt, almoſt 
dark, Methought I was buſy with my! hands, la- 
bouring to remove it; when of a ſudden, it vaniſh- 
ed of itſelf, in the form of thoſe light vapours which 
are gathered by the winds, upon the tops of high 
mountains. It diſappeared entirely, and I was left 
at liberty to examine x the different objects _— 
„ 1 


L was 8 upon a great plat, beautifully va- 
riegated with flowers and lants, every one more 
curious than another. K ove me appeared the 
open ſky illuminated by the rays of che riſing | ſan. 
One objed engaged all my attention. This was a 
e walnut tree, of ſuch fize and 2 that 


its 
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ita head ſeemei to tough: che ſkies, while with its 
brahghes it overſhadowed all the, ground where J. 
fat. 2: This majeſtio : tree haf {0-1 many. bran- 
,,and: thoſe ot fuck; vaſt extent, that five hun- 
men, diſperſed one on each branch, and fhaks. 
ing che fruit, could not make e Heard. 
7 me however loud 
ae however, by the. 8 of. mo ſicks,. 
that they were pr en for the walnuts on 
the ground, which belonged reſpectively to the per- 
ſens: Who had thaken them. However, they quar- 
relled but at intervals, and the work went on. 1 
picked up two. of the nuts, opened them, and found 
tkem to conſiſt of nothing but empty ſhells. Why 
then, all this difterbance, ſaid I to myſelf, and all 
this din for empty ſhells! I was- however in ſome 
danger from the nuts ſhowered down upon my 
head, and therefore retired to a greater diſtance, 
where I fa nothing but leaves fall; but of theſe 
the perſons who wesfchem dun ſeemed as Jealous: as 
of the. Ritt. 

As I went round the 266+ I perceived A fingle 
walnut remaining upon the top of it: it ſeemed to 
be no better than the others; but its great height 
deeei ved the eye. No ſtaff, nor ſtriker could 
reach it: nor could thoſe ws it who were _ the 
rac D765) 5) 

1 felt defire to HERS Sis this * remain- 
ing walnut; but, how ſhould I? E had deen boys 
throw Rones with ſlings. I contrived to make a 
fling of my handkerchief, and loaded it with a peh- 
ble nearly half a pound in weight. I threw = 
ſtone almoſt - without looking at the mark. 
ſtruck the walnut, which fell, and by its at 
made a noiſe which was noticed by dale Who 
were en the tree, 

 Aﬀtaniſhed 
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Aſtoniſhed and pleaſed at my fucceſs, I picked up 
the nut, I opened it. Oh! wonderful to behold! 
The ſhell contained thouſands of ſhrubs, all as per- 
fect in their ſpecies as the great walnut tree, upon 

which they had grown. While I was taking theſe 
out of the ſhell, my fellow-labourers meer. 
how I was employed, came upon my ſhoulder, - 
received the young trees out of my hands, and crie 
out, one after another; ſee what a fine thing I have 
found! I was diſpoſed to infiſt upon my right to 
the diſcovery. © You !” ſaid they, you bring 
down the nut! You were not even on the tree,” 
—* But,“ ſaid I, I brought it down with a 
ſtone which 1 threw with my handkerchief, which 
you ſtill ſee upon yonder branch!“ 

My rivals ſhrugged their ſhoulders. I, enraged 
to ſee myſelſ robbed of a treaſure which 1 had ob- 
tained by good luck, and my own addreſs, and a- 
ſhamed to have nothing but the empty ſhell remain- 
ing in my hands; —awaked amidſt theſe emotions 
from my dream. It has certainly ſome ſigniſication, 
which I ſhall be glad to bear any perſon explain”? 
« You give the elogy of the teller,” ſaid 
Vaſume, and I confeſs, he deſerves it. When a 
perion has fo pleaſant a dream, it 1s diſagreeable 
to awake. 1 Let us hear another of your ſto- 

les,“ ſaid Nane, thoſe which I have heard make 
me deſirous of liſtening for more. You have 
no more to hear at this time, my good nurſe,” ſaid 
the fair Indian damſel.—“ You have now heard 
the three ſtories, which I invited you to hear. I 
zad required that they ſhould be new; are they 
{o?” „Perfectly ſo,” ſaid the blind woman; 1 
have heard many tales in my lifetime, and have 
even made {ome ; 1 know none ſo original as theſe 


either 
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> 


either in the texture, or in the manner in which 
we have heard them told. 

Tell me, my good Nane,”” returned Vaſumé, 
„ to which of the three would you give the pre- 
ference? Your judgment ſhall determine me. You 
can have no partiality in favour of any of the tel- 
lers above the others; for you ſee none of them. 
Nn I wiſh to have your opinion, my good 
nurſe,” —** That I ſhall not refuſe, my dear daugh- 
ter; ay. opinion of the firſt tale is.“ 

That nothing can be more ingenious, than the 
contrivance of the pretended Armenian to deceive 
Narilha and her ſon ; but was all that ingenuity 
requiſite to outwit a fooliſh woman, and an idiot- 
boy? Was it needful to put ſo many irons into 
the fire, to accompliſh a marriage between a bar- : 
ber's daughter and a potter's ſon ? Or were means 
uſed to make me defire a marriage in which I was 
to be intereſted ; I heard nothing of the bride, and 
very little of the bridegroom. Beſides, I ſhould 
think that it was quite needleſs to ſcatter gold about 
with ſuch profuſion, when a handful of ſequins 
might have done the whole buſineſs: I cannot ap- 
prove of the puniſhments which followed ; I had 
rather have laughed to the end of the ory ; > for - 
I muſt ſay, that notwithſtanding, thoſe trivial 
blemiſhes, I was much pleaſed with this ſtory : and 
only mortified to find it leſs lively towards the lat- 
ter end. 

The ſecond ſtory ED IP” me among a crowd 
of imaginary beings. I have laughed a great deal 
at their. extravagancies, and was highly amuſed 
with them. But this is all. I regretted not the 
loſs of thoſe chimerical illuſions; the ſtory upon 
the whole ſeemed equally void of ſentiments and 
ideas. When I laugh ſo much, my, dear daugh- 

ter, 
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ter, ql am deſirous to recollect with botisfact ion, the 


cauſe of my gaiet y.... 

« As to the third, it is a very ſhort dream, but 
extremely intereſting. I believe, I have nearly 
found out the meaning. The dreamer wandering 
upon arid ſands, is a ſtudious man; his thirſt-is 
for knowledge. The lemon rind which he cuts, 
is the veil of nature. His body follows the blade 
of the knife, when he engages paſhonately in the 
inveſtigation of truth. He finds himſelf, at firſt 
in darkneſs, but comes ſoon to underſtand his ſit- 
uation. The fine walnut tree, repreſents the ob- 
ject he defires to know. Tt 1s covered with, the 
curious, who miſapply their labour in beatin 
down nothing but leaves, and empty ſhells, and 
contending with pedantic pride, for the worthleſs 
fruits of their vain labours. A man of better ad- 


» dreſs by throwing a ſtone brings down the nut on 


the top of the tree. He opens it, and finds truth 
within, in the emblematic form of numberleſs 
embryo's of walnut-trees, proceeding all out of one 
gem. This diſcovery is owing to chance, the pa- 


rent of all our uſeful diſcoveries. 


5: I muſt allow, my child, that this ſhort dream 
has given me more ee than both the tales; 
and that theſe will always loſe much of their va- 
lue in my eftimation, whenever I recolle& the in- 


genious allegory of the walnut tree.“ 


Vaſume was of the ſame opinion as her nurſe, 
A good tale,” ſaid ſhe, is one equally amuſing 
and inſtructive, in which the uſeful and the agree- 
able are happily united.“ She gave the prize there- 


fore to her couſin Valid-Haſen. Their marriage 


was celebrated with ſplendour ; and their happi- 
nei proved not a dream. 


END OF SKCOND VOLUME, 
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